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Aerial View

Site / First Floor Plan Second Floor Plan

Second Floor Plan

Neighborhood CompatabilityFee Simple         Project Data:
6 Home (26 du/ac) - Site Coverage 4,650 sq.ft. (47%) - Total Area 6,800 sq.ft - Hgt 22.5 ft.
(4) 3 Bedroom Homes @1,200 sq.ft. each + (2) 2 Bedroom Homes @ 1,000 sq.ft. each

INDEPENDENT STRUCTURES ON FEE SIMPLE LOTS, FORM A SHARED COURT. 
THIS MULTI-USE SPACE, PERMEABLY PAVED, TERMINATES IN A SHADED COMMON 
GREEN; A VEGETATED INFILTRATION BASIN. APPROPRIATE SETBACKS & SINGLE 
FAMILY SCALED MASSING MERGE WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD. FAMILIAR 
MATERIALS, ALBEIT IN MODERN FORMS, ADD DOMESTIC SCALE. DOORYARDS 
DEFINE TERRITORY, SEPARATING PUBLIC FROM PRIVATE. MODESTLY SCALED & 
SIMPLE, THE HOMES FORM A VARIETY OF SPACES THAT FOSTER PRIVACY AND 
SECURITY. CHILDREN PLAY ON PRIVATE PATIOS, FRONT PORCHES, THE SHARED 
COURT OR COMMON GREEN, ALL WITHIN VIEW AND EARSHOT OF THE HOME. 
ENVIRONMENTALLY APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGIES & MATERIALS FOSTER A 
SUSTAINABLE LIVING ENVIRONMENT FOR FAMILIES TO FLOURISH.      

PORTLAND
COURTYARD HOUSING: INNER PORTLAND INFILL SITE
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EASTERN PORTLAND INFILL SITE
A FAMILY’S DREAM HOME! Close to town without the usual sacrifices.
This community of homes focuses on family features, larger floor plans, private yards, 
common open space, convenient parking and storage while promoting first cost affordability 
through appropriate density, conventional construction and lower life cycle costs through 
energy efficient design, day lighting and renewable onsite energy. The special features of this 
development include: 

THIRD FLOOR PLAN
1/16”=1’

PROJECT DATA

40% Lot Coverage

Maximum Ht = 33 ft 
No. of Units = 7

Unit A:  1522 SF
Unit B/ Br: 1561 SF
Unit C:  1577 SF
Unit D/ Dr: 1903 SF
Unit E:  1583 SF

Total  8146 SF
(Includes garage)  

Generous Shared Court - a safe play area for activities better served by hardscape
Common Green - a safe play area for activities best accomplished on grass. This area also   
serves as part of the rain water management system
Covered Arcade – a sheltered common area for socializing, playing and connecting to the   
greater community
Green Entry Courts - a transitional space from public to private
Private Yard or Deck - a contained and private outdoor space for family use for each 
home
Flex Room -  art studio, office, or multigenerational living space COURTYARD RE-DEFINED FAMILY FRIENDLY FEATURES - OPEN SPACE DENSITY PATTERNS OVER TIME SOLAR RESPONSE LIGHT AND VENTILATION TOWER RAINWATER HARVESTING/ MANAGEMENT

COURTYARD VIEW LOOKING NORTH STREET VIEW LOOKING NORTH VIEW ALONG COMMUNITY ARCADE

cedar shingle 

wood decking

stone

permeable hardscape

SECOND FLOOR PLAN
1/16”=1’

SITE PLAN AND FIRST FLOOR  PLAN
1/16”=1’

01.  front porch
02.  kitchen
03.  living
04.  flex room
05.  bedroom
06.  master bedroom
07.   stair tower
08.  community arcade with
       soaking trench below
09.  reflecting pool with cistern
       below
10.  photovoltaic
11.  shared court - pervious 
       pavement
12.  common green
13.  entry court
14.  private yard
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EASTERN PORTLAND INFILL SITE
A FAMILY’S DREAM HOME! Close to town without the usual sacrifices.
This community of homes focuses on family features, larger floor plans, private yards, 
common open space, convenient parking and storage while promoting first cost affordability 
through appropriate density, conventional construction and lower life cycle costs through 
energy efficient design, day lighting and renewable onsite energy. The special features of this 
development include: 
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Generous Shared Court - a safe play area for activities better served by hardscape
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greater community
Green Entry Courts - a transitional space from public to private
Private Yard or Deck - a contained and private outdoor space for family use for each 
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Ground Floor Plan 107731218-u8

Eastern Portland Infill Site

Family Matters: a New Model for East Portland
Eastern Portland neighborhoods are a disjointed mix of single family homes, irregularly subdivided 
lots, and multi-family infill developments. They feel like places in transition, with little in the way of 
context or clear urban pattern. This proposal seeks to set a better example for infill development that 
not only contributes to a pedestrian-friendly streetscape, but is more compatible with lower-density 
semi-urban neighborhoods and also provides a better, safer environment for families. 

Floor areas: street end units = 1,910 s.f.; other units = 1,725 s.f. (includes garages)
Total area = 14,170 s.f. (includes garages)
Building footprint = 8,924 s.f. (0.52% lot coverage)
Total number of units = 8 
Maximum height = 24’

0 4 8 16

Shared court looking east

This proposal’s shared common 
space accommodates pedestrian and 

play activity as well as vehicle access to 
garages. Narrow, single-width passages 

between courts, textured paving, and 
dense planting help to slow car traffic. 

Typical Eastern Portland multi-family 
developments do not contribute to a 

lively public street scene, with entrances 
facing new internal streets meant strictly 

for cars. 

st
re

et

107731218-u8Second Floor Plan0 4 8 16

Shared court looking east

Covered play/social spaceInterior

View from the street

The project fits into Portland’s strong 
tradition of using brick in multi-family 

residential architecture.

Green roofs filter and reduce 
stormwater runoff, which is then directed 
to water gardens and swales to manage 

stormwater on site.

Individual units have access from the 
central court, while street-end units 
have their primary entrance facing the 

public street. The central court is divided 
into two large spaces, each providing  

access to four units. 

A variety of outdoor spaces is provided, 
creating different types of play spaces, 

suitable for different age groups; the semi-
public shared central court, semi-private 

stoops at unit entrances, and private 
protected yard spaces for each unit.

 End units have stoops and entrances 
that address the street, contributing to a 
pedestrian-friendly environment along the 
public street frontage. 

 Outdoor spaces are observable from 
kitchen and living areas, allowing for 
supervision of children at play.

 A combination covered stage, sandbox, 
and social area at the end of the common 
court is shared by all the units.

 All eight units have three bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, and a bonus room that can be used 
as a tv room, a bedroom, or an office. 

Eastern Portland Infill Site
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EASTERN COMMON 
Eastern Portland Infill Site, R2 Zoning
To create a variety of functional, affordable homes for families, this proposal 
utilizes highly conventional materials (single hung windows, cement-board siding, 
composition shingles and a brick veneer base), carports (in lieu of finished garages) 
that dually function as covered outdoor auxiliary spaces and two-family buildings 
(which have simpler building code requirements than multifamily buildings).  

8 Homes:  (2) Type A, (4) Type B, (2) Type C
 Type A 1,351 enclosed sqft (3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 floors)
 Type B 1,890 enclosed sqft (4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, loft, 3 floors)
 Type C 1,486 enclosed sqft (4 bedrooms, 3 baths, loft, 2 floors)
Lot Coverage: 46.8% (includes porches and carports)
Building Area: 13,234 enclosed sqft   Max. Height:  31’-9” at Type B

Public to Private
A courtyard community 
featuring a range of elastic 
open spaces: open-ended 
carports and covered 
porches that expand the 
shared court and common 
green) allowing flexible 
and creative inhabitation 
of the range of public, 
semi-public, semi-private 
and private outdoor living 
opportunities (left diagram)

LEGEND
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5 Carport
6 Private Patio
7 Bedroom 
8 Bathroom/Half Bathroom

9 Computer Loft/Playroom
10 Shared Court
11 Common Green
12 Playscape

13 Laundry
14 Stormwater Planters
15  Drivable, permable lawn adjacent to paving
16 On-Street Parking

SITE PLAN / FLOOR 01

STREET PERSPECTIVE - FACING WEST

STREET ELEVATIONSHARED COURT ELEVATION
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Type C

Type C

Public to Private
A courtyard community 
featuring a range of elastic 
open spaces: open-ended 
carports and covered 
porches that expand the 
shared court and common 
green) allowing flexible 
and creative inhabitation 
of the range of public, 
semi-public, semi-private 
and private outdoor living 
opportunities (left diagram)

Context
Recognizes the bungalow scale which dominates Eastern 
Portland, providing a single-story presence along the street 
front, three stories in the middle of the site and returning to the 
two-story single-family scale at the rear (diagram above)

Project SiteRear 
Neighboor

Across-Street 
Neighbor

Street 
R.O.W.

Pedestrian / 
Vehicular Allocation
Treating the car as 
the occasional visitor, 
the shared court is 
designed to function 
as a multivalent space 
for varied activities, 
supporting pedestrians 
first.  Paved, planted, lawn 
and drivable turf areas 
allow a range of uses 
(right diagram)
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