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F r o m: P ortl a n d  C o p w at c h

T o: W h e el er,  M a y or ; C o m mi s si o n er  R y a n  Offi c e ; C o m mi s si o n er  R u bi o ; C o m mi s si o n er  M a p p s ; C o m mi s si o n er  G o n z al e z
Offi c e
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B el o w is  P ortl a n d  C o p w at c h's t esti m o n y f or  C o u n cil it e m  3 3 5.  W e  h a v e
als o  att a c h e d t h e  c o m m e nts  w e  m a d e  o n t h e  B ur e a u's  pr o p os e d  dir e cti v es
o n  M ar c h  3 0.

---------

M a y or  W h e el er  a n d  C o m missi o n ers

P ortl a n d  C o p w at c h  a p pl a u ds t h e  Cit y  a n d  P oli c e  Ass o ci ati o ns  c o mi n g t o  a n
a gr e e m e nt  a b o ut  b o d y  c a m er as  wit h o ut  g oi n g i nt o  ar bitr ati o n.  W e'r e  als o
g e n er all y  o pti misti c t h at t h e  p oli c e s e e m t o  h a v e  a gr e e d t h at  g etti n g  a n
offi c er's i niti al st at e m e nt  b ef or e t h e y  w at c h t h e f o ot a g e is  cr u ci al t o
m e et t h e  c o nstit uti o n al st a n d ar ds l ai d  o ut i n  Gr a h a m  v.  C o n n or:  n o  2 0/ 2 0
hi n dsi g ht.

W e'r e  d e e pl y  c o n c er n e d  a b o ut  p ot e nti al l o o p h ol es  w hi c h  c o ul d  m a k e t h e
n e w  p oli c y irr el e v a nt,  h a v e  q u esti o ns  a b o ut t h e s u bst a n c e  of t h e  p oli c y
ar o u n d l o w er-l e v el f or c e,  a n d  ar e  e xtr e m el y  dis a p p oi nt e d i n t h e  pr o c ess.

W hil e it is tr u e t h e i n v ol v e d  offi c er  w o n't  b e  a bl e t o l o o k  at t h eir  o w n
b o d y  c a m er a f o ot a g e  b ef or e t h e i nt er vi e w, i n v esti g at ors  w o n't  b e  a bl e t o
l o o k  at it  eit h er.  P er h a ps t his is t o  pr e v e nt i n v esti g at ors fr o m  as ki n g
bi as e d  or l e a di n g  q u esti o ns.  H o w e v er,  w e  u n d erst a n d t h at i n v esti g at ors
us u all y t al k t o  e v er y o n e  b ut t h e i n v ol v e d  offi c er first    a n y w a y.

T h e l ett er  of  a gr e e m e nt  g o es  o ut  of its  w a y t o  ass ur e  offi c ers t h e y
w o n't  b e  dis ci pli n e d if t h eir st at e m e nt  d o es n't  m at c h  w h at's  o n t h e
r e c or di n g,  b e c a us e t h e  Cit y  w o ul d  h a v e t o  pr o v e t h e y  w er e l yi n g  as
o p p os e d t o j ust  mis-r e m e m b eri n g.  Fr o m  a  c o m m u nit y st a n d p oi nt  p er h a ps if
t h e f o ot a g e r e v e als  a n  offi c er  vi ol at e d  p oli c y,  w h et h er t h e y li e d  a b o ut
it is l ess i m p ort a nt t h a n t h e f or c e  vi ol ati o n.  S o  m a y b e  w e  c a n li v e  wit h
t his.

W e  h a v e  h e ar d s p e c ul ati o n t h e  offi c er  mi g ht  b e  a bl e t o l o o k  at  _ wit n ess _
offi c er f o ot a g e  b ef or e  gi vi n g t h eir st at e m e nt,  b ut  S e cti o n  1 1. 2. 2. 2 s a ys
i n v ol v e d  m e m b ers  "s h all  o nl y  vi e w  B W C r e c or di n gs  as  pr o vi d e d f or i n t his
s e cti o n. "  R e g ar dl ess, t his  p oli c y  o nl y  a d dr ess es  b o d y  w or n  c a m er as  a n d
t h er e  w as  a  c as e i n r e c e nt  y e ars  w h er e t hir d  p art y f o ot a g e  w as s h ar e d
wit h  e v er y  offi c er  o n t h e  B ur e a u  d uri n g t h e i n v esti g ati o n.  E v e n if it's
n ot  dir e ctl y r el at e d t o  b o d y  w or n  c a m er as, t his  p oli c y s h o ul d  m a k e  cl e ar
t h e  offi c er s h o ul d  n ot l o o k  at  _ a n y _ r e c or di n gs  b ef or e  m a ki n g t h eir
st at e m e nt.

W e  ar e  gl a d t h e  Dir e cti v e's r estri cti o n  o n  pr e-r e vi e wi n g f o ot a g e  als o
a p pli es t o  " C at e g or y II " f or c e,  w hi c h  m e a ns f or c e  w hi c h l e a ds t o s eri o us
i nj ur y  b ut  n ot  d e at h.  H o w e v er, f or l e v els III  a n d I V--  n o n-s eri o us
i nj ur y  a n d  n o i nj ur y  us es  of f or c e, s u p er vis ors  ar e s u p p os e d t o  g et  a
st at e m e nt t h at's  N O T r e c or d e d,  b ut if t h e y  dis c o v er t h e f or c e  w as
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COMMENTS ON BODY WORN CAMERAS DIRECTIVE, MARCH 2023


To Chief Lovell, Inspector Buckley, Lieutenant Morgan, PPB Policy Analysts, Compliance Officer/Community
Liaison Team, Portland Committee on Community Engaged Policing, Mayor/Police Commissioner Wheeler, US
Dept. of Justice, Citizen Review Committee, Training Advisory Council and the Portland Police Bureau:
Below are Portland Copwatch's preliminary comments on the Body Worn Camera (BWC) Directive posted for
review at <http://www.portland.gov/police/directives-overview>. We may comment on the three other Directives posted
without advance notice separately, but it is with some urgency we send these comments to you:


1) Though Portland Copwatch is on an email list to get alerts when policies are posted, no such email was sent on
March 1 when the BWC policy was placed online. In fact, the last email generated about Directives was on January 18
this year.


2) Though the PPB's process explicitly calls for posting a draft Directive, receiving feedback, then posting a second
version for review, a highly unusual (and a little rude) cover sheet on this policy says that PPB has taken plenty of
public input and there will be no second review. That doesn't account for the fact that this is the first time people have
actually seen the PPB's proposed policy! 


3) The cover sheet also warns that the policy has already been negotiated with the Police "Union,"*-1 further
explaining the shortcutting of the process. However, it's our understanding that those negotiations usually come after
the public review of policies. In other words, ___in essence, the public has for the most part been cut out of the
development process for this one particular Directive___.


Rather than try to speak for broader swaths of the community whose input the PPB posted online, including the
report from the Compliance Officer showing responses to a survey on body cams, in the interest of our now very
limited time, PCW will mostly focus on the comments we made in 2015 regarding these potential surveillance tools.


Once again, PCW suggests that numbers or letters to be added to the Definitions, Policy and Procedure sections to
make them easier to cite. 
-------------


DIRECTIVE 620.00 BODY-WORN CAMERA USE AND MANAGEMENT
Starting at the Basics: Our recommendation #14 is that "footage should primarily be used to hold police
accountable for officer misconduct/criminal activity and, when the subject has given a release, to improve training
and policy." Recommendation #15 is not to use the footage to prosecute people for innocuous criminal activity.
The Policy section lays out that the PPB is only vaguely interested accountability as an issue. Policy Section 2
vaguely lists "collecting evidence and building and maintaining public trust, " while Section 3 spells out the
priorities: "Enhancing the accuracy of officer reports and testimony, gathering evidence for investigative and
prosecutorial purpose, providing additional information for officer evaluation and training, and [LAST ITEM]
conducting fair and thorough professional standards reviews in resolving complaints." So it's clear where the
priorities lie. Also, there are provisions to share the footage with prosecutors (Procedure 13.1) but not
complainants/ defendants/ defense or civil rights attorneys.
--The second part of our recommendation, about gaining permission from a subject for the video to be used for
training, seems to have been applied only to _police officers_ in Procedure Section 11.4.3. There is no
contemplation of the community members' authorization.


Fourth Amendment/Oregon Anti-Spying Law: Portland Copwatch recommendation #7 affirms that state law
requires officers to turn on the cameras when there is reasonable suspicion of criminal activity. We asked that there
be no loopholes to turn the cameras off, but for the PPB to address privacy rights of crime victims. In
Recommendation #12, we reminded the PPB that lawful activity (social, religious and political affiliation) are
protected from being recorded by ORS 181A.250. Policy Section 3 implies all contacts will be recorded
("documentation of police-public contacts, encounters,*-2 arrests and critical incidents"). Procedure Section 3
similarly asks that officers announce that recording is happening "when contacting a person." In Procedure 4.2
there is further clarification that if the cameras _are not already on_, officers must start recording when "self-
dispatching" to a call, conducting traffic/pedestrian stops, conducting searches, for certain criminal interviews of
minors, and when there is "reasonable suspicion or probable cause to believe that a crime or violation has occurred,
is occurring, or will occur." That said, PCW also suggested that cameras be turned on when officers are trying to
gather information, even when there is no reasonable suspicion of a crime (Recommendation #8), to avoid the
PPB's habit of claiming they are engaging in "mere conversation" when they are really interrogating people. 







--Exceptions listed in Procedure Section 6 include for officer privacy, when interviewing victims (survivors?) of
sexual assault, trafficking or child abuse (unless the person asks to be recorded), when legally protected
conversations are taking place, when officers are undercover, when officers deliver notification of a person's death,
and inside mental health facilities, courthouses, and certain areas of police facilities. 


---It's not clear why there's an exception allowing officers to record attorney-client privileged conversation if
"activation is required under this directive" (6.1.2.1.4).


Holding Cops Accountable for Failure to Record: PCW's Recommendation #9 was that "there be increasing,
structured disciplinary measures" depending whether officers fail to record interactions at all, turn the cameras off
in the middle of a contact, or commit other violations. The only mention of discipline (that we can find) refers to
officers who intentionally violate the policy during the first 60 days of using body cameras while they gain "muscle
memory" to turn them on (Section 1.8.1).


Pre-Review Already Decided?: Procedure Section 8.3 calls for officers to upload footage after a non-deadly force
incident before the end of the shift, but doesn't prohibit them from looking at the footage before writing their
report. Does this mean the issue of pre-review for non-deadly force has already been decided? PCW stands by its
Recommendation #10 that officers should not review footage before writing reports.


Your Rights and the Police: As noted above, officers must tell people that they are recording (Procedure 3.1).
However, there is no mention of delivering further information to community members about their rights to remain
silent, not to make incriminating statements or to walk away if they are not being detained (Recommendation #11).
Since the PPB just spent several years creating a process to inform people of their right to refuse a search, it would
seem prudent to do this for people whose statements "can and will be used against them in a court of law."
Record Now, Redact Later: The Directive allows officers to mute their cameras for "sensitive tactical discussions"
which might create safety concerns if released (Procedure 6.2). It seems this is an invitation to help officers cover
up making inappropriate decisions or comments. A better plan would be to allow an independent party to review
the unmuted recording and redact any actual sensitive information later, rather than risk failing to record
misconduct.
Fair Enough: Recommendation #13 from Portland Copwatch echoed state law that body camera footage not be
used with facial recognition software; this is acknowledged in Procedure Section 9.1.
Close Enough?: PCW recommended that a third party who is not the manufacturer or the Police be the owner of
the footage (#4). The Directive states that the footage belongs to the City, leaving open the possibility that other
Portland agencies could run the program in the future, though the video will be stored with a "third-party vendor"*-
3 (Procedure 13.5). 
Didn't Comment Because... How Would We Have Known?: The following concepts all cropped up in this draft
Directive and they are not things PCW commented on before because, frankly, why would we have known these
would be addressed?
--Re-enactments... Don't Try This at Home: One item prohibited by the Directive is that officers cannot "re-enact"
scenarios if the cameras were not on at the time of the actual incident (Procedure 9.3). One wonders how this came
up in conversation. Maybe it's a result of how many times the PPB was featured on the show "Cops."


---Haven't the Remotest Idea: Procedure 9.4 prohibits offices from remotely activating other members' cameras.
First of all, this contradicts the premise that certain automatic activations will occur if officers are within 30 feet of
each other (Procedure 4.1.2). Second of all, it would seem that supervisors who are trying to monitor certain police
activity from a safe distance, rather than becoming ensnared in the tactical operation (as has been hammered home
by the OIR Group for many years) might need to remotely activate cameras if officers are unable (or unwilling) to
do so. At the US Dept. of Justice court hearing on February 28, the Police Association implied that they were
hoping to, in short, get supervisors to stop sitting on their butts while the line officers are in harm's way. That does
not seem to be a good idea, even if it does seem more equitable, as it could leave the patrol officers without backup
if supervisors are required to be enmeshed in the action.


--This Provision is (Not) "The Bomb": For some reason officers are supposed to deactivate the cameras if there's a
potential explosive device on scene (Procedure 7.1.2). If the concern is that the wireless signal might trigger the
explosive, it's not clear that turning off the camera will solve that problem.







---Auto-link Reassurance: The automatic activation will apparently be tied to officers drawing their firearms or
Tasers (Procedure 2.1.2), which in theory fits PCW's criteria because officers should not be unholstering the
weapons without reasonable suspicion of criminal activity. They will also go on when officers turn on the flashing
lights on the police car (4.1.1.1).


--Helpful Hint: PCW appreciates that Policy Section 4 warns that body cameras do not necessarily show the entire
truth. While this paragraph could be interpreted to be saying "don't rush to judgment about it looking like the
officers had no reason to kill this person," it also should act as a reminder that investigators are not seeing the face
or body language of the cop behind the camera.


--Other Privacy Issues: The Directive does allow for recording inside of hospitals if there is a crime in progress,
but rightfully reminds officers only to record people involved in the incident and not during medical procedures
(Procedure 6.1.2.1.2)


--Flirting with Disaster: Homicide Detectives must be walled off from Internal Affairs interviews of officers when
their testimony is compelled, or else risk tainting the criminal investigation. It's not clear how the Detectives are
going to be prohibited from reviewing footage of those interviews as stated in Procedure 11.6.3.


--Who Died and Left You In Charge?: While PCW is encouraged by the idea of an entity outside the Police
Bureau being involved in review and decision-making about BWC footage, it was a surprise to read that the
Director of the Community Safety Division can approve of accidental recordings being deleted (Procedure 12.2).


---Back to the Future: Along those lines, the Directive is wisely written vaguely enough to incorporate the concept
that investigators from the Independent Police Review or the new oversight system being designed can review
BWC footage, with the Administrative Investigator Review section (Procedure 11.5) not specifying the Bureau as
the investigators. 


--Limit or Minimum?: In court, it sounded as if the Police Association felt the policy would limit supervisors to
reviewing only three incidents when conducting performance evaluations. PCW agrees with those who thinks that
is too limiting. The language of Procedure 11.3.2.1 is that the supervisors "shall review three BWC events," where
two of the three could be force incidents they reviewed for investigative purposes. There is nothing raising the point
that some officers use force more than twice a year, nor does it prohibit supervisors from reviewing more footage.
PCW encourages the Bureau to leave the language as-is without setting a cap. 


---Moreover, the three incidents being reviewed are supposed to be randomly chosen by the manufacturer's
software,*-4 rather than the supervisor using their knowledge of the officer's activities to review specific incidents.


-------------


CONCLUSION


This policy has been brewing since at least 2016, and the PPB acknowledges there is a lot of community interest in it.
There is no reasonable argument to be made that the specific language the community is seeing for the first time with
this draft should be treated any differently than all other Directives. Therefore, we urge the Bureau to follow its own
rules and put out a redline version of this Directive for Second Universal review. Perhaps that will give our group or
others time to apply the analysis we did for our own comments to all of the comments received over these seven
years.


--dan handelman and other members of
--Portland Copwatch


*1- The Portland Police Association should not be called a "union" as they are not part of a broad labor solidarity
group like AFL-CIO and are the people called upon to break up strikes by working class folks who don't carry guns
for a living.


*2- we can't help but notice the word "encounter" is used by the City to describe police violence that leads to lawsuit
settlements approved by City Council.


*3- likely Axon, formerly Taser, International, which is named as the manufacturer of choice in Procedure 4.1.2 and
11.3.


*4- PCW believes the manufacturer's name should not be included in the Directive in case the PPB decides to use
another vendor.







a ct u all y  m or e s eri o us t h e y  D O  h a v e t o r e c or d it.  D o es t his  m e a ns  A x o n
h as  a d d e d  a ti m e  m a c hi n e t o t h eir  b o d y  c a m er as t h at  all o w t h e s u p er vis or
t o st art r e c or di n g  2,  5,  1 0  or  m or e  mi n ut es i n t h e  p ast ?  W e  k n o w t h er e's
a  pr e-r oll r e c or di n g  b ut t h at  o nl y l asts  3 0 s e c o n ds  b ef or e t h e r e c or d
b utt o n is  p us h e d.  T his  w as  a  p o orl y  writt e n  p art  of t h e  p oli c y. If  a
c o m m u nit y  m e m b er  p ut t h eir  h a n ds  o n s o m e o n e,  p oi nt e d  a  g u n  at s o m e o n e,
g e ntl y  g ui d e d t h e m t o t h e si d e w al k  wit h  a  " c o ntr ol  h ol d "  or  a n yt hi n g
els e  c o nsi d er e d  c at e g or y III  or I V f or c e, t h e y  c o ul d  b e  c h ar g e d  wit h  a
cri m e fr o m  h ar ass m e nt t o  ass a ult.  T h us, t h e  n o  pr e-r e vi e w  n e e ds t o  a p pl y
t o  all  us es  of f or c e.

W e  a p pr e ci at e t h at t h e  D OJ  h as r es er v e d t h eir ri g ht t o  dis a p pr o v e  of t h e
p oli c y if it is n't  w or ki n g  o ut i n t h e  6 0  d a y t est  p eri o d.  E x c us e  o ur
l a n g u a g e  h er e  b ut  w e  h o p e t o  H- E- D o u bl e- T o ot h pi c ks t h er e is  n ot  a n ot h er
offi c er i n v ol v e d s h o oti n g i n t h e  n e xt si xt y  d a ys t o tr ul y t est t h e
p oli c y.  S o  m a y b e it s h o ul d l ast l o n g er.

W e'r e  als o  v er y  c o n c er n e d t h at t h e  Cit y's  eff orts t o  c ar v e  o ut  a s m all
e x c e pti o n t o t h e  St at e's  a nti-s p yi n g l a w i n  S B  6 1 4,  w hi c h  h as  n o w  p ass e d
t h e  S e n at e  b ut  n o w t h e  H o us e,  h as  m a d e t h e l a w  m o ot  w h e n  offi c ers  us e
b o d y  c a ms.

------

R e g ar di n g t h e  pr o c ess,  P C W  h as  b e e n  c o n c er n e d  all  al o n g t h at t h e
n e g oti ati o ns  wit h t h e  P ortl a n d  P oli c e  Ass o ci ati o n  o v er  a  pi e c e  of
e q ui p m e nt  w hi c h  c a n  b e  us e d f or s ur v eill a n c e  a n d  pr os e c uti o n  of
c o m m u nit y  m e m b ers  h a v e  e x cl u d e d t h e  p u bli c.

B o d y  W or n  C a m er as  aff e ct  offi c ers'  w or ki n g  c o n diti o ns i n t h at t h e y
s h o ul d  b e  a bl e t o  h a v e  pri v at e  c o n v ers ati o ns  wit h l o v e d  o n es  a n d  us e t h e
r estr o o m  wit h o ut  b ei n g r e c or d e d.  T h os e  c o n c e pts  ar e  c o v er e d i n t his
p oli c y  a n d  ar e r e as o n a bl e ( ass u mi n g t h e y'r e  n ot  a b us e d t o  a v oi d
r e c or di n g  a ct u al  p oli c e  w or k).  T h e r est  of t h e  p oli c y s h o ul d  b e  u p t o
o ur  el e ct e d l e a d ers hi p  a n d s h o ul d f oll o w t h e  d e m a n ds  of t h e  c o m m u nit y.

T h e  B ur e a u's  pr o c e d ur e f or t a ki n g  p u bli c i n p ut  o n  p oli ci es  h as  b e e n, f or
ni n e  y e ars, t o  p ut  o ut  a first  dr aft f or r e vi e w, t a k e t h at i n p ut, t h e n
p ut  o ut  a s e c o n d  dr aft.  T his  p oli c y,  h o w e v er,  c a m e  wit h  a  w ar ni n g t h at
d u e t o l e g al iss u es t h e  p u bli c  o nl y  h a d  o n e  c h a n c e t o  w ei g h i n.  E v e n
w ors e, t h e  P P B's  a ut o m ati c  e m ail s yst e m f or  Dir e cti v es st o p p e d  w or ki n g
i n J a n u ar y  a n d  w e  di d n't fi n d t h e  p osti n g  u ntil  M ar c h  2 5,  o v er t hr e e
w e e ks i nt o t h e r e vi e w  p eri o d  a n d l ess t h a n  a  w e e k  b ef or e  c o m m e nts  w er e
d u e.

P P B s ai d t h er e  w as  a l ot  of  pr e vi o us  p u bli c i n p ut i nt o t h e  p oli c y.
T h at's tr u e,  b ut  n o n e  of it  a d dr ess e d t h e  a ct u al  dr aft  b ei n g  pr o p os e d.
F or t h e s e cti o n  a b o ut  pr e-r e vi e w  y o u  ar e  c o nsi d eri n g t o d a y, t his is t h e
first ti m e t h e  p u bli c  h as  h a d  a  c h a n c e t o s e e it  a n d  m a k e  c o m m e nts.

N ot s ur prisi n gl y, t h e  B ur e a u  m a d e f e w t w e a ks t o t h e  p oli c y  w hi c h  w as
p ost e d i n  M ar c h,  b ut  di d n't r e all y  a d dr ess  m ost  of t h e s u bst a nti v e
iss u es  w e r ais e d i n  o ur t hr e e- p a g e  a n al ysis.

W h at's  g o o d ?  T h e y r e m o v e d t h e t er m  " m us cl e  m e m or y "  a b o ut  offi c ers  usi n g
t h e  c a m er as i n tr ai ni n g  a n d r e pl a c e d it  wit h  " pr ofi ci e n c y. "  T h er e's  n o w
a  cl a us e  all o wi n g t h e  C o m missi o n er i n  C h ar g e  or  C hi ef t o r el e as e  c a m er a



f o ot a g e  b ef or e  a  gr a n d j ur y is  c o n cl u d e d i n t h e  p u bli c i nt er est.  W e
ass u m e t h at  w o n't  h a p p e n  b ef or e t h e  offi c er  m a k es t h eir st at e m e nt.  T h e
n e w  p oli c y r e q uir es  offi c ers t o  m a k e  o n-s c e n e st at e m e nts,  w h er e t h os e
h a v e  b e e n  o pti o n al  e v e n t h o u g h list e d  as  a r e m e d y i n t h e  D OJ  A gr e e m e nt.
T h e  p oli c y  m a k es it  a littl e  m or e  cl e ar  n ot t o r e c or d  c o m m u nit y  m e m b ers
w h e n t h er e's  n o s us pi ci o n  of  cri mi n al  c o n d u ct  b y  a d di n g  c ert ai n  e v e nts
" at  w hi c h  n o l a w  e nf or c e m e nt  a cti o n is  a nti ci p at e d " t o t h e  e x c e pti o ns
list. It's  als o  b e e n  c h a n g e d s o  offi c ers  w h o  d eli b er at el y  vi ol at e t h e
p oli c y  c a n  b e  h el d  a c c o u nt a bl e  n ot  o nl y i n t h eir first  6 0  d a ys  b ut  at
a n y ti m e.

B ut  h er e  ar e s o m e  of t h e  o utst a n di n g iss u es  C o u n cil s h o ul d  c o nsi d er
b ef or e fi n ali zi n g t his  p oli c y:

1)  T o  pr ot e ct t h e i nt e grit y  of t h e  cri mi n al i n v esti g ati o n,  h o mi ci d e
d et e cti v es  ar e  n ot  all o w e d t o r e vi e w i nt er vi e ws  b y  a d mi nistr ati v e
i n v esti g at ors i n v ol vi n g  c o m p ell e d t esti m o n y. It s h o ul d  b e  m a d e  cl e ar  h o w
t h at  will  b e  a c hi e v e d.

2)  T h e  br o a d  p oli c y  g o als  a n d  ot h er  as p e cts  of t h e  Dir e cti v e  e m p h asi z e
t h e  us e  of f o ot a g e f or  pr os e c uti n g  c o m m u nit y  m e m b ers.  T his s h o ul d  n ot  b e
list e d  or  pri oriti z e d if t h e  b o d y  c a m er as  ar e,  as  pr o mis e d,
a c c o u nt a bilit y t o ols.

3)  T h e  Dir e cti v e i n di c at es t h er e  m a y  b e ti m es it is  a p pr o pri at e f or
offi c ers t o r e c or d  att or n e y- cli e nt  c o n v ers ati o ns,  b ut  gi v es  n o  e x a m pl e
w h y t h at  w o ul d  b e  all o w e d...  or l e g al.

4) It is  e xtr e m el y  u n cl e ar  w h y t h e  P u bli c  S af et y  Di visi o n  g ets t o  d e ci d e
w h et h er  or  n ot f o ot a g e  w hi c h  m a y  or  m a y  n ot  h a v e  b e e n  a c ci d e nt all y
r e c or d e d  c a n  b e  d el et e d.

W e  w a nt t o l e a v e  y o u  wit h t his  o n e,  b e c a us e it's r e all y i m p ort a nt:

5)  T h e  g e n er al  p oli c y  c o nt e m pl at es t h at  a d mi nistr ati v e i n v esti g at ors
mi g ht  n ot  b e fr o m I nt er n al  aff airs i n t h e l a n g u a g e  of  S e cti o n  1 1. 5.  B ut
t h e  n e w l a n g u a g e  e x pli citl y  n a m es I nt er n al  Aff airs  o v er  a n d  o v er.  T his
c o ul d  h a m p er t h e  a bilit y  of t h e I n d e p e n d e nt  P oli c e  R e vi e w  or t h e  n e w
o v ersi g ht  b o ar d  c o n d u cti n g i n v esti g ati o ns.

T h a n k  y o u f or  y o ur ti m e.

d a n  h a n d el m a n  a n d  M ar c  P oris
p ortl a n d  c o p w at c h
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T o  C hi ef  L o v ell, I ns p e ct or  B u c kl e y,  Li e ut e n a nt  M or g a n,  P P B  P oli c y  A n al ysts,  C o m pli a n c e  Offi c er/ C o m m u nit y
Li ais o n  T e a m,  P ortl a n d  C o m mitt e e  o n  C o m m u nit y  E n g a g e d  P oli ci n g,  M a y or/ P oli c e  C o m missi o n er  W h e el er,  U S
D e pt.  of J usti c e,  Citi z e n  R e vi e w  C o m mitt e e,  Tr ai ni n g  A d vis or y  C o u n cil  a n d t h e  P ortl a n d  P oli c e  B ur e a u:

B el o w  ar e  P ortl a n d  C o p w at c h's  pr eli mi n ar y  c o m m e nts  o n t h e  B o d y  W or n  C a m er a ( B W C)  Dir e cti v e   p ost e d f or
r e vi e w  at  < htt p:// w w w. p ortl a n d. g o v/ p oli c e/ dir e cti v es- o v er vi e w >.  W e  m a y  c o m m e nt  o n t h e t hr e e  ot h er  Dir e cti v es  p ost e d
wit h o ut  a d v a n c e  n oti c e  s e p ar at el y,  b ut it i s  wit h  s o m e  ur g e n c y  w e  s e n d t h e s e  c o m m e nt s t o  y o u:

1)  T h o u g h  P ortl a n d  C o p w at c h i s  o n  a n  e m ail li st t o  g et  al ert s  w h e n  p oli ci e s  ar e  p o st e d,  n o  s u c h  e m ail  w a s  s e nt  o n
M ar c h  1  w h e n t h e  B W C  p oli c y  w a s  pl a c e d  o nli n e. I n f a ct, t h e l a st  e m ail  g e n er at e d  a b o ut  Dir e cti v e s  w a s  o n  J a n u ar y  1 8
t hi s  y e ar.

2)  T h o u g h t h e  P P B' s  pr o c e s s  e x pli citl y  c all s  f or  p o sti n g  a  dr aft  Dir e cti v e,  r e c ei vi n g  f e e d b a c k, t h e n  p o sti n g  a  s e c o n d
v er si o n f or r e vi e w,  a  hi g hl y  u n u s u al ( a n d  a littl e r u d e)  c o v er  s h e et  o n t hi s  p oli c y  s a y s t h at  P P B  h a s t a k e n  pl e nt y  of
p u bli c i n p ut  a n d t h er e  will  b e  n o  s e c o n d r e vi e w.  T h at  d o e s n't  a c c o u nt f or t h e f a ct t h at t hi s i s t h e fir st ti m e  p e o pl e  h a v e
a ct u all y  s e e n t h e  P P B' s  pr o p o s e d  p oli c y! 

3)  T h e  c o v er  s h e et  al s o  w ar n s t h at t h e  p oli c y  h a s  alr e a d y  b e e n  n e g oti at e d  wit h t h e  P oli c e  " U ni o n, " *- 1  f urt h er
e x pl ai ni n g t h e  s h ort c utti n g  of t h e  pr o c e s s.  H o w e v er, it' s  o ur  u n d er st a n di n g t h at t h o s e  n e g oti ati o n s  u s u all y  c o m e  aft er
t h e  p u bli c r e vi e w  of  p oli ci e s. I n  ot h er  w or d s,  _ _ _i n  e s s e n c e, t h e  p u bli c  h a s f or t h e  m o st  p art  b e e n  c ut  o ut  of t h e
d e v el o p m e nt  pr o c e s s  f or t hi s  o n e  p arti c ul ar  Dir e cti v e _ _ _.

R at h er t h a n tr y t o  s p e a k  f or  br o a d er  s w at h s  of t h e  c o m m u nit y  w h o s e i n p ut t h e  P P B  p o st e d  o nli n e, i n cl u di n g t h e
r e p ort  fr o m t h e  C o m pli a n c e  Offi c er  s h o wi n g  r e s p o n s e s t o  a  s ur v e y  o n  b o d y  c a m s, i n t h e i nt er e st  of  o ur  n o w  v er y
li mit e d ti m e,  P C W  will  m o stl y f o c u s  o n t h e  c o m m e nt s  w e  m a d e i n  2 0 1 5 r e g ar di n g t h e s e  p ot e nti al  s ur v eill a n c e t o ol s.

O n c e  a g ai n,  P C W  s u g g e st s t h at  n u m b er s  or l ett er s t o  b e  a d d e d t o t h e  D efi niti o n s,  P oli c y  a n d  Pr o c e d ur e  s e cti o n s t o
m a k e t h e m  e a si er t o  cit e. 

-------------

DI R E C TI V E  6 2 0. 0 0  B O D Y- W O R N  C A M E R A  U S E  A N D  M A N A G E M E N T

St arti n g  at t h e  B asi cs:  O ur r e c o m m e n d ati o n  # 1 4 is t h at "f o ot a g e s h o ul d  pri m aril y  b e  us e d t o  h ol d  p oli c e
a c c o u nt a bl e f or  offi c er  mis c o n d u ct/ cri mi n al  a cti vit y  a n d,  w h e n t h e s u bj e ct  h as  gi v e n  a r el e as e, t o i m pr o v e tr ai ni n g
a n d  p oli c y. "  R e c o m m e n d ati o n  # 1 5 is  n ot t o  us e t h e f o ot a g e t o  pr os e c ut e  p e o pl e f or i n n o c u o us  cri mi n al  a cti vit y.
T h e  P oli c y s e cti o n l a ys  o ut t h at t h e  P P B is  o nl y  v a g u el y i nt er est e d  a c c o u nt a bilit y  as  a n iss u e.  P oli c y  S e cti o n  2
v a g u el y lists " c oll e cti n g  e vi d e n c e  a n d  b uil di n g  a n d  m ai nt ai ni n g  p u bli c tr ust, "  w hil e  S e cti o n  3 s p ells  o ut t h e
pri oriti es: " E n h a n ci n g t h e  a c c ur a c y  of  offi c er r e p orts  a n d t esti m o n y,  g at h eri n g  e vi d e n c e f or i n v esti g ati v e  a n d
pr os e c ut ori al  p ur p os e,  pr o vi di n g  a d diti o n al i nf or m ati o n f or  offi c er  e v al u ati o n  a n d tr ai ni n g,  a n d [ L A S T I T E M]
c o n d u cti n g f air  a n d t h or o u g h  pr of essi o n al st a n d ar ds r e vi e ws i n r es ol vi n g  c o m pl ai nts. "  S o it's  cl e ar  w h er e t h e
pri oriti es li e.  Als o, t h er e  ar e  pr o visi o ns t o s h ar e t h e f o ot a g e  wit h  pr os e c ut ors ( Pr o c e d ur e  1 3. 1)  b ut  n ot
c o m pl ai n a nts/  d ef e n d a nts/  d ef e ns e  or  ci vil ri g hts  att or n e ys.

-- T h e s e c o n d  p art  of  o ur r e c o m m e n d ati o n,  a b o ut  g ai ni n g  p er missi o n fr o m  a s u bj e ct f or t h e  vi d e o t o  b e  us e d f or
tr ai ni n g, s e e ms t o  h a v e  b e e n  a p pli e d  o nl y t o  _ p oli c e  offi c ers _ i n  Pr o c e d ur e  S e cti o n  1 1. 4. 3.  T h er e is  n o
c o nt e m pl ati o n  of t h e  c o m m u nit y  m e m b ers'  a ut h ori z ati o n.

F o urt h  A m e n d m e nt/ Or e g o n  A nti- S p yi n g  L a w:  P ortl a n d  C o p w at c h r e c o m m e n d ati o n  # 7  affir ms t h at st at e l a w
r e q uir es  offi c ers t o t ur n  o n t h e  c a m er as  w h e n t h er e is r e as o n a bl e s us pi ci o n  of  cri mi n al  a cti vit y.  W e  as k e d t h at t h er e
b e  n o l o o p h ol es t o t ur n t h e  c a m er as  off,  b ut f or t h e  P P B t o  a d dr ess  pri v a c y ri g hts  of  cri m e  vi cti ms. I n
R e c o m m e n d ati o n  # 1 2,  w e r e mi n d e d t h e  P P B t h at l a wf ul  a cti vit y (s o ci al, r eli gi o us  a n d  p oliti c al  affili ati o n)  ar e
pr ot e ct e d fr o m  b ei n g r e c or d e d  b y  O R S  1 8 1 A. 2 5 0.  P oli c y  S e cti o n  3 i m pli es  all  c o nt a cts  will  b e r e c or d e d
( " d o c u m e nt ati o n  of  p oli c e- p u bli c  c o nt a cts,  e n c o u nt ers, *- 2  arr ests  a n d  criti c al i n ci d e nts ").  Pr o c e d ur e  S e cti o n  3
si mil arl y  as ks t h at  offi c ers  a n n o u n c e t h at r e c or di n g is  h a p p e ni n g " w h e n  c o nt a cti n g  a  p ers o n. " I n  Pr o c e d ur e  4. 2
t h er e is f urt h er  cl arifi c ati o n t h at if t h e  c a m er as  _ ar e  n ot  alr e a d y  o n _,  offi c ers  m ust st art r e c or di n g  w h e n "s elf-
dis p at c hi n g " t o  a  c all,  c o n d u cti n g tr affi c/ p e d estri a n st o ps,  c o n d u cti n g s e ar c h es, f or  c ert ai n  cri mi n al i nt er vi e ws  of
mi n ors,  a n d  w h e n t h er e is "r e as o n a bl e s us pi ci o n  or  pr o b a bl e  c a us e t o  b eli e v e t h at  a  cri m e  or  vi ol ati o n  h as  o c c urr e d,
is  o c c urri n g,  or  will  o c c ur. "  T h at s ai d,  P C W  als o s u g g est e d t h at  c a m er as  b e t ur n e d  o n  w h e n  offi c ers  ar e tr yi n g t o
g at h er i nf or m ati o n,  e v e n  w h e n t h er e is  n o r e as o n a bl e s us pi ci o n  of  a  cri m e ( R e c o m m e n d ati o n  # 8), t o  a v oi d t h e
P P B's  h a bit  of  cl ai mi n g t h e y  ar e  e n g a gi n g i n " m er e  c o n v ers ati o n "  w h e n t h e y  ar e r e all y i nt err o g ati n g  p e o pl e. 



-- E x c e pti o ns list e d i n  Pr o c e d ur e  S e cti o n  6 i n cl u d e f or  offi c er  pri v a c y,  w h e n i nt er vi e wi n g  vi cti ms (s ur vi v ors ?)  of
s e x u al  ass a ult, tr affi c ki n g  or  c hil d  a b us e ( u nl ess t h e  p ers o n  as ks t o  b e r e c or d e d),  w h e n l e g all y  pr ot e ct e d
c o n v ers ati o ns  ar e t a ki n g  pl a c e,  w h e n  offi c ers  ar e  u n d er c o v er,  w h e n  offi c ers  d eli v er  n otifi c ati o n  of  a  p ers o n's  d e at h,
a n d i nsi d e  m e nt al  h e alt h f a ciliti es,  c o urt h o us es,  a n d  c ert ai n  ar e as  of  p oli c e f a ciliti es. 

---It's  n ot  cl e ar  w h y t h er e's  a n  e x c e pti o n  all o wi n g  offi c ers t o r e c or d  att or n e y- cli e nt  pri vil e g e d  c o n v ers ati o n if
" a cti v ati o n is r e q uir e d  u n d er t his  dir e cti v e " ( 6. 1. 2. 1. 4).

H ol di n g  C o ps  A c c o u nt a bl e f or  F ail ur e t o  R e c or d:  P C W's  R e c o m m e n d ati o n  # 9  w as t h at "t h er e  b e i n cr e asi n g,
str u ct ur e d  dis ci pli n ar y  m e as ur es "  d e p e n di n g  w h et h er  offi c ers f ail t o r e c or d i nt er a cti o ns  at  all, t ur n t h e  c a m er as  off
i n t h e  mi d dl e  of  a  c o nt a ct,  or  c o m mit  ot h er  vi ol ati o ns.  T h e  o nl y  m e nti o n  of  dis ci pli n e (t h at  w e  c a n fi n d) r ef ers t o
offi c ers  w h o i nt e nti o n all y  vi ol at e t h e  p oli c y  d uri n g t h e first  6 0  d a ys  of  usi n g  b o d y  c a m er as  w hil e t h e y  g ai n " m us cl e
m e m or y " t o t ur n t h e m  o n ( S e cti o n  1. 8. 1).

Pr e- R e vi e w  Alr e a d y  D e ci d e d ?:  Pr o c e d ur e  S e cti o n  8. 3  c alls f or  offi c ers t o  u pl o a d f o ot a g e  aft er  a  n o n- d e a dl y f or c e
i n ci d e nt  b ef or e t h e  e n d  of t h e s hift,  b ut  d o es n't  pr o hi bit t h e m fr o m l o o ki n g  at t h e f o ot a g e  b ef or e  writi n g t h eir
r e p ort.  D o es t his  m e a n t h e iss u e  of  pr e-r e vi e w f or  n o n- d e a dl y f or c e  h as  alr e a d y  b e e n  d e ci d e d ?  P C W st a n ds  b y its
R e c o m m e n d ati o n  # 1 0 t h at  offi c ers s h o ul d  n ot r e vi e w f o ot a g e  b ef or e  writi n g r e p orts.

Y o ur  Ri g hts  a n d t h e  P oli c e:  As  n ot e d  a b o v e,  offi c ers  m ust t ell  p e o pl e t h at t h e y  ar e r e c or di n g ( Pr o c e d ur e  3. 1).
H o w e v er, t h er e is  n o  m e nti o n  of  d eli v eri n g f urt h er i nf or m ati o n t o  c o m m u nit y  m e m b ers  a b o ut t h eir ri g hts t o r e m ai n
sil e nt,  n ot t o  m a k e i n cri mi n ati n g st at e m e nts  or t o  w al k  a w a y if t h e y  ar e  n ot  b ei n g  d et ai n e d ( R e c o m m e n d ati o n  # 1 1).
Si n c e t h e  P P B j ust s p e nt s e v er al  y e ars  cr e ati n g  a  pr o c ess t o i nf or m  p e o pl e  of t h eir ri g ht t o r ef us e  a s e ar c h, it  w o ul d
s e e m  pr u d e nt t o  d o t his f or  p e o pl e  w h os e st at e m e nts " c a n  a n d  will  b e  us e d  a g ai nst t h e m i n  a  c o urt  of l a w. "

R e c or d  N o w,  R e d a ct  L at er:  T h e  Dir e cti v e  all o ws  offi c ers t o  m ut e t h eir  c a m er as f or "s e nsiti v e t a cti c al  dis c ussi o ns "
w hi c h  mi g ht  cr e at e s af et y  c o n c er ns if r el e as e d ( Pr o c e d ur e  6. 2). It s e e ms t his is  a n i n vit ati o n t o  h el p  offi c ers  c o v er
u p  m a ki n g i n a p pr o pri at e  d e cisi o ns  or  c o m m e nts.  A  b ett er  pl a n  w o ul d  b e t o  all o w  a n i n d e p e n d e nt  p art y t o r e vi e w
t h e  u n m ut e d r e c or di n g  a n d r e d a ct  a n y  a ct u al s e nsiti v e i nf or m ati o n l at er, r at h er t h a n ris k f aili n g t o r e c or d
mis c o n d u ct.

F air  E n o u g h:  R e c o m m e n d ati o n  # 1 3 fr o m  P ortl a n d  C o p w at c h  e c h o e d st at e l a w t h at  b o d y  c a m er a f o ot a g e  n ot  b e
us e d  wit h f a ci al r e c o g niti o n s oft w ar e; t his is  a c k n o wl e d g e d i n  Pr o c e d ur e  S e cti o n  9. 1.

Cl os e  E n o u g h ?:  P C W r e c o m m e n d e d t h at  a t hir d  p art y  w h o is  n ot t h e  m a n uf a ct ur er  or t h e  P oli c e  b e t h e  o w n er  of
t h e f o ot a g e ( # 4).  T h e  Dir e cti v e st at es t h at t h e f o ot a g e  b el o n gs t o t h e  Cit y, l e a vi n g  o p e n t h e  p ossi bilit y t h at  ot h er
P ortl a n d  a g e n ci es  c o ul d r u n t h e  pr o gr a m i n t h e f ut ur e, t h o u g h t h e  vi d e o  will  b e st or e d  wit h  a "t hir d- p art y  v e n d or " *-
3 ( Pr o c e d ur e  1 3. 5). 

Di d n't  C o m m e nt  B e c a us e...  H o w  W o ul d  W e  H a v e  K n o w n ?:  T h e f oll o wi n g  c o n c e pts  all  cr o p p e d  u p i n t his  dr aft
Dir e cti v e  a n d t h e y  ar e  n ot t hi n gs  P C W  c o m m e nt e d  o n  b ef or e  b e c a us e, fr a n kl y,  w h y  w o ul d  w e  h a v e  k n o w n t h es e
w o ul d  b e  a d dr ess e d ?

-- R e- e n a ct m e nts...  D o n't  Tr y  T his  at  H o m e:  O n e it e m  pr o hi bit e d  b y t h e  Dir e cti v e is t h at  offi c ers  c a n n ot "r e- e n a ct "
s c e n ari os if t h e  c a m er as  w er e  n ot  o n  at t h e ti m e  of t h e  a ct u al i n ci d e nt ( Pr o c e d ur e  9. 3).  O n e  w o n d ers  h o w t his  c a m e
u p i n  c o n v ers ati o n.  M a y b e it's  a r es ult  of  h o w  m a n y ti m es t h e  P P B  w as f e at ur e d  o n t h e s h o w " C o ps. "

--- H a v e n't t h e  R e m ot est I d e a:  Pr o c e d ur e  9. 4  pr o hi bits  offi c es fr o m r e m ot el y  a cti v ati n g  ot h er  m e m b ers'  c a m er as.
First  of  all, t his  c o ntr a di cts t h e  pr e mis e t h at  c ert ai n  a ut o m ati c  a cti v ati o ns  will  o c c ur if  offi c ers  ar e  wit hi n  3 0 f e et  of
e a c h  ot h er ( Pr o c e d ur e  4. 1. 2).  S e c o n d  of  all, it  w o ul d s e e m t h at s u p er vis ors  w h o  ar e tr yi n g t o  m o nit or  c ert ai n  p oli c e
a cti vit y fr o m  a s af e  dist a n c e, r at h er t h a n  b e c o mi n g  e ns n ar e d i n t h e t a cti c al  o p er ati o n ( as  h as  b e e n  h a m m er e d  h o m e
b y t h e  OI R  Gr o u p f or  m a n y  y e ars)  mi g ht  n e e d t o r e m ot el y  a cti v at e  c a m er as if  offi c ers  ar e  u n a bl e ( or  u n willi n g) t o
d o s o.  At t h e  U S  D e pt.  of J usti c e  c o urt  h e ari n g  o n  F e br u ar y  2 8, t h e  P oli c e  Ass o ci ati o n i m pli e d t h at t h e y  w er e
h o pi n g t o, i n s h ort,  g et s u p er vis ors t o st o p sitti n g  o n t h eir  b utts  w hil e t h e li n e  offi c ers  ar e i n  h ar m's  w a y.  T h at  d o es
n ot s e e m t o  b e  a  g o o d i d e a,  e v e n if it  d o es s e e m  m or e  e q uit a bl e,  as it  c o ul d l e a v e t h e  p atr ol  offi c ers  wit h o ut  b a c k u p
if s u p er vis ors  ar e r e q uir e d t o  b e  e n m es h e d i n t h e  a cti o n.

-- T his  Pr o visi o n is ( N ot) " T h e  B o m b ":  F or s o m e r e as o n  offi c ers  ar e s u p p os e d t o  d e a cti v at e t h e  c a m er as if t h er e's  a
p ot e nti al  e x pl osi v e  d e vi c e  o n s c e n e ( Pr o c e d ur e  7. 1. 2). If t h e  c o n c er n is t h at t h e  wir el ess si g n al  mi g ht tri g g er t h e
e x pl osi v e, it's  n ot  cl e ar t h at t ur ni n g  off t h e  c a m er a  will s ol v e t h at  pr o bl e m.



--- A ut o-li n k  R e ass ur a n c e:  T h e  a ut o m ati c  a cti v ati o n  will  a p p ar e ntl y  b e ti e d t o  offi c ers  dr a wi n g t h eir fir e ar ms  or
T as ers ( Pr o c e d ur e  2. 1. 2),  w hi c h i n t h e or y fits  P C W's  crit eri a  b e c a us e  offi c ers s h o ul d  n ot  b e  u n h olst eri n g t h e
w e a p o ns  wit h o ut r e as o n a bl e s us pi ci o n  of  cri mi n al  a cti vit y.  T h e y  will  als o  g o  o n  w h e n  offi c ers t ur n  o n t h e fl as hi n g
li g hts  o n t h e  p oli c e  c ar ( 4. 1. 1. 1).

-- H el pf ul  Hi nt:  P C W  a p pr e ci at es t h at  P oli c y  S e cti o n  4  w ar ns t h at  b o d y  c a m er as  d o  n ot  n e c ess aril y s h o w t h e  e ntir e
tr ut h.  W hil e t his  p ar a gr a p h  c o ul d  b e i nt er pr et e d t o  b e s a yi n g " d o n't r us h t o j u d g m e nt  a b o ut it l o o ki n g li k e t h e
offi c ers  h a d  n o r e as o n t o  kill t his  p ers o n, " it  als o s h o ul d  a ct  as  a r e mi n d er t h at i n v esti g at ors  ar e  n ot s e ei n g t h e f a c e
or  b o d y l a n g u a g e  of t h e  c o p  b e hi n d t h e  c a m er a.

-- Ot h er  Pri v a c y Iss u es:  T h e  Dir e cti v e  d o es  all o w f or r e c or di n g i nsi d e  of  h os pit als if t h er e is  a  cri m e i n  pr o gr ess,
b ut ri g htf ull y r e mi n ds  offi c ers  o nl y t o r e c or d  p e o pl e i n v ol v e d i n t h e i n ci d e nt  a n d  n ot  d uri n g  m e di c al  pr o c e d ur es
( Pr o c e d ur e  6. 1. 2. 1. 2)

-- Flirti n g  wit h  Dis ast er:  H o mi ci d e  D et e cti v es  m ust  b e  w all e d  off fr o m I nt er n al  Aff airs i nt er vi e ws  of  offi c ers  w h e n
t h eir t esti m o n y is  c o m p ell e d,  or  els e ris k t ai nti n g t h e  cri mi n al i n v esti g ati o n. It's  n ot  cl e ar  h o w t h e  D et e cti v es  ar e
g oi n g t o  b e  pr o hi bit e d fr o m r e vi e wi n g f o ot a g e  of t h os e i nt er vi e ws  as st at e d i n  Pr o c e d ur e  1 1. 6. 3.

-- W h o  Di e d  a n d  L eft  Y o u I n  C h ar g e ?:  W hil e  P C W is  e n c o ur a g e d  b y t h e i d e a  of  a n  e ntit y  o utsi d e t h e  P oli c e
B ur e a u  b ei n g i n v ol v e d i n r e vi e w  a n d  d e cisi o n- m a ki n g  a b o ut  B W C f o ot a g e, it  w as  a s ur pris e t o r e a d t h at t h e
Dir e ct or  of t h e  C o m m u nit y  S af et y  Di visi o n  c a n  a p pr o v e  of  a c ci d e nt al r e c or di n gs  b ei n g  d el et e d ( Pr o c e d ur e  1 2. 2).

--- B a c k t o t h e  F ut ur e:  Al o n g t h os e li n es, t h e  Dir e cti v e is  wis el y  writt e n  v a g u el y  e n o u g h t o i n c or p or at e t h e  c o n c e pt
t h at i n v esti g at ors fr o m t h e I n d e p e n d e nt  P oli c e  R e vi e w  or t h e  n e w  o v ersi g ht s yst e m  b ei n g  d esi g n e d  c a n r e vi e w
B W C f o ot a g e,  wit h t h e  A d mi nistr ati v e I n v esti g at or  R e vi e w s e cti o n ( Pr o c e d ur e  1 1. 5)  n ot s p e cif yi n g t h e  B ur e a u  as
t h e i n v esti g at ors. 

-- Li mit  or  Mi ni m u m ?: I n  c o urt, it s o u n d e d  as if t h e  P oli c e  Ass o ci ati o n f elt t h e  p oli c y  w o ul d li mit s u p er vis ors t o
r e vi e wi n g  o nl y t hr e e i n ci d e nts  w h e n  c o n d u cti n g  p erf or m a n c e  e v al u ati o ns.  P C W  a gr e es  wit h t h os e  w h o t hi n ks t h at
is t o o li miti n g.  T h e l a n g u a g e  of  Pr o c e d ur e  1 1. 3. 2. 1 is t h at t h e s u p er vis ors "s h all r e vi e w t hr e e  B W C  e v e nts, "  w h er e
t w o  of t h e t hr e e  c o ul d  b e f or c e i n ci d e nts t h e y r e vi e w e d f or i n v esti g ati v e  p ur p os es.  T h er e is  n ot hi n g r aisi n g t h e  p oi nt
t h at s o m e  offi c ers  us e f or c e  m or e t h a n t wi c e  a  y e ar,  n or  d o es it  pr o hi bit s u p er vis ors fr o m r e vi e wi n g  m or e f o ot a g e.
P C W  e n c o ur a g es t h e  B ur e a u t o l e a v e t h e l a n g u a g e  as-is  wit h o ut s etti n g  a  c a p. 

--- M or e o v er, t h e t hr e e i n ci d e nts  b ei n g r e vi e w e d  ar e s u p p os e d t o  b e r a n d o ml y  c h os e n  b y t h e  m a n uf a ct ur er's
s oft w ar e, *- 4 r at h er t h a n t h e s u p er vis or  usi n g t h eir  k n o wl e d g e  of t h e  offi c er's  a cti viti es t o r e vi e w s p e cifi c i n ci d e nts.

-------------

C O N C L U SI O N

T hi s  p oli c y  h a s  b e e n  br e wi n g  si n c e  at l e a st  2 0 1 6,  a n d t h e  P P B  a c k n o wl e d g e s t h er e i s  a l ot  of  c o m m u nit y i nt er e st i n it.
T h er e i s  n o  r e a s o n a bl e  ar g u m e nt t o  b e  m a d e t h at t h e  s p e cifi c l a n g u a g e t h e  c o m m u nit y i s  s e ei n g  f or t h e  fir st ti m e  wit h
t hi s  dr aft  s h o ul d  b e tr e at e d  a n y  diff er e ntl y t h a n  all  ot h er  Dir e cti v e s.  T h er ef or e,  w e  ur g e t h e  B ur e a u t o f oll o w it s  o w n
r ul e s  a n d  p ut  o ut  a r e dli n e  v er si o n  of t hi s  Dir e cti v e f or  S e c o n d  U ni v er s al r e vi e w.  P er h a p s t h at  will  gi v e  o ur  gr o u p  or
ot h er s ti m e t o  a p pl y t h e  a n al y si s  w e  di d f or  o ur  o w n  c o m m e nt s t o  all  of t h e  c o m m e nt s r e c ei v e d  o v er t h e s e  s e v e n
y e ar s.

-- d a n  h a n d el m a n  a n d  ot h er    m e m b er s  of
-- P ortl a n d   C o p w at c h

* 1-  T h e  P ortl a n d  P oli c e  A s s o ci ati o n  s h o ul d  n ot  b e  c all e d  a  " u ni o n "  a s t h e y  ar e  n ot  p art  of  a  br o a d l a b or  s oli d arit y
gr o u p li k e  A F L- CI O  a n d  ar e t h e  p e o pl e  c all e d  u p o n t o  br e a k  u p  stri k e s  b y  w or ki n g  cl a s s  f ol k s  w h o  d o n't  c arr y  g u n s
f or  a li vi n g.

* 2-  w e  c a n't  h el p  b ut  n oti c e t h e  w or d  " e n c o u nt er " i s  u s e d  b y t h e  Cit y t o  d e s cri b e  p oli c e  vi ol e n c e t h at l e a d s t o l a w s uit
s ettl e m e nt s  a p pr o v e d  b y  Cit y  C o u n cil.

* 3- li k el y  A x o n,  f or m erl y  T a s er,  I nt er n ati o n al,  w hi c h i s  n a m e d  a s t h e  m a n uf a ct ur er  of  c h oi c e i n  Pr o c e d ur e  4. 1. 2  a n d
1 1. 3.

* 4-  P C W  b eli e v e s t h e  m a n uf a ct ur er' s  n a m e  s h o ul d  n ot  b e i n cl u d e d i n t h e  Dir e cti v e i n  c a s e t h e  P P B  d e ci d e s t o  u s e
a n ot h er  v e n d or.



F r o m: K al a  Fr a n kli n

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: Writt e n  T e sti m o n y f or  A g e n d a It e m  3 3 5

D a t e: T u e s d a y,  A pril  2 5,  2 0 2 3  4: 4 9: 4 1  P M

H ell o !

I  w a nt e d t o s u b mit  writt e n t esti m o n y:

D e ar  Cit y  C o u n cil  M e m b ers,

I  a m  writi n g t o  y o u i n r e g ar ds t o t h e  B o d y  W or n  C a m er as  pr o p os al t h at  h as  b e e n s u b mitt e d f or  a p pr o v al.

I  h o p e t h at  m e m b ers  of t h e  C o u n cil  will  v ot e  y es.

B o d y  W or n  C a m er as  ar e  a  m o d er n t o ol  us e d  a cr oss  v ari o us  a g e n ci es i n t h e  U nit e d  St at es.  T h e  p u bli c  d es er v es t o
h a v e  offi c ers  e q ui p p e d  wit h  B o d y  W or n  C a m er as- t h e i m pl e m e nt ati o n  of s u c h t e c h n ol o g y  will  e ns ur e  b ett er
pr a cti c es f or  o v er all  p u bli c s af et y.

T h a n k  y o u f or t a ki n g t h e ti m e t o r e a d  m y  p u bli c t esti m o n y.

Si n c er el y,
K al a  Fr a n kli n

mailto:kala.marie.franklin@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: Eri c a  G u st a v s o n

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: B o d y  c a m er a t e sti m o n y

D a t e: T u e s d a y,  A pril  2 5,  2 0 2 3  7: 4 7: 4 8  P M

D e ar  C o m misi o n ers,  
     I  a m s o  dis h e art e n e d t h at t h e ri g ht f or  a  p oli c e  offi c er t o  vi e w t h eir  o w n  vi d e o f o ot a g e,  a
ri g ht  gi v e n i n  al m ost  e v er y st at e, is  b ei n g  dis p ut e d i n  o ur  cit y.  W e  n e e d  o ur  p oli c e  offi c ers
d es p er at el y,  y et  w e  c o nti n u e t o  b e  h ostil e  a n d  u n w el c o mi n g  a n d t his is  o nl y  o n e  m or e
e x a m pl e.  P oli c e  Offi c ers  d e al  wit h  c o nti n u o us fi g ht  or fli g ht sit u ati o ns, t h e y  c a n n ot  b e
e x p e ct e d t o r e m e m b er  e v er y  d et ail  a n d s h o ui d  h a v e t h e ri g ht t o  vi e w f o ot a g e t o  h el p  ai d t h eir
m e m or y.  T h e f o ot a g e  c a n n ot  b e  c h a n g e d  or  alt er e d, s o  w h er e  d o es t h e  pr o bl e m li e ? If  a n yt hi n g
it  o nl y s er v es t o  m a k e t h eir r e c all  m or e  c o m p elli n g  as  o n e  c a n n ot r el y  o n  m e m or y  al o n e,  w e
ar e  n ot r o b ots. I fi n d it  d e e pl y  off e nsi v e t his is  e v e b  b ei n g  d e b at e d.  T h e ri g ht t o  vi e w  vi d e o
f o ot a g e s h o ui d  b e  a  gi v e n,  a n d  pr ot e cts  b ot h t h e  offi c er  a n d t h e s us p e ct.  T h a n k  y o u,  Eri c a
G ust a vs o n  

mailto:erigust@hotmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: T o m  F a w ell

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: I  s u p p ort t h e  b o d y  c a m er a  pr o p o s al

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  5: 0 1: 4 3  A M

D e ar  Cit y  C o u n cil:

I s u p p ort t h e  n e g oti at e d  c o m m o n s e ns e  p oli c e  b o d y  c a m er a  pr o p os al.   L et’s st o p t h e  p oli c e  h at e i n  P ortl a n d  a n d  g et
t his  d o n e.   V ot e  y es. 

Si n c er el y,
T h o m as  F a w ell
P ortl a n d,  O R

mailto:tfawell@yahoo.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: J a c q ui e  W alt o n

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: Pl e a s e  v ot e  y e s  o n  B o d y  W or n  C a m er a  A g e n d a It e m  4/ 2 6

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  5: 5 3: 2 0  A M

T h e  pr o p os al f or t h e  b o d y  w or n  c a m er a  pil ot  pr o gr a m,  w hi c h i n cl u d es  c a v e ats f or  us e  of f or c e i n ci d e nts, is
r e as o n a bl e.  Pl e as e  v ot e  y es t o  a p pr o v e t his  pil ot  pr o gr a m.

T h a n ks,
J a c q ui e  W alt o n
5 0 3 4  N E  R o d n e y  A v e n u e

S e nt fr o m  m y i P a d

mailto:jacquie_walton@outlook.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: C ori n n e  Fr e c h ett e

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: B o d y  W or n  C a m er a  A g e n d a It e m  4/ 2 6

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  6: 1 2: 0 5  A M

Gr e eti n gs,

T h e  c urr e nt  pr o p os al f or t h e  b o d y  w or n  c a m er a  pil ot  pr o gr a m t h at i n cl u d es  c a v e ats f or  us e  of
f or c e i n ci d e nts s o u n ds r e as o n a bl e t o  m e  c o m p ar e d t o  pr o gr a ms i n  ot h er  citi es, i n cl u di n g t h os e
u n d er  D OJ  a d mi nistr ati o n  or r uli n gs. It  ali g ns  wit h  ot h er j uris di cti o ns i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  as
t o  n ot  b e  c o nf usi n g t o j ur ors,  pr os e c ut ors, j u d g es,  et c.  w h e n tr yi n g  c as es fr o m  all  o v er t h e
c o u nt y i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  c o urt s yst e m.  T h a n k  y o u f or  v oti n g  y es t o  a p pr o v e t his  pil ot
pr o gr a m  as  c urr e ntl y  writt e n  a n d  a gr e e d  u p o n  b y  all  p arti es i n v ol v e d.

T h a n k  y o u,

C ori n n e  Fr e c h ett e

mailto:corinnemfrechette@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: Bri a n  O w e n d off

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: S u p p ort  of  b o d y- w or n  c a m er a s  b y  P P B

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  6: 1 2: 3 4  A M

I  h a v e li v e d i n  P ortl a n d  a n d  w or k e d  d o w nt o w n si n c e  2 0 0 8. I  a m  writi n g i n  S U P P O R T  of t h e  p oli c e  b o d y  c a ms.

T h e  c urr e nt  pr o p os al f or t h e  b o d y  w or n  c a m er a  pil ot  pr o gr a m t h at i n cl u d es  c a v e ats f or  us e  of f or c e i n ci d e nts s o u n ds
r e as o n a bl e t o  m e  c o m p ar e d t o  pr o gr a ms i n  ot h er  citi es, i n cl u di n g t h os e  u n d er  D OJ  a d mi nistr ati o n  or r uli n gs. It
ali g ns  wit h  ot h er j uris di cti o ns i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  as t o  n ot  b e  c o nf usi n g t o j ur ors,  pr os e c ut ors, j u d g es,  et c.  w h e n
tr yi n g  c as es fr o m  all  o v er t h e  c o u nt y i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  c o urt s yst e m.

T h a n k  y o u f or  v oti n g  y es t o  a p pr o v e t his  pil ot  pr o gr a m  as  c urr e ntl y  writt e n  a n d  a gr e e d  u p o n  b y  all  p arti es i n v ol v e d.

Si n c er el y,

Bri a n  M.  O w e n d off
C E O  &  Pri n ci p al
B M O  C o m m er ci al  R e al  Est at e  L. L. C
1 9 2 5  N W  N orf ol k  C o urt
P ortl a n d,  O R  9 7 2 2 9
bri a n @ b m o cr e. c o m
( 5 0 3)  2 0 1- 9 5 9 0

S e nt fr o m  m y i P h o n e

mailto:Brian@bmocre.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: D o n n a  A n d er s o n

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: B o d y  W or n  C a m er a  A g e n d a It e m  4/ 2 6

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  6: 4 6: 0 8  A M

B y

Gr e eti n gs,

T h e  c urr e nt  pr o p os al f or t h e  b o d y  w or n  c a m er a  pil ot  pr o gr a m t h at i n cl u d es  c a v e ats f or  us e  of f or c e i n ci d e nts s o u n ds
r e as o n a bl e t o  m e  c o m p ar e d t o  pr o gr a ms i n  ot h er  citi es, i n cl u di n g t h os e  u n d er  D OJ  a d mi nistr ati o n  or r uli n gs. It
ali g ns  wit h  ot h er j uris di cti o ns i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  as t o  n ot  b e  c o nf usi n g t o j ur ors,  pr os e c ut ors, j u d g es,  et c.  w h e n
tr yi n g  c as es fr o m  all  o v er t h e  c o u nt y i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  c o urt s yst e m.  T h a n k  y o u f or  v oti n g  y es t o  a p pr o v e t his
pil ot  pr o gr a m  as  c urr e ntl y  writt e n  a n d  a gr e e d  u p o n  b y  all  p arti es i n v ol v e d.

T h a n k  y o u,

S e nt fr o m  m y i P h o n e

mailto:donna_anderson@doubledalpaca.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: A n g el a  T o d d

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: B o d y  c a m er a s

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  7: 5 5: 1 1  A M

I  a m  m ess a gi n g t o s h o w  m y s u p p ort f or  b o d y  c a m er as f or  o ur  p oli c e.  It is  a  g o o d  m o v e f or  P ortl a n d.

S e nt fr o m  m y i P h o n e...    Pl e as e  d o n't  h ol d s p elli n g  a n d  gr a m m ati c al  err ors  a g ai nst  m e. 

mailto:angela@angelatoddstudios.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: j a m e s p d x 9 9

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

C c: kri sti o kri sti @ g m ail. c o m

S u bj e c t: A P P R o V E  T H E  U S E  O F  B O D Y  C A M E R A S i n  P D x  a n d  a s s o ci at e d j uri s di cti o n s.

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  8: 1 2: 1 3  A M

A p pr o v e t h e  us e  of  b o d y  c a m er as i n  p ortl a n d. It  will  o nl y  e x p os e tr ut h  of  cir c u mst a n c es  a n d
c orr u pt  p oli c e.   

W h at  ot h er  pr ot e cti o ns  d o es  o ur  cit y  off er t o  pr ot e ct t h e i nt e grit y  of  o ur  p oli c e  a n d  p u bli c fr o m
a cti v e  u n d er mi ni n g  of t h eir  a ut h orit y... ?    W e  c ert ai nl y  d o n't r us h t o  pr os e c ut e t h e  cri m e t h at
d o es.  

It r e m o v es t h e i n c orr e ct  a n d f als e t esti m o ni es  cri mi n al  a ct ors  a n d  a g e n d as.  

J a m es J o h ns o n  
5 0 3- 2 7 8- 2 5 0 6  

S e nt fr o m  m y  V eri z o n,  S a ms u n g  G al a x y s m art p h o n e

mailto:jamespdx99@yahoo.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:kristiokristi@gmail.com


F r o m: J a s o n  R e n a u d

T o: W h e el er,  M a y or ; C o m mi s si o n er  M a p p s ; R u bi o,  C ar m e n ; G o n z al e z,  R e n e ; R y a n,  D a n

C c: C o u n cil  Cl er k ; C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y ; L e e,  B o b b y ; S c h o e n e,  Jilli a n ; J o n e s,  D ari o n ; C o m mi s si o n er  G o n z al e z
Offi c e ; M e y er,  K ati e

S u bj e c t: L ett er fr o m t h e  M e nt al  H e alt h  Alli a n c e - r e it e m  3 3 5 f or  A pril  2 6

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  8: 2 2: 0 8  A M

A t t a c h m e n t s: L ett er fr o m  M e nt al  H e alt h  Alli a n c e - r e it e m  3 3 5 f or  A pril  2 6. p df

M e m b er s  of  P ortl a n d  Cit y  C o u n cil. 

Si n c e t h e i d e a  of  p oli c e  offi c er s  u si n g  b o d y- w or n  c a m er a s  w a s i ntr o d u c e d  b y t h e  Cit y i n 

2 0 1 8, t h e  M e nt al  H e alt h  Alli a n c e  h a s  a s k e d t h er e  b e  a  p oli c y i n  pl a c e t o  g ui d e  b ot h 

p ur c h a s e  a n d i m pl e m e nt ati o n,  a n d t h e  p oli c y  b e i nf or m e d  b y  c o m m u nit y  e n g a g e m e nt. 

M e m b er s  of t h e  Alli a n c e  a p pr e ci at e t h e  cit y  pr o vi di n g t h e  pr o p o s e d  pr eli mi n ar y  b o d y- w or n 

c a m er a  p oli c y  n e g oti at e d  wit h t h e  P ortl a n d  P oli c e  A s s o ci ati o n,  a s  w ell  a s t h e  D e p art m e nt  of  

J u sti c e’ s  pr eli mi n ar y  a p pr o v al  of t h e  p oli c y .  W e t h a n k t h e  p arti e s f or t h eir  w or k t o fi n d  a 

c o m pr o mi s e  s ol uti o n t h at  a v oi d s f urt h er  d el a y s. 

B ut t hi s i s  a fir st  dr aft -  n ot  a  c o m pl et e d  d o c u m e nt.  M or e t h e r e s ult  of  a t e di o u s l a b or 

n e g oti ati o n t h a n  d ur a bl e  p oli c y. It f o c u s e s  o n  o n e  a s p e ct  of  a  p oli c y;  h o w  p oli c e  offi c er s 

m a y  vi e w  c a m er a f o ot a g e  aft er  h urti n g  s o m e o n e,  a n d  ot h er  m e c h a ni s m s t o  pr ot e ct  offi c er s 

fr o m  e x p o s ur e  a n d  p u bli c  a c c o u nt a bilit y.  Pr ot e cti n g  offi c er s fr o m  u n w arr a nt e d  e x p o s ur e i s  a 

vit al,  w ort h y  g o al  a n d  pr e-r e p ort  vi e wi n g  h a s  b e e n  a  sti c ki n g  p oi nt.  B ut f air n e s s t o  offi c er s i s 

j u st  o n e  g o al  a m o n g  m a n y.

O ur r e q u e st i s t h at  y o ur  d e ci si o n  o n t hi s  a g e n d a it e m  b e  p o st p o n e d. 

A  c o m pl et e  b o d y- w or n  c a m er a  p oli c y f or  P ortl a n d  s h o ul d  pr o m ot e  m a n y  ot h er  b e n efit s, 

i n cl u di n g  v erifi c ati o n  of  p oli c e r e p ort s  a n d  d at a, i m pr o v e m e nt  of t h e t e n s  of t h o u s a n d s  of 

c o nt a ct s t h at  o c c ur f or  e v er y l et h al  u s e  of f or c e,  s u p p ort  of  p oli c e  s u p er vi si o n  a n d tr ai ni n g, 

e d u c ati o n  of  citi z e n s  a b o ut t h e r e al  c h all e n g e s t h at  p oli c e f a c e  a n d t h e  g o o d  w or k t h e y  d o, 

s u p p ort f or  e xi sti n g  a n d  pl a n n e d  p oli c e r e vi e w  m e c h a ni s m s,  a n d tr a n s p ar e n c y t hr o u g h 

i n d e p e n d e nt r e s e ar c h  a n d j o ur n ali s m.

T h e  Cit y i s  a b o ut t o  st art  c oll e cti n g  h u n dr e d s  of t h o u s a n d s  of  h o ur s  of  vi d e o  e v er y  y e ar.  B ut 

it  h a s  writt e n  a  p oli c y t h at  w orri e s  m o stl y  a b o ut j u st t e n s  of  h o ur s  of t hi s  v a st r e s o ur c e.  T h e 

p oli c e  u ni o n i s j u st  o n e  of  m a n y  or g a ni z ati o n s  a n d  v oi c e s  w h o  h a v e l e giti m at e  st a k e s i n 

b o d y- w or n  c a m er a  p oli c y  a n d i d e a s t o  c o ntri b ut e.  T h e  Cit y’ s  p oli c y- m a ki n g j o b i s  n ot 

c o m pl et e d if  o nl y t h e  p oli c e  u ni o n i s  c o n s ult e d  a n d  s ati sfi e d.

Wit h r e s p e ct t o t h e  a c c o u nt a bilit y  a s p e ct s t h at t h e  c urr e nt  p oli c y  d o e s  a d dr e s s,  a s  w e  h a v e  

m a d e  cl e ar   el s e w h er e, t h e  M e nt al  H e alt h  Alli a n c e  o p p o s e s  A N Y  pr e-r e vi e w  of  b o d y  c a m er a 

f o ot a g e  of  u s e  of f or c e i n ci d e nt s  b y  offi c er s  b ef or e  writi n g t h eir r e p ort s.  T hi s i s t h e  b e st 

pr a cti c e t o  e n s ur e r e p ort s  of  u s e  of f or c e  ar e  b a s e d  o n  e x a mi n ati o n  of t h e r e a s o n a bl e n e s s 

mailto:info@mentalhealthportland.org
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mailto:MappsOffice@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:Carmen.Rubio@portlandoregon.gov
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Mental Health Alliance
April 26, 2023


RE: agenda item 335 for April 26, 2023


Members of Portland City Council.


Since the idea of police officers using body-worn cameras was introduced by the City in 2018,
the Mental Health Alliance has asked there be a policy in place to guide both purchase and
implementation, and the policy be informed by community engagement. Members of the
Alliance appreciate the city providing the proposed preliminary body-worn camera policy
negotiated with the Portland Police Association, as well as the Department of Justice’s
preliminary approval of the policy. We thank the parties for their work to find a compromise
solution that avoids further delays.


But this is a first draft - not a completed document. More the result of a tedious labor negotiation
than durable policy. It focuses on one aspect of a policy; how police officers may view camera
footage after hurting someone, and other mechanisms to protect officers from exposure and
public accountability. Protecting officers from unwarranted exposure is a vital, worthy goal and
pre-report viewing has been a sticking point. But fairness to officers is just one goal among
many.


Our request is that your decision on this agenda item be postponed.


A complete body-worn camera policy for Portland should promote many other benefits,
including verification of police reports and data, improvement of the tens of thousands of
contacts that occur for every lethal use of force, support of police supervision and training,
education of citizens about the real challenges that police face and the good work they do,
support for existing and planned police review mechanisms, and transparency through
independent research and journalism.


The City is about to start collecting hundreds of thousands of hours of video every year. But it
has written a policy that worries mostly about just tens of hours of this vast resource. The police
union is just one of many organizations and voices who have legitimate stakes in body-worn
camera policy and ideas to contribute. The City’s policy-making job is not completed if only the
police union is consulted and satisfied.


With respect to the accountability aspects that the current policy does address, as we have
made clear elsewhere, the Mental Health Alliance opposes ANY pre-review of body camera
footage of use of force incidents by officers before writing their reports. This is the best practice
to ensure reports of use of force are based on examination of the reasonableness of the use of
force at the time the force was used, as required by Graham v. Connor, rather than an effort by
the officer to fit their narrative to evidence reviewed after the fact.



http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Letter-re-BWC-Policy-Principles-11-15-21.pdf

http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Letter-re-BWC-Policy-Principles-11-15-21.pdf

https://www.streetroots.org/news/2023/03/07/say-no-pre-review

https://www.streetroots.org/news/2023/03/07/say-no-pre-review





Because the policy agreed upon by the City and the Portland Police Association diverges from
this core value of police accountability, we cannot support it. However, in light of the fact the
Department of Justice agreed to the policy pending the outcome of the City’s 60-day test, and in
the interest of being constructive partners to the Court and the Department of Justice, here are
specific questions and concerns we hope the Department of Justice considers when analyzing
the effectiveness of the new policy in remedying the City’s long-time noncompliance with the
settlement agreement.


1. There are scant details as to how the Bureau, the City, or the Department of
Justice will judge the effectiveness of the new body-worn cameras policies after
the 60 day test. What will happen after 60 days? Will there be a pause to
evaluate the test? Or will cameras continue to be used without any real
evaluation or community input? What data will be collected, and what key
performance measures will be evaluated? Will there be an opportunity for public
feedback as to the effectiveness of the policies? Will there be any mechanism for
extending the test period if any of the parties determine that sixty days has been
insufficient to make a determination regarding the effectiveness of the new
policies? By what measure will this test be determined a success - or failure?
Who will be the judge of these factors? These are all questions that we think it
would be appropriate for this Council to ask and the city attorneys and have
answered prior to accepting this proposal.


2. Per this agreement, the most serious category of force usage has the least clear
guidance for officers who are witnesses to it. Under 11.2.1.1 after a sub-lethal
Category II force incident, involved and witness officers are required to provide
an account to their supervisors which is recorded on body-worn cameras.
However, under 11.2.2.1, an officer who is witness to a lethal Category I use of
force event is not required to provide a verbal statement OR write a report before
reviewing their body camera footage. This can be overruled by the officer’s
supervisor, although there is no guidance provided in the agreement as to what
criteria the supervisor should use to evaluate the decision whether or not to
compel such a statement. There is also no guidance provided in the agreement
as to whether or not such a statement will be recorded.


3. Many of these policies rely upon police supervisors to make determinations
regarding the level of force used and to make judgment calls regarding the
necessity for a recorded statement to be taken. If it later turns out a supervisor
has made an incorrect determination as to what level of force occurred and
whether a recorded statement was required, there will be no way to “un-ring the
bell” and go back to record the officer’s statement; any record of their objective
judgment of the necessity for force will simply be lost for investigative purposes.


Both the Department of Justice and the Compliance Officer/Community Liaison
have repeatedly found the City of Portland out of compliance with the settlement
agreement specifically due to the failure of supervisors within the Bureau to
understand and enforce directives around use of force (see paragraphs 70, 73,







84, 116, 129, 169). Leaving supervisors whose work has repeatedly been found
inadequate with complete, unreviewed discretion over when officers are and are
not required to make recorded statements following a use of force is unlikely to
be effective.


4. There seems to have been little to no effort by the City or the Department of
Justice to involve the actual people of Portland or their various partner
organizations in the drafting or approval of this policy. As written, it runs directly
contrary to the recommendations of the Compliance Officer/Community Liaison,
the Albina Ministerial Alliance, and the Mental Health Alliance (and the
Department of Justice itself), as well as the overwhelming consensus of the
feedback received by the city in public meetings.


Additionally, the Portland Police Accountability Commission, which is currently
tasked with designing the settlement-mandated civilian oversight system which
will ultimately make disciplinary decisions involving alleged officer misconduct,
was not consulted at any stage of this discussion as to how the new body-worn
camera policy would fit into the system that they are designing Other councils
organized by the city to inform the police bureau about community concerns,
such as the Training Advisory Council, the Portland Committee on
Community-Engaged Policing, the Focused Intervention Team Community
Oversight Group, the Behavioral Health Unit Advisory Committee, or the Police
Bureauwide Advisory Committee, also were not consulted.


We could continue the list, and others will, so our suggestion is that this proposal not
proceed today or until these and other questions are fully answered.


It is our hope the Department of Justice will keep a close and critical eye on their roll-out, and
that with further input from Judge Simon, the department, the amici, and the community, we can
move towards a body-worn camera policy that legitimately improves public safety and trust.


Sincerely,
Members of the Mental Health Alliance


Amanda J Marshall, JD
Patrick Nolen
Meredith Mathis
Mark Schorr, LPC, CADCI
Jason Renaud
Michael Hopcroft
Rochelle Silver, PhD
Mary-Margaret Wheeler-Weber, MA
Mark Chasse, JD
Javonnie Shearn
KC Lewis, JD
Jonathan Brown, MPP, PhD







Eben Hoffer, MFA
Sandra Chisholm, MPA
Rabbi Ariel Stone
Jane Remfert
Beatrix Li
Dave Boyer, MS, JD
Aimee Sukol, JD MA MS Ed
Brett Foster


Representatives in court - Juan Chavez, JD, Franz Bruggemeier, JD, Amanda Lamb, JD


Mental Health Alliance - on the record


Amicus Mental Health Alliance’s Body-Worn Camera Policy Position - United States v. City of
Portland, October 2021


Mental Health Alliance review of body-worn camera policies in other comparable US cities,
February 2023


Say 'no' to pre-review of body-worn camera footage, March 2023


Letter to City Council on body-worn cameras, February 2022


Town hall focuses on Portland police body cameras, December 2021


Portland needs policies for body-worn cameras before purchasing, November 2021


About the Mental Health Alliance


The Mental Health Alliance amplifies the voices of people with mental illness, trauma, addiction,
and alcoholism in legal and legislative public policy discussions.


The Mental Health Alliance was formed in 2018 to join the continuing Federal lawsuit, United
States v. City of Portland as an amicus curiae or “friend of the court.”


Organizations which represent the interests of people with mental illness and have long
participated in efforts to reduce police use of force used against people with mental illness –
Disability Rights Oregon, the Oregon Justice Resource Center, the Portland Interfaith Clergy
Resistance, and the Mental Health Association of Portland, joined together to form the Alliance.


More about the Alliance can be found on our website at http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org of
contact us at info@mentalhealthalliance.org.



http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/MHA-BWC-Position-10.12.21.pdf

http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/BWC-Policy-Overview-Sheet1.pdf

https://www.streetroots.org/news/2023/03/07/say-no-pre-review

http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/BWC-letter-to-city-council.pdf

https://katu.com/news/local/town-hall-focuses-on-portland-police-body-cameras
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of t h e  u s e  of f or c e  at t h e ti m e t h e f or c e  w a s  u s e d,  a s r e q uir e d  b y  Gr a h a m  v.  C o n n or , r at h er 

t h a n  a n  eff ort  b y t h e  offi c er t o fit t h eir  n arr ati v e t o  e vi d e n c e r e vi e w e d  aft er t h e f a ct.

B e c a u s e t h e  p oli c y  a gr e e d  u p o n  b y t h e  Cit y  a n d t h e  P ortl a n d  P oli c e  A s s o ci ati o n  di v er g e s 

fr o m t hi s  c or e  v al u e  of  p oli c e  a c c o u nt a bilit y,  w e  c a n n ot  s u p p ort it.  H o w e v er, i n li g ht  of t h e 

f a ct t h e  D e p art m e nt  of  J u sti c e  a gr e e d t o t h e  p oli c y  p e n di n g t h e  o ut c o m e  of t h e  Cit y’ s  6 0-

d a y t e st,  a n d i n t h e i nt er e st  of  b ei n g  c o n str u cti v e  p art n er s t o t h e  C o urt  a n d t h e  D e p art m e nt 

of  J u sti c e,  h er e  ar e  s p e cifi c  q u e sti o n s  a n d  c o n c er n s  w e  h o p e t h e  D e p art m e nt  of  J u sti c e 

c o n si d er s  w h e n  a n al y zi n g t h e  eff e cti v e n e s s  of t h e  n e w  p oli c y i n r e m e d yi n g t h e  Cit y’ s l o n g-

ti m e  n o n c o m pli a n c e  wit h t h e  s ettl e m e nt  a gr e e m e nt.

1. 

T h er e  ar e  s c a nt  d et ail s  a s t o  h o w t h e  B ur e a u, t h e  Cit y,  or t h e  D e p art m e nt  of 

J u sti c e  will j u d g e t h e  eff e cti v e n e s s  of t h e  n e w  b o d y- w or n  c a m er a s  p oli ci e s 

aft er t h e  6 0  d a y t e st.  W h at  will  h a p p e n  aft er  6 0  d a y s ?  Will t h er e  b e  a  p a u s e t o 

e v al u at e t h e t e st ?  Or  will  c a m er a s  c o nti n u e t o  b e  u s e d  wit h o ut  a n y r e al 

e v al u ati o n  or  c o m m u nit y i n p ut ?  W h at  d at a  will  b e  c oll e ct e d,  a n d  w h at  k e y 

p erf or m a n c e  m e a s ur e s  will  b e  e v al u at e d ?  Will t h er e  b e  a n  o p p ort u nit y f or 

p u bli c f e e d b a c k  a s t o t h e  eff e cti v e n e s s  of t h e  p oli ci e s ?  Will t h er e  b e  a n y 

m e c h a ni s m f or  e xt e n di n g t h e t e st  p eri o d if  a n y  of t h e  p arti e s  d et er mi n e t h at 

si xt y  d a y s  h a s  b e e n i n s uffi ci e nt t o  m a k e  a  d et er mi n ati o n r e g ar di n g t h e 

eff e cti v e n e s s  of t h e  n e w  p oli ci e s ?  B y  w h at  m e a s ur e  will t hi s t e st  b e 

d et er mi n e d  a  s u c c e s s -  or f ail ur e ?  W h o  will  b e t h e j u d g e  of t h e s e f a ct or s ? 

T h e s e  ar e  all  q u e sti o n s t h at  w e t hi n k it  w o ul d  b e  a p pr o pri at e f or t hi s  C o u n cil t o 

a s k  a n d t h e  cit y  att or n e y s  a n d  h a v e  a n s w er e d  pri or t o  a c c e pti n g t hi s  pr o p o s al.

2. 

P er t hi s  a gr e e m e nt, t h e  m o st  s eri o u s  c at e g or y  of f or c e  u s a g e  h a s t h e l e a st 

cl e ar  g ui d a n c e f or  offi c er s  w h o  ar e  wit n e s s e s t o it.  U n d er  1 1. 2. 1. 1  aft er  a  s u b-

l et h al  C at e g or y II f or c e i n ci d e nt, i n v ol v e d  a n d  wit n e s s  offi c er s  ar e r e q uir e d t o 

pr o vi d e  a n  a c c o u nt t o t h eir  s u p er vi s or s  w hi c h i s r e c or d e d  o n  b o d y- w or n 

c a m er a s.  H o w e v er,  u n d er  1 1. 2. 2. 1,  a n  offi c er  w h o i s  wit n e s s t o  a l et h al 

C at e g or y I  u s e  of f or c e  e v e nt i s  n ot r e q uir e d t o  pr o vi d e  a  v er b al  st at e m e nt  O R 

writ e  a r e p ort  b ef or e r e vi e wi n g t h eir  b o d y  c a m er a f o ot a g e.  T hi s  c a n  b e 

o v err ul e d  b y t h e  offi c er’ s  s u p er vi s or,  alt h o u g h t h er e i s  n o  g ui d a n c e  pr o vi d e d i n 

t h e  a gr e e m e nt  a s t o  w h at  crit eri a t h e  s u p er vi s or  s h o ul d  u s e t o  e v al u at e t h e 

d e ci si o n  w h et h er  or  n ot t o  c o m p el  s u c h  a  st at e m e nt.  T h er e i s  al s o  n o 

g ui d a n c e  pr o vi d e d i n t h e  a gr e e m e nt  a s t o  w h et h er  or  n ot  s u c h  a  st at e m e nt  will 

b e r e c or d e d.

3. 

M a n y  of t h e s e  p oli ci e s r el y  u p o n  p oli c e  s u p er vi s or s t o  m a k e  d et er mi n ati o n s 

r e g ar di n g t h e l e v el  of f or c e  u s e d  a n d t o  m a k e j u d g m e nt  c all s r e g ar di n g t h e 

n e c e s sit y f or  a r e c or d e d  st at e m e nt t o  b e t a k e n. If it l at er t ur n s  o ut  a  s u p er vi s or 

h a s  m a d e  a n i n c orr e ct  d et er mi n ati o n  a s t o  w h at l e v el  of f or c e  o c c urr e d  a n d 

w h et h er  a r e c or d e d  st at e m e nt  w a s r e q uir e d, t h er e  will  b e  n o  w a y t o “ u n-ri n g 



t h e  b ell”  a n d  g o  b a c k t o r e c or d t h e  offi c er’ s  st at e m e nt;  a n y r e c or d  of t h eir 

o bj e cti v e j u d g m e nt  of t h e  n e c e s sit y f or f or c e  will  si m pl y  b e l o st f or 

i n v e sti g ati v e  p ur p o s e s. 

B ot h t h e  D e p art m e nt  of  J u sti c e  a n d t h e C o m pli a n c e  Offi c er/ C o m m u nit y  Li ai s o n  

h a v e r e p e at e dl y f o u n d t h e  Cit y  of  P ortl a n d  o ut  of  c o m pli a n c e  wit h t h e 

s ettl e m e nt  a gr e e m e nt  s p e cifi c all y  d u e t o t h e f ail ur e  of  s u p er vi s or s  wit hi n t h e 

B ur e a u t o  u n d er st a n d  a n d  e nf or c e  dir e cti v e s  ar o u n d  u s e  of f or c e ( s e e 

p ar a gr a p h s  7 0,  7 3,  8 4,  1 1 6,  1 2 9,  1 6 9).  L e a vi n g  s u p er vi s or s  w h o s e  w or k  h a s 

r e p e at e dl y  b e e n f o u n d i n a d e q u at e  wit h  c o m pl et e,  u nr e vi e w e d  di s cr eti o n  o v er 

w h e n  offi c er s  ar e  a n d  ar e  n ot r e q uir e d t o  m a k e r e c or d e d  st at e m e nt s 

f oll o wi n g  a  u s e  of f or c e i s  u nli k el y t o  b e  eff e cti v e.

4. 

T h er e  s e e m s t o  h a v e  b e e n littl e t o  n o  eff ort  b y t h e  Cit y  or t h e  D e p art m e nt  of 

J u sti c e t o i n v ol v e t h e  a ct u al  p e o pl e  of  P ortl a n d  or t h eir  v ari o u s  p art n er 

or g a ni z ati o n s i n t h e  dr afti n g  or  a p pr o v al  of t hi s  p oli c y.  A s  writt e n, it r u n s 

dir e ctl y  c o ntr ar y t o t h e r e c o m m e n d ati o n s  of t h e  C o m pli a n c e 

Offi c er/ C o m m u nit y  Li ai s o n, t h e  Al bi n a  Mi ni st eri al  Alli a n c e,  a n d t h e  M e nt al 

H e alt h  Alli a n c e ( a n d t h e  D e p art m e nt  of  J u sti c e it s elf),  a s  w ell  a s t h e 

o v er w h el mi n g  c o n s e n s u s  of t h e f e e d b a c k r e c ei v e d  b y t h e  cit y i n  p u bli c 

m e eti n g s. 

A d diti o n all y, t h e  P ortl a n d  P oli c e  A c c o u nt a bilit y  C o m mi s si o n,  w hi c h i s 

c urr e ntl y t a s k e d  wit h  d e si g ni n g t h e  s ettl e m e nt- m a n d at e d  ci vili a n  o v er si g ht 

s y st e m  w hi c h  will  ulti m at el y  m a k e  di s ci pli n ar y  d e ci si o n s i n v ol vi n g  all e g e d 

offi c er  mi s c o n d u ct,  w a s  n ot  c o n s ult e d  at  a n y  st a g e  of t hi s  di s c u s si o n  a s t o 

h o w t h e  n e w  b o d y- w or n  c a m er a  p oli c y  w o ul d fit i nt o t h e  s y st e m t h at t h e y  ar e 

d e si g ni n g  Ot h er  c o u n cil s  or g a ni z e d  b y t h e  cit y t o i nf or m t h e  p oli c e  b ur e a u 

a b o ut  c o m m u nit y  c o n c er n s,  s u c h  a s t h e  Tr ai ni n g  A d vi s or y  C o u n cil, t h e 

P ortl a n d  C o m mitt e e  o n  C o m m u nit y- E n g a g e d  P oli ci n g, t h e  F o c u s e d 

I nt er v e nti o n  T e a m  C o m m u nit y  O v er si g ht  Gr o u p, t h e  B e h a vi or al  H e alt h  U nit 

A d vi s or y  C o m mitt e e,  or t h e  P oli c e  B ur e a u wi d e  A d vi s or y  C o m mitt e e,  al s o 

w er e  n ot  c o n s ult e d. 

W e  c o ul d  c o nti n u e t h e li st,  a n d  ot h er s  will,  s o  o ur  s u g g e sti o n i s t h at t hi s  pr o p o s al  n ot 

pr o c e e d t o d a y  or  u ntil t h e s e  a n d  ot h er  q u e sti o n s  ar e f ull y  a n s w er e d. 

It i s  o ur  h o p e t h e  D e p art m e nt  of  J u sti c e  will  k e e p  a  cl o s e  a n d  criti c al  e y e  o n t h eir r oll- o ut, 

a n d t h at  wit h f urt h er i n p ut fr o m  J u d g e  Si m o n, t h e  d e p art m e nt, t h e  a mi ci,  a n d t h e 

c o m m u nit y,  w e  c a n  m o v e t o w ar d s  a  d ur a bl e  b o d y- w or n  c a m er a  p oli c y t h at l e giti m at el y 

i m pr o v e s  p u bli c  s af et y  a n d tr u st.

Si n c er el y, 



M e m b er s  of t h e  M e nt al  H e alt h  Alli a n c e

A m a n d a  J  M ar s h all,  J D

P atri c k  N ol e n

M er e dit h  M at hi s 

M ar k  S c h orr,  L P C,  C A D CI

J a s o n  R e n a u d

Mi c h a el  H o p cr oft

R o c h ell e  Sil v er,  P h D

M ar y- M ar g ar et  W h e el er- W e b er,  M A

M ar k  C h a s s e,  J D

J a v o n ni e  S h e ar n

K C  L e wi s,  J D

J o n at h a n  Br o w n,  M P P,  P h D

E b e n  H off er,  M F A

S a n dr a  C hi s h ol m,  M P A

R a b bi  Ari el  St o n e

J a n e  R e mf ert

B e atri x  Li

D a v e  B o y er,  M S,  J D

Ai m e e  S u k ol,  J D  M A  M S  E d

Br ett  F o st er

R e pr e s e nt ati v e s i n  c o urt -  J u a n  C h a v e z,  J D,  Fr a n z  Br u g g e m ei er,  J D,  A m a n d a  L a m b,  J D

M e nt al  H e alt h  Alli a n c e -  o n t h e r e c or d

A mi c u s  M e nt al  H e alt h  Alli a n c e’ s  B o d y- W or n  C a m er a  P oli c y  P o siti o n  -  U nit e d  St at e s  v.  Cit y 

of  P ortl a n d,  O ct o b er  2 0 2 1

M e nt al  H e alt h  Alli a n c e r e vi e w  of  b o d y- w or n  c a m er a  p oli ci e s i n  ot h er  c o m p ar a bl e  U S  citi e s , 

F e br u ar y  2 0 2 3

S a y ' n o' t o  pr e-r e vi e w  of  b o d y- w or n  c a m er a f o ot a g e ,  M ar c h  2 0 2 3

L ett er t o  Cit y  C o u n cil  o n  b o d y- w or n  c a m er a s ,  F e br u ar y  2 0 2 2

T o w n  h all f o c u s e s  o n  P ortl a n d  p oli c e  b o d y  c a m er a s ,  D e c e m b er  2 0 2 1

P ortl a n d  n e e d s  p oli ci e s f or  b o d y- w or n  c a m er a s  b ef or e  p ur c h a si n g ,  N o v e m b er  2 0 2 1

A b o ut t h e  M e nt al  H e alt h  Alli a n c e

http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/MHA-BWC-Position-10.12.21.pdf
http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/BWC-Policy-Overview-Sheet1.pdf
https://www.streetroots.org/news/2023/03/07/say-no-pre-review
http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/BWC-letter-to-city-council.pdf
https://katu.com/news/local/town-hall-focuses-on-portland-police-body-cameras
https://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/2021/11/opinion-portland-needs-policies-for-body-worn-cameras-before-purchasing.html


T h e  M e nt al  H e alt h  Alli a n c e  a m plifi e s t h e  v oi c e s  of  p e o pl e  wit h  m e nt al ill n e s s, tr a u m a, 

a d di cti o n,  a n d  al c o h oli s m i n l e g al  a n d l e gi sl ati v e  p u bli c  p oli c y  di s c u s si o n s.  T h e  M e nt al 

H e alt h  Alli a n c e  w a s f or m e d i n  2 0 1 8 t o j oi n t h e  c o nti n ui n g  F e d er al l a w s uit,  U nit e d  St at e s  v. 

Cit y  of  P ortl a n d   a s  a n  a mi c u s  c uri a e  or “fri e n d  of t h e  c o urt.” 

Or g a ni z ati o n s  w hi c h r e pr e s e nt t h e i nt er e st s  of  p e o pl e  wit h  m e nt al ill n e s s  a n d  h a v e l o n g 

p arti ci p at e d i n  eff ort s t o r e d u c e  p oli c e  u s e  of f or c e  u s e d  a g ai n st  p e o pl e  wit h  m e nt al ill n e s s 

–  Di s a bilit y  Ri g ht s  Or e g o n, t h e  Or e g o n  J u sti c e  R e s o ur c e  C e nt er, t h e  P ortl a n d I nt erf ait h 

Cl er g y  R e si st a n c e,  a n d t h e  M e nt al  H e alt h  A s s o ci ati o n  of  P ortl a n d, j oi n e d t o g et h er t o f or m 

t h e  Alli a n c e.

M or e  a b o ut t h e  Alli a n c e  c a n  b e f o u n d  o n  o ur  w e b sit e  at  htt p:// w w w. m e nt al h e alt h alli a n c e. or g  

of  c o nt a ct  u s  at  i nf o @ m e nt al h e alt h alli a n c e. or g. 

http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/
mailto:info@mentalhealthalliance.org


M e n t al H e al t h Alli a n c e
A pril 2 6, 2 0 2 3

R E: a g e n d a it e m 3 3 5 f or A pril 2 6, 2 0 2 3

M e m b er s of P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil.

Si n c e t h e i d e a of p oli c e offi c er s u si n g b o d y- w or n c a m er a s w a s i ntr o d u c e d b y t h e Cit y i n 2 0 1 8,

t h e M e nt al H e alt h Alli a n c e h a s a s k e d t h er e b e a p oli c y i n pl a c e t o g ui d e b ot h p ur c h a s e a n d

i m pl e m e nt ati o n, a n d t h e p oli c y b e i nf or m e d b y c o m m u nit y e n g a g e m e nt. M e m b er s of t h e

Alli a n c e a p pr e ci at e t h e cit y pr o vi di n g t h e pr o p o s e d pr eli mi n ar y b o d y- w or n c a m er a p oli c y

n e g oti at e d wit h t h e P ortl a n d P oli c e A s s o ci ati o n, a s w ell a s t h e D e p art m e nt of J u sti c e’ s

pr eli mi n ar y a p pr o v al of t h e p oli c y . W e t h a n k t h e p arti e s f or t h eir w or k t o fi n d a c o m pr o mi s e

s ol uti o n t h at a v oi d s f urt h er d el a y s.

B ut t hi s i s a fir st dr aft - n ot a c o m pl et e d d o c u m e nt. M or e t h e r e s ult of a t e di o u s l a b or n e g oti ati o n

t h a n d ur a bl e p oli c y. It f o c u s e s o n o n e a s p e ct of a p oli c y; h o w p oli c e offi c er s m a y vi e w c a m er a

f o ot a g e aft er h urti n g s o m e o n e, a n d ot h er m e c h a ni s m s t o pr ot e ct offi c er s fr o m e x p o s ur e a n d

p u bli c a c c o u nt a bilit y. Pr ot e cti n g offi c er s fr o m u n w arr a nt e d e x p o s ur e i s a vit al, w ort h y g o al a n d

pr e-r e p ort vi e wi n g h a s b e e n a sti c ki n g p oi nt. B ut f air n e s s t o offi c er s i s j u st o n e g o al a m o n g

m a n y.

O ur r e q u e st i s t h at y o ur d e ci si o n o n t hi s a g e n d a it e m b e p o st p o n e d.

A c o m pl et e b o d y- w or n c a m er a p oli c y f or P ortl a n d s h o ul d pr o m ot e m a n y ot h er b e n efit s,

i n cl u di n g v erifi c ati o n of p oli c e r e p ort s a n d d at a, i m pr o v e m e nt of t h e t e n s of t h o u s a n d s of

c o nt a ct s t h at o c c ur f or e v er y l et h al u s e of f or c e, s u p p ort of p oli c e s u p er vi si o n a n d tr ai ni n g,

e d u c ati o n of citi z e n s a b o ut t h e r e al c h all e n g e s t h at p oli c e f a c e a n d t h e g o o d w or k t h e y d o,

s u p p ort f or e xi sti n g a n d pl a n n e d p oli c e r e vi e w m e c h a ni s m s, a n d tr a n s p ar e n c y t hr o u g h

i n d e p e n d e nt r e s e ar c h a n d j o ur n ali s m.

T h e Cit y i s a b o ut t o st art c oll e cti n g h u n dr e d s of t h o u s a n d s of h o ur s of vi d e o e v er y y e ar. B ut it

h a s writt e n a p oli c y t h at w orri e s m o stl y a b o ut j u st t e n s of h o ur s of t hi s v a st r e s o ur c e. T h e p oli c e

u ni o n i s j u st o n e of m a n y or g a ni z ati o n s a n d v oi c e s w h o h a v e l e giti m at e st a k e s i n b o d y- w or n

c a m er a p oli c y a n d i d e a s t o c o ntri b ut e. T h e Cit y’ s p oli c y- m a ki n g j o b i s n ot c o m pl et e d if o nl y t h e

p oli c e u ni o n i s c o n s ult e d a n d s ati sfi e d.

Wit h r e s p e ct t o t h e a c c o u nt a bilit y a s p e ct s t h at t h e c urr e nt p oli c y d o e s a d dr e s s, a s w e h a v e

m a d e cl e ar el s e w h er e, t h e M e nt al H e alt h Alli a n c e o p p o s e s A N Y pr e-r e vi e w of b o d y c a m er a

f o ot a g e of u s e of f or c e i n ci d e nt s b y offi c er s b ef or e writi n g t h eir r e p ort s. T hi s i s t h e b e st pr a cti c e

t o e n s ur e r e p ort s of u s e of f or c e ar e b a s e d o n e x a mi n ati o n of t h e r e a s o n a bl e n e s s of t h e u s e of

f or c e at t h e ti m e t h e f or c e w a s u s e d, a s r e q uir e d b y Gr a h a m v. C o n n or , r at h er t h a n a n eff ort b y

t h e offi c er t o fit t h eir n arr ati v e t o e vi d e n c e r e vi e w e d aft er t h e f a ct.

http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Letter-re-BWC-Policy-Principles-11-15-21.pdf
http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Letter-re-BWC-Policy-Principles-11-15-21.pdf
https://www.streetroots.org/news/2023/03/07/say-no-pre-review
https://www.streetroots.org/news/2023/03/07/say-no-pre-review


B e c a u s e t h e p oli c y a gr e e d u p o n b y t h e Cit y a n d t h e P ortl a n d P oli c e A s s o ci ati o n di v er g e s fr o m

t hi s c or e v al u e of p oli c e a c c o u nt a bilit y, w e c a n n ot s u p p ort it. H o w e v er, i n li g ht of t h e f a ct t h e

D e p art m e nt of J u sti c e a gr e e d t o t h e p oli c y p e n di n g t h e o ut c o m e of t h e Cit y’ s 6 0- d a y t e st, a n d i n

t h e i nt er e st of b ei n g c o n str u cti v e p art n er s t o t h e C o urt a n d t h e D e p art m e nt of J u sti c e, h er e ar e

s p e cifi c q u e sti o n s a n d c o n c er n s w e h o p e t h e D e p art m e nt of J u sti c e c o n si d er s w h e n a n al y zi n g

t h e eff e cti v e n e s s of t h e n e w p oli c y i n r e m e d yi n g t h e Cit y’ s l o n g-ti m e n o n c o m pli a n c e wit h t h e

s ettl e m e nt a gr e e m e nt.

1. T h er e ar e s c a nt d et ail s a s t o h o w t h e B ur e a u, t h e Cit y, or t h e D e p art m e nt of

J u sti c e will j u d g e t h e eff e cti v e n e s s of t h e n e w b o d y- w or n c a m er a s p oli ci e s aft er

t h e 6 0 d a y t e st. W h at will h a p p e n aft er 6 0 d a y s ? Will t h er e b e a p a u s e t o

e v al u at e t h e t e st ? Or will c a m er a s c o nti n u e t o b e u s e d wit h o ut a n y r e al

e v al u ati o n or c o m m u nit y i n p ut ? W h at d at a will b e c oll e ct e d, a n d w h at k e y

p erf or m a n c e m e a s ur e s will b e e v al u at e d ? Will t h er e b e a n o p p ort u nit y f or p u bli c

f e e d b a c k a s t o t h e eff e cti v e n e s s of t h e p oli ci e s ? Will t h er e b e a n y m e c h a ni s m f or

e xt e n di n g t h e t e st p eri o d if a n y of t h e p arti e s d et er mi n e t h at si xt y d a y s h a s b e e n

i n s uffi ci e nt t o m a k e a d et er mi n ati o n r e g ar di n g t h e eff e cti v e n e s s of t h e n e w

p oli ci e s ? B y w h at m e a s ur e will t hi s t e st b e d et er mi n e d a s u c c e s s - or f ail ur e ?

W h o will b e t h e j u d g e of t h e s e f a ct or s ? T h e s e ar e all q u e sti o n s t h at w e t hi n k it

w o ul d b e a p pr o pri at e f or t hi s C o u n cil t o a s k a n d t h e cit y att or n e y s a n d h a v e

a n s w er e d pri or t o a c c e pti n g t hi s pr o p o s al.

2. P er t hi s a gr e e m e nt, t h e m o st s eri o u s c at e g or y of f or c e u s a g e h a s t h e l e a st cl e ar

g ui d a n c e f or offi c er s w h o ar e wit n e s s e s t o it. U n d er 1 1. 2. 1. 1 aft er a s u b-l et h al

C at e g or y II f or c e i n ci d e nt, i n v ol v e d a n d wit n e s s offi c er s ar e r e q uir e d t o pr o vi d e

a n a c c o u nt t o t h eir s u p er vi s or s w hi c h i s r e c or d e d o n b o d y- w or n c a m er a s.

H o w e v er, u n d er 1 1. 2. 2. 1, a n offi c er w h o i s wit n e s s t o a l et h al C at e g or y I u s e of

f or c e e v e nt i s n ot r e q uir e d t o pr o vi d e a v er b al st at e m e nt O R writ e a r e p ort b ef or e

r e vi e wi n g t h eir b o d y c a m er a f o ot a g e. T hi s c a n b e o v err ul e d b y t h e offi c er’ s

s u p er vi s or, alt h o u g h t h er e i s n o g ui d a n c e pr o vi d e d i n t h e a gr e e m e nt a s t o w h at

crit eri a t h e s u p er vi s or s h o ul d u s e t o e v al u at e t h e d e ci si o n w h et h er or n ot t o

c o m p el s u c h a st at e m e nt. T h er e i s al s o n o g ui d a n c e pr o vi d e d i n t h e a gr e e m e nt

a s t o w h et h er or n ot s u c h a st at e m e nt will b e r e c or d e d.

3. M a n y of t h e s e p oli ci e s r el y u p o n p oli c e s u p er vi s or s t o m a k e d et er mi n ati o n s

r e g ar di n g t h e l e v el of f or c e u s e d a n d t o m a k e j u d g m e nt c all s r e g ar di n g t h e

n e c e s sit y f or a r e c or d e d st at e m e nt t o b e t a k e n. If it l at er t ur n s o ut a s u p er vi s or

h a s m a d e a n i n c orr e ct d et er mi n ati o n a s t o w h at l e v el of f or c e o c c urr e d a n d

w h et h er a r e c or d e d st at e m e nt w a s r e q uir e d, t h er e will b e n o w a y t o “ u n-ri n g t h e

b ell” a n d g o b a c k t o r e c or d t h e offi c er’ s st at e m e nt; a n y r e c or d of t h eir o bj e cti v e

j u d g m e nt of t h e n e c e s sit y f or f or c e will si m pl y b e l o st f or i n v e sti g ati v e p ur p o s e s.

B ot h t h e D e p art m e nt of J u sti c e a n d t h e C o m pli a n c e O ffi c er / C o m m u nit y Li ai s o n

h a v e r e p e at e dl y f o u n d t h e Cit y of P ortl a n d o ut of c o m pli a n c e wit h t h e s ettl e m e nt

a gr e e m e nt s p e cifi c all y d u e t o t h e f ail ur e of s u p er vi s or s wit hi n t h e B ur e a u t o

u n d er st a n d a n d e nf or c e dir e cti v e s ar o u n d u s e of f or c e ( s e e p ar a gr a p h s 7 0, 7 3,



8 4, 1 1 6, 1 2 9, 1 6 9). L e a vi n g s u p er vi s or s w h o s e w or k h a s r e p e at e dl y b e e n f o u n d

i n a d e q u at e wit h c o m pl et e, u nr e vi e w e d di s cr eti o n o v er w h e n offi c er s ar e a n d ar e

n ot r e q uir e d t o m a k e r e c or d e d st at e m e nt s f oll o wi n g a u s e of f or c e i s u nli k el y t o

b e eff e cti v e.

4. T h er e s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n littl e t o n o eff ort b y t h e Cit y or t h e D e p art m e nt of

J u sti c e t o i n v ol v e t h e a ct u al p e o pl e of P ortl a n d or t h eir v ari o u s p art n er

or g a ni z ati o n s i n t h e dr afti n g or a p pr o v al of t hi s p oli c y. A s writt e n, it r u n s dir e ctl y

c o ntr ar y t o t h e r e c o m m e n d ati o n s of t h e C o m pli a n c e Offi c er/ C o m m u nit y Li ai s o n,

t h e Al bi n a Mi ni st eri al Alli a n c e, a n d t h e M e nt al H e alt h Alli a n c e ( a n d t h e

D e p art m e nt of J u sti c e it s elf), a s w ell a s t h e o v er w h el mi n g c o n s e n s u s of t h e

f e e d b a c k r e c ei v e d b y t h e cit y i n p u bli c m e eti n g s.

A d diti o n all y, t h e P ortl a n d P oli c e A c c o u nt a bilit y C o m mi s si o n, w hi c h i s c urr e ntl y

t a s k e d wit h d e si g ni n g t h e s ettl e m e nt- m a n d at e d ci vili a n o v er si g ht s y st e m w hi c h

will ulti m at el y m a k e di s ci pli n ar y d e ci si o n s i n v ol vi n g all e g e d offi c er mi s c o n d u ct,

w a s n ot c o n s ult e d at a n y st a g e of t hi s di s c u s si o n a s t o h o w t h e n e w b o d y- w or n

c a m er a p oli c y w o ul d fit i nt o t h e s y st e m t h at t h e y ar e d e si g ni n g Ot h er c o u n cil s

or g a ni z e d b y t h e cit y t o i nf or m t h e p oli c e b ur e a u a b o ut c o m m u nit y c o n c er n s,

s u c h a s t h e Tr ai ni n g A d vi s or y C o u n cil, t h e P ortl a n d C o m mitt e e o n

C o m m u nit y- E n g a g e d P oli ci n g, t h e F o c u s e d I nt er v e nti o n T e a m C o m m u nit y

O v er si g ht Gr o u p, t h e B e h a vi or al H e alt h U nit A d vi s or y C o m mitt e e, or t h e P oli c e

B ur e a u wi d e A d vi s or y C o m mitt e e, al s o w er e n ot c o n s ult e d.

W e c o ul d c o nti n u e t h e li st, a n d ot h er s will, s o o ur s u g g e sti o n i s t h at t hi s pr o p o s al n ot

pr o c e e d t o d a y or u ntil t h e s e a n d ot h er q u e sti o n s ar e f ull y a n s w er e d.

It i s o ur h o p e t h e D e p art m e nt of J u sti c e will k e e p a cl o s e a n d criti c al e y e o n t h eir r oll- o ut, a n d

t h at wit h f urt h er i n p ut fr o m J u d g e Si m o n, t h e d e p art m e nt, t h e a mi ci, a n d t h e c o m m u nit y, w e c a n

m o v e t o w ar d s a b o d y- w or n c a m er a p oli c y t h at l e giti m at el y i m pr o v e s p u bli c s af et y a n d tr u st.

Si n c er el y,

M e m b er s of t h e M e nt al H e alt h Alli a n c e

A m a n d a J M ar s h all, J D

P atri c k N ol e n

M er e dit h M at hi s

M ar k S c h orr, L P C, C A D CI

J a s o n R e n a u d

Mi c h a el H o p cr oft

R o c h ell e Sil v er, P h D

M ar y- M ar g ar et W h e el er- W e b er, M A

M ar k C h a s s e, J D

J a v o n ni e S h e ar n

K C L e wi s, J D

J o n at h a n Br o w n, M P P, P h D



E b e n H off er, M F A

S a n dr a C hi s h ol m, M P A

R a b bi Ari el St o n e

J a n e R e mf ert

B e atri x Li

D a v e B o y er, M S, J D

Ai m e e S u k ol, J D M A M S E d

Br ett F o st er

R e pr e s e nt ati v e s i n c o urt - J u a n C h a v e z, J D, Fr a n z Br u g g e m ei er, J D, A m a n d a L a m b, J D

M e nt al H e alt h Alli a n c e - o n t h e r e c or d

A mi c u s M e nt al H e alt h Alli a n c e’ s B o d y- W or n C a m er a P oli c y P o siti o n - U nit e d St at e s v. Cit y of

P ortl a n d, O ct o b er 2 0 2 1

M e nt al H e alt h Alli a n c e r e vi e w of b o d y- w or n c a m er a p oli ci e s i n ot h er c o m p ar a bl e U S citi e s ,

F e br u ar y 2 0 2 3

S a y ' n o' t o pr e-r e vi e w of b o d y- w or n c a m er a f o ot a g e , M ar c h 2 0 2 3

L ett er t o Cit y C o u n cil o n b o d y- w or n c a m er a s , F e br u ar y 2 0 2 2

T o w n h all f o c u s e s o n P ortl a n d p oli c e b o d y c a m er a s , D e c e m b er 2 0 2 1

P ortl a n d n e e d s p oli ci e s f or b o d y- w or n c a m er a s b ef or e p ur c h a si n g , N o v e m b er 2 0 2 1

A b o ut t h e M e nt al H e alt h Alli a n c e

T h e M e nt al H e alt h Alli a n c e a m plifi e s t h e v oi c e s of p e o pl e wit h m e nt al ill n e s s, tr a u m a, a d di cti o n,

a n d al c o h oli s m i n l e g al a n d l e gi sl ati v e p u bli c p oli c y di s c u s si o n s.

T h e M e nt al H e alt h Alli a n c e w a s f or m e d i n 2 0 1 8 t o j oi n t h e c o nti n ui n g F e d er al l a w s uit, U nit e d

St at e s v. Cit y of P ortl a n d a s a n a mi c u s c uri a e or “fri e n d of t h e c o urt.”

Or g a ni z ati o n s w hi c h r e pr e s e nt t h e i nt er e st s of p e o pl e wit h m e nt al ill n e s s a n d h a v e l o n g

p arti ci p at e d i n eff ort s t o r e d u c e p oli c e u s e of f or c e u s e d a g ai n st p e o pl e wit h m e nt al ill n e s s –

Di s a bilit y Ri g ht s Or e g o n, t h e Or e g o n J u sti c e R e s o ur c e C e nt er, t h e P ortl a n d I nt erf ait h Cl er g y

R e si st a n c e, a n d t h e M e nt al H e alt h A s s o ci ati o n of P ortl a n d, j oi n e d t o g et h er t o f or m t h e Alli a n c e.

M or e a b o ut t h e Alli a n c e c a n b e f o u n d o n o ur w e b sit e at htt p:// w w w. m e nt al h e alt h alli a n c e. or g of

c o nt a ct u s at i nf o @ m e nt al h e alt h alli a n c e. or g.

http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/MHA-BWC-Position-10.12.21.pdf
http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/BWC-Policy-Overview-Sheet1.pdf
https://www.streetroots.org/news/2023/03/07/say-no-pre-review
http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/BWC-letter-to-city-council.pdf
https://katu.com/news/local/town-hall-focuses-on-portland-police-body-cameras
https://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/2021/11/opinion-portland-needs-policies-for-body-worn-cameras-before-purchasing.html
http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org


F r o m: I n g a  Fi s h er  Willi a m s

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: B o d y  W or n  C a m er a  A g e n d a It e m  4/ 2 6/ 2 0 2 3

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  8: 2 8: 3 5  A M

T h a n k  y o u f or  h ol di n g  a  p u bli c  h e ari n g  o n t h e  b o d y c a m  pr o p os al.  W e  all  k n o w t h at
b ei n g  a  p oli c e  offi c er is  a t o u g h j o b. It r e q uir es i nst a nt  d e cisi o ns i n  hi g hl y  c h ar g e d
sit u ati o ns.  S e c o n d  g u essi n g t h os e  d e cisi o ns  w o ul d  b e  mi ni mi z e d  w h e n  c a m er a
f o ot a g e is  a v ail a bl e.

T h e  pr o p os al t o i m pl e m e nt  b o d y  w or n  c a m er as  b y  p oli c e  offi c ers is  w a y  o v er d u e.
P ortl a n d is  b e hi n d  m ost if  n ot  all  citi es  of si mil ar si z e i n  d oi n g s o.  R e gr ett a bl y  p ast
cit y  c o u n cils  w er e  c o w e d  b y  p oli c e  u ni o n l e a d ers hi p  w hi c h  h as s u c c e e d e d i n
o p p osi n g t his, st alli n g  p ast  eff orts.

 K u d os t o t h os e  p oli c e  offi c ers  w h o s u p p ort t his t o ol  as  o n e  m or e st e p t o  a d d
i nf or m ati o n  o n f ast  m o vi n g,  c o nt e nti o us i nt er a cti o ns  of  citi z e ns  wit h  m e m b ers  of
t h e  p oli c e  es p e ci all y i n  us e  of f or c e sit u ati o ns.  T h e  p er c e pti o n  of  a l a c k  of
a c c o u nt a bilit y  will  b e  mi ni mi z e d. It  will  c o ntri b ut e t o  c al mi n g  c o m m u nit y r el ati o ns
t o  h a v e t his s yst e m  o p er ati o n al.

I f ull y s u p p ort i m pl e m e nti n g  a  b o d y c a m s yst e m as s o o n  as f e asi bl e.  St arti n g it  as  a
pil ot  will  all o w fi n e t u ni n g its  pr o visi o ns.  T h er e s h o ul d  b e  pr o visi o ns f or  a)  offi c ers
N O T  b e  p er mitt e d t o  pr e vi e w t h e  c a m er a r e c or d  b ef or e  writi n g t h eir r e p orts  a n d  b)
it o u g ht  n ot  b e  p er mitt e d f or  offi c ers t o t ur n t h e  c a m er as  off,  es p e ci all y  i n  us e  of
f or c e  c as es.

 T his  pil ot  m ust  ali g n  wit h  pr o gr essi v e  p oli c e  a d mi nistr ati o n  a n d  c o m m u nit y
p oli ci n g  pri n ci pl es  or  P ortl a n d  will  miss  a n  o p p ort u nit y t o  br e at h e  n e w lif e i nt o  a
p oli c e f or c e t h at  h as  n ot  k e pt  p a c e  wit h  e x e m pl ar y  d e p art m e nts  ar o u n d t h e  n ati o n.  

S o m e  of  us  ar e  e a g er t o s e e  P ortl a n d i n t h e  n ati o n al  n e ws  as  a  bri g ht  e x a m pl e  of  a n
ur b a n  p oli ci n g t ur n ar o u n d.

T h a n k  y o u f or  m o vi n g f or w ar d  wit h  p oli c e  b o d y  c a m er as i n  P ortl a n d.
I n g a  Fis h er  Willi a ms
J o h ns  L a n di n g,  P ortl a n d

mailto:ifisherw@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: C hri s  G ott s h all

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: B o d y  W or n  C a m er a  A g e n d a It e m  4/ 2 6

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  9: 3 3: 3 0  A M

Gr e eti n gs,  

I str o n gl y s u p p ort  b o d y  c a m er as f or  o ur  p oli c e f or c e.  T h e  c urr e nt  pr o p os al f or t h e  b o d y  w or n
c a m er a  pil ot  pr o gr a m t h at i n cl u d es  c a v e ats f or  us e  of f or c e i n ci d e nts s o u n ds r e as o n a bl e t o  m e
c o m p ar e d t o  pr o gr a ms i n  ot h er  citi es, i n cl u di n g t h os e  u n d er  D OJ  a d mi nistr ati o n  or r uli n gs. It
ali g ns  wit h  ot h er j uris di cti o ns i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  as t o  n ot  b e  c o nf usi n g t o j ur ors,
pr os e c ut ors, j u d g es,  et c.  w h e n tr yi n g  c as es fr o m  all  o v er t h e  c o u nt y i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y
c o urt s yst e m.  T h a n k  y o u f or  v oti n g  y es t o  a p pr o v e t his  pil ot  pr o gr a m  as  c urr e ntl y  writt e n  a n d
a gr e e d  u p o n  b y  all  p arti es i n v ol v e d.  

T h a n k  y o u,
C hris  G otts h all
P ortl a n d,  O R  9 7 2 0 9

mailto:chris.gottshall@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: M ar g o  H o w ell

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: B o d y  W or n  C a m er a  A g e n d a It e m

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  1 0: 2 3: 4 1  A M

Gr e eti n g s,

T h e  c urr e nt  pr o p o s al f or t h e  b o d y  w or n  c a m er a  pil ot  pr o gr a m t h at i n cl u d e s  c a v e at s
f or  u s e  of f or c e i n ci d e nt s  s o u n d s r e a s o n a bl e t o  m e  c o m p ar e d t o  pr o gr a m s i n  ot h er
citi e s, i n cl u di n g t h o s e  u n d er  D O J  a d mi ni str ati o n  or r uli n g s.   It  ali g n s  wit h  ot h er
j uri s di cti o n s i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  a s t o  n ot  b e  c o nf u si n g t o j ur or s,  pr o s e c ut or s,
j u d g e s,  et c.  w h e n tr yi n g  c a s e s fr o m  all  o v er t h e  c o u nt y i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  c o urt
s y st e m.   T h a n k  y o u f or  v oti n g " y e s" t o t hi s  pil ot  pr o gr a m  a s  c urr e ntl y  writt e n  a n d
a gr e e d  u p o n  b y  all  p arti e s i n v ol v e d.

T h a n k s!

M ar g o  H o w ell

mailto:margohpdx@yahoo.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: L e vi  Fr e c h ett e

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: B o d y  W or n  C a m er a  A g e n d a It e m  4/ 2 6

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  1 0: 4 1: 0 6  A M

Gr e eti n gs,

T h e  c urr e nt  pr o p os al f or t h e  b o d y  w or n  c a m er a  pil ot  pr o gr a m t h at i n cl u d es  c a v e ats f or  us e  of f or c e i n ci d e nts s o u n ds
r e as o n a bl e t o  m e  c o m p ar e d t o  pr o gr a ms i n  ot h er  citi es, i n cl u di n g t h os e  u n d er  D OJ  a d mi nistr ati o n  or r uli n gs. It
ali g ns  wit h  ot h er j uris di cti o ns i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  as t o  n ot  b e  c o nf usi n g t o j ur ors,  pr os e c ut ors, j u d g es,  et c.  w h e n
tr yi n g  c as es fr o m  all  o v er t h e  c o u nt y i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  c o urt s yst e m.  T h a n k  y o u f or  v oti n g  y es t o  a p pr o v e t his
pil ot  pr o gr a m  as  c urr e ntl y  writt e n  a n d  a gr e e d  u p o n  b y  all  p arti es i n v ol v e d.

T h a n k  y o u,
L e vi  F

mailto:frechettelevi@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: E d u ar d o  V a s q u e z

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: B o d y  W or n  C a m er a  A g e n d a It e m  4/ 2 6

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  1 1: 4 1: 3 1  A M

T o t h e  m e m b er s  of t h e  P ortl a n d  Cit y  C o u n cil,

T hi s  m e s s a g e i s i n  s u p p ort  of t h e  pr o p o s e d  b o d y- w or n  c a m er a  pil ot  pr o gr a m f or t h e  P ortl a n d  P oli c e
B ur e a u.  T h e  pr o p o s e d  pil ot i n cl u d e s r e a s o n a bl e  pr o vi si o n s f or  u s e  of f or c e i n ci d e nt s t h at  ar e  ali g n e d  wit h
s u c c e s sf ul  pr o gr a m s i n  pl a c e i n  ot h er  citi e s, i n cl u di n g t h o s e  wit h  D O J  a d mi ni str ati o n  or r uli n g s.  T h e
pr o p o s al  al s o  ali g n s  wit h  c urr e nt  pr a cti c e s i n  ot h er j uri s di cti o n s t h at  w or k  wit h t h e  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y
c o urt  s y st e m.  T hi s  e n s ur e s  e q uit a bl e tr e at m e nt  w hil e  a v oi di n g  c o nf u si o n  a m o n g  pr o s e c ut or s, j ur or s,
j u d g e s,  et c.  w h o  ar e  d e ali n g  wit h  c a s e s t hr o u g h o ut t h e  c o u nt y. 

A s l e a d er s, I  ur g e  y o u t o  b e  s k e pti c al  of t h e  m oti v ati o n s  of  o p p o n e nt s  t o t hi s  pr o gr a m  a s  pr o p o s e d.  T h er e
i s  a  v o c al/ vi ol e nt  mi n orit y t h at  s e e k s t o  a v oi d  b ei n g i d e ntifi e d  w hil e  c o m mitti n g  a ct s  of i nti mi d ati o n,
vi ol e n c e,  a n d  pr o p ert y  d e str u cti o n i n  or d er t o  s u p pr e s s t h o s e t h e y  di s a gr e e  wit h  a n d i m p o s e t h eir  o w n
i d e ol o gi e s  o n t h e g e n er al  p u bli c.  B o d y  w or n  c a m er a s  b y t h e  p oli c e i s  a t o ol t h at t h e s e  a git at or s  d o  n ot
w a nt t o  s e e  c o m e i nt o  u s e  b e c a u s e it  c o ul d  m a k e t h e m  b e  s e e n.  

T h a n k  y o u f or  v oti n g t o  a p pr o v e t hi s  pil ot  pr o gr a m  a s  c urr e ntl y  writt e n  a n d  a gr e e d  u p o n  b y  all  p arti e s
i n v ol v e d.

E V

mailto:dumdumvasquez@proton.me
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: k ell y l a n s p a

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: B o d y  W or n  C a m er a  A g e n d a It e m  4/ 2 6

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  1 2: 0 6: 5 1  P M

Gr e eti n g s,  T h e  c urr e nt  pr o p o s al f or t h e  b o d y  w or n  c a m er a  pil ot  pr o gr a m t h at i n cl u d e s  c a v e at s f or  u s e  of
f or c e i n ci d e nt s  s o u n d s r e a s o n a bl e t o  m e  c o m p ar e d t o  pr o gr a m s i n  ot h er  citi e s, i n cl u di n g t h o s e  u n d er
D O J  a d mi ni str ati o n  or r uli n g s. It  ali g n s  wit h  ot h er j uri s di cti o n s i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  a s t o  n ot  b e
c o nf u si n g t o j ur or s,  pr o s e c ut or s, j u d g e s,  et c.  w h e n tr yi n g  c a s e s fr o m  all  o v er t h e  c o u nt y i n  M ult n o m a h
C o u nt y  c o urt  s y st e m.  T h a n k  y o u f or  v oti n g  y e s t o  a p pr o v e t hi s  pil ot  pr o gr a m  a s  c urr e ntl y  writt e n  a n d
a gr e e d  u p o n  b y  all  p arti e s i n v ol v e d.  T h a n k  y o u,

mailto:kellylanspa@yahoo.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: Vi k ki  P a y n e

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: T E S TI M O N Y  A G E N D A I T E M  3 3 5  P O LI C E  B O D Y  C A M E R A  PI L O T  P R O G R A M

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  1: 3 6: 4 3  P M

Gr e eti n g s,

T h e  c urr e nt  pr o p o s al f or t h e  b o d y  w or n  c a m er a  pil ot  pr o gr a m t h at i n cl u d e s  c a v e at s
f or  u s e  of f or c e i n ci d e nt s  s o u n d s r e a s o n a bl e t o  m e  c o m p ar e d t o  pr o gr a m s i n  ot h er
citi e s, i n cl u di n g t h o s e  u n d er  D O J  a d mi ni str ati o n  or r uli n g s. It  ali g n s  wit h  ot h er
j uri s di cti o n s i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  a s t o  n ot  b e  c o nf u si n g t o j ur or s,  pr o s e c ut or s,
j u d g e s,  et c.  w h e n tr yi n g  c a s e s fr o m  all  o v er t h e  c o u nt y i n t h e  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  c o urt
s y st e m.

T h a n k  y o u f or  v oti n g  y e s t o  a p pr o v e t hi s  pil ot  pr o gr a m  a s  c urr e ntl y  writt e n  a n d  a gr e e d
u p o n  b y  all  p arti e s i n v ol v e d.

T h a n k  y o u,

Vi k ki  P a y n e

mailto:vikki_payne@yahoo.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: R a c h el  R o b ert s

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k

S u bj e c t: Cit y  c o u n cil  a g e n d a it e m  # 3 3 5  b o d y  c a m er a s f or  p oli c e

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  1: 4 0: 3 9  P M

Hi:
T o  Cit y  C o u n cil: T h e  c urr e nt  pr o p o s al f or t h e  b o d y  w or n  c a m er a  pil ot  pr o gr a m t h at i n cl u d e s 
c a v e at s f or  u s e  of f or c e i n ci d e nt s  s o u n d s r e a s o n a bl e t o  m e  c o m p ar e d t o  pr o gr a m s i n  ot h er 
citi e s, i n cl u di n g t h o s e  u n d er  D O J  a d mi ni str ati o n  or r uli n g s. It  ali g n s  wit h  ot h er j uri s di cti o n s 
i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  a s t o  n ot  b e  c o nf u si n g t o j ur or s,  pr o s e c ut or s, j u d g e s,  et c.  w h e n tr yi n g 
c a s e s fr o m  all  o v er t h e  c o u nt y i n  M ult n o m a h  C o u nt y  c o urt  s y st e m.  T h a n k  y o u f or  v oti n g  y e s 
t o  a p pr o v e t hi s  pil ot  pr o gr a m  a s  c urr e ntl y  writt e n  a n d  a gr e e d  u p o n  b y  all  p arti e s i n v ol v e d.

- R a c h el  R o b ert s,  N E  4 6t h  A v e,  P ortl a n d

mailto:r_dine@icloud.com
mailto:councilclerk@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: B o b  W ei n st ei n

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: It e m  3 3 5:  B o d y  c a m er a  p oli c y

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  1: 5 9: 5 3  P M

I  writ e i n  s u p p ort  of t h e  pr o p o s e d  b o d y  c a m er a  p oli c y f or t h e  P ortl a n d  P oli c e  B ur e a u.

1.   It i s  a  g o o d  c o m pr o mi s e.  B ot h t h e  cit y  a n d t h e  P P A  n e g oti at e d i n  g o o d f ait h,  a n d t h e r e s ult i s  a f air  a n d
s e n si bl e  p oli c y.

2.    M o st  m aj or  citi e s  wit h  b o d y  c a m er a s i n  u s e  h a v e  b o d y  c a m er a  p oli ci e s  w hi c h  all o w f or t h e r e vi e w  b y
offi c er s  pri or t o  writi n g r e p ort s,  wit h  e x c e pti o n s  oft e n  m a d e  w h e n  d e a dl y f or c e  w a s  u s e d.

3.    T h e  U. S.  J u sti c e  D e p art m e nt' s  o w n l a w  e nf or c e m e nt  a g e n ci e s, i n cl u di n g  b ot h t h e  F e d er al  B ur e a u  of
I n v e sti g ati o n  a n d t h e  U. S.  M ar s h al s  S er vi c e,  all o w f or l a w  e nf or c e m e nt  a g e nt s t o r e vi e w  c a m er a f o ot a g e
pri or t o  m a ki n g  writt e n r e p ort s,  a g ai n, I  b eli e v e,  wit h  diff er e nt  pr o c e d ur e s  w h e n  d e a dl y f or c e  h a s  b e e n
u s e d.

4.    H a vi n g  b o d y  c a m er a s i m pl e m e nt e d i n  P ortl a n d  will  b ot h i n cr e a s e  a c c o u nt a bilit y  of,  a n d  p u bli c
c o nfi d e n c e i n, t h e  P ortl a n d  p oli c e.    F or  e x a m pl e, t h er e  w a s  a r e c e nt  s h o oti n g  n e ar  S al e m  o n I- 5 i n v ol vi n g
a n  Or e g o n  St at e  P oli c e  offi c er.  T h e  b o d y  c a m er a f o ot a g e  of t h at  offi c er  cl e arl y  s h o w e d t h at t h e  offi c er
w a s fir st fir e d  u p o n  b y  a  vi ol e nt i n di vi d u al,  a n d  o nl y t h e n  di d t h e  offi c er r et ur n t h e fir e  a n d  kill t h e  p er s o n.  
Wit h o ut  s u c h f o ot a g e,  s o m e  p e o pl e  mi g ht  h a v e  q u e sti o n e d t h e f a ct s  of t h e  m att er.    Wit h t h e f o ot a g e
a v ail a bl e, t h er e i s  n o  q u e sti o n  a s t o  w h et h er t h e  u s e  of  d e a dl y f or c e  w a s j u stifi e d.

B o b  W ei n st ei n
P ortl a n d

mailto:bobalaska@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: S a n d y  C h u n g

T o: C o u n cil  Cl er k  –  T e sti m o n y

C c: S a n d y  C h u n g

S u bj e c t: A C L U O R -  P P B  B o d y  C a m er a  P oli c y  T e sti m o n y ( 4. 2 6. 2 3). p df

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y,  A pril  2 6,  2 0 2 3  2: 2 1: 3 9  P M

A t t a c h m e n t s: i m a g e 0 0 3. p n g
A C L U O R -  P P B  B o d y  C a m er a  P oli c y  T e sti m o n y ( 4. 2 6. 2 3). p df

I m p o r t a n c e: Hi g h

H ell o,  att a c h e d is  writt e n t esti m o n y fr o m t h e  A C L U  of  Or e g o n  o n  A g e n d a It e m  3 3 5  –  “ A ut h ori z e  a

L ett er  of  A gr e e m e nt  wit h t h e  P ortl a n d  P oli c e  Ass o ci ati o n  a n d t h e  P ortl a n d  P oli c e  C o m m a n d  Offi c ers

Ass o ci ati o n t o  a d o pt  a  B o d y  W or n  C a m er a  P oli c y f or t h e  P ortl a n d  P oli c e  B ur e a u ( E m er g e n c y

Or di n a n c e) ”  –  o n t his  aft er n o o n’s  Cit y  C o u n cil  a g e n d a.

 

T h a n k  y o u,

S a n d y  C h u n g

 

 

 

S a n d y  C h u n g
P r o n o u n s:  s h e,  h e r
 
E x e c u ti v e  Di r e c t o r
A m e ri c a n  Ci vil  Li b e rti e s  U ni o n  of  O r e g o n
P. O.  B o x  4 0 5 8 5  P o rtl a n d,  O R  9 7 2 4 0
( 9 7 1) 3 5 8- 2 0 1 7 |  s c h u n g @ a cl u- o r. o r g
a cl u- o r. o r g      

 

 

O r e g o n’ s l e gi sl ati v e  s e s si o n i s  h e r e!  M a k e  a n i m p a c t  wi t h  u s.   S u p p o rt  o u r
p oli c y  a g e n d a  a n d  g et  c o n n e ct e d  b y  vi siti n g  o u r  2 0 2 3  L e gi sl ati v e  S e s si o n  h u b .
 

 

 

mailto:SChung@aclu-or.org
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:SChung@aclu-or.org
mailto:schung@aclu-or.org
http://www.aclu.org/
http://www.facebook.com/acluoforegon
http://www.twitter.com/ACLU_OR
https://www.aclu-or.org/en/campaigns/2023-legislative-session-hub
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https://www.aclu-wa.org/story/%C2%A0will-body-cameras-help-end-police-violence%C2%A0

https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/research-body-worn-cameras-and-law-enforcement

https://www.cnn.com/2014/12/04/us/eric-garner-ferguson-body-cameras-debate/index.html

https://www.aclu.org/other/police-body-mounted-cameras-right-policies-place-win-all
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https://www.aclu.org/other/police-body-mounted-cameras-right-policies-place-win-all
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https://www.aclu-wa.org/story/%C2%A0will-body-cameras-help-end-police-violence%C2%A0
https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/research-body-worn-cameras-and-law-enforcement
https://www.cnn.com/2014/12/04/us/eric-garner-ferguson-body-cameras-debate/index.html
https://www.aclu.org/other/police-body-mounted-cameras-right-policies-place-win-all
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