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3. PERSPECTIVES ON URBAN FORM

Urban Form

Watersheds

Natural Resources Invento

Urban Forest

Variations in street and block configurations, EconomciDevelopment
natural features, building types and architecture
across Portland contribute to the distinct
character of Portland’s neighborhoods and
districts. Whether a neighborhood’s streets are
straight and lined by porches, or curve through
forested hills, for example, their physical ? - structure
characteristics are fundamental to their sense of
place.

| _ tern
Portland includes three fundamentally distinct ' sdelyiliusidoat:
types of neighborhoods: the Inner V)
Neighborhoods, with their main street
commercial districts and compact street grid;
the Western Neighborhoods, whose urban form
is shaped by hilly terrain, streams and other
natural features; and the Eastern Neighborhoods, whose diverse mix of urban and more
rural forms is set against a backdrop of Douglas firs and buttes. Beyond these three
neighborhood urban forms are two other Portland patterns: those of the Central City
neighborhoods, Portland’s most intensely urbanized area; and the industrial districts, with
their own distinct urban form characteristics.

Housing_and Transportation Affordability
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Buildings are a major part of the physical
environment of neighborhoods. Street layouts
and the architectural characteristics of buildings
reflect the building and design approaches of
the time they were built, but also contribute to
the distinct character of neighborhoods.
Portland’s older buildings and its historic
landmarks are concentrated within the Inner
Neighborhoods.

Buikdings Comstructed before 1990

Buildings Constructed Before 1990 (PDF)

Focus on: Central City/West | North | Inner East | East
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Portland contains five watersheds, each with
differing natural characteristics, hydrology, water
quality, and habitat issues. In each of the
watersheds, the future health of watersheds and
the natural environment is dependent on
addressing existing problems and on how future
growth and development is managed. Portland’s
watersheds:

Willamette River Watershed

Columbia Slough Watershed

Johnson Creek Watershed Portland Watersheds (PDF)
Fanno Creek Watershed

Tryon Creek Watershed
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The updated Natural Resource Inventory maps the riparian corridors and wildlife habitat
areas in Portland and assesses their relative quantity and functionality. The inventory
indicates that significant natural resources make up one-third of the area of the city. This
includes approximately 242 river and stream miles, about 2,450 wetland acres, and roughly
19,515 acres of forest and woodland areas one acre or larger. Most of these resources are
concentrated in several large areas listed below.
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Natural Resources Inventory (PDF)
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Portland’s existing tree canopy covers about
26% of Portland’s land area. The current goal is
to have trees cover at least 33% of the city. The
tree canopy is most dense in natural areas,
such as Forest Park, other parts of the West
Hills, on and around Powell Butte and other
eastside buttes, and parts of Pleasant Valley in
the southeast. Areas with the most
concentrated urban development, particularly
the Central City, and also industrial areas have
the sparsest canopy.

This map shows the distribution of trees in the Urban Forest (PDF)

city, including dispersed canopy, clusters of Focus on: Central C [ North | Inner East
trees and swaths of canopy extending through
some residential areas. Canopy has expanded
in some areas over the last 30 years, including
in many Inner Neighborhoods due in large part to the planting of new street trees and the
growth of established trees. Other areas, such as in some outer southeast and
southwestern neighborhoods, have seen losses of mature trees to make room for new
development.

FORTLAND FLEN
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LAND USE CURRENT CANOPY TARGET CANOPY
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These maps show where jobs are distributed
geographically, by sector: industrial, institutional,
office, and retail. Portland’s Central City
accounts for 34% of the City’s employment
base; regional and town centers accounts for

Industrial Sectars Empoment

4%:; neighborhoods comprise another 28%;
industrial districts (outside the Central City),
25%, and institutional areas, 9%.

Most of Portland’s job growth since 2000 has
been in the Central City, where there has been
an increase of about 12,000 jobs, while the rest
of the city has lost jobs. The largest growth
sector outside the Central City has been
institutional, largely in health care and
education. The majority of this institutional FOFILAND PLIK I 162 T 7
employment is located in residential zones.

Industrial Sectors (PDF)

Institutional Sectors (PDF),
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Office Sectors (PDF)

FARTUAMD FLAR Retail Sectors Empoyment

Retail Sectors (PDF)

(. Get Adobe

Housing and transportation are the two largest
cost-of-living items for typical households. The
maps show that while housing costs are
sometimes less in areas further from the city
center, these same outer areas also have more
expensive transportation costs.
I |
These three maps show how households costs
for housing, transportation, and housing and

transportation combined, vary across the city.
Housing Expense (PDF)
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Transportation Expense (PDF)

Portland includes within its boundaries schools
that are in the Portland, Parkrose, David
Douglas, Reynolds, and Centennial school
districts. This map shows trends in school
enrollment. It shows that, while student
enrollment in many schools within the Portland
Public Schools district have been flat or have
declined since 2001, some eastern districts,
particularly David Douglas, have seen large
increases in enrollment. The David Douglas
School District area includes some of the most
affordable housing in Portland, and has been
the location of a large amount of new family
housing development.

School Enrollment (PDF)

st | North | Inner East | East

Road

Issues related to Portland’s transportation, sewer and stormwater, water, and parks systems
vary geographically:

Eastern Neighborhoods

Portland’s eastern neighborhoods face a variety of infrastructure challenges that may
impede the area’s ability to serve existing residents and adequately accommodate additional
infill development.

https://www.portlandonline.com/portlandplan/index.cfm?c=52254




6/28/23, 1:20 PM 3. Perspectives on Portland’s Urban Form

Western Neighborhoods

Much like the neighborhoods themselves,
infrastructure in western neighborhoods often is
shaped and constrained by the area’s hilly
topography and streams.

Inner Neighborhoods and Central City

Infrastructure deficiencies in inner

neighborhoods and central Portland are less y

severe than those in other areas and in general  Eastern)
should not impede development. However, L
some of these deficiencies may affect the

quality of life of area residents.

PORTLAND’S INFRASTRUCTURE

Transportation Environmental Parks Water
Eastern Poor street The sanitary sewer |An additional 58 acres of The City’s backup
Neighborhoods connectivity. system is in good | parks needed. water source, the
condition. Columbia South
A number of 48% of park properties Shore Well Field, is
unimproved and |Issues with are undeveloped. located primarily in
substandard stormwater east Portland, as is
streets. runoff and Poor pedestrian access to | the powell Valley
infiltration in the |many parks. well system.
Highest average |Johnson Creek
vehicle miles Watershed. Poor recreation facility
traveled per distribution.
person. Potential
compliance Natural areas targeted
Five deficient issues with for acquisition.
bridges. underground
injection controls | Few street trees and
Issues with (sumps). private trees being lost
pedestrian, to development.
cyclist and
automobile
safety.

Deficiencies limit
fire flow in areas
near Powell Butte

Many streets lack
sidewalks.

https://www.portlandonline.com/portlandplan/index.cfm?c=52254
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Western

Neighborhoods

Transportation

Few major
arterials.

Streets do not
meet
connectivity
standards.

Many
unimproved or
substandard
streets.

Higher average
vehicle miles
traveled per
person.

Most residential
streets lack
sidewalks.

Less than 1/3 of

bikeways have
been
constructed.

Environmental

Sanitary sewer
concerns in
Fanno Basin and
related to Fanno
Pump Station.

Efforts underway
to inspect older
sanitary sewers,
which may have
condition
problems.

Significant
stormwater
management
concerns.

Where does all that rainwater go?

This map shows where stormwater goes in the

city and where green infrastructure

improvements (tree planting, green streets,
ecoroofs, stream restoration) could make the
most difference by removing pollutants,
reducing runoff or improving natural conditions.
The darker the colors, the more benefits we can

expect.
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Parks

6 undeveloped park
properties.

Significant protected
open spaces, but lacks
sufficient developed
parks and some sports
fields.

High urban canopy rate,
though it is being lost in
some areas due to
development.

Water

Pump station &
supply
improvements are
needed to improve
fire flow in hilly
areas.

Stormwater Management and

Infrastructure (PDF)
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PARTNERS

Partner Links
City of Portland
Multnomah County
Metro

TriMet

Portland Development Commission

Portland State University

Mt. Hood Community College

Portland Public Schools

David Douglas School District

Parkrose School District

Reynolds School District

Centennial School District

Oregon Health & Science University

Portland Community College

Home Forward (Housing_Authority of Portland)

Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development

Oregon Department of Transportation

West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District

East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District

Multnomah County Drainage District

Worksystems,_Inc.

Multnomah Education Service District

Regional Arts & Culture Council

Port of Portland
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Social Media

Subscribe to our RSS feeds
All Updates | Just the News

Follow us on Twitter
@PortlandBPS | #PDXPlan
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View our photos on Flickr
/PDXPlan

ﬂ Be a fan on Facebook
(0@

—~ Send us an email
,\] bps@portlandoregon.gov
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Contact Information

The Portland Plan

1900 SW 4th Avenue, Suite 7100
Portland, OR 97201

Phone (503) 823-7700

Fax (503) 823-7800

éPreguntas?

Para obtener mas informacidn en espafiol
favor llamar a la linea de Informacion de
la Ciudad y el Condado, (503) 823-4000.
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