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1. Controlling Concept

Ploneer Courthouse Square will be the focus of cultured and urbane activity
for downtown Portland. It will also be a xymbolic place which comments on the
special character, its setting and aspirations as well as on the tdition
of clies—a statement about the possibilities of urban life and urban space today.

The design ix intended as a response to four sets of factors:

= Potlands particular culture. climate, tdition. and character;

~the stated of the Comy rogram, including 3

= the formial charvcteristios of the site within o highly structured and regular city
agrid xystew;

et ouilvaax bt wrben speaces and historic places.

We believe the desiyn i practical, responsive, and strong. It acknowledges

without nostalgia and accommxdates function without disregurding
symbulic need and the aura of the place.

I is at onev  garvben s an urban plaza.

Atits core, it ix a diadogue between nature and man—what existed and what was
imposed. [t sugggests simple and complex relations between the natural and the
manmade, between nature and man’s art.

11. Elements of Design

1. Location in the Grid

Pioneer Courthouse Square ix a major open space which stands at a unique
intersection in the Portland grid. Its northeast corner is at the crossing of a
proposed major cast-west pedestrian light-rail street (Morrison) and one of a pair
of existing north-south transit ways. The Square itself will then serve as a major
interchange for the Portland Transit System.

2 The Double Square

The two blocks which contain the Courthouse and the new Square are brought
together in the design to create a great “double square.” The old Courthouse is
leftintact—the new Square rexponds to it—new space interlocks with okd buikding.

This integrution ix achieved through the location of two pavilions on axis with,
and opposite to, the two west-facing wings of the Courthouse, which both extend
and counterpoint the older building. Together these three visually and geomet-
rically linked objects define und are defined by the surrounding “room” of the
two city blocks in which they are placer. A terraced garden between the new
pavilions and the Courthouse: further emphasizes, through landscaping, the
spatial unity of the double square. A paved zone surrnnding the teraced gardens
i analogons o the lavadseaped berm surrounding the Courthouse but opposite
incharacter. One is a soft, tranquil, green borver: the other a hard, active,

paved perimeter;

3. The New Square

To articulate the “natural” profile of the ground and the “imposed” patterns of
s the surface (ground plane) of the new Square follows the diagonal (southwest
to northeast) full of the giede within the orthogonal street grid. This is a forth-
right and preferable altemative to “synthetic” solutions such as building a podium
orcutting a flat surface into the natural slope.

Following this gradle createsa natumil flowe of water acres the Square, a diagonal
paath on fiat growde conneeting the northwest and the southeast comers of the site,
and aclear articnlation of the two mijor sets of organizing aes—the orthogonal
axis of the street and buikding grid and the diagonal axis of the lands natural
contours. It also functionally connects the new ground plane to the existing street
e and sidewalks without slopes, berms, or stairways which impede pedes-
Urian movement,

Inorder to accommdate its many and changing usex and to acknowledge its
special charneter with respect to the Courthouse, the new Square has the
following features:

Location in Grid

Natural Grade

—huvsputeilions, one i rvatory) flower room,

Pioneer Courthouse Square
City of Portland, Oregon

Terraces

—a space fora musewm and orientation center below the pavilions which utilizes

the vaults under the sidewalk:
—an elegant paved ground plane of brick and stone, subdivided into a 20 x 20 foot
id, a microcosm of the langer 200 foot grid of the City. This patterned “floor™
will extend across the existing streets Lo the face of the
b £ unified reduce the vis

d to visual i
rights-of-way for light-rail, bus, and vehicles;
—an inner garden (a central lands
repose within the frame of greater activity that

i

of the
vhich offe of
occurs at the perimeter of the
mwmmmmmmwm
provide a natural for concerts, performances. The
southern terrace is an open place for sitting in the sun, for café tables, and for
i performances. The northem terrace is a place of nature—a shaded
connecting the two is a watercourse and
the northeast and south-

viewing

grove of evergreens. Between and

crossing it i f stone t

west corners of the site in a level
—apen paved areas, extended sidewalks on each side of the terraces to accom-

modate movements and the loading and unloading of the light-rail

transit vehicles, and for fents for the Rose Festival, Art Quake, and other

-am.;mwmmn.nmmhmmm

passengers;
—ancilliary equipment including the tents, awnings, a demountable performance
WMM.'%IMM(IOIMI!ME&MIMS@.‘“
easy storage when not in use.
4.The Pavilions

expressing in their shape, function, placement, and materials
between man and nature which seems s strong in the Pacific
‘The Pavilions m-wamwmmmmw dhﬂhﬂr
and the present. the day their glass skin Courthouse,

mmmmmmmmmun(m-mm
evergreen trees are flood-lit from without. One pavilion is a café, the other a

conservatory. Undk both and. to the vaults below the Broadway
sidewalk is a space for a museum for Historic Portland and an orientation center
for Portland Today.

The Conservatory Pavilion is filled with a great bank of flowers—marigolds,
E-bmn. a dense, lush, scented, intimate environment.

hpmm('a&h\iimhmlpldnﬁbymnhnbymhlh
passersby can sit, eat, and drink, taking in the activity and pageant of the
passing City, in the midst of the urban world, yet in a sanctuary. In summer,
tables and chairs will extend the café outside the enclosure onto the terraces.

111 A Summary of Design Intentions
The elements of the design are responses to the functional and symbolic

e as follows:

o emphasize the unity of the Square and the Courthouse;

o establish o separute character for the new Square within the larger unity, in
which aesthetic concerns reinforve the proctical requirements;

o maintain the natural slope of the land; and

~to create a unique, yet compatible, image and symbo for Fortland, which can be
@ permanent focwa of the Cityh life

TEXT AND DIAGRAMS

Path of Man and Puth of Nature

Canservatory and Terrace Café |

Teuta, Bus Shelters and Performance Shell

4

— J



1. Controlling Concept

Pioneer Courthouse Square will be the focus of cultured and urbane activity

for downtown Portland. It will also be a symbolic place which comments on the

City's special charueter, its setting and aspirations as well us on the tradition

of eities—a statement about the possibilitie of urban life and urban space today.

The design is intended as a rexponse to four sets of factors;

= Bortlasds particular cultur, climate, trodition, and charoeter:

~the stated regs of the Comp Program, including costs;

= the tormal chamteristies of the site within o highly structured and regular ity
ipud systen:;

—atmd our e abeont urbain spaces and historic places

We believe the design is practical, responsive, and strong. It acknowledges
history without nostalgia and accommadates function without disregarding
symbolic newd and the aura of the place.

It at onee a garden and an urban plaza.

Atits core. it i u dialogue between nature and man—what existed and what was
imposesl. It sugggests simple and complex relations between the natural and the
manmade, between nature and man's art.

11. Elements of Design

1. Location in the Grid

Ploneer Courthouse Square i a major open space which stands at a unique
intersection in the Portland grid. [ts northeast comer is at the crossing of a
proposed major east-west pedestrian light-rail street (Morrison) and one of a pair
of existing north-south transit ways, The Square itself will then serve as a major
interchange for the Portland Transit System.,

2 The Double Squane

The two blocks which contain the Courthouse and the new Square are brought
together in the design o ereate a great “double square.” The old Courthouse is.
leftintact—the new Square responds (o it—new space interlocks with okd buikding.

This integration is achieved through the location of two pavilions on axis with,
and opposite to, the two west-facing wings of the Courthouse, which both extend
and counterpoint the older buikling. Together these three visually and geomet-
rically linked objects define and are defined by the surrounding “room” of the

two city blocks in which they are placed. A terraced garden between the new
pavilions and the Courthouse further emphasizes, through ing. the
spatial unity of the double square. A praved zone surrounding the terraced gardens
wxanatlogous to the landscaped berm surrounding the Courthouse but opposite
incharacter: One is a soft, tranquil, green border: the other a hard, active,

paved perimeter.

3. The New Square:

To articulate the “natural” profile of the ground and the “imposed” patterns of
use, the surface (ground plane) of the new Square follows the diagonal (southwest
to northeast) fitll of the grude within the orthogonal street grid. This is a forth-
right and preferable alternat 0 "synthetic” solutions such as building a podium
orcutting a flat surface into the natural slope.

Following this serade creates natuml flone: of water acreves the Square, a diagonal
path on tat gride connecting the northwest and the southeast comers of the site,
and aclear aticulation of the teo major sets of omganizing ares—the orthogonal
axix of the street and building grid and the diagonal axis of the land's natural
contours. It also functionally connects the new ground plane 1o the existing street
srades and sidewalks without slopes, berms, or stairways which impede pedes-
rian movement.

Inorder to accommedate its many and changing uses and to acknowledge its
special character with respect to the Courthouse, the new Square has the
following features:

Locatian in Grid

=t pearilions, one s gigantic (conservatory) flower room, the other aterraced café;

Pioneer Courthouse Square
City of Portland, Oregon

Natural Grade

TEXT AND DIAGRAMS

Path of Man and Path of Nature

center below the pavilions which utilizes

~a space fora nd orie
the vaults under the s :
—an elegant paved ground plane of brick and stone, subdivided into a 20 x 20 foot

grid, a microcosm of the larger 200 foot grid of the City. This patterned “floor”

will extend across the existing streets to the face of the buildings

to create the sense of unified space and to reduce the visual intrusion of the

—an inner terraced garden (a central landscaped core) which offers a center of

repose within the frame of greater activity that occurs at the perimeter of the A
provide a natural amphitheater for concerts, plays, and performances. The

southern terrace is an open place for sitting in the sun, for café tables, and for
viewing performances. The northem terrace is a place of nature—a shaded

grove of evergreens. Between and connecting the two is a watercourse and
crossing it is a of stone the northeast and south-
west corners of the site in a level path

—open paved areas, extended sidewalks on each side of the terraces to accom- g
modate d the loadin doadi the light-rail 5 NN
transit vehicles, and for tents for the Rose Festival, Art Quake, and other . NG
activities;

~a series of permanent shelters on the southern perimeter for the transit system ;

passengers;
—ancilliary equipment including the tents, awnings, a demountable performance

“stage and shell,” tables and seating to allow for flexible use of the Square and

easy storage when not in use. <
s Square is designed wide variety of events, it has
Although the is desiy to accommodate a y of events,
.-m'.mphgdmwmm%wu.

evergreen trees are flood-lit from without. One pavilion is a café, the other a

i both and e vl
Mi:mirnmhﬂha&hﬂhﬂndmmm
for Portland Today.

The Conservatory ion is filled with a great bank of

The Terrace Café Pavilion is occupied not by nature but by man. Here the
passersby can sit, eat, and drink, taking in the activity and pageant of the
passing City, in the midst of the urban world, yet in a sanctuary. In summer,
tables and chairs will extend the café outside the enclosure onto the terraces.

111. A Summary of Design Intentions
The elements of the design are responses to the functional and symbolic
i of the C ition Program. Their ions can be

summarized as follows:

—to emphasize the unity of the Square and the Courthouse;

—to establish a separate character for the new Square within the larger unity, in W
which aesthetic concerns reinforve the practical requirements; i
~to maintain the natural slope of the land; and

—to create a unique, yet compatible, image and symbol for Portland,, which can be
@ permanent focws of the Cityh life.

Tents, Bus Shelters and Performance Shell

1 1 =
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1. Controlling Concept

Pioneer Courthouse Square will be the focus of cultured and urbane activity

ﬁu qlm\numn lhﬂlmul ll will also be 8 n\'mbubr place which comments on the
ing well as on the tradition

of eitiex—a statement .thuul the possibilities of urban life and urban space today.

“The desiygn i intended as a response to four sets of factors:

—Ponthamds paticalar culture, climate, trodition, and character;

~the stated g of the Comp Program, ineludi

~the tormal chavactevistion of the site within o lighly ;dmr'ulwlmul wulnmly
qrul wysten;

—amd ower lewts et wpbnins speaces and historie places.

We believe the design ix |uw1k'u.l mq-nmw and strong. It nkmul«kw
history without nostalgia and function without
symbolic need and the aura of the place.

1t ix at onee a garden and an urban plaza.

Atits core, it ix a disdogue between nature and man—what existed and what was
imposexd. 1t suggeests simple and complex relations between the natural and the
manmade, between nature and man’s art.

11, Elements of Design

1. Location in the Grid

Pioneer Courthouse Square is a major open space which stands at a unique
intersection in the Portland grid. Its northeast corner is at the crossing of a
Proposed major east-west pedestrian light-rail street (Morrison) and one of a pair
of existing north-south transit ways. The Square itself will then serve as a major
interchange for the Portland Transit System.

2 The Double Square

The two blocks which contain the Courthouse and the new Square are brought
together in the design to create a great “double square.” The old Courthouse is
left intact—the new Square responds to it—new space interdocks with old building.

Thix integration i achieved through the location of two pavilions on axis with,
and opposite to, the two west-facing wings of the Courthouse, uhrhmhexlm|
and counterpoint the older buikling. Together these three visually and geo

cally linked objects define and are defined by the surrounding “room™ Mlhe

pavilions and the ¢ “ourthouse further (-mphumm through landscaping, the
syt unity of the double square. A pared e mlmmmlmg the termeed ganiens
il  berm s 0

in charac e i a soft, tranquil, green raeioby mehvra hard, active,

paved perimeter.

3. The New Square

To articulate the “naturd” profile of the ground and the “imposed” patterns of
use, the surface (ground plane) of the new Square follows the diagonal (southwest
to northeast) fall of the grude within the orthogonal street grid. This is a forth-
right and preferable alternative to “synthetic” solutions such as building a podium
orcutting a flat surface into the natural slope.

Following this grade cveatesa matural flow of water across the Square, a diagonal
paath on flat grde connecting the northwest and the southeast corners of the site,
and aclear atiendation of the tivo major setx of onganizing ares —the orthogonal
axisof the street and building grid and the diagonal axis of the land's natural
contours, It also functionally connects the new ground plane to the existing street
srades and sidewalks without slopes, berms, or stairways which impede pedes-
rian movement.

Inorde its many and nging uses and t
special character with respect to the ¢ nunhmlse. the new Square has the
following features:

its

— i purilions, onea giganti atory) flower room, the other aterraced café;

Pioneer Courthouse Square
City of Portland, Oregon

0 ocation in Grid

Natural Grade

—a space fora musewm and orientation center below the pavilions which utilizes

the vaults under the sidewalk;

—an elegant paved ground plane of brick and stone, subdivided into a 20 x 20 foot
grid, of i “floor”

‘buildings
to create the sense of unified space and to reduce the visual intrusion of the
M\ﬂvhl@nlﬂ h&nﬂ\!’wb.

—an inner ) which offers a center of
mmmmu.-mmw-wumm«w
Square. Svgwdmnumhmmﬂwwuﬂ

mm-mwmhmh(}rmhﬂ% and for
viewing place of nature—a shaded
mdmhmﬂmﬂ.htwunm and
crossing it is a the northeast and south-
mmdwﬁhnbvelp-h
—open paved arvas, extended sidewalks
‘modat i

medndbdlhmmm
the light-rail
transit vehicles, and for tents for the Rose Festival, Art Quake, and other
activities;

—a series of permanent shelters on the southern perimeter for the transit system

passengers;

—ancilliary equipment including the tents, awnings, a demountable performance
“stage and shell,” tables and seating to allow for flexible use of the Square and
easy storage when not in use.

4. The Pavilions

Ahhu‘hu:&;mlwwm-wﬂemydmhh

place

surrounding City, day and night, weekends as well as provided
by the two glass Portland Pavilions, which create a symbolic image of the City—
expressing in their shape, placement, and the duality

between man and nature which seems so strong in the Pacific

mmm.wum&wmumm.—

conservatory. | h ing to the vaults below the
sidewalk is a space for a museum for Historic Portland and an orientation
for Portland Today.

The Conservatory Pavilion is filled with a great bank of |

pett geraniums, , roses, azaleas, camelias, rhodo-
d ferns—offering a dense, lush, scented, —the
of Flowers' “Garden Room.” Here water trickles as in the nearby forests and then

across the terrace in a torrent, incising the stone, and subsides in a great basin of
pebbles at the foot of the tall, evergreen grove.

The Tervace Café Pavilion is occupied not by nature but by man. Here the
passersby can sit, eat, and drink, taking in the activity and pageant of the
passing City, in the midst of the urban world, yet in a sanctuary. In summer,
tables and chairs will i el cnikale Ui anelost et

H11. A Summary of Design Intentions
mmdwwmmwmwmm

. Their

summarized as Hluw

—to emphasize the unity of the Square and the Courthouse;

o cxtablish o separate charocte fo the new Square within the large wity. in
which aesthetic concerns reinforce the practical requirements;

—to maintain the natural slope of the land; and

—to create a unique. yet compatible, image and symbol for Portland, ihich can be
a permanent focus of the Cityh life.

TEXT AND DIAGRAMS

Path of Man and Path of Nature >

Cammervatory asd Terrace Cafe

Tents, Bus Shelters and Performance Shell



I
| |.J||“ .
|' I:llm




ks FED

Tt ’;’;5 a . %
T R
O 3

j
" ¢
P >
s, g

h

¥

¢l
RPN

P
(o




:

Pioneer Courthouse Square

City of Portland, Oregon | PLAN & A ] ! =



A

! |
i
!
H
H
i
| /
| {
| {
i i
i |
| (i
! |4
i
\
|
{1
..“\ \\\\\\\\\\\\\\ al
|
!
{
\
o ] 3 E it
/ |
L}
g o 5 A -
; Sy . H
W sommusrrin e Pl Ty
i .
. (RO
| N —————
. . i
e 2 8
Vs 8
H = S M ——
- |
2 ! 53 H
[ s uirsepdp. ”
LR
H 4
]
/ 3
&
_/ S
3 3

all

MUSEUM LEVEL PLAN

Pioneer Courthouse Square

City of Portland, Oregon



i e

AR

T — DOOmmooo &
.._T..'fr.f_i_ ::'_'.....'_..'_..., ,. = _e' mmmmmmm Q

" BN RIR NI RIR R R R DDDNmmmmm &
DDIODDmmom 8
DIDDIDOmm
DDDDoOomoDo &

Pioneer Courthouse Square , .
City of Portland, Oregon MORRISON STREET ELEVATION : 7



(8 O O

- LI | SV Ry I Ry
IMMmMmm HE BE BB
fun{ssfun]usfufunfun

INOmmmmm |
IMmOmMomm | E2
Bjua[as{us]uafanlas]an 111 P 8

IMMMOmmm e

IO
ST

F.
i
l;
I

|l

(<
|

I DIDDmCc

Pioneer Courthouse Square SW. SIXTH AVENUE ELEVATION 0 8
City of Portland, Oregon YAMHILL STREET ELEVATION



SECTION A

City of Portland, Oregon

SECTION B




