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Session Status: Adjourned 

Council in Attendance: Mayor Ted Wheeler 
Commissioner Carmen Rubio 

Commissioner Dan Ryan 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps 

Mayor Wheeler presided. 

Officers in attendance: Alan Yoder, Deputy City Attorney; Keelan McClymont, Council Clerk 

Motion to suspend the rules to hear item 519 as part the morning agenda: Moved by Wheeler and seconded 
by Rubio. {Y-5) 

Council recessed at 11 :31 a.m. and reconvened at 11 :38 a.m. 

Council adjourned at 12:11 p.m. 

Communications 

508 

Reguest of Ryan Hashagen to address Council regarding Steel Bridge SkateP-ark (Communication) 
Document number: Communication M-1-Ryan Hashagen 

Disposition: Placed on File 



509 

Reguest of Saul ScraQi;ier to address Council regarding Steel Bridge Skatei;iark (Communication) 

Document number: Communication M-2-Saul Scrapper 

Disposition: Placed on File 

Katherine Rose presented to Council for Item 509. 

510 

Reguest of Brian Loi;iez to address Council regarding Steel Bridge Skatei;iark (Communication) 

Document number: Communication M-3-Brian Lopez 

Disposition: Placed on File 

Stevie Moe presented to Council for Item 510. 

511 

Reguest of !a nae King to address Council regarding Steel Bridge Skatei;iark (Communication) 

Document number: Communication M-4-Janae King 

Disposition: Placed on File 

AJ Waters presented to Council for Item 511. 

512 

Reguest of Bill Couch to address Council regarding Steel Bridge Skatei;iark (Communication) 

Document number: Communication M-5-Bill Couch 

Disposition: Placed on File 

lsnardo Gandarilla presented to Council on Item 512. 

Time Certain 

513 

Proclaim June 2023 to be Portland Pride Month (Proclamation) 

Document number: 513-2023 

Introduced by: Mayor Ted Wheeler; Commissioner Dan Ryan 

Bureau: Equity and Human Rights 

Time certain: 9:45 am 

Time requested: 20 minutes 

Disposition: Placed on File 



Regular Agenda 

514 

Amend Joint Office of Homeless Services Intergovernmental Agreement with Multnomah County- to imP-lement 
County revisions (amend Contract 30005335). (Ordinance) 

Document number: 191356 

Introduced by: Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Time requested: 30 minutes 

Disposition: Passed to second reading 

Passed to second reading June 28, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. 

515 

AdoP-t the annual budget of the City and establish aP-P-rDP-riations for the fiscal year beginning J,!J)y...1, 2023 and 
ending June 30, 2024 (Ordinance) 

Document number: 191334 

Introduced by: Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Bureau: City Budget Office 

Second reading agenda item 506. 

For more information, visit httP-s://www.P-ortland.gov/cbo. 

Submit written comments to Council by filling out the budget comment form or by emailing 
BudgetComment@portlandoregon.gov. 

Disposition: Passed 

Votes: Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Nay 

Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 



516 

AcceP-t recommendation to reP-lace ComP-liance Officer Community Liaison a1wointment and authorize Chief 
Procurement Officer to execute contract negotiations with CNA CorP-oration (Report) 

Document number: 516-2023 

Introduced by: Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Bureau: Management and Finance 

Time requested: 15 minutes 

Disposition: Accepted 

Motion to accept the report: Moved by Rubio and seconded by Ryan. 

Votes: Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

517 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 

Amend Small Donor Elections Program Code to consolidate P-rima(Y. and general elections to align with the 
voter-aP-P-roved Charter amendments in Portland Measure 26-228 (amend Code ChaP-ter 2.16). (Ordinance) 

Document number: 191335 

Introduced by: Commissioner Carmen Rubio 

Bureau: Small Donor Elections 

Second reading agenda item 502. 

Disposition: Passed As Amended 

Votes: Commissioner Dan Ryan Nay 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 



518 

Certify abstract of votes cast and P-roclaim Measure 26-240 a1wroved at the MuniciP-al Non-Partisan SP-ecial 
Election held on Ma~ 16. 2023 (Report) 

Document number: 518-2023 

Introduced by: Auditor Simone Rede 

Bureau: Elections Office 

Time requested: 1 O minutes 

Disposition: Accepted 

Motion to accept the report: Moved by Ryan and seconded by Rubio. 

Votes: Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 

Suspension of the Rules 

518 -1 

*AdoP-t the SUP-P-lemental Budget for the FY 2022-23 Over-exP-enditure P-rocess and make budget adjustments in 
various funds (Emergency Ordinance) 

Document number: 191333 

Introduced by: Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Bureau: City Budget Office 

Time requested: 30 minutes 

Disposition: Passed As Amended 

Council suspended the rules to move item 519, an emergency ordinance, from the afternoon session to the 
morning session as item 518-1. 

Motion to make adjustments to the Over-expenditure Ordinance as filed to increase appropriation in the 
Portland Police Bureau to mitigate the risk of over-expenditure driven by personnel overtime: Moved by 
Wheeler and seconded by Ryan. (Y-5) 

Votes: Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 



Wednesday,June 21, 2023 4:00 pm 

Session Status: Cancelled 

Time Certain 

519 

*AdoP-t the SUP-.P-lemental Budget for the FY 2022-23 Over-exP-.enditure P-rocess and make budget adjustments in 
various funds (Emergency Ordinance) 

Document number: 191333 

Introduced by: Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Bureau: City Budget Office 

Time certain: 3:30 pm 

Time requested: 30 minutes 

Disposition: Rescheduled 

Council suspended the rules to move item 519, an emergency ordinance, from the afternoon session to the 
morning session as item 518-1. 

520 

*AP-P-rove the Mt. Hood Cable Regulatory Commission FY 2023-24 Fund Budget (Emergency Ordinance) 
Document number: 191354 

Introduced by: Commissioner Carmen Rubio 
Bureau: Planning and Sustainability (BPS) 

Time certain: 4:00 pm 

Time requested: 45 minutes 

Disposition: Rescheduled 

Rescheduled to June 28, 2023 at 10:05 a.m. Time Certain. 

521 

*Authorize five-Y.ear grant agreement with Portland Community,: Media. dba OP-en Signal. for P-Ublic. educational. 
and governmental access resources. and to P-rovide culturally: resP-onsive. relevant. and affordable media 
training for and with media makers and non-P-rofit organizations on a cih'.Yllide basis. not to exceed $6,239.438 in 
QP-erational su1wort (Emergency Ordinance) 

Document number: 191355 

Introduced by: Commissioner Carmen Rubio 

Bureau: Planning and Sustainability (BPS) 

Time certain: 4:45 pm 

Time requested: 45 minutes 

Disposition: Rescheduled 

Rescheduled to June 28, 2023 at 10:35 a.m. Time Certain. 



Thursday, June 22, 2023 2:00 pm 

Session Status: No session scheduled 
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Portland City Council Meeting Closed Caption File 
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This file was produced through the closed captioning process for the televised city 

Council broadcast and should not be considered a verbatim transcript. The official 

vote counts, motions, and names of speakers are included in the official minutes.  

  

Speaker:  We have a pre gavel presentation this morning as many of you know, the 

formula e grand prix at Portland international raceway is this Saturday. And this 

morning we have alberto longo from formula e to address the City Council. And 

we're very grateful for you being here again today. Alberto is the co founder and 

chief championship officer of formula e! Portland is a leading city in adopting and 

innovating ev technology, of course, and we have a thriving green tech industry 

located here in the city of Portland. And it goes without saying that we have a deep 

love of sports. Portland is just the fourth us city to host formula e's global race 

series, and we look forward to a long term partnership with this rapidly growing 

tour. With that, i'll turn this over to commissioner Ryan for any introductory 

remarks before we recognize alberto.  

Speaker:  Well, thank you, mayor. It's a it's a wonderful to have you both here. I had 

the pleasure of meeting you when you just got off the plane on Sunday night. And it 

must be because you're from spain. You just came off the plane with so much 

energy, with jet lagged and all, and we had a delightful visit in that visit. I know 

nothing about motorsports. I should just say I’m a big sports ball fan, but once it 

gets to the vroom vroom stuff, like I just say vroom, vroom. I just don't really know 

what's going on. But I was sold when I heard it was innovative because it's the e 

movement electrification. An and I was just taken with your creativity, your 



innovation in and also when I heard where you were doing this london berlin 

monaco, rome, san paulo, cape town, mexico city and Portland. When you say not 

in the company of such mega, mega, big cities, international. So I also think it says a 

lot and I’m very grateful, al, that you chose our city to do this. And so I think once I 

caught on to what was really happening, I just wanted to see you come here and 

share a little bit more. And jim, your work at sport Oregon, to lure this to Portland is 

a big deal. And so I just hope that those that usually don't go to a car racing, 

sporting event would see this for what it is, which is the innovation. And really, 

because we are internationally known as a city of innovation in the green economy 

and this is why it's a perfect match. So I look forward to being out there on Saturday 

and welcome to the dais. And I’m glad. I hope you're having a wonderful time in the 

big metropolis city of Portland, Oregon. Absolutely  

Speaker:  Mr. Mayor, commissioners, thank you so much for giving me the 

opportunity to be here today. It is, as you can imagine, a great honor not only for 

formula e, but also for me personally to be here today in, you know, with such a 

distinguished you know, quorum. And for them and my name, as you said, is 

alberto longo. I’m the founder of formula e, a company that we started almost 

what, ten years ago? And but let me just introduce you a little bit to what formula e 

is today and formula is the is the only full electric racing series in the world. And we 

are the only sport property which is awarded with the iso on sustainability. We are 

also the only sport property which is net zero emission since inception in but most 

importantly or equally important, we are an amazing racing series. We do a we 

produce a lot of show, a lot of spectacle out there. When we go and race in our 

racing is very, very close racing. We have the best line up of drivers or one of the 

best lineup of drivers in the world of motorsport and but we also have a, you know, 

big manufacturers that support the championship brands like jaguar, like porsche, 



like ds, like nissan, maserati, mclaren, all those cars are going to be racing in the 

streets of Portland. Hopefully on on on Saturday. Formula is also broadcast in more 

than 150 countries around the world. That's a free to air and live tv and that will 

mean that in on Saturday probably we will be followed and seen and watched by 

more than 40 million people around and around the world. So while we have been 

so successful and up to today, you know, in only nine years of history, it's quite 

pretentious now for me to say that. But I actually believe it. I’m the founder. What 

am I going to say? Obviously. And but we promote electromobility. We we're 

inclusive with the most entertaining form of motorsport out there. We race in the 

center of the biggest cities in the world. Commissioner just mentioned it. And just 

to mention a few that you've forgot mexico, saudi arabia, hyderabad in india, you 

mentioned cape town, sao paulo in and monaco, berlin. Next year. We have just 

announced tokyo as well. Who will be part of the calendar and obviously Portland 

and why. Obviously Portland for me that's a the question that I get more and 

question every time that our journalists come to come or call me or ask for an 

interview and first of all because we share the same values on green economy you 

just said it and Portland has been awarded also as the most greenest city in the us. 

So basically we have, you know, a lot in common and you have three mega 

franchises, four franchises in the in the city, two of them soccer, female, male. The 

other one, which brings me good memories, is Portland trailblazer. You know, 

arvydas sabonis was playing here and he was also playing for my team in spain, 

madrid, real madrid. So it is we have been fan of the Portland trailblazers since a 

long time ago and also it has a huge heritage in motorsport. There are races here in 

the nascar that racetrack for whatever reason well done by the way and it's the only 

racetrack in the us that hosts three international events like like indy nascar and 

formula e, you know, so that's well done to everybody involved on that because it's 



fantastic. And then I also wanted to state that the economic impact for the city that 

formula e is going to live in the cities in the north of 100 million us dollar and the 

spend of formula e is around $20 million on just one day event. And most of this 

money obviously it will go to local entities manpower we hire more than 2000 

people to produce the event that hopefully all of you are going to see and on 

Saturday and just to finish the good news is that we have, you know, announced 

already the race in Portland for next season for our season ten of the calendar. This 

is subject to obviously ratification in the world motor sport council in which is going 

to happen in October. But yeah, we are hopefully going to be back. There are few 

things that we need to sort out, but hopefully we will be back in June next year. And 

yeah, I’m just looking forward to the race on Saturday to see all of you and again, 

it's a great honor to be here and to have the chance to speak to you. Thank you so 

much. Thank you, jim.  

Speaker:  You're welcome. How are you today?  

Speaker:  I’m doing great. I hope you are, too. No, this is you know, I don't need to 

repeat everything that's been said by all of you, but a big opportunity for our city. 

It's he said in the us, we're actually the only track in the world to host the three top 

series in the world of racing. So pretty incredible where peers come from an 

economic catalyst for our region just in the last six years because before that we 

were we didn't have a major global race for 11 year period. So to see a city park 

hosting this, and especially in north Portland and what it does for our community, 

tremendous. I think the number of you're going to see a lot of or hear a lot of 

accents on the street this week, uh, probably upwards of 3000 foreign guests 

traveling primarily from the continent, europe and some from asia. That's a 

number that's going to grow next year. We only had a six month runway to really 

introduce Portland to the world, but very excited about the lift that we're getting 



from a tourism standpoint and especially a foreign tourists. So pretty spectacular 

opportunity for us as a city. Thank you for your leadership as well. Thank you for 

your support. Appreciate it. Thank you. Thanks so much for being here.  

Speaker:  All right. Anybody else want anything to add? Anything, colleagues, our 

tickets still available.  

Speaker:  Tickets are still available. Always promoting. But yeah, right now we're 

approaching 65, 70% of capacity. That's one thing. Should be noted. This will look 

like no other race that's ever been in this city. There's over 170 structures that have 

been built at pr that's probably triple what's been built for indycar and nascar. It is a 

festival of the sustainable economy out there music, entertainment. And I think this 

is not it's race fans are more than welcome and a focal point, but I think non race 

fans will find a very interesting and engaging opportunity out there. And so this is 

really about celebrating our ethos as a community from a sustained ability with the 

leading group in the sport right?  

Speaker:  So let's give some Portland hospital and welcome our friends from spain. 

All right. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.  

Speaker:  See you Saturday. See you.  

Speaker:  All right. With that, I will now convene this morning's council session. 

Today's date is June 21st, 2023. Good morning, Keelan. Please call the roll. Good 

morning, Ryan.  

Speaker:  Here, Gonzalez.  

Speaker:  Here. Mapps. Here  

Speaker:  Here. Wheeler. Here  

Speaker:  And now we'll hear from legal counsel on the rules of order and 

decorum. Good morning.  



Speaker:  Welcome to the Portland City Council. City Council is holding hybrid 

public meetings with in-person attendance in addition to electronic attendance. If 

you wish to testify before council in person or virtually, you must sign up in advance 

by visiting the council agenda on the council clerk's web page at ww. Dot 

Portland.gov/council/agenda. You may sign up for communications to briefly speak 

about any subject. You may also sign up for public testimony on resolution reports 

or the first readings of ordinances. Written testimony may be submitted at cc 

testimony at Portland, Oregon dot gov. Your testimony should address the matter 

being considered at the time when testifying. Please state your name for the 

record. Your address is not necessary. Please disclose if you are a lobbyist. If you 

are representing an organization, please identify it for testifiers. Joining virtually. 

Please unmute yourself. Once the council clerk calls your name. The presiding 

officer preserves order and decorum during City Council meetings so everyone can 

feel welcome, comfortable, respected and safe. The presiding officer determines 

the length of testimony individuals generally have three minutes to testify unless 

otherwise stated. A timer will indicate when your time is done. Disruptive conduct 

such as shouting, refusing to conclude your testimony when your time is up, 

interrupting others testimony or council deliberations will not be allowed. And if 

there are disruptions, a warning will be given that further disruption may result in 

the person being ejected for the remainder of the meeting. After being ejected. A 

person who fails to leave the meeting is subject to arrest for trespass. Additionally, 

council may take a short recess and reconvene in virtually.  

Speaker:  Very good. Thank you, colleagues. Emergency item 519519, which is the 

supplemental budget for the overexpenditure process, must be adopted today in 

order to meet year end requirements, in order to execute the budget. Apparently a 

couple of council members are not able to participate this afternoon, so we will not 



have enough council members this afternoon to vote on item 519 today unless we 

vote to suspend the rules and hear the item this morning instead. With that, I move 

to suspend the rules to hear item 519 as part of the morning agenda. Can I please 

get a second? Second. Commissioner Rubio seconds. Is there any discussion on 

seeing none? Keelan please call the roll to suspend the rules.  

Speaker:  Ryan hi. Gonzales hi. Maps hi. Rubio hi, Wheeler.  

Speaker:  Hi. The motion carries will take this item up at the top of the regular 

agenda and colleagues due to a lack of quorum. Obviously this afternoon's council 

session will be canceled and the two additional items scheduled for this afternoon's 

session will be rescheduled to a later date. Keelan can you please read items 520 

and 521.  

Speaker:  Item 520 approve the mount hood cable regulatory commission fy 20 

2324 fund budget item 521 authorize five year grant agreement with Portland 

community media dba opensignal for public educational and governmental access 

resources and to provide culturally responsive, relevant and affordable media 

training for and with media makers and nonprofit organizations on a citywide basis 

not to exceed. $6,239,438 in operational support. Thanks. I'll turn this over to 

commissioner Rubio now to share with the public when we expect these items to 

come back to council.  

Speaker:  Commissioner Rubio. Thank you, mayor.  

Speaker:  I would like to request for items 520 and 521 to be heard next 

Wednesday, June 28th. Time certain at 10:05 a.m. And 10:35 a.m. Very good.  

Speaker:  Second, is that a motion? No, no. Okay, good.  

Speaker:  We just all agree. Without objection. Thanks, Keelan appreciate it. 

Thanks, commissioner Rubio. All right. We'll move on to the communications for 

this morning's agenda. We have item item. 508509510511 and 512. They're all on 



the same subject. If you could go ahead and read them all. And I understand there 

are some substitutions of the individuals. Am 508 request of Ryan hashagen to 

address council regarding steel bridge skate park item 509 request of salt scrapper 

to address council regarding steel bridge skate park item 510 request of brian lopez 

to address council regarding steel bridge skate park item 511 request of janet king 

to address council regarding steel bridge skate park item 512 request of bill couch 

to address council regarding steel bridge skate park.  

Speaker:  They would all like to use the 15 minutes. Great.  

Speaker:  And are they in person or virtual? Great. All right. If you heard your name 

come on down and we'll let you orchestrate it and you have 15 minutes full, a full 

presentation. Thank you. Thanks for being here. We appreciate it. Thanks and i'll let 

you guys just decide the order and if you could state your name for the record, 

because I understand there's been a couple of substitutions. Thank you. We also 

have one testifier via zoom.  

Speaker:  Are they showing up? Oh, great. Wonderful go ahead, rj, you're muted.  

Speaker:  Hello, everyone.  

Speaker:  Keelan. Hello. City Council. My name is rj waters. I apologize for any 

sound or echo. Here I am coming to you from stronger skate park, which is the 

indoor skate park that I founded a few years ago in milwaukie. But I’m a resident of 

Portland. We're right on the border of Portland in milwaukie here, and we have 

summer camp going on right now. So there's some noise out there with all the kids. 

I created stronger skate park. So that we could have a year round include space for 

action sports in the Portland metro area. Currently, there's not really any other 

spaces that are both covered, accessible all year round and feel welcoming to 

people of all backgrounds, all ability levels and all different levels. Um, nowadays, 

skateboarding, scootering, roller skates, other action sports as we call them, are 



very popular. Recreational activities across ages and genders. But it wasn't all that 

long ago when skate parks were seen as a place for teen boys and young adult men 

almost exclusively. But thanks to a lot of work by a lot of brave people putting 

themselves out there, it's now a much more inclusive, um, place, the skate park. 

And we're still doing work to make that even more. I believe the steel bridge skate 

park can be another place that is for everyone on wheels. Portland has a long 

history of skateboarding in our city, but it's time to do a project that's even bigger, 

more inclusive, to keep growing that legacy and coming into a more kind of modern 

era with it. Um by building a new skate park in old town, we'll be able to serve both 

those families that live in that area, as well as the entire city and even beyond the 

city of Portland. It'll be a destination both for skaters and non skaters by providing 

an interesting place to visit, it'll be on people's list right there with the Saturday 

market. They can walk just a little further and see the incredible sights of people 

roller skating, skateboarding, riding bikes of all ages and ability levels. Um, it will 

engage. Couch already said that. Um, I also want to address the concerns of skate 

parks, not always being cared for. Skaters have a long history of caring for our own 

spaces, cleaning up our own trash, keeping the space as safe as possible, and also 

want to just add that the skate parks are some of the most heavily used features in 

our city parks. If you go to lewitt park or ed benedict park, the skate parks are 

always busy and oftentimes there's empty tennis courts, empty basketball courts. 

And the skate park is never empty. So there's no so there's no reason not to have 

more space for these sports in our city. And we're overdue for having another big 

central skate park. So I just urge you guys to help us fund this project and move it 

forward so that we can have a place for people of all backgrounds, including 

women, queer folk, disabled folk, younger kids and older adults to all come 



together in the sports that we love. Thank you very much. Thank you. Appreciate 

your testimony.  

Speaker:  Hi. Oh I’m stevie, mo and it's interesting that we're having this 

conversation today because it is go skate day.  

Speaker:  So if you get a chance, go out and skate. I want to first take the time to 

thank the council and prosper Portland for allocating funds to help move the steel 

bridge skate park project forward. I want to take a minute to let you know why this 

project means so much to me. I’m the operations director for push movement. We 

are a local nonprofit that is dedicated to building healthy, inclusive communities 

through skateboarding and self-expression. Our goal is to bring this programing to 

downtown, and the skate park will allow us to do the work that we find most 

valuable in the space that is needed in Portland. I was at the award ceremony for 

the Portland parks foundation a couple of weeks back, and I heard commissioner 

Ryan say that we need to bring people back to downtown Portland if we were going 

to save our city. This project will allow that to happen. This is not just a skate park, 

but a public resource that can be utilized by the community and bring people back 

to a space that has been neglected by all of us, by allowing the city to use this, the 

sdc funds to build this park, you are doing exactly what is needed to accomplish 

what you want bringing people back to downtown Portland, giving the community a 

reason to occupy space that has appeared to be unsafe and unfit for public use for 

many years. Its location is detrimental to the city because it gives new life to a space 

in downtown that has been overlooked due to it being inaccessible because the 

space is not being properly utilized. We want to see downtown Portland thrive in 

this project is the direction we need to go to give our city the hope that we're so 

desperately looking for right now. So I hope that you guys can allocate that funding 

for us. Thank steve. Hello  



Speaker:  My name is nadeau gandarilla. I’m one of the admins for local community 

group called community and bowls. And my testimony is basically like my 

experience skating here in Portland, growing up in Portland area, I saw safe spaces 

to skate and express myself when I went. When I was a young teen, I used to ride 

the max for like and the bus two plus hours to go to a park. Now that I’m older, I 

can have more accessible skate parks, but I still think about those who are not as 

mobile. I think like, you know, having a downtown skate park will and using trimet is 

easily accessible for a lot of people through skating, I’ve discovered a strong sense 

of community participating in various skating events around town like each week 

there's roller hockey, there's a secret disco, there's skate stronger, skate park. 

There's also like Tuesday night skate, and through these communities, I’ve found a 

strong sense of family and friends. I host a roller or we host. We is always as as 

community host, like a roller skating thing and an abandoned at abandoned park 

undercover park. And we basically only get together during the rainy season and 

skate together and it's always awesome to hear people say, oh, I would have left 

Portland or gone back home if it wasn't for this community. I would. I like stayed 

here and I met so many friends and I like love every one of you guys. It's a great 

feeling constructing this construct, eating the steel bridge, skate park will have a 

positive impact act both on me and my community. It will attract more foot traffic 

to the downtown area with skaters of all ages enjoying the park. This would be this 

will bring people to the streets, creating a vibrant atmosphere where both skaters 

and non skaters can come together and appreciate the park. Thank you. Good 

morning.  

Speaker:  Good morning.  

Speaker:  Hello. My name is katherine rose and I started skateboarding in my late 

20s during the pandemic when most activities were shut down and everyone was 



full of fear of the unknown. As a trained dancer, I immediately fell in love with the 

challenge of coordinating my body to move in a completely new way. 

Skateboarding is about taking risks and embracing the dance between pleasure, 

pain, and more than that, it is about community skate parks. Create a space where 

whoever you are, you are there embracing the risk of doing something that is 

inherently challenging and intrinsically pushing you past what you think is possible. 

That risk creates a vulnerable and social situation in, as I have learned to skate, I 

have met eight year olds who absolutely shred 50 year olds who are still in the 

game and more than anything, an extremely diverse group of passionate people 

who are there to be outside and push themselves and those around them. 

However over not every skate park or skate spot is inclusive or safe for everyone. 

We want to change that. I wholeheartedly support the steel bridge skate park 

because we need more skate parks to incorporate inclusivity, community, 

placemaking and green space. From the inception, especially in the west side of our 

city. I ironically, I’m here advocating for building this park, putting down pavement 

while also being employed by de pave, an environmental nonprofit in Portland. 

Dead dedicated to creating community green space by ripping up pavement. 

However our work centers around the concept of people focused design and the 

intentional creation of livable, livable spaces. This project exemplifies that mission. 

The future location of the steel bridge skate park sits at a natural drainage site for 

stormwater runoff from naito parkway and adjacent roads. Dow architecture is 

design incorporates green space into the park and includes stormwater 

management and retention, as well as solar charging features. We need to view 

skate parks as part of our natural and urban landscape, with green spaces 

integrated into their layout. This design does exactly that. Many studies have shown 

the positive effect of nature and green space on our mental and physical health. 



Seeing that combined with a skate park where folks can recreate and move through 

their landscape is exciting and something that feels distinctly Portland. I hope the 

city chooses to embrace making outdoor spaces that are managing stormwater, 

incorporating green space and habitat, encouraging positive recreation and more 

than anything, creating spaces where people want to come spend time with each 

other. Thank you. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Appreciate it. Good morning. Good morning.  

Speaker:  Hello, mayor and city commissioners. Happy international skate day. My 

name is Ryan hashagen. I help organize the steel bridge skatepark coalition and 

also run a business in old town. Since 2007, icicle tricycles. I’d like to thank prosper 

Portland. The mayor, the parks commissioner Ryan pbot commissioner Mapps and 

all of City Council for working to identify funding for the design of the crown jewel 

the skate park master plan. The steel bridge skate park. We are here to express our 

appreciation for the work to date and to ask City Council to allocate downtown 

parks system development, charge funding to build this long awaited plan. The 

steel bridge skate park will draw people into old town, activate downtown and 

create a much needed and welcoming public space to skate. The design includes 

areas for spectating from friends, family and tourists from Saturday market to 

enjoy. Thank you for all of your work on this project. Let's now get rolling together 

to build the skate to get the steel bridge skate park funded together. Thank you so 

much.  

Speaker:  Thank you.  

Speaker:  Appreciate it. Thank you all for being here. And thank you for showing up 

on online today. I look forward to hearing more about this project as it develops. 

Thank you. Great. Thank you. All  

Speaker:  Really appreciate it. If I could just say a couple things.  



Speaker:  Dan has commissioner Ryan has a couple of comments. Yeah  

Speaker:  To thank you all for being here. Your presentation was amazing. I should 

have said something before you left, but all four of you and your friend on line just 

know that. Also, I just learned it's happy. Go. Did you say happy? Go happy 

international. International. Go skate day. All right. Got it. All right. Now we know. 

And let's let's celebrate that. I know you've been waiting for a long time for action 

on this, so I want to acknowledge your perseverance. I was doing some homework 

on just how long you've been going at it. I’m looking at you right now, Ryan. You're 

looking back at me and I’m committed to seeing this through. But I’m not the only 

one. I’m glad you mentioned commissioner Mapps, and we'll have some dialog 

about that because of that intersection. There is on vacation tuning in and raising 

their hand to say something after me. I’m just really know that we are focused on 

building skate parks in our parks around the city and parks has a good focus on 

that and this one is more complex because of the right of way in the area that it's 

in. All your compelling, you're really compelling points. I think the irony is when you 

first started this, there might have been one perception of what this could do to 

activate the downtown. And I’m hoping today that there's a different perception, 

the one that you laid out and so let's hear it for that type of progress. Yes. And I 

really do think it would be obviously a really healthy thing to bring downtown. And I 

really liked the theme of inclusivity. I don't think I’ve really heard such a through line 

when five people present on a skate park. Before that was really lovely. So parks is 

working through issues to proceed with this work. I know that commissioner Mapps 

can speak to the pbot which has to resolve issues with odot and trimet and you 

know, this better than anyone, Ryan and so let's let's know this will take a little while 

for them to resolve and I thank commissioner Mapps for working on this, the pbot 

piece and, and again, thanks for your perseverance. Hang in there. We'll see this 



through and see the steel bridge skate park, hopefully in our nearest future. All 

right. Thanks for being here. Thanks, commissioner. Commissioner Mapps.  

Speaker:  Hi. I just want to thank everyone who testified today on this matter. I get 

it. I’m a former skateboarder myself. I live with a 12 year old and a 14 year old. Boys 

we have plenty of skateboards scattered throughout our house. Pbot has an 

important role here in that we own some of this land and we look forward to 

working with odot and parks and bts to figure out a path forward. So stay tuned 

and my office will be in communication with commissioner commissioner Ryan's 

office to make Portland's next great skate park a reality. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thank you, commissioner. All right. We'll move into that completes 

communications will move into our first time certain item today, please. 513 

proclaim June 2023 to be Portland pride month. Good morning. I’d like to begin this 

morning by marking a very special event here at Portland City Council. It just so 

happens that today is commissioner dan Ryan's birthday. And in lieu of me singing 

because nobody wants us to start our day doing that, I just want to wish my 

esteemed colleague dan a very happy birthday. Your leadership and your work on 

the City Council and in your community has obviously made a deep and lasting 

impact. Thank you for everything you're doing for the city of Portland. We all 

appreciate you. So now I’d like to give commissioner Ryan the floor to introduce this 

year's proclamation honoring pride month. Commissioner Ryan thank you, mayor.  

Speaker:  That was very kind of you. And as I sit here as an aging queer, it's just 

such an honor to start this off. And also it's an important time to remind ourselves 

and our city why we continue to fight out for equality for lgbt. Q plus friends and 

families. I was just thinking about this a lot over the last two days that I think even a 

few years ago I would have a different tone. But the last couple of years have been 

kind of rough. And so I think it's important to take a moment just to acknowledge a 



little bit of that in this these these this equality includes now my husband and I are 

morris and we're so grateful that the supreme court did allow that to happen. And I 

think we keep reminding ourselves how fragile that is at these times. But the data 

speaks for itself. We are struggling to be seen as equal members of society, and the 

concerns are recent. More than. 193 anti-lgbtq plus incidents were tracked through 

mid November 2022, and that's three times more than the previous year. The gay 

lesbian alliance against defamation, known as glad reports it's recorded 161 protest 

and threats targeting drag events from early 2022 through April 23rd at the 

beginning of this year, state legislators across the nation have introduced more 

than 491 an anti lgbtq plus bills that represents more bills than in the past four 

years combined. And we must not abide these threats and to push queer and trans 

people into the shadows. No one should be marginalized. The good news for me 

and for all of us in here is we live in Portland, Oregon, and I now have the honor of 

turning this over to judge kemp. Members of the deep and members of the queer 

alliance team, including some very special guests at judge. I'll hand this over to your 

capable hands. Welcome, my brother. Take it away.  

Speaker:  Thank you, commissioner Ryan and happy birthday. Good morning, 

mayor. Commissioner Rubio and to everyone joining us today and who is zooming 

in? Happy pride, my name is judge kemp. I use he him pronouns. I work for the 

Portland bureau of transportation and on the leadership team for the city's queer 

alliance. That's part of the diverse and empowered employees of Portland groups 

or deep for short. We are honored to start our program with a solo performance by 

Portland gay men's chorus member matt eiler, accompanied by david safford, the 

Portland gay men's chorus is a group that inspires to expand and redefined and 

perfect the choral art through eclectic performances that honor and uplift the 

community and affirm the worth of all people for 43 years, the Portland gay men's 



chorus has been a proud and artistic part of the landscape in this community. They 

have used their musical voices to change the hearts and minds, not only here in 

Portland, but in the communities across Portland, the pacific northwest, and most 

recently in the people's republic of china, where they became the first western 

society worst western lgbt chorus to perform. And tour in four cities in including 

Portland's sister city, suzhou. This weekend, they will appear with their partner for 

disney concerts and the Oregon symphony when they bring disney pride in concert 

to the arlene schnitzer concert hall. This concert is the first ever all disney choral 

event told from an lgbt perspective merging music, dance, dance, video and 

storytelling into a compelling and life affirming event. Pgmc is also proud to be 

hosting students, families and faculty from atkinson elementary, who saw their 

pride celebration canceled after being deluged with hate messages generated by 

media coverage from far right aligned broadcasts. This pgmc wants to thank you for 

having them here today and for all the city of Portland does in continuing the work 

of building a more affirming and accepting place that we can all proudly call home.  

Remember for me, though, I have to say goodbye.  

Speaker:  Remember me? See don't let it make you cry.  

Speaker:  For even though I’m far away, I hold you in my heart. I sing a secret song 

to you each night we are apart. Remember remember me. Though I have to travel 

far remember? For me each time you hear a sad guitar know that I’m with you the 

only way that I can be until you're in my arms again. Remember me. Request shad 

ahmed we meet tango quiere mi amor recuerda mi me know your is por favor they 

give all in mi corazon circa mi tendras as old as your country. Sonando enred glisan 

request me. I’m getting us get me get her request me si me guitar yes your you're 

our my that I’m with you. The only way that I can be and till you're in my arms 

again. One remain one. I’m. For me me. Wow wow. Thank you.  



Speaker:  That was beautiful.  

Speaker:  Thank you, richard, matthew and david for sharing your talents with us 

this morning. I’m pleased to be here with several of my colleagues from our affinity 

group. I have been a part of the queer alliance group since September of 2021 and 

could not have been happier to join. And now I serve on the leadership team of the 

queer alliance group with such strong and engaged membership, our members 

represent a broad cross-section of city employees is and have been critical to 

moving forward some long desired initiatives, including the funding of an inaugural 

lgbtq ia to espn+ program policy position and the hiring of a limited term. Human 

resources consultant. We also want to thank the council for their funding of a 

secondary limited term position to support the growth of the program within the 

office and equity and human rights. These investments have given the deep group's 

vision and agenda additional much needed visibility and bandwidth. These 

positions are critical for representation of city employees in the supplemental 

section of the recent workplace survey, 1.5% responded that they identify ami as 

something other than woman or man. 71% responded that they identify as 

something other than heterosexual. Thanks to the council's responsiveness to last 

year's ask. We also have dedicated policy liaisons from each office. Michelle 

rodriguez, darion jones, cody bowman, michelle diaz, nick coffey, thank you for 

your engagement over the last year with our deep group leadership on developing 

lgbtq ia 2000s plus program strategic plan and strategic strategizing. Moving 

forward, our policy priorities.  

Speaker:  Good morning. My name is anthony cabezas. I use he him pronouns. I’ve 

been part of the queer alliance and the bureau of planning sustainability for about 

a little more than half a year now, and we are hopeful that this is just the beginning 

of integrate ing an intersectional lgbtq plus equity lens into all the work we do here 



at the city. Unfortunate not all communities have the same focus. Investment in this 

work and the protection of our communities. As commissioner dan Ryan shared a 

lot of statistics with that. I will not repeat. It's far reaching and it's growing in 

intensity and alarm ing rate. So even in our own community, we have we're seeing 

this huge uptick in threats and hate from school pride celebrations to library drag 

queen story times. Anti queer forces are using threats of violence to try to silence 

us and suppress activities, while the sheer volume of hate is overwhelming, it is 

imperative that we also come together to celebrate the croatia courageous push 

back to these kinds of attacks. While we want to uplift jurisdictions across the 

country who are publicly and proactively protecting queer and trans community 

officials in missouri's largest city approved a resolution in may to declare kansas 

city a sanctuary for people seeking or providing gender affirming care defying state 

lawmakers who voted a day earlier to ban such care for minors and restricted for 

some adults in texas, the state capital of austin declared last year that it should be 

considered a sanctuary for transgender youth and their families and harris county, 

home to houston, declared it wouldn't pursue against parents over gender 

affirming care. California, minnesota and Washington have declared themselves 

sanctuary states for gender affirming care, as have the cities of chicago, 

minneapolis, minnesota and west hollywood, california. We also want to recognize 

and thank the mayor and the commissioners for adopting the updates to the 

recent city and city human resource administrative rules last week that were 

expanded to include language around the chosen families and other common 

intersectional issues in our community. The queer alliance group is heartened to 

know that we have advocates in the city who have been meeting to move forward 

these kinds of protections as well and look forward to them coming to council this 

this pride. Our group is asking council and the community at large to be in public 



solidarity with community celebrations across the region. If you are sitting on the 

dice, we need you to continue the support, the growth of this work at the city 

through moving the lgbt two plus strategic plan, supporting the development of 

policies that have already been designed and drafted and stay visible within the 

community. This pride season for Portlanders. Watching today's proclamation at 

home or in the chambers, please show up this pride season and do your part to 

support queer events and spaces. Go to a drag brunch, enjoy queer art and most 

importantly, write or call your local, state and federal lawmaker hours in support of 

protections for queer, trans and reproductive health. We need our community to 

be with us now more than ever. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thank you, anthony. Good morning. Council my name is kayla mcgrail, 

the she and I’m a proud member of the queer alliance. I am employed in the 

bureau of planning and sustainability as a queer, historic preservationist focused 

on the lgbtq plus historic sites project. At this ongoing initiative seeks to protect our 

histories against decay, demolition and erasure through the additional designation 

of landmarks to the national register of historic places. I’m honored to be here and 

be a witness to Portland's 2023 pride proclamation. In looking back 46 years ago, 

Portland issued its first gay pride proclamation in 400 people were downtown town. 

To celebrate this significant moment in Portland's history. Across the city, a protest 

was held against this proclamation. That historical moment is all too present. As we 

continue fighting against protests of lgbtqia two plus pride. Civil rights and mere 

existence. As these challenges are significant and the histories of queer resiliency 

can guide us through navigating cycles of attacks and hate. But more than 

resiliency, queer joy and community push us forward. Fortunat ely, a plethora of 

Portland queer city employees have been and currently are central to leading us 

through. We are reminded of that history right here at city hall, especially with the 



keystone lowry memorial garden right outside that keystone was an influential gay 

rights activist. And through collaboration with other influence, city staffers, 

including kathleen sadat, Portland's anti-discrimination ordinance was passed. City 

hall and several hundred other places across the city are embedded with queer 

histories and legacies. These places are the physical reminders that queer people 

have been here, are here, and will remain here. I invite Portlanders to remember 

and celebrate our queer histories and historic places during this pride summer and 

all year long honor Portland's queer history with a renewed and determined 

dedication to supporting our queer pasts, presence and futures.  

Speaker:  Thank you, kayla. Thank you all for your attention today to the two. For 

today's important proclamation. Our community is strong. We are resist it and we 

are here. I would like to leave everyone with a poem from my recently released 

collection of 55 semi-biographical poems from a book entitled live love. Leo. The 

piece is entitled we are here. We are here. A diverse spectrum of family bound by 

blood and not representing color shades in celebration and unity. T 365 days a 

year, 24 hours a day and seven days a week. We are here forces old clad and angry 

habits of righteous ness. Condemn my life and whom I choose to love. 

Governmentally politicized and medically deprived moved. We were forced to act 

up voices young and inexperienced in life's journey. Demand changes now while 

ignoring souls lost souls of a time when a place of brick and mortar is now a stone 

wall monument and genesis to the start of a movement, we are here were 

ridiculed, stereotyped and victims of violence. Our communities rally onward from 

lesbian trans dikes on bikes, drag queens, muscle daddy bears to spirit gay and bi 

here is something for everyone. For this is pride, a yearly spectacle of parades, 

sequins waving rainbow flags, letting the world around us know that we are here 



now. Now I’m going to pass it to the mayor for comments before my colleague 

karen brooks comes up to read the proclamation.  

Speaker:  Thanks, judge.  

Speaker:  First, I want to thank the members of the city's queer alliance for their 

thought provoking presentations, as well as for drafting this year's proclamation. I 

also want to thank the Portland gay men's chorus for their incredible performance 

this morning. That was really sensational. Thank you so much for being here and 

sharing with all of us and thank you all for bringing your perspectives to this 

important annual celebration of pride month. I’d like to open the floor for my 

colleagues to speak. I'll just go in the order. I'll let commissioner Ryan speak last. 

Commissioner Mapps, you're up first. Thank you, mr. Mayor.  

Speaker:  And let me start today by thanking our panelists for today's presentation 

and performance. That was very moving. I would also like to add this. I am honored 

to join this council in proclaiming June to be Portland pride month. Now Portland 

pride month commemorates the stonewall riots, which occurred on June 28th, 

1969. The stonewall riots were an uprising by members of the gay community in 

response to a police raid on the stonewall in a gay bar in new york's greenwich 

village neighborhood. At that time, it was a common practice for police 

departments to raid gay bars with the intent of harassing and shaming customers. 

Now that began to change on June 28th, 1969, when police raided the stonewall inn 

on that night, the patrons of the stonewall inn fought back and sparked a civil rights 

revolution. Glisan. In 1970, a year after the stonewall riots, new york city hosted its 

first gay pride parade. It was called the christopher street liberation day, and it was 

intended to commemorate the stonewall riots. Now now, the concept of setting 

aside a day and eventually a month to celebrate and demand gay liberation quickly 

spread around the globe for example, in 1971, gay pride parades were held in 



boston, dallas, milwaukee, london, paris, west berlin and stockholm. By 1972, pride 

parades spread to atlanta, buffalo. Detroit. Washington, dc. Maya amy, philadelphia 

and san francisco and. In 1975, Portland held its first pride celebration when a 

group of about 200 people gathered on the south park blocks near psu for gay 

pride fair. And in 1976, Portland held its first gay pride March. Portland activist 

kathleen sadat helped organize Portland's first gay pride March. Sadat described 

that March with these words, quote, we were Marching along and doing chants, 

being scared and seeing people on the sidewalk who we knew were gay or lesbian 

but were afraid to join the March. Today it is important that we remember the 

courage it took and still takes to come out to celebrate lgbt plus identities and to 

demand lgbt plus rights. And on this day, it is important to remember and 

recognize the incredible civil rights victories won by Portland's lgbtqia plus 

community for example, in 1977, the city of Portland issued its first proclamation 

for gay pride day in 1987, the Portland City Council approved an ordinance stating 

that city employees cannot be fired solely because they are gay or lesbian. In 1991, 

in Portland, City Council adopted a civil rights ordinance that banned discrimination 

based on sexual orientation in housing, employment and public accommodation 

options. In 1993, the city of Portland extended health benefits to domestic partners 

of city employees and in 1998, Portland City Council passed a resolution that 

implemented nondiscrimination protections on the basis of transgendered 

identities. In 2008. Sam adams was elected mayor of Portland, which made him the 

first openly gay mayor of a major us city. And today I have the great privilege and 

pleasure of serving on this council with my friend dan Ryan, a longtime champion 

of lgbtqia plus rights, common sense and human decency. Today we are nearly 50 

years removed from Portland's first pride event. Much progress has been made 

and much work is left to be done. For example, violence against Portland's lgbtqia 



plus community continues to run rampant. Employers and housing discrimination 

against members of the gay community is still common and our health care system 

continues to fail. Our lgbtq plus neighbors. So while there is much to celebrate this 

pride month, it is also important to remember that there are important battles 

ahead. That's why I want to take a moment to urge all Portlanders to celebrate 

pride month. And that's why I want to urge all Portlanders to seize this moment and 

do your part to further the cause of lgbtqia plus rights here in the city of roses. 

Thank you very much. And happy pride month. Thanks commissioner Mapps 

commissioner Rubio thank you, mayor.  

Speaker:  First, I just want to thank commissioner Ryan and mayor for bringing this 

forward and also to our excellent presenters and performers. I appreciate you for 

your comments and also want to thank the queer alliance, the gay men's chorus, 

the office of equity and human rights, and deep for showing young people all to 

feel proud and to bring their full selves to everything that they do and to demand 

recognition and dignity. So just the fact of showing up today, even just as that, it's 

heartening to hear about the progress that we're making collectively and at the 

same time. Exactly what some of you mentioned, the stories that we're hearing 

around the country remind us that we need to double down on our work and we 

need to protect our civil rights and lgbtqia plus affirming policies. I want to thank all 

our lgbtqia employees who unapologetically stand up and have refused to let 

anything hold their power and their voices back. And this also includes appreciation 

to my friend and colleague, commissioner dan Ryan, who's very presence and 

representation on this council is a testament to that leadership. I also want to 

acknowledge all bipoc lgbtqia plus and intersectional folks and all the distinct 

visibility challenges that they face. And judge, I want to thank you for lifting this up 

in your poetry. That was especially meaningful to me and for your advocacy. Again, 



just deeply appreciate the commitment to justice and the support for future 

generations through your actions and showing up and being seen and being 

present and showing people that they are worthy. So again, thank you for your 

actions and contributions and for building belonging in Portland and also happy 

pride.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Commissioner Rubio, commissioner gonzales. Muted. You're 

muted. Rene, can you unmute. Still muted. Now I know how keelin's job is. Let me 

come back to you, commissioner gonzales. I'll go ahead and make my statement. 

We'll circle back and see if we can get that straightened out. Well first of all, thank 

you, colleagues. This is truly one of my favorite events every year. It's a lot of fun 

and it's meaningful. And as has been indicated, we're standing on the shoulders of 

many, many others. This is a history that dates back to 1971 with pride Marches 

specifically being held here since 19 1976. Today's children do not know a world 

without a pride movement and that gives me a deep well of hope for a future 

advances in equality and fortunately, as as has been indicated here today, we 

would be remiss if we did not also note that the lgbtq plus community continues to 

face hateful attacks. S all across our country. These attacks have come recently as 

judge had indicated, in the form of a variety of bigoted legislative proposals. I want 

to be clear that I firmly denounce s. These attempts at discriminate ing against an 

incredibly valuable part of our community. D. I can state unequivocally cully that I 

will continue to fight fiercely to support legislation and policies that protect the 

lgbtq plus community locally as well as nationally and I’m proud that the city 

honored transgender day of visibility earlier this year. I look forward to the more 

work that we can do together to ensure that Portland is both equitable as well as 

inclusive. Honoree we in greater Portland must continue to strive for greater 

acceptance and equality, while also being loud and proud to make clear that 



acceptance and inclusion rather than discrimination and exclusion are what make 

our city a stronger city. I’m going to try. Commissioner gonzales again here. Before 

we go to karen, commissioner gonzales, were you able to unmute, do this, do you 

have my you have my cell number handy? Just call me on on my cell. Joe's pizza 

parlor. How may I help you? Go ahead. Go ahead, commissioner. Okay. Can you try 

it now? Back out here.  

Speaker:  I’m trying to. Yeah  

Speaker:  Shut off your mic on the there. I don't think this is going to work.  

Speaker:  I'll send you my comments. Okay thank you. All right. Thanks 

commissioner.  

Speaker:  Well, it was worth a try. Now I want to welcome karen brooks, who is a 

member of the city's queer alliance group, to read.  

Speaker:  She goes on, I go, oh, I’m sorry, commissioner Ryan. I totally. On your 

birthday. No less. This is horrible. I'll call you on your cell. This is the worst faux pop 

of the day, commissioner Ryan, please. Sure  

Speaker:  Judge anthony. Rick. Matt. David the Portland gay men's chorus. Kayla 

karen. It's good to see you. This is a lovely presentation. Thank you so much. You 

really worked hard on it. It's really tight and clear and you covered so many bases. 

So I’m really honored to be a part of the community that you're a part of and lacks. I 

know you're doing that really amazing, humble leadership, but something tells me 

that you were leading behind the scenes, so let's hear it for leczkowski, who's back 

there. Thank you for your demonstrated once again of amazing, humble leadership. 

Lex caroline antifa I’m really appreciative of the work that you do for all of our city 

employees. It's really important to take a breath and just listen to that on this day 

and I want to lift those from the lgbt community on my own staff. And so there's a 

few of them out there. Thank you. Darian jones thank you, tj mchugh. And thank 



you, steve lee. I have to say, remember me? I had no idea what you were all going 

to sing and judge, I sure like your, your, your disney pin there. The rainbow mickey 

mouse. But I have to say, it was moving because some of us of my age, we went to 

a lot of funerals in the 80s and 90s. Way too many of a lot of brothers and some 

sisters that were lost. And so when I hear a song like that, I’m reminded that I’m 

living on. They inspire me to serve. I am fortunate i'll be it'll be 40 years this 

December where how long I’ve lived with hiv and it's just a real reminder when you 

sing a song like that that I’m just really grateful to be alive. And I’m also really 

moved to remember all those amazing people who inspired me to have courage, 

who inspired me to start going to gay pride parades because is because they were 

literally fighting for their lives and dying. So the least I could do was be a volunteer 

and get involved in the movement. And I will just go back to that time because it 

was a time that I think I hope and I’m counting on your generation to really bring us 

back together. Yeah, I saw my lesbian sister caring for their gay brothers constantly. 

I saw us build systems. One reason I’m known to be a reformer and I think out of 

the box, I know it's from the volunteer work I did because the government wasn't 

there for us and so we had to build systems from the ground up where all system 

change really comes from. And then when we had government takeover on the top 

down approach, actually it was weakened for quite some time. So we had to fight 

and so I learned how to be feisty and sassy in those meetings. Yes, I was young 

once and rejecting the top down, just out of touch approach that they were taking. 

And we had authentically built better systems to care for one another. And so I 

know long term care will always be better in our country because of what we had to 

do. Since even the president of the united states would even say that we were 

dying. And so i. Your song allowed me to feel all that this morning. Thank you. So 

I’m grateful to be in a sanctuary city and for the most part, a state. But we don't 



take advantage of that. And I also know that we have to keep being there. I think my 

favorite part of pride parade is meeting people from baker, Oregon, la grande cbo, 

you name it. That don't have the privilege of being seen in the same way we are 

here. So I look forward to the pride festival in July when we get to experience a lot 

of rural Oregonians coming to town and I’m just proud to support this proclamation 

and yes, judge, that was beautiful. We are here. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thank you, commissioner Ryan. And now we'll welcome karen brooks, 

who will read the proclamation. Karen, thank you.  

Speaker:  All right. Whereas as the city of Portland is committed to diversity, social 

justice and equity and mutual respect as a fundamental aspect of a healthy 

community and. Whereas, the long and ongoing struggle of the lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, asexual and other sexual and gender 

minority communities for basic civil and human rights continue news to provide 

inspiration to all those who work against discrimination and oppression. And. 

Whereas, in any movement, it is imperative to remember its history and center the 

voices of its most marginalized members, especially trans gender women of color 

like marsha p johnson and sylvia rivera, who fought back against police violence at 

stonewall figures in a long lineage of leaders who have fought for queer and trans 

liberation and. Whereas, the presence and visibility of the lgbtq plus community is 

vital to the quality of life of all residents and visitors alike in the city of Portland, a 

city known as a safe harbor and home for this community. And. Whereas, pride 

celebrations have been held continuous cully in Portland since 1971 and pride 

March has since 1976 and 2023 marks the 53rd anniversary of pride around the 

world and. Whereas, we are witnessing a relentless attack on the dignity and rights 

of all lgbtqia plus people, but most specifically transgender adults and youth who 



are not only being denied basic health care but are being targeted for state 

oppression and violence. And. Whereas, it is vital to not be silent nor avert our eyes 

from the threats that our lgbtq plus family, friends, coworkers, neighbors and 

community are facing and to find ways to protect each other and continue to be a 

safe harbor and home for all. Queer and trans people and. Whereas, especially in 

the face of discrimination, we celebrate with pride. The dedication to service, art, 

craft work and mutual aid that the lgbtq plus community shares with all the people 

of Portland through more than three years of a global pandemic and ongoing 

struggles for justice.  

Speaker:  Now, therefore, I ted Wheeler, mayor of the city of Portland, Oregon, the 

city of roses, do hereby proclaim June 20th, 23 to be Portland pride month in 

Portland and encourage all residents to observe this month. Thank you all. 

Appreciate you. Thank you. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thank you. All right, colleagues, we'll move to the suspension item.  

Speaker:  Item 5181 and adopt the supplemental budget for the fy 20 2223 over 

expenditure process.  

Speaker:  And make budget adjustments in various funds.  

Speaker:  Colleagues, we can now proceed with necessary action to review and 

approve the over expenditure ordinance, also known as the arroyo. The arroyo is a 

final budget monitoring process s of the current fiscal year. It's very narrowly 

focused on preventing over expenditure at the bureau of fund or appropriation 

level. This morning the city budget office director tim grew will walk us through the 

ordinance. We will then hear and second, any amendments after that we will take 

public testimony, if there is any, before the council deliberate votes and votes. I'll 

now turn this over to director grewe to review the overexpenditure the ordinance. 

Welcome director grewe.  



Speaker:  Thank you, mr. Mayor, and good morning to the council members. For 

the record, my name is tim grew. I am the city budget director and I’m here with my 

colleague robert, who is our budget monitoring process coordinator today before 

you, as the mayor said, is the overexpenditure ordinance, as indicated by the 

mayor, the arroyo is an annual action council takes in mid to late June to 

recommended as recommended by the cbo in order to prevent over expenditures 

that may occur at the fund bureau or major object levels of the budget bureaus are 

required to adjust their budgets so that funds do not have a negative balance at 

year end before you. The arroyo ordinance, as filed includes actions which will 

appropriate all remaining general fund restricted contingency reserve costs for non 

general fund contingencies and several tactical adjustments requested by bureaus 

to ensure that expense is do not exceed current budgets. Next, I will briefly 

highlight some of these changes. Please feel free to ask me questions at any time in 

total, the arroyo increases the city's current appropriations by 20.3 million. There is 

3 million in unrestricted general fund contingency at this point in the fiscal year, as 

filed, the arroyo would allocate 2.5, leaving. 500,000 for any last urgent allocations. I 

would like to now briefly summarize the general fund contingency allocations that 

total 2.5 million from the ordinance before you. The first request I requested item is 

has to do with the Portland fire bureau. $2 million is being allocated from the 

general fund contingency to cover over expenditures in Portland fire and rescue 

general fund budget. These expenses expenses are predominantly driven by 

overtime and other personnel costs during the year. The cbo also recommends that 

the bureau be authorized to draw funds as necessary from the fire capital reserve 

fund of up to $3.5 million to cover any additional over expenditures. Furthermore 

although the capital fund should not be used for operational overages, the cbo 

recommends that the Portland fire and rescue bureau plan to use all general fund 



resources before initiating any transfers from the capital fund, capital fund, reserve 

forces are to be available as the funding source of last resort at the hydroelectric 

power operating fund managed by the water bureau is supported by power sales 

from the dam in the watershed and current for casts are indicating that there is a 

potential that there may be a fund deficit by the end of the fiscal year when there is 

a deficit, it is up to the general fund to provide funds to make the balance positive. 

The cbo is recommend adding that 500,000 be allocated from the general fund 

contingency to the hydropower fund to mitigate any possible over expenditures at 

year end it to fund ends up with a positive balance, which may be the case at year 

end. Then the transfer will not be executed. However over if the if the transfer is 

required. Cbo has recommended that the general fund be reimbursed should the 

sufficient funds become available in the hydro fund in the future. Mr. Mayor, the 

cbo has also recommended an amendment as introduced in the Tuesday memo to 

allocate the remaining $500,000 in unrestricted contingency based on the most 

recent payroll and projections. The cbo recommends that the police bureau be 

allocated an additional 500,000 to the Portland police bureau to prevent any 

overexpanded measure driven by personnel or over costs. This amendment will be 

proposed, enacted upon later in this process. I’d like to now turn to some key issues 

and non general fund contingencies for the Portland bureau of planning and 

sustainability has submitted multiple requests to ensure the bureau has sufficient 

appropriation to execute cash advances in the city's financial system. Um, to 

process cash advances made to vendors in the year 2020 and 2021. These are 

predominantly tied to multi year cash advances. Cash advances, associate related 

with the move from the oct to the to the bts. I want to be clear that this action is 

primarily an accounting transaction that has been recommended by our accounting 

unit. We are we are simply including appropriations within the budget so that the 



accountants can close the books for the 2021 cash cash transfers. I'll now turn to 

Portland parks and recreation in which is reducing contingent fee in the parks 

location option levy fund by $6.15 million and transferring it to the general fund to 

mitigate the risk of any overexpenditure of program expenses in the parks general 

fund budget. For finally, the Portland bureau of transportation has requested a 

technical adjustment of 3.5 million to ensure that the bureau has sufficient 

appropriation to avoid over expenditures, over expenditures in the city's financial 

system due to delays in timing of capital projects with multi year encumbrances 

requests. That transfers include development charge excuse me, system 

development charge revenues and purchase or adjustments. We also have some 

actions in the office of management and finance due to a significant underspending 

in the 311 program in the office of management and finance. Approximately 

$600,000 is being reallocated reallocated as follows. $225,000 is being transferred 

to the program's inter agency agreement with the bureau of technology services for 

what's called the ariba project, which is the city's financial system. Procurement 

procurement software. That's being updated. $150,000 is being transferred to 

special appropriation for the schnitzer sewer project, and $200,000 is being 

directed to the city's permitting efforts in the 20 2324 budget. And finally, the 

division of asset management and omf is requesting to draw down 14.9 million 

from the city fleet operating fund contingency, 13.8 million of which is for capital 

costs, including future vehicle purchases and equipment. If you have no questions 

at this point, or i'll be happy to respond to any questions. But if not, mr. Mayor, i'll 

turn this back to you.  

Speaker:  All right. Very good colleagues.  

Speaker:  Any questions at this particular juncture? Commissioner Mapps yeah, 

thank you very much.  



Speaker:  There's a bunch of stuff to dig into and we won't really have the 

bandwidth to do that today. Um director, can you tell us a little bit more about the 

process that would be employed should the fire bureau draw on the capital fund? 

Frankly, this is the first time I’ve heard of that particular exercise in discussions with 

the fire bureau and because we had a limited general fund contingency. Of $3 

million, we discussed drawing down on their capital fund in the event that it is 

required for future for over other over expenditures and frankly, based upon our 

last forecast, that will probably be the case and they will be drawing down on that 

fund.  

Speaker:  Does that answer your question, commissioner?  

Speaker:  I think so. And what would those dollars be used for? Pardon me? What 

so if we draw on the fire capital fund, um, can you give me an example of what we 

might use those dollars for?  

Speaker:  Well, the fund is primarily utilized for the purchase of apparatus being 

fire trucks or fire pumpers and any other kind of capital. These are funds that were 

left over, I believe, from the former capital excuse me, capital bond issuance.  

Speaker:  Um, okay. Thank you very much. Um, i'll just register one more note. Um, 

we haven't had a chance to fully digest this. I want my colleagues to know that I’m 

disappointed by the under expenditure here in omf on 311. We worked hard last 

budget cycle to get those dollars. The intent of those dollars was to expand capacity 

over at 311 so that we could reduce wait times over at 911. Uh um, we seem to 

have administrative decided that we were not going to do that program. I wish 

there was more council input before we did that. Um, and i'll just leave that there. 

For very good colleagues.  

Speaker:  Any other questions at this particular juncture? Just so I know what I’m 

voting on because commissioner Mapps made some good points.  



Speaker:  I think we're all doing the best we can and you, you explained much of 

this as a administrative edits, if you will, that need to take place as we clean up the 

final budget. Yes the one new expense is police. Is that correct? Pardon me, but the 

police ask is a new request for money, correct? Yes. Okay so that was stuck out in a 

different way of everything that you read the forecast that appears to indicate an 

over expenditure.  

Speaker:  And that's why we recommended using the remaining $500,000 from 

contingency to cover that.  

Speaker:  All right. And I appreciate it. Commissioner Mapps comments about 311. 

I know we all have a desire to figure out how to keep building that so. All right. Got 

it. I have more clarity now. Thanks great.  

Speaker:  Thank you, commissioner. Well, now hearing second, any amendments 

for the overexpenditure ordinance? To be clear, new actions to amend the 

document require the information on the purpose justification as well as obviously 

the source of the funds we'll read each proposed amendment. Then we'll seek a 

second and turn after all amendments have been placed on the table for discussion 

on will then hear any public testimony on the amendments as you just heard, I will 

introduce what i'll call mayor one to allocate the remaining contingency to the 

Portland police bureau. The motion is to make the following adjustments to the 

overexpenditure ordinance as filed to increase appropriation in the Portland police 

bureau to mitigate the risk of overexpenditure driven by personnel overtime 

increased bureau program expenses in the police bureau's general fund budget by 

$500,000, decrease the general fund unrestricted contingent gency by $500,000 to 

fund this change. Update exhibits one through five as needed to reflect this change. 

I’m seeking a second. Second, commissioner Ryan seconds would any of my 

colleagues like to offer any other amendments to the over expenditure ordinance? 



Seeing none, we will now hear public testimony on mayor one Keelan is anyone 

signed up to testify or does anybody want to testify?  

Speaker:  No one signed up all right, very good.  

Speaker:  Please call the roll on. Wheeler one. Ryan.  

Speaker:  Yeah, I’ve been. I’ve been in this seat too often hearing about the 

challenge we have of expanding funds. And so, actually, I think we're managing 

some success on this one. And I will acknowledge that we're definitely attracting 

we're attracting and hiring more officers. And there was a time not that long ago 

where that was really not happening. So this is good news, I think. I think it's great 

that we caught it. We're leveling up and I want to also just acknowledge all the 

hiring ceremonies we go to. Have you noticed the there's just so much momentum 

not just in the size of the class, but in the life experience, the depth and diversity. 

And you really feel it each time. So it's exciting right now to be a part of a City 

Council that's watching that take off. Anyway, I vote. I  

Speaker:  Gonzalez. Is that a thumbs up ? Um, you're muted. Commissioner 

Gonzalez he can't unmute. I think he reconnected you can you can you unmute 

now. Yeah there we go. Hi yeah it works.  

Speaker:  Good.  

Speaker:  All right. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Maps. Hi Rubio. Hi, Wheeler. All right.  

Speaker:  Mayor one is adopted and is there any additional discussion before we 

vote to adopt the over expenditure ordinance as filed and amended? Keelan please 

call the roll. Ryan hi, Gonzalez hi.  

Speaker:  Maps. Hi.  

Speaker:  Rubio.  

Speaker:  Wheeler all right. The emergency ordinance is adopted.  



Speaker:  Thank you. All right, finally back to the regular agenda item 514, please 

amend joint office of homeless services intergovernmental agreement with 

Multnomah County to implement county revisions.  

Speaker:  Our first regular agenda item is 514.  

Speaker:  It's an amendment to extend the intergovernmental agreement between 

the city of Portland and Multnomah County. With respect to the joint office of 

homeless services for one more fiscal year. As a reminder, we voted on and passed 

this item on may 31st. The Multnomah County board then voted on the extension 

with the city's amendments, except for the amended budget language and 

subsequently passed the extension. Due to this change, we're required to vote on it 

again. On chair jessica vega peterson has committed to a full renegotiation 

between the city and the county. As to the joint office of homeless services over the 

course of the next six months budget processes and true city partnership in every 

way will be on the table. I look forward to our team's work and hashing out the 

details to determine the future of this partnership. As I did three weeks ago, I’m 

voting in favor of extending this iga for one more year. So that we may have time 

for this full renegotiation with the new leadership at the helm of the county and at 

the joint office chair vega peterson and director dan field. Of course, I’m also 

grateful that the county chair, jessica vega peterson, agreed to advocate for $20 

million of the unanticipated funds to go toward the city's temporary alternative 

shelter sites on an ongoing basis. I appreciate that. The chair will champion this 

funding for the temporary alternative shelter sites to the board of county 

commissioners. This funding is on top of the wraparound services the county has 

agreed to provide to these sites. Mental health services. Substance use disorder, 

treatment services, housing placements and the like. I’m committed to addressing 

the need of those living unsheltered in our community and those impacted 



throughout the city of Portland. But clearly we cannot do this alone. The county 

must join us in this urgent fight to ensure Portland is the thriving city that we know 

that it can be and what we expect that it will be. This extension gives both 

governments an opportunity to reimagine and renew our dedication so that we 

know the joint office of homeless services can reach its full potential. Are there any 

comments or questions before I call for public testimony? Commissioner Mapps 

yeah, could we get a so my understanding of how we got here today is the city sent 

over our version of the joint office contract to the we passed it a couple weeks ago, 

send it to the county, the county saw some things they didn't like in the contract.  

Speaker:  Right. And so they amended the contract. Can we get a summary of 

what's changed in the contract that's before us today ?  

Speaker:  Yeah. One moment, please.  

Speaker:  Schuyler. Who's. Who's I could for the city attorney, but i.  

Speaker:  I can do it writ large. Then i'll turn it over to schuyler. So they agreed to 

the three propositions, put forth by commissioner Ryan. There wasn't much debate 

around that. They were principles that we readily agreed on. The disagreement was 

around and the degree to which the city should have veto power over the joint 

office budget. And as I indicated, the chair is certainly open to that discussion. I just 

speaking freely, she didn't say this. I'll just put on the table what I think the concern 

was from the county's perspective. Now that we have the homeless services 

measure at the metro level, all although Portland was the major financial 

contributor to the joint office of homeless services for at least the four, your first 

four years of my tenure, the county now puts in the lion's share. In fact, the 

significant lion's share of the funding through that regional measure. And so the 

concern on the part of some in the county would be that we have veto power over$ 



beyond what we contributed. And so that's that's the focus of the conversation as 

of this moment. Schuyler anything else you would add?  

Speaker:  No, I think I think that's right. And I think we've been very clear that as 

part of the full renegotiation that will happen for the next six months of the iga in 

totality, this will be a large part of the discussion because I think City Council has 

been very clear about wanting some oversight about how our dollars are spent as 

part of the larger system and skyler, can I ask a clarifying question?  

Speaker:  So I totally understand why the county wouldn't want to give a allow the 

city to have veto power over the entire budget for the joint office. And I’m not 

advocating for that either. Um, however, I do think that the city should have some 

influence over how the dollars that we hand to the county are spent. Um, does this 

contract give us that power? No. So no.  

Speaker:  So it gives us the power over obviously the next few months as we do 

these pretty intense renegotiations to require kind of and, and demand that power 

going forward. So this is obviously only a one year extension for that reason. I think 

to be honest, from what we've heard from City Council and from different offices, 

that is going to be one of the biggest items on the table. And what we require as 

part of an ongoing partnership. Okay. So the contract we have today doesn't allow 

the city to actually say how the joint office$ that we're handing over to the county 

are spent.  

Speaker:  Is that a fair summary? That's correct.  

Speaker:  The contract doesn't require it. What we've gotten from the chair and 

from director field is weekly meetings, bi weekly meetings, basically to discuss how 

we use that money and also more discussion about how we use and how they use 

a lot of the dollars. So underspend, as well as the unanticipated money as well. But 

those are just discussion that's not required under the contract.  



Speaker:  Thank you for that. That clarification. Just to speak to the people of 

Portland and my colleagues on council, I have a lot of faith in the county chair. I got 

a lot of faith in the new head of the joint office. I believe that the joint office's 

mission is important and I believe the city and the county need to work together to 

solve houselessness. However, I think it's just kind of flat out crazy that we don't 

have influence over how our houseless dollars that we hand over to the county are 

spent. I don't think that any one of us in the various 24 different bureaus that we 

help manage would sign a similar contract for parks or for roads or for water. This 

is a unique space where, for reasons which I do not understand, we seem to be 

relatively indifferent to accountable city. So I’m i, I appreciate the discussion and I 

like and trust the people who are particip reporting in these negotiations. However 

however, I remain disappointed and befuddled. And with that, i'll turn the floor over 

to the mayor. Commissioner Gonzalez. Yeah, just want to put on the record that 

there is some disagree between the city and county on both the way the existing 

agreement is interpreted and as well as the effects of state budgeting law on what 

can be done contractually.  

Speaker:  So in talking with the city attorney's office, there's just different 

interpreted versions that the city and county on how state budgeting law would 

work in this type of relationship and I’d just wanted to put on the record 

acknowledgment there's some just flat out legal disagreement on the status quo 

that has unfortunately, I think, made some of this conversation slightly more 

difficult. And to cut to the chase, I come down similar to where commissioner 

Mapps does. I think this is a flawed contract. I think it reflects very poorly on the city 

that we're sitting over as many$ as we are without real governance rights, without 

sufficient fiscal oversight. I deeply appreciate the efforts made by chair vega 

peterson and by dan field to build the relationship with the city. I think there's 



tremendous efforts being made at both the city and county to foster a more 

positive relationship between the city and county and so I want to fully 

acknowledge that. But the contract is flawed and good contracts make good 

friends. This is not a good contract for the city. So I ultimately will be voting no on 

the proposed amendment here. I just want to also acknowledge one other piece in 

this process. Yes, well, I think there was good faith disagreement on the way state 

budgeting law was would impact this agreement and certain interpretations of the 

existing agreement. I do think that this it appears to be a pattern with the county 

that's very slow going. Every time this comes up each year and the city tends to 

capitulate on much needed changes and I just can't see us keep feeding this bear. 

This way. So i'll leave it at that. Thank you. Thank you.  

Speaker:  And let me just reflect on what you both said, because you've both made 

very good comments. And I think you've reached common sense solutions as as a 

government enterprise and as the elected officers overseeing this government 

enterprise. We should have a very clear understand thing of how our public 

taxpayer funds are being spent. So that is a fact. And I share your concerns about 

our lack of ability to impact how the budget of the joint office of homeless services 

is spent after all, it is called the joint office. So one would presume that we're 

making managerial and financial decisions in alignment. And frankly, that's what 

the public wants. When I because we do periodically get into disagreements. We 

certainly did in the past with the prior chair and the former individuals who served 

at Multnomah County about the best path forward around homelessness. The 

reality is the public expects us to work together and it is my opinion that we have to 

work together. The bottom line is the city is responsible for safety. We are 

responsible for public right of way management. We in fact just settled a lawsuit 

with the ada community who rightfully demanded access to the sidewalks and the 



public spaces that they pay for, along with everybody else. People expect our parks 

and our roadways and our sidewalks and our greenways to be clear and safely 

accessible by all citizens. That's where we have the personnel, we have the 

expertise. But the reality is to solve homelessness, meaning rather than moving 

people around or or criminalizing homelessness at the exclusion of other 

strategies. The problem we run into is we don't have the behavioral health services. 

The county does. We don't have the substance use disorder, treatment services, the 

county. We don't have the navigation services into low income, affordable or 

supportive housing. The county does so in order for us to both maintain lane the 

integrity of our public right of ways and safety in the community and provide 

compassionate off ramps from people who are homeless or addicted or whatever 

into better circumstances. We must necessarily partner with that jurisdiction which 

has the funds both from the federal and the state level for health care, for 

behavioral health, for substance use disorder, access to navigation services and 

other services that we don't provide. We don't have the expertise and we don't 

have the streams of funding for here at the city of Portland. So from my 

perspective, it is worth it to take a little more time here and give the chair the 

opportunity to prove that her word is good, that she will continue to advocate 

amongst her commissioners along with all of us. I hope this this should not be a 

passive process for any of us as individual elected officials. We should also be 

lobbying each and every one of the city or the county commissioners aggressively. I 

know I am, and I would encourage us all to work hard between now and December 

to get that partnership that I would like to see that I think is the most effective win 

win strategy for all of us, as well as the residents of this city. And one that that puts 

us in alignment with the kind of partnership that the public expects us and that we 

should we should be engaged in. So that's that's sort of my quick response to you. I 



hear you. I agree with you. But let's give this chair in danfield a little more time to 

show that they can help us bring this partnership into a more positive alignment. 

Any other questions. Is there any public testimony?  

Speaker:  We had one person sign up. All right, let's see. We have alan combs. 

Welcome  

Speaker:  Yeah, good morning. Thank you, mayor Wheeler. Thank you, 

commissioners. Um, I’m a thank you for the opportunity to speak. My name is alan 

combs. Pronouns he him. I have spoken to you before. So before you is the 17th 

amendment of the joint office of homeless intergovernmental agreement. Um, and 

I will call out. I understand that it's an extension, but it's calling out to update and 

finalize new public facing data dashboards, collectively determine budget 

allocations from various funding source sources and jointly determine impact 

measures that will support accountability and oversight at the public outcry over 

accountability and results does not need to be repeated by me, but given that the 

amended explicitly calls out that meaningful metrics are still being worked on, I am 

compelled to come today and raise a few things before you. The amendment does 

call out the need for data, but and I’m going to note that to my knowledge, a client 

registry that has been proven by built for zero still hasn't gotten off the ground. 

Multnomah County county commissioner miron has spoken most eloquently about 

this and I know some of you commissioners have as well. So I simply ask you, how 

can you address addiction and mental health issues of people who are living on our 

streets without being able to track who they are and what services they need? 

Second, I was pleased to hear the budgetary number that mayor Wheeler just put 

out. I think it was $20 million, but the only thing that I’ve seen in the news was that 

commissioner for Multnomah County, chair peterson has called out $4 million to 

run the city's planned outdoor encampments. So um, that does not sound like 



enough. And my point is that more more public facing dashboard ads on just how 

much how many resources have been allocated is sorely needed. And third, I’d like 

to point out that the opioid crisis is going to get worse before it gets better. We're 

still grappling with how to treat people addicted to fentanyl. The old methods are 

not working, even with fentanyl. And in the last week, addiction, medicine and clinic 

medical director dr. James laidler reported out that another group of opioids that is 

out on the east coast will be here to the west coast before too long. And he calls out 

novel and troubling drugs. I’m not a medical expert, but I take that very seriously. 

And I hope you are, too. And lastly, I’d like to raise up another comment that was on 

the airwaves in the last week. It was by ebony clark who was appointed by governor 

kotek as the behavioral health director of the Oregon health authority and a June 

16th interview she called out that I encourage you to listen to a hole that we need 

to take a more intentional, collaborative approach besides just relying on the 

behavioral system health care system. We have to also start to be more intentional 

and step up into our thought partnership with our first responders and law 

enforcement. I encourage you to listen to the whole interview, but listen to what 

she's saying. She needs help and the city does run the first responders and law 

enforcement. And it's time for the city to step up. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thank thank you, ellen. Appreciate your input. All right. Any further 

discussion? Seeing none. This is a first reading of a non emergency ordinance. It 

moves to second reading. Next item, 515, adopt the annual budget of the city and 

establish appropriations for the fiscal year.  

Speaker:  Skyler, appreciate it. Good sorry. Did you finish? I’m sorry, Keelan 

beginning July 1st, 2023, and ending June 30th, 2024.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Good afternoon, colleagues. Last week we took a series of 

steps as part of the adoption of the fiscal year 20 2324 budget, as prescribed by 



Oregon state law. We held a hearing to discuss the proposed use for state shared 

revenue. We passed a resolution certifying that the city meets eligibility 

requirement for state shared revenue. We passed an ordinance accepting the state 

shared revenue. We passed an ordinance levying taxes, and we had the first 

reading of the fiscal year 2324 adopted budget ordinance, where we heard public 

testimony and we opened the floor for any amendments by the City Council. I want 

to take this opportunity to thank our city budget office, our budget office director 

tim mcgrew, and deputy director kristi owen for stepping council through the high 

level technical changes detailed in this ordinance last week. But that was only the 

tip of the iceberg in terms of the amount of time, energy they spent on this for all of 

us today. The council will take the final step in adopting the fiscal year 2324 

adopted budget ordinance. Is there any further discussion before we call the roll 

seeing none Keelan please call the roll. Ryan I echo my thanks to you and your staff.  

Speaker:  It's been as always, a lot of work and a big journey. I’m sure you're 

looking forward to this vote being over with a budget is an action plan and when 

done thoughtfully, resource is are directed correlated to outcomes in public that 

the public can actually see and understand. This budget reflects what Portlanders 

are calling for support for communities and individuals impacted by homelessness 

improve community safety, support for businesses, accountability and a 

commitment to clean, safe and accessible neighborhoods and public spaces. When 

I think of community safety, I want to reflect a little bit on the last person who 

testified, because we are facing a poisonous drug crisis that we've never seen 

before, and we're going to continue you to be humbled by by this. Our response to 

this. And so I know that I appreciate the dialog we've had on this point about the 

increase of drug activity of fentanyl and just the mind boggling confusion from 

experts on how we're going to deal with the withdrawal period and treatment for 



too many who are harming themselves and others on our streets. That is, I think, 

the biggest issue facing our city and our state. That said, we have allocated funds to 

improve affordable housing options and implemented a community supported 

approach to tackle neighborhood challenges. One of the cornerstones of this 

budget is our commitment to public safety, and we have committed to 

strengthening our police and fire departments to ensure the security of our 

neighborhoods. In my own service area, culture and livability, we've allocated funds 

for activation of downtown plazas and parks committed to build capacity for the 

city arts program. Um, and our operationalizing equity in our community and 

directed investments to repair relationships between neighborhood groups and the 

city. This budget reflects a shared vision and commitment for building resilient, 

inclusive and a sustainable city. It's a testament to our dedication to build a city. We 

can all be proud of it. It is a result of countless hours of collaboration, research and 

deliberation. I’m proud to cast my vote in favor of this budget. Together we 

continue working towards progress and prosperity. I vote. I  

Speaker:  Gonzalez. I just want to state I appreciate the key investments in public 

safety, including Portland police, as well as our funding restoration at least for a 

year for Portland fire that supplements what we did in the spring bump for further 

authorizations for firefighter, the city is making key investments in its public safety 

apparatus that I think is so crucial right now.  

Speaker:  There are there's further work to be done as specified in the budget 

notes with respect to overtime training pipeline and call allocation, as well as 

planning the future public safety in the new form of government. That's will be 

work done over the next six months. With that, I vote, I maps. Um mr. Mayor, 

colleagues, let me start out by echoing a theme that the mayor and commissioner 

Ryan and commissioner Gonzalez pointed out.  



Speaker:  I want to thank the cbo staff and director grewe for their work on this 

year's budget. I also want to thank staff over at bts pbot and walter for their 

contributed contributions to this spending plan and finally, I want to recognize staff 

and my city hall office for their tireless efforts to make this budget better. Now 

today I’m going to vote no on this budget. But before I explain my no vote, I want to 

highlight some elements of this budget, which I do support. For example, this 

budget makes important investments in houseless services in addition, this budget 

makes major investments in our city's livability by directing $3.7 million to 

improving lighting, removing graffiti and picking up litter. And I also support and 

advocated for $2 million to address derelict rvs on our streets. I should also point 

out that this budget makes important investments in public safety. For example, 

this budget will allow the city to hire more police officers, and this budget will allow 

us to step up our efforts to fight car and retail thefts and this budget will finally 

equip our police force with body worn cameras. Now, these public safety reforms 

are long overdue. Here's one more thing I like about this budget. This budget will 

allow Portland's water bureau and the bureau of environmental services to offer 

utility assistance to more than 20,000 low income Portlanders who live in 

apartment buildings. Colleagues, this is a very big deal, and I want to thank this 

council and water and best staff for making that reform possible. Well there are 

parts of this budget which I support. There are also elements to this budget which I 

do not support, but for example, I have at least three existential concerns about 

what this spending plan for example, when it comes to water and environmental 

services, this budget is penny wise and pound foolish. Second, this budget fails to 

meet our community's transportation needs and third, while this council is obliged 

to pass a balanced budget, it is not clear to me that the budget that we are voting 

on today actually pencils out now. Now let me take a moment to elaborate on my 



concerns. Let's start with the public utilities. As the commissioner in charge of 

Portland's water bureau and the bureau of environmental services, I am obliged to 

warn this council and the people of Portland that the utility rates that are contained 

in this budget do not cover the costs of providing water and sewer services to the 

people of Portland and the underfunding of our water and environmental services 

is a new and dangerous budget dynamic. This rate schedule that's in this budget 

will require the water bureau to eliminate the equivalent of 25 positions or find $42 

million in reductions to the bureau's capital program and this budget will require 

environmental services to eliminate the equivalent of 33 positions or find. $78 

million in reductions to the bureau's capital program. Now this council adopted 

utility rates, which require cuts of this magnitude. And based on the argument that 

saving the average Portland family about $1.50$ a month on their water and sewer 

bill, will somehow stop people from moving out of Portland. And now I agree, pop. 

Portland's recent population loss is concerning. However I’m confident that the 

water bill is not the primary force driving Portlanders out of the city. Instead, 

Portlanders are obviously leaving because crime is too high and houselessness is 

out of control. Now now let me elaborate on my concerns about about the pbot 

budget. This budget, frankly, does a terrible job of addressing Portland's 

transportation needs. As we all know, the city of Portland's financial model for 

paying for its transportation system is broken. Simply put, revenues from gas taxes 

are in decline because cars are becoming more energy efficient and revenues from 

parking meters are in decline because more people are working from home. Due to 

this dynamic, pbot is entering its fifth year of budget cuts. Current forecasts call for 

pbot to cut approximately. $32 million in fiscal year 20 for 25. Now think everyone 

on this council knows that I’m not opposed to process improvements and I’m 

deeply committed to finding efficiencies at pbot at the same time, Portland's 



transportation system cannot absorb. $32 million in cuts in the next fiscal year 

through simple belt tightening. To be blunt, the budget, which this council will pass 

today will result in result in dirtier, more dangerous and less navigable streets and 

sidewalks. Colleagues, my third bucket of concerns boils down to this. This council 

is obliged to pass a balanced budget. However it's not clear to me that the budget 

we are about to pass today is actually balanced. For example, in recent weeks this 

council has agreed to do several expenditures for the next fiscal year, which are not 

included in the budget we are voting on today. For example, I believe there are new 

and imminent labor agreements which are not baked into this budget. In addition, 

it is not clear to me that this budget fully funds the public financing of City Council 

elections. Colleagues, the pattern of facts before us suggest that by passing the 

budget before us today, this council is writing checks which we cannot afford to 

cash, which is why I vote no. Rubio I want to thank the mayor and his team for 

leading the council through another budget process and to the budget team for all 

your tremendous work.  

Speaker:  We don't always see all the behind the scenes heavy lifting that you do. 

So I want to say thank you for that. This year was a hard year. There are there was a 

fine line between our needed and available resources forces to carry out the very 

important policies and programs that the city and its employees do every day. And I 

want to thank the members of the public who in various ways shared with us their 

priorities for the budget. And ultimately, I do believe we have a budget that largely 

reflects our shared priorities and as the housing commissioner, I know that the 

housing crisis crisis and homelessness across our city requires of us the utmost 

urgency. And Portlanders have told us as much, loudly and clearly, and having safe 

and strong communities and neighborhoods in all corners of our city and our 

downtown, the reinvigoration of tourism and hospitality industries and the ability 



for small businesses to get back on their feet to thriving are all urgent goals and are 

also indicators of movement toward a healthy community and this budget keeps us 

moving in that direction. It's also important that the public know that the work and 

actions we undertake every day are moving us to concretely tackle our shared 

challenges of our recovery community safety and housing and also working to 

ensure communities see progress and again, this budget enables us to continue the 

important momentum to get us there. So thanks again to everyone who weighed in 

and to all the employees who had a hand in preparing this budget. I vote I Wheeler 

well, first of all, I want to thank my staff and I want to put them first, because as I 

look at my talking points, they didn't even write themselves into the script.  

Speaker:  And they put in literally thousands and thousands of hours into this 

budget process. I particularly want to thank sarah and haley. I want to thank you 

and bobby, thank you. And many, many other members of my staff contributed 

mightily to each of the individual portions of this budget. So I want to thank you. 

You're a great team. You're hard workers. Your hearts are in the right place and you 

understand the fiscal challenges facing the city and understand that there are 

always going to be hard tradeoffs in any budget or we ever support. I want to thank 

my fellow commissioners who I think this year, more than any other year, have 

really dug into the budget, into the details their staffs have have asked lots and lots 

of good questions. They wanted to be available and engage aged. And I think that's 

made a difference. I think that's made this budget better. I always like to think the 

proposed budget is as nearly perfect as possible, but of course it never is. And 

when my colleagues helped shape it from that point on, I can almost uniformly say 

it's an improved product as a result. So I really want to thank my commissioners 

and their staffs and the bureaus, the unheralded heroes of all of this. Everyone of 

our bureaus spend a tremendous amount of time, um, and exert tremendous 



energy and frankly, experience a lot of frustration, particularly in a year like this. 

And they don't really get the thank you's that they deserve as the leaders of our 

bureaucracy. And I use bureaucracy in the positive sense here. They do the actual 

work for us in the community and they've been mightily engaged in this process 

from the very beginning. And I want to thank them for all of the many, many 

months that they've put into this. And I appreciate, of course, the city budget office. 

You guys are just great. Tim and christy, the whole team has has just been really 

phenomenal. And very engaged and answered all of our questions and held our 

hands as we were ushered through this budget process. I really respect you. I 

respect the work you do. It's fantastic. And tim, as somebody who's utterly failed in 

retirement, it's good to have you back and bringing so many years of really 

important experience to the table. We're lucky to have you here right now and 

being able to lean on some of the experience that that you have developed over 

decades in this field. I think collectively, all of us, we've produced a budget that 

builds upon the solid foundation we established in previous budget cycles. This 

reflects clearly our shared priorities as we have stated them, and it implements the 

bold changes Portlanders have called for within city government and within their 

community. And I don't need to really reiterate this, but I will just for the historical 

record. And as my final point, that we know that our challenges are homelessness, 

they are public safety, they are economic recovery, tree and livability issues. Ring, 

ring, large. There are important issues here to everybody in the community. And we 

know it. And on top of all of that, this year of all years, we are completely 

reinventing Portland city government in accordance with the ballot measure that 

was overwhelmingly passed by Portlanders two years ago. And we have an 

obligation to open government on January first, 2025, and are completely new form 

of government. And that requires a lot of time and energy and bandwidth and$ to 



make that work. And so we're doing that on top of everything else. So when I look 

at this in its totality, I think this budget is great. Is it perfect? No, of course it's not 

perfect, but it's a good collective effort and we should all be proud of it. I vote i. The 

ordinance is adopted and the budget is approved. Thank you for your great work. 

We will take a five minute break. Please we're in recess. Recording.  

Speaker:  Stop.  We're back. We're back in session.  

Speaker:  5.16, please.  

Speaker:  Except recommendation to replace compliance officer community liaison 

appointment and authorize chief procurement officer to execute contract 

negotiations with cna corporation colleagues as part of our settlement agreement 

with the department of justice, the city must ensure that there's a compliance 

officer community liaison.  

Speaker:  Otherwise known as a local. The current local doctor, dennis rosenbaum, 

announced his retirement at the end of the fiscal year. We wish him very well in his 

retirement. Earlier this year, upon learning of dr. Rosenbaum's retirement. My 

office began a special procurement process for a replacement local, which council 

authorized in March to report back on the results of that selection process. Yes, we 

have sarah ames from the city attorney's office and stephanie howard from the 

mayor's office. Welcome to both of you. And I assume sarah's online since I don't 

she is online.  

Speaker:  Good morning. Hi, sarah. Good morning, commissioners. My name is 

stephanie howard. I am the mayor's director of community safety. As this council 

may recall, back in March when we learned about dr. Rosenbaum's retirement, we 

came to council with a request to start a process, a special procurement process to 

obtain a replacement cocoa and this, again, for context, is against a backdrop 

where we as the city are having very constructive negotiations with the department 



of justice about whether we transit mission to an independent monitor. But to 

ensure that we remain in compliance and did not miss a beat on our compliance 

reports. We did want to ensure we have a replacement in case that agreement had 

not been reached by the time dr. Rosenbaum left us, he happily, we endeavored in 

a process where we included community in a selection. I will ask sarah to speak to 

some of the outreach that was done to recruit candidates, but to overview the 

process that we went forward with. With council's permission, we posted the listing. 

We recruited representatives from the amiki in the settlement agreement. Our case 

with the d.o.j. To screen candidates to interview candidates. And also we held a 

town hall where we allowed the public at large to question the top two scoring 

candidates. From our review process. Sarah would you mind giving an overview of 

the efforts that city attorney's office did to recruit candidates? Yeah absolutely.  

Speaker:  Mayor. Commissioners we did recognize that this is a very specialized 

field, just posting on the city website was not going to recruit candidates. We 

contacted both the department of justice, the albina ministerial alliance coalition 

and the mental health alliance and the Portland police association, who are all 

involved in the court case to spread the word through their circuits. We advertised 

the position with the national association for civilian oversight of law enforcement, 

nicole and I reached out to the Portland state university, department of criminology 

and criminal justice because some of their grad students actually have been 

members of the local team and thought they might have some other contacts in 

this field. And finally, I contacted and publicized the position through tarleton 

university, which hosts an annual conference for all the cities that are involved in 

consent decrees and settlement agreements with the department of justice, well 

attended with members of monitoring teams from around the country, members 

of police forces, attorney's offices and department of justice and judges, so that 



was one other way that we sought to get the job out and understand cully, because 

there is some uncertainty around the longevity of this position.  

Speaker:  We really did want to make a good effort to invite candidates to be part 

of this settlement agreement and to submit proposals. In the end, we did narrow it 

down through that selection process to two candidates and ultimately the top 

scoring candidate was dr. Thomas christoff. Dr. Christoff is part of the current team 

working with dr. Rosenbaum, which I think will make our transition a very smooth 

one and will allow him to hit the ground running so that we do not lose ground 

during the period of compliance that we want to ensure is being reported on. So 

council today what we have is the report out on that process. I’m happy to answer 

any questions, but with your approval we would proceed to engage in a contract 

with dr. Christoff as the replacement. So thank you, colleagues.  

Speaker:  Any questions? Do you have public testimony on this item?  

Speaker:  We have one person signed up. Mark porras hi, mark. Excuse me.  

Speaker:  Yep. Can you hear me? Yeah great. Good morning, mayor and 

commissioners. My name is mark morris. I use he him pronouns and I’m with the 

group Portland copwatch. We're testifying today to express. Thanks for continuity in 

oversight of the d.o.j. Settlement agreement. Even as the city contemplates 

replacing the local with a court monitor. We're a little confused about the math 

behind dr. Kristof's winning bid, which was for $797,000, while the contract being 

awarded today is for 493,000, similar to the current coco's contract amount. We're 

not sure who the project manager is for this contract, but we hope that scrutiny is 

given to ensure Portland gets its money's worth. And here are some items the 

current coach has done well and others that need improvement. Portland copwatch 

appreciates that the coach has made a point to address the disparities and stop 

data these last few years. The bureau has not done much to change the 



overpolicing of the black community, even with new rules limiting the reasons to 

initiate traffic stops, there are still 3 to 4 times the percentage of black drivers 

pulled over compared to Portland's population. Coco has also continued raising 

good questions about the bureau's shifting definitions of de-escalation. Their most 

recent report highlighted a case where an officer boxed in a suspect's vehicle using 

their patrol car and noted that that is not de-escalation. There's never been an 

analysis done of the deadly force used by ppb, even though over 50 incidents have 

occurred since the d.o.j. D.o.j. Agreement was signed in 2012 and the percentage of 

people killed by police while in mental health crisis has gone up, not down. 17 

people were shot or shot at in 2021, 22 and still no analysis has been done on the 

topic of deadly force, the coach will casually accepted the bureau's claim that they 

needed to change the policy around releasing officer names and shooting 

incidents. So the timeline is now 15 days rather than 24 hours. No question was 

raised about the other agencies in the area who released names far more quickly 

or whether the alleged threat used to justify that change still exists. The agreement 

says that any change to a policy covering use of force has to be put out for public 

input before being finalized. Yet the chief made that change without community 

input, as we've noted before, particularly when testifying about settlements paid 

out in individual cases. The agreement requires the cocl to publish data on the 

payouts made by the city for police misconduct at paragraph 170 requires the 

number nature and settlement amount of civil suits against ppb officers. We will 

also repeat that if the city goes with a court monitor, that person needs to have ties 

to and a presence in Portland. Both dr. Christopher and his former mentor, dr. 

Rosenbaum, hailed from chicago the person who failed to get the contract despite 

a lower bid. Dr. Richard rosenthal lives in Vancouver, bc. It's difficult to raise 

concerns with people who aren't in the community. As we said in recent testimony, 



if the city does choose a court monitor here, there must be key personnel who are 

local to the pacific northwest and required to engage with the people of Portland, 

not just the city, the doj and the court. One more thing. The lieutenant of the 

behavioral health unit told council several months ago that other than the 

compliance officer's reports, there has not been an independent audit of the bhr, 

which was created in 2012 to address the way ppb interacts with people in mental 

health crisis. Thank you for your time.  

Speaker:  Thanks, mark and mark, just a heads up your lens looks like it's got a it's 

a little bit foggy. Probably needs a clean off there, I don't think.  

Speaker:  Thanks. Thanks for your testimony. I'll entertain a motion to accept the 

report. So moved commissioner Rubio moves. Can I get a second please.  

Speaker:  Second commissioner Ryan seconds Keelan please call the roll.  

Speaker:  Ryan.  

Speaker:  Thank you, mayor. Thank you, stephanie. And thank you, sarah ames. Dr. 

Christoph has extensive experience with our previous team and compliance 

assessment has in-depth involvement with each section of the settlement 

agreement. I’m very pleased to see dr. Christoph and his team selected as the city's 

new compliance officer, and I accept the report.  

Speaker:  Gonzalez I accept the report maps.  

Speaker:  Hi Rubio.  

Speaker:  I want to thank dr. Rosenbaum for his years of work with the local and in 

the community. And I’m hopeful that dr. Christoph will continue working with and 

improving upon the goals of the group. I also want to thank the community that 

was involved in the process, particularly members of the ama, the coalition for 

justice and police reform and the mental health alliance, who took time to interview 



candidates and provide important feedback. I vote aye. Wheeler thank you, 

stephanie.  

Speaker:  And thank you, sarah, for your work on this important process.  

Speaker:  Obviously maintaining compliance. While we navigate the question of an 

independent monitor is critically important. I recognize the substantial the time and 

the effort put into ensuring that there's no gap in oversight once dr. Rosenbaum 

retires while continuing in mediation with the department of justice. These ongoing 

negotiations made recruiting for this position, particularly challenging as the 

longevity of a replacement. Cokel is still very much an open question, but I know 

that there was a significant effort made to attract qualified candidates, and I’m 

pleased with and appreciative of the proposals we received. So thank you for that. I 

want to also express my gratitude to the community members and city staff who 

participated in the process during application screening interviews and at the town 

hall. Your input and your feedback was tremendously helpful. Now that the process 

is complete and I look forward to continuing to work with dr. Tom christoph, who 

has been part of the current team. His experience and familiarity with the 

settlement agreement will undoubtedly make this a smooth transition and ensure 

that there are no gaps in compliance. Reporting thank you to dr. Rosenbaum for 

serving as the co. For many years and for his willingness to assist with dr. Kristof's 

transition as the new coach. I vote I and the report is accept. Thank you. Thank you. 

Commissioner Gonzalez. I also want to just say I did not see until the break here 

that you had sent a statement on pride. Did you want to go ahead and read that? I 

know it's a little out of sequence, but did you want to read that into the record?  

Speaker:  I think with my sound, that's going to be difficult. So we'll we'll release it 

separately. Okay  



Speaker:  Sounds great. What's that? That's the first time you've been really clear. 

Yeah  

Speaker:  You mean in terms of the sound quality?  

Speaker:  Yeah, absolutely. Okay. I’ve stopped. Okay um, let's see.  

Speaker:  Where are we?  

Speaker:  516517, please. Is a second reading amend small donor elections 

program code to consolidate primary and general elections to align with the voter 

approved charter amendments in Portland.  

Speaker:  Measure 26 228 colleagues, this is a second reading of a non emergency 

ordinance.  

Speaker:  Any further discussion on this item before we call the roll, please call the 

roll. Ryan colleagues, as I said, when I pulled this from the consent agenda on June 

7th, I’m a very big fan of campaign finance reform and I’ve been very impressed 

with this program that former commissioner fritz started when it was called 

something else accountable actions.  

Speaker:  And then it moved to small donor. And I really want this program to 

succeed. And why I brought this up. And I also brought this issue up to the charter 

commission when I had the opportunity to meet with them. And I kept asking them 

how are you cross walking the nation's most progressive campaign finance reform 

with your work, my concerns continue to remain. As I brought up on June sixth, 

around budget and service levels as I was and remain concerned that we are not 

properly resourced for this work. I asked the very capable people running our small 

donor program with nine additional races than previously experienced in 2020 and 

2022 and as such are we resourced to steward this program? The answer was no. 

We need an additional 500 k in the fall projected minimum in the fall bump and an 

additional 4 million in the 2425 budget to be well resourced. The second question I 



asked, and I assume we must also increase staffing to meet three times the need is 

that the plan? The answer was no. So I will repeat, no matter how noble the intent 

of this program, it will not help anyone if it runs out of money and can't help 

people. If that it's created to serve each time this has come to council, I’ve asked for 

more clarity on how the program will be adequately resourced by this vote, and I 

have not received that clarity. Therefore, I can, in good conscience vote for this as 

written, and I do not see the adequate funding plan from those bringing this 

forward as written. There is no plan to address the increased level of services that 

will be needed. And for these reasons, at this moment, I vote no.  

Speaker:  Gonzalez. I share many of commissioner Ryan's concerns about the 

funding model here and to deliver on the promise of taking big dollars out of 

campaigns.  

Speaker:  This is not a small topic. It's significant that if folks can't adequately fund 

their campaigns through this program, you are going to fail at taking big dollars out 

of campaigns as having said that, I think the amendments proposed are doing what 

they're promising to do in terms of aligning the code provisions with the 

requirements of the new charter. So I’m I’m voting yes in favor of this, but sharing 

the concerns around budget that we need to work through in the coming months, 

maps um, i'll echo the concern burns that commissioner Ryan and commissioner 

Gonzalez voiced about funding this program.  

Speaker:  That indeed is part of the reason I voted against the budget. I don't see 

for next fiscal year is frankly I don't see um, I don't see the budget we just passed, 

uh, fully funding the program that we're about to implement today. Um, I have 

concerns about that. I’m not sure how we're going to fix this, but in the meantime 

time, um, I will press forward and vote. Um, I Rubio, I want to appreciate the work 

of the Portland elections commission to align the small donor elections program 



with the charter change, which, as my colleagues are aware, the charter committee 

required that all seats be up for election during the 2024 election cycle, and that 

number of seats and their potential number of candidates is unprecedented.  

Speaker:  I want to recognize that the Portland elections commission commission 

put its best thinking on predicting the funding needed for this program. Um, and 

we will all be watching the spending of this program closely. And based on what 

happens on the election front and revisit the budget for the current fiscal year 

during the fall budget process later this fall if needed, I vote aye. Wheeler  

Speaker:  I vote aye. The reports accepted.  

Speaker:  Thank you, commissioner Rubio, and thanks for everyone who worked 

on this. Next item 5.18, please. I think this is our last item today. Yeah, it's a report. 

Certify abstract of votes cast and proclaim measure 20 6-240 approved at the 

municipal nonpartisan special election held on may 16th, 2023. We are privileged to 

have auditor simone rede here today to present this item. You have been very 

patient sitting here throughout the entirety of this meeting. I want to thank you 

very much for your patience and thanks for being here today. Thank you, mayor 

Wheeler, and good good afternoon, commissioners.  

Speaker:  The happy birthday, commissioner Ryan, and happy pride to all. My 

name is simone reddy. I’m Portland's city auditor and I’m happy to be here. My 

office is responsible for reporting the official election results through our oversight 

of city elections. The report that my staff are prepared to give you provides the 

official results of the municipal, nonpartisan special election that was held may 16, 

2023, in the city of Portland report data is generated from the certified abstracts of 

votes from Multnomah, Washington and clackamas counties. After this meeting, my 

office will post the results on the city elections website. With me today is james 

eckles, elections analyst. First, he's going to deliver the report and he can also 



answer questions that you might have about it. And our newly returned elections 

officer, luis hansen, is also here to help answer questions that you might have of 

our office. And we're very grateful for her recent return from maternity leave. I also 

want to acknowledge our partners in clackamas, Washington and Multnomah 

counties for their partnership and certifying the results of votes cast in their 

jurisdictions and I will turn it over to james to deliver the report. Thank you, madam 

auditor.  

Speaker:  Mr. Mayor, commissioners, today we will give you the report on the 

special election the occurred on may 16th and the only item on the ballot for 

exclusively for city of Portland voters was the renewal of the children's is levy.  

Speaker:  This passed by a wide margin in all three counties. There were 138,088 

Portland voters who voted for the measure, and it passed with 71% of the vote. This 

is a large margin as this was a special election in an off year election turnout was 

expected to be low, certainly lower than the November election, which was 61.4% 

turnout, although only 30.5% of registered voters in the city of Portland took part in 

the ballot measure. This is actually exceeds historical numbers for special elections 

of this type in November of 20 excuse me, in. In 2000, 21 and 2019, we had may 

special elections and we had roughly 25% turnout and less than 17% turnout 

respectively. So this number is actually higher than average, especially considering 

there were no Portland city candidates on the ballot. And this was the only 

measure, although low voter turnout is typical in these types of elections 

nationwide, and it may still be worth looking into programs that could boost voter 

turnout in off years as this is a pretty low turnout in general. So as part of these 

reports, we also track voter registration. We take a snapshot of voter registration at 

each election that occurs. We took a snapshot in the November election. We took a 

snapshot again in may. May may. Voter registration in Portland was at 453,225, 



which is a drop from November of 8236. Now although this is a marginal drop of 

just 1.8, we do typically expect to see an increase. There's historically been an 

increase in voter registration since the passage of the motor voter laws, and we 

have had very high voter registration without further study. It's impossible for us to 

be certain why this has happened. We can guess at some of the causes, but I 

wouldn't want to speculate without further studies on why this small drop has 

occurred. The last thing I want to talk about is the cost of the election. Any special 

election that does not take place either. During the primary in may or the general 

election in November. For every other year, the city of Portland has to share the 

cost in that election. The cost depends on how many jurisdiction lines there are 

participating in it, and whatever we actually have on the ballot. We had just one 

measure on the ballot and the estimated cost for Multnomah County is $110,000. 

The invoice they expect to send us the invoice for this by July 15th. So we'll have a 

final cost for you. But this does align historically with special elections of this type in 

November of 2019, we had a special election that was 280,000 and may 2017, a 

$160,000. So the cost is pretty typical and has already been approved in in 

approved that it will cost. But this will come in the fall bump up. With that in mind, 

we that is the completion of the report. We only had one item. So it's pretty simple 

and straightforward, but we're happy to answer any questions you have about the 

process. Very good colleagues.  

Speaker:  Any questions? I did have one. James, you you touched on a really 

interesting thought there, given that it is a special election and given that there was 

one item on it, one that's very familiar, I think, to many voters, if not most voters at 

this point. And it's a reliable, safe yes vote. The children's levy. But what what other 

strategies would you suggest, do you suggest there might be ways to build turnout? 



What sort of strategies would you suggest we look at? Well, it's not a discussion 

we've had as an office, but there are certainly strategies in play.  

Speaker:  We currently don't do much to advertise the special elections. I think 

there's a lot around building up to November elections and candidate elections, 

and especially once we move away from candidates being elected in a primary in 

Portland, we could actually expect to see similar numbers even during a primary 

year because we won't necessarily have Portland city candidates on the ballot. But 

there's there are typical get out the vote programs that we could either look to 

partner with and see what bring those to Portland. There or get the get out the vote 

programs in Portland. The city itself could could look to do more. We've talked 

about we actually have recently reacquired our outreach coordinator in the 

auditor's office. So we could look to have a program where we talk more about the 

election, draw attention to it. Now, I do want to say that nobody in the country has 

been successful at getting people to show up to these types of elections. 30% is 

actually pretty decent. 2,025% is more typical when there are no relevant 

candidates on the ballot. And it's a measure that people kind of expect. Like you 

said, they kind of know what's going to happen anyway. But there are some minor 

things that we could look to do and do further study, and that's something that I 

would want to I’d want to work with my colleagues and come back to you about 

best practices.  

Speaker:  And you raised a really interesting question. It's something commissioner 

Mapps mentioned. Oh, he has his hand up, so i'll just let him mention it. But we 

don't have a primary election any more, starting with with the new form of 

government and that will change the dynamic. And I’m sure you're thinking a lot 

about how it might change the dynamic. Does it change your workflow 

requirements?  



Speaker:  Well, one nice thing is that although we won't have any candidates on 

that ballot, it will still be considered a biennial primary election. So we don't have to 

cover any costs. So whatever additional work that we do, do it. It won't be an extra 

cost to the city of Portland. As far as our workflow, this first year, we actually don't 

expect there to be a lot of change because we people haven't adjusted yet. People 

are still going to campaign early, they're still going to they're still going to look to 

our office for updated rules and for information and training to on how to be a 

candidate and how to comply with our laws. But in future years, as people get used 

to there not being a primary, we do expect there will probably be a shift a little later 

in the calendar year. It also condenses our filing deadline. We don't file normally. 

We'd be filing much earlier in the year because you file for the primary now, we 

won't be filing until June 5th of 2023.  

Speaker:  Have you thought about what your holidays look like in the future? I 

mean, with ranked choice voting and potentially many, many, many candidates 

running in the November election, since there will not be a may primary to cull the 

field down? I mean, that strikes me as just being a huge workload. When will you 

have to have the November results certified died in order for people to take office 

on January 1st? So that doesn't change under law.  

Speaker:  So it will continue to be. Multnomah County has 21 days to sort of 

compile the abstract and then get it to us. And then we will have 12 days to report it 

to you once they get it to us. Well, they have 21 days to certify it and then they 

usually take another few days beyond that to compile the results. But it will get it 

with ranked choice voting, won't it?  

Speaker:  I mean, you're going to have to go through and validate all of the math 

on it will be harder behind the scenes, but we don't expect it to change.  



Speaker:  We talked about this when we were addressing the changes in the code 

and we didn't expect it there to be an addition. It already that 21 days is set so that 

you can challenge ballots so that we can make sure that mail in ballots that are 

already common in Portland, people already understand that system. It's been 

around for a long time. So because that doesn't change, we still expect ballots to 

come in on time to be processed very quickly. That's all in place. The biggest 

difference and really, I would say this is really under the county's purview. It's not 

something we would deal with. But the biggest difference is you just have to have 

more ballots in place before you begin the counting. But the counting still goes very 

quickly. Once you do have those ballots in place and generally see that 21 day 

deadline is more of a buffer than we're not we're not hitting 21 days. It's something 

under code. So very good.  

Speaker:  Thanks, james. Appreciate it. Commissioner Mapps.  

Speaker:  Yes, just a quick clarification on during your presentation, you mentioned 

that it, um, something was going to come to the fall bump. Could you expand on 

what's coming to the fall bump? Uh, what it needs to be spent on how much? And it 

sounded like you already have the$ there, which I don't think I understand in the 

context of bump.  

Speaker:  Yeah, well, first i'll say the, the dollar figure we have, which is 110,000. It's 

typical for the elections, but that's an estimate that the county has given us. July 

15th is the date they've given us to give the final invoice. So that's when we'll know 

what the final number is once they calculate out. It's a value that we share with all 

the other jurisdictions that end up on that ballot. As far as as it being on the fall 

bump, I would actually, louise, maybe you could speak to more about you've been 

here before when? When we've done it. So I don't know if you could speak more to, 

to the process for that. Excuse me.  



Speaker:  It is typical that whatever the next spring or fall bump is upcoming when 

we have a special election, that we would make a request for general funds in order 

to help cover that election. Okay. That's a typical process we've done in the past.  

Speaker:  Okay. So you're expecting to come to the fall bump with a ask for 110. Is 

the bottom line somewhere around 110?  

Speaker:  Again, that's just an estimate that the county has given us. Until they can 

get us a more finalized number, do we just a little bit of history here, I guess, 

because of special elections, they're hard to predict.  

Speaker:  So we don't budget for it like I’m kind of confused as to why this goes 

through the bump process as opposed to a regular bump or regular budgeting 

process as well.  

Speaker:  I can tell you that there are a lot of unknown factors in each special 

elections, as you know. How many measures actually end up being brought by how 

many jurisdictions that kind of determines what the cost is going to be. So since 

those are always in flux, sometimes you get a measure at the very last filing day 

come on board. It's really difficult to ask stimate completely what you might be 

facing with a special election in. We've had special elections in the past where we 

were the only item on the ballot and then we ended up having to absorb the entire 

cost of the special election. So it's just hard to know. This particular election had 

several different jurisdictions that had one or more measures on. There so we are 

all splitting the cost, which is nice for us because we don't have to pay as much 

when that is the case on the ballot, this will be less than than we have seen in the 

past where there are fewer jurisdictions and at least the estimated cost is less.  

Speaker:  Um, three thank you very much for that.  

Speaker:  That clarification.  

Speaker:  And I’m I guess I’m fine with the process.  



Speaker:  I'll just point out to my colleagues, um, you know, we've had about three 

votes this morning, one on the budget.  

Speaker:  Um, we just heard a vote on the small donors election where we heard 

that they're going to need to go to the fall bump for about 400, 500 k uh, looks like 

the is going to have to come back for 110 k to pay for this. We're putting a lot of 

pressure on this fall bump and I think that we've heard from the economists, we 

expect the fall bump to be modest to nonexistent. Uh which is a theme for the day 

with that.  

Speaker:  That's only tangentially related to the, the material aspects of this 

ordinance.  

Speaker:  I have no more questions. Thank you, colleagues.  

Speaker:  Any further questions? If not, i'll entertain a motion to accept the report. 

So moved. Commissioner Ryan moves. Can I get a second? Second, commissioner 

Rubio seconds. Any further discussion? Seeing none Keelan please call the roll. 

Ryan. Yes thank you, madam auditor and happy pride to you and also to james and 

to louise.  

Speaker:  And welcome back. I hope everything is just great at home. Yeah  

Speaker:  Thank you. Happy birthday, commissioner Ryan.  

Speaker:  Yeah, nice of you. It's a little embarrassing to work in a council meeting 

on your birthday. Oh, we could.  

Speaker:  We could have made it much more embarrassing if you saying.  

Speaker:  Yeah, but no congratulation motions to the city of Portland for renewing 

the Portland children's levy. I also need to thank labor and business and individuals 

that came together in quite a beautiful collective. As you know, there's quite an 

antifa increase in taxes sentiment out there. Hence the other measure that was on 

the ballot from the county, which I sure help. It will help our invoicing, right? Since 



that one had a lot of votes as well. Um but you know, people do want to put kids 

first and it is our long term investor in our in our in our city and coming out of 

covid, it's been really rough on our children. At least we have data that proves that. 

I think it's been rough on adults as well. But the reentry with our children has been 

really, really challenging. Just hug any especially any middle school teacher that's on 

their summer break right now. They really had one heck of a year and they're on 

the front lines always. So I want to acknowledge the teachers and those who work 

directly with children and youth. And together we'll keep improving our results. And 

I’m glad that I live in a city that no matter what's going on, we're going to vote at a 

very high percentage for our children over 70. We were quite shocked, actually. 

Anyway, I’m happy to accept the report. I vote i.  

Speaker:  Gonzalez.  

Speaker:  I vote I maps I Rubio thank you, madam auditor.  

Speaker:  And then also james and luis for this report and the conversation today. 

Really appreciate your work on this and I learned a lot today. So i. Wheeler thank 

you auditor rede we appreciate your leadership on this.  

Speaker:  James great presentation. Thank you for answering our questions. Luis 

thank you for answering our questions and congrats relations. And one more time, 

everybody, happy birthday  


