
F r o m: Cl air e Br y a n

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: A g e n d a it e m 3 0 9 ( 4- 1 9- 2 3)

D a t e: S u n d a y, A pril 1 6, 2 0 2 3 1 0: 0 4: 5 5 P M

I  wis h t o s u b mit t esti m o n y t h at I d o n ot w el c o m e Ur b a n Al c h e m y t o P ortl a n d O R t o m a n a g e h o us el ess n ess.

I a m a M ult n o m a h v oti n g r esi d e nt, a n d f e el t h at t his will b e a n ot h er m o n e y si n k wit h o ut a ct u all y h el pi n g t h e
sit u ati o n.

S e nt fr o m m y i P h o n e, t y p os h a p p e n.....

mailto:clairebryan1981@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: K ati e St e p h e n s

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: 4/ 1 9/ 2 3 A g e n d a It e m 3 0 9 Writt e n T e sti m o n y

D a t e: M o n d a y, A pril 1 7, 2 0 2 3 1 2: 4 8: 3 7 P M

H ell o,
W hil e I' m u n a bl e t o pr o vi d e v er b al t esti m o n y  t his w e e k, pl e as e s e e writt e n t esti m o n y i n
r e g ar ds t o a g e n d a it e m 3 0 9 f or t h e cit y c o u n cil m e eti n g o n 4/ 1 9/ 2 3. 

As a n i n p ati e nt h os pit al s o ci al w or k er wit n essi n g t h e d etri m e nt al p h ysi c al, m e nt al a n d
e m oti o n al eff e cts of h o m el ess n ess o n a d ail y b asis, I h a v e si g nifi c a nt  c o n c er ns a b o ut t h e cit y's
pl a n t o p a y Ur b a n Al c h e m y $ 1 0 milli o n a y e ar t o m o nit or  S af e R est Vill a g es. T h er e h a v e b e e n
n u m er o us c o m pl ai nts  a g ai nst Ur b a n Al c h e m y i n ot h er citi es f or mis c o n d u ct t h at l e a v e
P ortl a n d ers a c c essi n g s er vi c es i n S af e R est Vill a g es v ul n er a bl e t o m or e a b us e a n d tr a u m a. I
w o ul d ur g e y o u t o r e c o nsi d er h o w  f ar t h at $ 1 0 milli o n p er y e ar c o ul d g o t o w ar ds w or ki n g wit h
e xisti n g n o n- pr ofit or g a ni z ati o ns i n t h e cit y t h at alr e a d y h a v e tr ust wit h t h e c o m m u nit y  i nst e a d
of bri n gi n g i n t his o utsi d e or g a ni z ati o n. T h at m o n e y c o ul d b e s p e nt t o w ar ds p er m a n e nt
h o usi n g  a n d s o ci al s er vi c es t h at a d dr ess t h e r o ot c a us es of h o m el ess n ess r at h er t h a n w asti n g it
o n a n u n n e c ess ar y, e x or bit a ntl y o v er pri c e d "s er vi c e ".  

T h a n k y o u,  
K ati e St e p h e ns, L C S W  

mailto:katiejo424@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: E mil y

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: Writt e n T e sti m o n y f or 4/ 1 9 ( A g e n d a It e m 3 0 9)

D a t e: T u e s d a y, A pril 1 8, 2 0 2 3 8: 4 7: 5 9 A M

M y n a m e is E mil y a n d I a m a r esi d e nt of P ortl a n d w h o c ar es d e e pl y f or o ur u n h o us e d
n ei g h b ors. Si n c e C o m missi o n er G o n z al e z h as i nst at e d a t e nt a n d t ar p distri b uti o n b a n I' v e h a d
t o b u y t e nts o n m y o w n as Str e et R es p o ns e c a n n o l o n g er h el p o ut. R e all y w h at I w a nt a n d
w h at o ur u n h o us e d n ei g h b ors w a nt ar e n ot t e nts - it's a ct u al h o usi n g!

I a m o p p os e d t o Ur b a n Al c h e m y. A n d I a m o p p os e d t o usi n g $ 5 0 milli o n d oll ars t o c o ntr a ct
Ur b a n Al c h e m y t o r u n m ass e n c a m p m e nts. Wit h t h at $ 5 0 milli o n d oll ars w e c o ul d pr o vi d e
a ct u al lit er al h o usi n g f or 4 7 3 p e o pl e f or fi v e y e ars at t h e 1- b e dr o o m m ar k et r at e. W e c o ul d
f u n d pr o gr a ms s u c h as E vi cti o n R e pr es e nt ati o n f or all f or 4 y e ars. I a m o p p os e d t o n ot j ust
Ur b a n Al c h e m y - b ut a n y ot h er or g a ni z ati o n t h at tri es t o c o ntr a ct f or t h es e m ass e n c a m p m e nts.
J ust li k e i n t h e n a m e f or t h e a g e n d a it e m - t h es e m ass e n c a m p m e nts ar e t e m p or ar y s h elt er
s er vi c es - n ot a ct u al h o usi n g s ol uti o ns! List e n t o t h e p u bli c's o p p ositi o n t o Ur b a n Al c h e m y.
A n d list e n t o t h e p u bli c's o p p ositi o n t o t h es e m ass e n c a m p m e nts.  

O ur u n h o us e d n ei g h b ors d es er v e a ct u al h o usi n g. A n d o ur t a x p a y er d oll ars s h o ul d b e us e d t o
a d dr ess r o ot c a us es a n d s yst e mi c s ol uti o ns. I ur g e m y r e pr es e nt ati v es t o v ot e n o o n A g e n d a
It e m 3 0 9. 

mailto:emilyransomlofquist@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: K at M a h o n e y

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: C o u n cil A g e n d a A pril 1 9, 2 0 2 3 - Writt e n T e sti m o nt f or it e m: 3 0 9

D a t e: T u e s d a y, A pril 1 8, 2 0 2 3 1 1: 2 5: 0 3 A M

A t t a c h m e n t s: 4 1 9 2 0 2 3 _ T e sti m o n y _ 3 0 9 _ K A T. d o c x. p df

Pl e as e fi n d att a c h e d m y writt e n t esti m o n y r e g ar di n g 

3 0 9

* A ut h ori z e Pri c e A gr e e m e nt t o p ur c h as e t e m p or ar y s h elt er o p er ati o n s er vi c es f or a m o u nt n ot t o e x c e e d $ 5 0 milli o n
o v er fi v e y e ars ( E m er g e n c y Or di n a n c e)
I ntr o d u c e d b y   M a y or T e d W h e el er
B ur e a u   M a n a g e m e nt a n d Fi n a n c e   R e v e n u e a n d Fi n a n ci al S er vi c es

K at M a h o n e y
pr o n o u ns: s h e/ h er
A cti n g E x e c uti v e Dir e ct or
k at @sist ers oft h er o a d. or g

6 1 8 N W D a vis 
P ortl a n d O R 9 7 2 0 9

mailto:kat@sistersoftheroad.org
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
https://www.portland.gov/council/documents/ordinance/authorize-agreement-temporary-shelter-operation-services
https://www.portland.gov/council/documents/ordinance/authorize-agreement-temporary-shelter-operation-services
mailto:kat@sistersoftheroad.org



618 NW Davis, Portland, OR 97209
Main: 503-222-5694
Sisteroftheroad.org


Via Email: cctestimony@portlandoregon.gov


To: Portland City Council Members - Mayor Ted Wheeler, Carmen Rubio, Mingus
Mapps, Dan Ryan, Rene Gonzales


Agenda: Item 309: Emergency Ordinance - *Authorize Price Agreement to purchase
temporary shelter operation services for amount not to exceed $50 million over five years


Date: April 16, 2023


Position: Oppose the emergency ordinance and contract with Urban Alchemy


Dear City Council,


I am Kat Mahoney, the Executive Director of Sisters of the Road. Sisters has operated in
the Old Town neighborhood since 1979 and is best known for its nonprofit cafe. Sisters is
also a social justice organization that seeks to empower and educate people to find their
voice and advocate for systemic change. We are driven by our values and philosophies
which are relationship based and community centered.


Today, I am writing to oppose the emergency ordinance and invest in solutions that will
address the issue of being homeless. The temporary shelters and encampments in this
contract are band aids at best and do not serve the people who you seek to place there.
These will simply hide the problem with inadequate services and leave folks with few
alternatives for other solutions.


You may have seen our post on social media that pointed out what $50 million could be
used for instead:
• You could provide housing for 473 people for 5 years at the 1 bedroom market rate.
• You could fund programs like Eviction Representation For All which seeks to give
people access to the justice system and a fair trial.


• You could have funded Sister of the Road for the last 43 years.


Homelessness is a systemic problem that needs systemic solutions


Study after study has unanimously pointed towards housing as a step towards assisting
those who are living unsheltered. Did you know that Finland has virtually eliminated
street homelessness and reduced housing costs for all its residents at the same time? The
success of the Finnish housing model employed a strategy where the state government
provided financial subsidies for both the supply side (construction of homes) and the
demand side (renter or homebuyer assistance). The counties provided land for affordable
housing in exchange for infrastructure funding and other land use support. This







stabilization of housing creates safety and opportunity for those who need other services
without the stressors of a shelter environment.


Housing first involves providing people with assistance in finding and obtaining safe,
secure and permanent housing as quickly as possible. Key to this strategy is that
individuals and families are not required to first demonstrate that they are ‘ready’ for
housing. Housing is not conditional on sobriety or abstinence. It is a human centered
approach and a rights-based approach that emphasizes choice in terms of housing and
supports. It also supports recovery, going beyond just meeting basic needs, for those who
suffer from addiction.


Learning about the root cause is the first step towards creating long term solutions. The
most common reasons someone may end up living unsheltered are:
• Being trapped in poverty with stagnant wages and rising costs of home ownership, rent,
and other necessities.


• Difficulty finding employment and being unemployed for long periods of time due to
circumstances beyond their control.


• Lack of affordable housing. Portland’s average rent for a 1 and 2 bedroom apartment is
$2,529 according to KOIN’s article from Sept 13, 2022. Portlanders would need a
salary around $100,000 to afford the average rent.


• Lack of affordable healthcare. Many people are uninsured or underinsured. One serious
injury or accident could push an individual or family to living unsheltered.


• Lack of mental health and addiction services. A lack of stable housing also exacerbates
mental health and addiction issues. Without treatment services, it is very difficult for
someone to break the cycle.


• Racial disparity. Minoritized people experience homelessness at a higher rate than the
white population. According to research from the National Alliance to End
Homelessness, black Americans are 3 times more likely to lose housing. Native
Hawaiians, Pacific Islanders, and Indigenous Americans are also disproportionately
affected. The reasons why are based in racial inequalities such as racial discrimination
in housing and incarceration.


• Domestic violence. To escape domestic violence, people will flee their homes without
a plan. If they don’t have a place to stay, they can end up living in cars, moving from
shelter to shelter, or on the street.


Invest in solutions geared towards these inequalities that will ideally stop someone from
ending up without a home. Invest in long term, systemic solutions. Give people back
their dignity. Homelessness is systemic and stubborn. Go to the root.


Thank you for your time,


Kat Mahoney
Executive Director
Sisters of the Road
Kat@sistersoftheroad.org



mailto:Kat@sistersoftheroad.org





6 1 8 N W D a vis, P ortl a n d, O R 9 7 2 0 9
M ai n: 5 0 3- 2 2 2- 5 6 9 4

Sist er oft h er o a d. or g

Vi a E m ail: c ct esti m o n y @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v

T o : P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil M e m b ers - M a y or Te d W h e el er, C ar m e n R u bi o, Mi n g us
M a p ps, D a n R y a n, R e n e G o n z al es

A g e n d a: It e m 3 0 9: E m er g e n c y Or di n a n c e - * A ut h ori z e Pri c e A gr e e m e nt t o p ur c h as e
t e m p or ar y s h elt er o p er ati o n s er vi c es f or a m o u nt n ot t o e x c e e d $ 5 0 milli o n o v er fi v e y e ars

D at e: A pril 1 6, 2 0 2 3

P ositi o n : O p p os e t h e e m er g e n c y or di n a n c e a n d c o ntr a ct wit h Ur b a n Al c h e m y

D e ar Cit y C o u n cil,

I a m K at M a h o n e y, t h e E x e c uti v e Dir e ct or of Sist ers of t h e R o a d. Sist ers h as o p er at e d i n
t h e Ol d T o w n n ei g h b or h o o d si n c e 1 9 7 9 a n d is b est k n o w n f or its n o n pr ofi t c af e. Sist ers is
als o a s o ci al j usti c e or g a ni z ati o n t h at s e e ks t o e m p o w er a n d e d u c at e p e o pl e t o fi n d t h eir
v oi c e a n d a d v o c at e f or s yst e mi c c h a n g e. We ar e dri v e n b y o ur v al u es a n d p hil os o p hi es
w hi c h ar e r el ati o ns hi p b as e d a n d c o m m u nit y c e nt er e d.

T o d a y, I a m writi n g t o o p p os e t h e e m er g e n c y or di n a n c e a n d i n v est i n s ol uti o ns t h at will
a d dr ess t h e iss u e of b ei n g h o m el ess. T h e t e m p or ar y s h elt ers a n d e n c a m p m e nts i n t his
c o ntr a ct ar e b a n d ai ds at b est a n d d o n ot s er v e t h e p e o pl e w h o y o u s e e k t o pl a c e t h er e.
T h es e will si m pl y hi d e t h e pr o bl e m wit h i n a d e q u at e s er vi c es a n d l e a v e f ol ks wit h f e w
alt er n ati v es f or ot h er s ol uti o ns.

Yo u m a y h a v e s e e n o ur p ost o n s o ci al m e di a t h at p oi nt e d o ut w h at $ 5 0 milli o n c o ul d b e
us e d f or i nst e a d:
• Yo u c o ul d pr o vi d e h o usi n g f or 4 7 3 p e o pl e f or 5 y e ars at t h e 1 b e dr o o m m ar k et r at e.
• Yo u c o ul d f u n d pr o gr a ms li k e E vi cti o n R e pr es e nt ati o n F or All w hi c h s e e ks t o gi v e

p e o pl e a c c ess t o t h e j usti c e s yst e m a n d a f air tri al.
• Yo u c o ul d h a v e f u n d e d Sist er of t h e R o a d f or t h e l ast 4 3 y e ars.

H o m el ess n ess is a s yst e mi c p r o bl e m t h at n e e ds s yst e mi c s ol uti o ns

St u d y aft er st u d y h as u n a ni m o usl y p oi nt e d t o w ar ds h o usi n g as a st e p t o w ar ds assisti n g
t h os e w h o ar e li vi n g u ns h elt er e d. Di d y o u k n o w t h at Fi nl a n d h as virt u all y eli mi n at e d
str e et h o m el ess n ess a n d r e d u c e d h o usi n g c osts f or all its r esi d e nts at t h e s a m e ti m e ? T h e
s u c c ess of t h e Fi n nis h h o usi n g m o d el e m pl o y e d a str at e g y w h er e t h e st at e g o v er n m e nt
pr o vi d e d fi n a n ci al s u bsi di es f or b ot h t h e s u p pl y si d e ( c o nstr u cti o n of h o m es) a n d t h e
d e m a n d si d e (r e nt er or h o m e b u y er assist a n c e). T h e c o u nti es pr o vi d e d l a n d f or a ff or d a bl e
h o usi n g i n e x c h a n g e f or i nfr astr u ct ur e f u n di n g a n d ot h er l a n d us e s u p p ort. T his



st a bili z ati o n of h o usi n g cr e at es s af et y a n d o p p ort u nit y f or t h os e w h o n e e d ot h er s er vi c es
wit h o ut t h e str ess ors of a s h elt er e n vir o n m e nt.

H o usi n g fi rst i n v ol v es pr o vi di n g p e o pl e wit h assist a n c e i n fi n di n g a n d o bt ai ni n g s af e,
s e c ur e a n d p er m a n e nt h o usi n g as q ui c kl y as p ossi bl e. K e y t o t his str at e g y is t h at
i n di vi d u als a n d f a mili es ar e n ot r e q uir e d t o fi rst d e m o nstr at e t h at t h e y ar e ‘r e a d y’ f or
h o usi n g. H o usi n g is n ot c o n diti o n al o n s o bri et y or a bsti n e n c e. It is a h u m a n c e nt er e d
a p pr o a c h a n d a ri g hts- b as e d a p pr o a c h t h at e m p h asi z es c h oi c e i n t er ms of h o usi n g a n d
s u p p orts. It als o s u p p orts r e c o v er y, g oi n g b e y o n d j ust m e eti n g b asi c n e e ds, f or t h os e w h o
s u ff er fr o m a d di cti o n.

L e ar ni n g a b o ut t h e r o ot c a us e is t h e fi rst st e p t o w ar ds cr e ati n g l o n g t er m s ol uti o ns. T h e
m ost c o m m o n r e as o ns s o m e o n e m a y e n d u p li vi n g u ns h elt er e d ar e:
• B ei n g tr a p p e d i n p o v ert y wit h st a g n a nt w a g es a n d risi n g c osts of h o m e o w n ers hi p, r e nt,

a n d ot h er n e c essiti es.
• Diffi c ult y fi n di n g e m pl o y m e nt a n d b ei n g u n e m pl o y e d f or l o n g p eri o ds of ti m e d u e t o

cir c u mst a n c es b e y o n d t h eir c o ntr ol.
• L a c k of aff or d a bl e h o usi n g. P ortl a n d’s a v er a g e r e nt f or a 1 a n d 2 b e dr o o m a p art m e nt is

$ 2, 5 2 9 a c c or di n g t o K OI N’s arti cl e fr o m S e pt 1 3, 2 0 2 2. P ortl a n d ers w o ul d n e e d a
s al ar y ar o u n d $ 1 0 0, 0 0 0 t o a ff or d t h e a v er a g e r e nt.

• L a c k of aff or d a bl e h e alt h c ar e. M a n y p e o pl e ar e u ni ns ur e d or u n d eri ns ur e d. O n e s eri o us
i nj ur y or a c ci d e nt c o ul d p us h a n i n di vi d u al or f a mil y t o li vi n g u ns h elt er e d.

• L a c k of m e nt al h e alt h a n d a d di cti o n s er vi c es. A l a c k of st a bl e h o usi n g als o e x a c er b at es
m e nt al h e alt h a n d a d di cti o n iss u es. Wit h o ut tr e at m e nt s er vi c es, it is v er y di ffi c ult f or
s o m e o n e t o br e a k t h e c y cl e.

• R a ci al dis p arit y. Mi n oriti z e d p e o pl e e x p eri e n c e h o m el ess n ess at a hi g h er r at e t h a n t h e
w hit e p o p ul ati o n. A c c or di n g t o r es e ar c h fr o m t h e N ati o n al Alli a n c e t o E n d
H o m el ess n ess, bl a c k A m eri c a ns ar e 3 ti m es m or e li k el y t o l os e h o usi n g. N ati v e
H a w aii a ns, P a ci fi c Isl a n d ers, a n d I n di g e n o us A m eri c a ns ar e als o dis pr o p orti o n at el y
a ff e ct e d. T h e r e as o ns w h y ar e b as e d i n r a ci al i n e q u aliti es s u c h as r a ci al dis cri mi n ati o n
i n h o usi n g a n d i n c ar c er ati o n.

• D o m esti c vi ol e n c e. T o es c a p e d o m esti c vi ol e n c e, p e o pl e will fl e e t h eir h o m es wit h o ut
a pl a n. If t h e y d o n’t h a v e a pl a c e t o st a y, t h e y c a n e n d u p li vi n g i n c ars, m o vi n g fr o m
s h elt er t o s h elt er, or o n t h e str e et.

I n v est i n s ol uti o ns g e ar e d t o w ar ds t h es e i n e q u aliti es t h at will i d e all y st o p s o m e o n e fr o m
e n di n g u p wit h o ut a h o m e. I n v est i n l o n g t er m, s yst e mi c s ol uti o ns. Gi v e p e o pl e b a c k
t h eir di g nit y. H o m el ess n ess is s yst e mi c a n d st u b b or n. G o t o t h e r o ot.

T h a n k y o u f or y o ur ti m e,

K at M a h o n e y
E x e c uti v e Dir e ct or
Sist ers of t h e R o a d
K at @sist ers oft h er o a d. or g

mailto:Kat@sistersoftheroad.org


F r o m: J ar g o n S c ott

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: t e sti m o n y f or A g e n d a it e m 3 0 9, A pril 1 9, 2 0 2 3

D a t e: T u e s d a y, A pril 1 8, 2 0 2 3 5: 5 4: 2 3 P M

A n a p pr o pri ati o n of $ 5 0 milli o n f or t h e c urr e ntl y- pr o p os e d t e m p or ar y s h elt er o p er ati o n is
u n c o ns ci o n a bl y irr es p o nsi bl e. T h at s u m of m o n e y c a n b e s p e nt f ar m or e eff e cti v el y o n s yst e m
r o ot c a us e iss u es, s u c h as r e nt st a bili z ati o n, e vi cti o n r e pr es e nt ati o n i n c o urt, f o o d pr o gr a ms, or
e v e n c as h b e n efits. It w o ul d b e f ar c h e a p er a n d m or e eff e cti v e t o s p e n d t h at m o n e y o n m ar k et-
r at e h o usi n g a n d s u p p orti v e s er vi c es. Es p e ci all y c o nsi d eri n g t h e tr o u bli n g r e c or d of Ur b a n
Al c h e m y at ot h er sit es, t h er e is n o r e as o n w h y w e s h o ul d s u p p ort t his mis g ui d e d a n d
p erf or m ati v e a cti o n. T h e s ol uti o n t o a h o usi n g crisis is m or e h o usi n g! W e n e e d r e al h o usi n g
a n d r e al s er vi c es, n ot m ulti- milli o n d oll ar sit es f or t e nts o n p al ett es.

J os h H etri c k
P ortl a n d, Or e g o n

mailto:jargon.scott.mail@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: J e s si Pr e sl e y- Gr u si n

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: It e m n o. 3 0 9

D a t e: T u e s d a y, A pril 1 8, 2 0 2 3 6: 1 1: 4 9 P M

Writt e n t esti m o n y o n it e m n o. 3 0 9:
T o w h o m it m a y c o n c er n,
  I a m writi n g t o as k t h at y o u wit h dr a w c o nsi d er ati o n of Ur b a n Al c h e m y f or m a n a gi n g t h e
pr o p os e d m ass e n c a m p m e nt at S E Gi d e o n, a n d o p p os e a n y eff ort t o p art n er wit h t h e m i n t h e
f ut ur e. Ur b a n Al c h e m y h as a p o or tr a c k r e c or d i n cl u di n g: a g e n er al l a c k of a d e q u at e tr ai ni n g
f or t h eir e m pl o y e es, w a g e t h eft a n d ot h er l a b or r el at e d all e g ati o ns, ass a ult a n d distri b uti o n of
dr u gs, a n d a n o v er w h el mi n g f ail ur e t o s e c ur e p er m a n e nt h o usi n g f or t h e r esi d e nts of t h e sit es
t h e y alr e a d y m a n a g e. Ur b a n Al c h e m y as w ell as t h e cit y of P ortl a n d h a v e f ail e d t o a d dr ess a n y
of t h es e c o n c er ns i n t h e c o m m u nit y m e eti n gs s urr o u n di n g t his pl a n of a cti o n. Wit h o ut s p e cifi c
a n d m e as ur e a bl e pr ot o c ols i n pl a c e t o a v oi d r e p e ati n g t h eir misst e ps, Ur b a n Al c h e m y will
c o nti n u e t o f ail o ur c o m m u niti es a n d will o nl y h ei g ht e n o ur o n g oi n g str u g gl es s urr o u n di n g
h o us el ess n ess.
A d diti o n all y, w e h a v e b ett er w or ki n g alt er n ati v es alr e a d y i n pl a c e t h at w o ul d b e n efit fr o m t h e
f u n ds pr o p os e d, a n d t h at w o ul d a ct u all y pr o d u c e t h e d esir e d r es ults of g etti n g a n d k e e pi n g
m or e p e o pl e h o us e d w er e t h e y gi v e n a d e q u at e fi n a n ci al s u p p ort. C o ns ulti n g a n y n u m b er of t h e
l o c al or g a ni z ati o ns c urr e ntl y w or ki n g t o eli mi n at e h o us el ess n ess w o ul d pr o vi d e y o u wit h a
d e art h of c a us es w ort h s u p p orti n g. Pl e as e r e c o nsi d er y o ur pl a n t o hir e o n Ur b a n Al c h e m y, at
mi ni m u m u ntil t h e y h a v e a r e al pl a n t o c orr e ct c o urs e.
T h a n k y o u f or y o ur ti m e,
J essi Pr esl e y- Gr usi n  

mailto:jessipresleygrusin@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: d a vi d. b olli n g er

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: Writt e n T e sti m o n y f or 4/ 1 9 ( A g e n d a It e m 3 0 9)

D a t e: T u e s d a y, A pril 1 8, 2 0 2 3 9: 5 3: 4 2 P M

M y n a m e i s D a vi d a n d I a m a r e si d e nt of P ortl a n d w h o c ar e s d e e pl y f or o ur u n h o u s e d n ei g h b or s.

I a m o p p o s e d t o Ur b a n Al c h e m y. A n d I a m o p p o s e d t o u si n g $ 5 0 milli o n d oll ar s t o c o ntr a ct Ur b a n
Al c h e m y t o r u n m a s s e n c a m p m e nt s. Wit h t h at $ 5 0 milli o n d oll ar s w e c o ul d pr o vi d e a ct u al lit er al
h o u si n g f or 4 7 3 p e o pl e f or fi v e y e ar s at t h e 1- b e dr o o m m ar k et r at e. W e c o ul d f u n d pr o gr a m s s u c h
a s E vi cti o n R e pr e s e nt ati o n f or all f or 4 y e ar s. I a m o p p o s e d t o n ot j u st Ur b a n Al c h e m y - b ut a n y
ot h er or g a ni z ati o n t h at tri e s t o c o ntr a ct f or t h e s e m a s s e n c a m p m e nt s. J u st li k e i n t h e n a m e f or t h e
a g e n d a it e m - t h e s e m a s s e n c a m p m e nt s ar e t e m p or ar y s h elt er s er vi c e s - n ot a ct u al h o u si n g
s ol uti o n s! Li st e n t o t h e p u bli c' s o p p o siti o n t o Ur b a n Al c h e m y. A n d li st e n t o t h e p u bli c' s o p p o siti o n
t o t h e s e m a s s e n c a m p m e nt s. 

O ur u n h o u s e d n ei g h b or s d e s er v e a ct u al h o u si n g. A n d o ur t a x p a y er d oll ar s s h o ul d b e u s e d t o
a d dr e s s r o ot c a u s e s a n d s y st e mi c s ol uti o n s. I ur g e m y r e pr e s e nt ati v e s t o v ot e n o o n A g e n d a It e m
3 0 9.  

S e nt wit h Pr ot o n M ail  s e c ur e e m ail.

mailto:david.bollinger@protonmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
https://proton.me/


F r o m: c hri sti n e b or d e n

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: C o u n cil It e m # 3 0 9: ur b a n al c h e m y b u d g et

D a t e: T u e s d a y, A pril 1 8, 2 0 2 3 1 0: 2 5: 4 5 P M

H ell o I' m a P ortl a n d r esi d e nt w h o is f ort u n at e e n o u g h t o h a v e m y o w n h o us e wit h a b at hr o o m a n d a c o z y b e d t o
sl e e p i n a n d b e dr y e v er y ni g ht. It br e a ks m y h e art t o s e e s o m a n y n ei g h b ors s uff eri n g wit h o ut h o usi n g a n d s u p p ort.
I h a v e t w o a d ult c hil dr e n a n d if t h e y t ol d m e t h at t h e y w er e t a ki n g e n o u g h m o n e y t o r e nt a n a p art m e nt i n t h e s u b ur bs
a n d i nst e a d b u yi n g a t e nt o n a p all et wit h s o m e r e nt a c o ps t o g u ar d t h e m, I w o ul d t ell t h e m t h at I l o v e t h e m b ut it's
t h e st u pi d est pl a n I' v e e v er h e ar d.

I D O N O T L O V E O U R CI T Y G O V E R N M E N T. T h e y ar e h o ar di n g t h e m o n e y f or t h eir p ers o n al s e c urit y s yst e ms
a n d n ot gi vi n g o ur t a x m o n e y t o t h e p e o pl e w h o n e e d it m ost-t h e u n d ers er v e d, m ar gi n ali z e d c o m m u nit y m e m b ers
w h o n e e d a h el p a n d h o m e.
I' m as h a m e d of t h e c h oi c es t h at T e d W h e el er, R e n e G o n z al es a n d Mi n g us M a p ps ar e m a ki n g wit h m y t a x d oll ars.
T his pl a n wit h Ur b a n Al c h e m y is cr u el a n d i n a n e.
B u y h o usi n g wit h t h at m o n e y, a n d u ntil t h at is a v ail a bl e, gi v e a w a y m or e t e nts!

H a v e a p e a c ef ul d a y
C B or d e n
P ortl a n d

mailto:xtyb@me.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: Ti m M c C or mi c k

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: writt e n t e sti m o n y f or Cit y C o u n cil m e eti n g 2 0 2 3- 0 4- 1 9. 9: 3 0 a m, It e m # 3 0 9

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y, A pril 1 9, 2 0 2 3 4: 0 0: 5 8 A M

A t t a c h m e n t s: H o u si n g- Alt er n ati v e s-t e sti m o n y _ P D X- c o u n cil _ 2 0 2 3- 0 4- 1 9 _It e m- 3 0 9. p df

Pl e as e fi n d att a c h e d m y writt e n t esti m o n y, s u b mitt e d o n b e h alf of H o usi n g Alt er n ati v es
N et w or k, f or P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil m e eti n g 2 0 2 3- 0 4- 1 9, 9: 3 0 a m, It e m # 3 0 9. It's als o
a v ail a bl e o nli n e, li n k e d fr o m t h e p a g e at  htt p://t m c c or mi c k. or g/ writi n g/t e m p- alt er n ati v e-
s h elt er-sit es , i n c as e t h at's h el pf ul. 

Pl e as e c o nfir m t h at t his t esti m o n y w as r e c ei v e d, a n d h as b e e n m a d e p art of t h e p u bli c r e c or d.
If p ossi bl e, c a n y o u l et m e k n o w if t h er e's a offi ci al pl a c e w h er e it c a n b e li n k e d t o / vi e w e d
o nli n e ?  

F yi, I a m als o si g n e d u p t o gi v e s p o k e n t esti m o n y at t h e m e eti n g. I e x p e ct it will b e b asi c all y a
s h ort er v ersi o n of t his l ett er, a n d I pl a n t o e m ail c o u n cil cl er k @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v  t o r e q u est
t h at t his l ett er m a y b e dis pl a y e d b y m e ( or b y t h e cl er k) w hil e I t estif y, t o pr o vi d e
a c c o m p a n yi n g vis u al pr es e nt ati o n.    
t h a n ks, Ti m

--
Ti m M c C or mi c k
H o usi n g Alt er n ati v es N et w or k
htt p:// h o usi n g alt er n ati v es. n et
+ 1 5 0 3. 3 3 4. 1 8 9 4.  
Vi d e o: m e et.t m c c or mi c k. or g
t m c c or mi c k. or g/ / @t m c c or mi c k

mailto:tmccormick@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
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http://tmccormick.org/writing/temp-alternative-shelter-sites
mailto:councilclerk@portlandoregon.gov
http://housingalternatives.net/
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http://tmccormick.org/
https://twitter.com/tmccormick



 Date:  April 19. 2023 


 From:  Tim McCormick 
 Director, Housing Alternatives Network 


 To:  Mayor Wheeler, Portland City Council members, and City staff 


 Subj:  Testimony for  April 19th City Council meeting  ,  Item #309  . 
 (available online at:  tmccormick.org/writing/temp-alternative-shelter-sites  ) 


 Dear Mayor & Councilmembers, 


 My name is Tim McCormick, and I'm the director of  Housing Alternatives Network  in Portland. I'd like 
 to ask you today to imagine, for Temporary Alternative Shelter sites and future affordable housing, 
 seeding  a new, locally developed approach, and a different path than just temporary 'pod' products  : 
 what we could call the  Portland PAD, or Portable Affordable Dwelling  . 


 This proposal stems from & weaves together work done over many years by and with various 
 non-profits and builders on new, low-cost shelter and housing approaches. Particularly, as opened up 
 by new Portland & Oregon legislation, e.g.  Shelter to Housing Continuum  , and HB 2001 (  2019  &  2023  ). 


 We need approaches old, new, fast, and many, because we have a huge civic challenge before us — 
 including finding bridges out of deep polarization, fear, and frustration. 


 I believe we have before us not just a crisis, but a tremendous  opportunity  to birth, out of this acute 
 and embattled situation, uniquely Portland, transformative responses; and to bridge our chasms. 


 What if we ask, what is the  shelter / housing 
 equivalent of the Portland food cart  : portable, 
 adaptable, launchpad for affordable & 
 cutting-edge food, and for creative urban 
 change? They aren't just cheaper, smaller 
 restaurants, but are the adaptive, leading edge 
 of our food scene, which everyone loves and 
 people travel from around the world to see. 



https://www.portland.gov/council/agenda#toc-wednesday-april-19-2023-9-30-am-

https://www.portland.gov/council/documents/ordinance/authorize-agreement-temporary-shelter-operation-services

http://tmccormick.org/writing/temp-alternative-shelter-sites

http://housingalternatives.net/

http://s2hc.pdxshelterforum.org/

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019R1/Measures/Overview/HB2001

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2001





 Or consider what would be  the housing equivalents of  the  Portland Loo  — that ingenious, 
 internationally deployed product of, and ambassador for, Portland and its unique problem-solving 
 ability. Its slogans:  "Unique Solution to a Universal Problem"  , and  "Designed by the city, for the city." 


 What if we today build upon the amazing,  2016  POD Initiative  that brought the city's advocacy, 
 houseless, and design communities together to design beautiful and smart shelter PODS? 


 What if, we creatively developed this as a new, intermediate rung in our response: a rapidly 
 deployable, movable, very low-cost, shelter that's upgradeable to & siteable as permanent housing, 
 e.g. a cottage cluster or as backyard cottage. Joining and complementing the  Mass Casitas 
 innovative single-family housing program ramping up at  Port of Portland's T2  with  Hacienda CDC  ? 



https://portlandloo.com/

https://www.dwell.com/article/how-tiny-pods-are-the-future-for-portlands-houseless-community-657aa4a5

https://www.salazarch.com/blog/mass-casitas-modular-housing

https://haciendacdc.org/





 Experienced non-profits in Portland have, over years, nurtured the seeds for such a transformative 
 Portland approach. For example, laws now allow rapid development of "Outdoor Shelter" type villages, 
 where sites and/or units can highly cost-effectively, incremental build into permanent affordable 
 housing. This is being built, today, in Portland, at costs comparable to pallet shelters, but training and 
 employing formerly unhoused and in-recovery Portlanders. 


 Let's summon leading minds, our better angels, our extraordinary ecology of housing innovators, to 
 weave a new, home-grown creative initiative into the Temporary Alternative Shelter Sites & related 
 programs: the Portland PAD, Portable Affordable Dwelling. "  Good citizens are  the riches of a city  " 


 Tim McCormick 
 Housing Alternatives Network, 
 Portland, OR 
 (503) 334-1894,  housingalternatives.net 



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skidmore_Fountain

http://housingalternatives.net/





 D at e:  A pril 1 9. 2 0 2 3 

 Fr o m:  Ti m M c C or mi c k 

 Dir e ct or, H o u si n g Alt er n ati v e s N et w or k 

 T o:  M a y or W h e el er, P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil m e m b er s, a n d Cit y st aff 

 S u bj:  T e sti m o n y f or  A pril 1 9t h Cit y C o u n cil m e eti n g  ,  It e m # 3 0 9  . 

 ( a v ail a bl e o nli n e at:  t m c c or mi c k. or g / writi n g /t e m p- alt er n ati v e- s h elt er- sit e s  ) 

 D e ar M a y or & C o u n cil m e m b er s, 

 M y n a m e i s Ti m M c C or mi c k, a n d I' m t h e dir e ct or of  H o u si n g Alt er n ati v e s N et w or k  i n P ortl a n d. I' d li k e 

 t o a s k y o u t o d a y t o i m a gi n e, f or T e m p or ar y Alt er n ati v e S h elt er sit e s a n d f ut ur e aff or d a bl e h o u si n g, 

 s e e di n g  a n e w, l o c all y d e v el o p e d a p pr o a c h, a n d a diff er e nt p at h t h a n j u st t e m p or ar y ' p o d' pr o d u ct s  : 

 w h at w e c o ul d c all t h e  P ortl a n d P A D, or P ort a bl e Aff or d a bl e D w elli n g  . 

 T hi s pr o p o s al st e m s fr o m & w e a v e s t o g et h er w or k d o n e o v er m a n y y e ar s b y a n d wit h v ari o u s 

 n o n- pr o fit s a n d b uil d er s o n n e w, l o w- c o st s h elt er a n d h o u si n g a p pr o a c h e s. P arti c ul arl y, a s o p e n e d u p 

 b y n e w P ortl a n d & Or e g o n l e gi sl ati o n, e. g.  S h elt er t o H o u si n g C o nti n u u m  , a n d H B 2 0 0 1 (  2 0 1 9  &  2 0 2 3  ). 

 W e n e e d a p pr o a c h e s ol d, n e w, f a st, a n d m a n y, b e c a u s e w e h a v e a h u g e ci vi c c h all e n g e b ef or e u s — 

 i n cl u di n g fi n di n g bri d g e s o ut of d e e p p ol ari z ati o n, f e ar, a n d fr u str ati o n. 

 I b eli e v e w e h a v e b ef or e u s n ot j u st a cri si s, b ut a tr e m e n d o u s  o p p ort u nit y  t o birt h, o ut of t hi s a c ut e 

 a n d e m b attl e d sit u ati o n, u ni q u el y P ortl a n d, tr a n sf or m ati v e r e s p o n s e s; a n d t o bri d g e o ur c h a s m s. 

 W h at if w e a s k, w h at i s t h e  s h elt er / h o u si n g 

 e q ui v al e nt of t h e P ortl a n d f o o d c art  : p ort a bl e, 

 a d a pt a bl e, l a u n c h p a d f or aff or d a bl e & 

 c utti n g- e d g e f o o d, a n d f or cr e ati v e ur b a n 

 c h a n g e ? T h e y ar e n't j u st c h e a p er, s m all er 

 r e st a ur a nt s, b ut ar e t h e a d a pti v e, l e a di n g e d g e 

 of o ur f o o d s c e n e, w hi c h e v er y o n e l o v e s a n d 

 p e o pl e tr a v el fr o m ar o u n d t h e w orl d t o s e e. 

https://www.portland.gov/council/agenda#toc-wednesday-april-19-2023-9-30-am-
https://www.portland.gov/council/documents/ordinance/authorize-agreement-temporary-shelter-operation-services
http://tmccormick.org/writing/temp-alternative-shelter-sites
http://housingalternatives.net/
http://s2hc.pdxshelterforum.org/
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019R1/Measures/Overview/HB2001
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2001


 Or c o n si d er w h at w o ul d b e  t h e h o u si n g e q ui v al e nt s of  t h e  P ortl a n d L o o  — t h at i n g e ni o u s, 

 i nt er n ati o n all y d e pl o y e d pr o d u ct of, a n d a m b a s s a d or f or, P ortl a n d a n d it s u ni q u e pr o bl e m- s ol vi n g 

 a bilit y. It s sl o g a n s:  " U ni q u e S ol uti o n t o a U ni v er s al Pr o bl e m"  , a n d  " D e si g n e d b y t h e cit y, f or t h e cit y." 

 W h at if w e t o d a y b uil d u p o n t h e a m a zi n g,  2 0 1 6  P O D I niti ati v e  t h at br o u g ht t h e cit y' s a d v o c a c y, 

 h o u s el e s s, a n d d e si g n c o m m u niti e s t o g et h er t o d e si g n b e a utif ul a n d s m art s h elt er P O D S ? 

 W h at if, w e cr e ati v el y d e v el o p e d t hi s a s a n e w, i nt er m e di at e r u n g i n o ur r e s p o n s e: a r a pi dl y 

 d e pl o y a bl e, m o v a bl e, v er y l o w- c o st, s h elt er t h at' s u p gr a d e a bl e t o & sit e a bl e a s p er m a n e nt h o u si n g, 

 e. g. a c ott a g e cl u st er or a s b a c k y ar d c ott a g e. J oi ni n g a n d c o m pl e m e nti n g t h e  M a s s C a sit a s 

 i n n o v ati v e si n gl e-f a mil y h o u si n g pr o gr a m r a m pi n g u p at  P ort of P ortl a n d' s T 2  wit h  H a ci e n d a C D C  ? 

https://portlandloo.com/
https://www.dwell.com/article/how-tiny-pods-are-the-future-for-portlands-houseless-community-657aa4a5
https://www.salazarch.com/blog/mass-casitas-modular-housing
https://haciendacdc.org/


 E x p eri e n c e d n o n- pr o fit s i n P ortl a n d h a v e, o v er y e ar s, n urt ur e d t h e s e e d s f or s u c h a tr a n sf or m ati v e 

 P ortl a n d a p pr o a c h. F or e x a m pl e, l a w s n o w all o w r a pi d d e v el o p m e nt of " O ut d o or S h elt er" t y p e vill a g e s, 

 w h er e sit e s a n d / or u nit s c a n hi g hl y c o st- eff e cti v el y, i n cr e m e nt al b uil d i nt o p er m a n e nt aff or d a bl e 

 h o u si n g. T hi s i s b ei n g b uilt, t o d a y, i n P ortl a n d, at c o st s c o m p ar a bl e t o p all et s h elt er s, b ut tr ai ni n g a n d 

 e m pl o yi n g f or m erl y u n h o u s e d a n d i n-r e c o v er y P ortl a n d er s. 

 L et' s s u m m o n l e a di n g mi n d s, o ur b ett er a n g el s, o ur e xtr a or di n ar y e c ol o g y of h o u si n g i n n o v at or s, t o 

 w e a v e a n e w, h o m e- gr o w n cr e ati v e i niti ati v e i nt o t h e T e m p or ar y Alt er n ati v e S h elt er Sit e s & r el at e d 

 pr o gr a m s: t h e P ortl a n d P A D, P ort a bl e Aff or d a bl e D w elli n g. "  G o o d citi z e n s ar e  t h e ri c h e s of a cit y  " 

 Ti m M c C or mi c k 

 H o u si n g Alt er n ati v e s N et w or k, 

 P ortl a n d, O R 

 ( 5 0 3) 3 3 4- 1 8 9 4,  h o u si n g alt er n ati v e s. n et 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skidmore_Fountain
http://housingalternatives.net/


F r o m: a n ni e

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: a g e n d a it e m 3 0 9

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y, A pril 1 9, 2 0 2 3 7: 4 1: 3 3 A M

W e s h o ul d b e usi n g cit y m o n e y t o h o us e p e o pl e a n d pr o vi d e dir e ct
s er vi c es, n ot f or q u esti o n a bl e a g e n ci es fr o m o ut of st at e.

P a y f or h ot el r o o ms, pr e v e nt e vi cti o ns; d o nt b uil d c a m ps.

N o o n Ur b a n Al c h e m y.

a n ni e c a p est a n y

mailto:cabeckstany@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: Bri a n S Elli s

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: It e m 3 0 9/ Ur b a n Al c h e m y C o ntr a ct

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y, A pril 1 9, 2 0 2 3 9: 0 5: 5 6 A M

Cit y C o u n cil;

W hil e t his e m ail is pr o b a bl y t o o l at e, a n d t h e v ot e o n f u n di n g f or Ur b a n Al c h e m y is a
f or e g o n e c o n cl usi o n, I w a nt e d t o e x pr ess w h at a p o or us e of f u n ds t his c o ntr a ct is.

F or t h e a m o u nt of m o n e y s p e nt o n t his Ur b a n Al c h e m y c o ntr a ct it w o ul d b e a c h e a p er a n d
m or e effi ci e nt  us e of cit y d oll ars t o si m pl y gi v e t his m o n e y t o o ur h o us el ess n ei g h b ors a n d
all o w t h e m t o r e nt m ot el r o o ms. W hi c h w o ul d als o r es ult i n b ett er li vi n g c o n diti o ns f or t h os e
i n v ol v e d. B ut t h e f a ct of t h e m att er is t h at t his cit y c o u n cil is s o o bs ess e d wit h p u nis hi n g t h e
h o m el ess f or b ei n g h o m el ess, t h at utilit ari a n alt er n ati v es es c a p e t h e m. It is n ot e n o u g h t o
si m pl y b e u nf e eli n g/i n diff er e nt t o t h es e h o us el ess p e o pl e, w e n o w h a v e a gr o u p of p e o pl e i n
c h ar g e of cit y d oll ars w h o ar e o bs ess e d  wit h w asti n g m o n e y t o e ns ur e t h at t h e i m p o v eris h e d
citi z e ns of P ortl a n d ar e a cti v el y h ar m e d.

B e y o n d t his o bs essi o n wit h p u nis hi n g t h e h o m el ess, it is stri ki n g h o w e a g er t h e cit y is t o
e n g a g e wit h o ut- of-st at e b usi n ess es wit h p o or r e c or ds a n d p o or o ut c o m es w h o n e v ert h el ess
h a v e g o o d m ar k eti n g ? I n p arti c ul ar, it is t h e m a y or w h o s e e ms t h e m ost br a n d c o ns ci o us, a n d
it is str a n g e t o t hi n k of a c o n- m a n w h o t h e ms el v es c a n n ot r e c o g ni z e a s c a m w h e n it is
pr es e nt e d t o t h e m. W hil e Ur b a n Al c h e m y m a y h a v e a fi n el y t u n e d e xt eri or, it is a n ot h er
h oll o w c or p or ati o n w h o i nt e n ds t o r u n a p o orl y m a n a g e d a n d littl e r e g ul at e d o p e n- air pris o n.
O n e t h at I a m s ur e will a b us e t h e p e o pl e w h o ar e f or c e d t o st a y t h er e, a n d I' m s ur e, w h e n t h e
ti m e c o m es, t h e cit y c o u n cil will f ei g n s ur pris e w h e n h o m el ess P ortl a n d ers r ef us e t o st a y
t h er e.

Pl e as e d o n ot d o t his.

Bri a n St e p h e n Ellis.
             
-- 
( h e/t h e y)

mailto:brian.s.ellis@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: A n d y Ol s hi n

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: F w d: A Ol s hi n T e sti m o n y A g e n d a It e m 3 0 9

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y, A pril 1 9, 2 0 2 3 1 0: 2 8: 5 5 A M

A t t a c h m e n t s: A Ol s hi n T e sti m o n y Cli nt o n Tri a n gl e. p df
A T T 0 0 0 0 1. ht m

Cit y C o u n cil Cl er k

G o o d m or ni n g.  
Att a c h e d pl e as e fi n d a c o p y of t h e t esti m o n y I will b e pr es e nti n g t o d a y o n It e m 3 0 9.  I will
bri n g c ol or c o pi es t o distri b ut e t o C o u n cil pr es e nt i n- p ers o n a n d w o ul d a p pr e ci at e y o ur
f or w ar di n g it t o t h os e p arti ci p ati n g r e m ot el y. 

T h a n ks,  
A n d y Ols hi n

B e gi n f or w ar d e d m ess a g e:

F r o m:  A n d y Ols hi n < a n dr e w. ols hi n @ c o m c ast. n et >
D at e:  A pril 1 9, 2 0 2 3 at 1 0: 0 3: 1 7 A M P D T
T o:  pri nt a n d g o @f e d e x. c o m
S u bj e ct:  A Ols hi n T esti m o n y Cli nt o n T ri a n gl e
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Wednesday, April 19th Testimony by Andrew Olshin, Founder and Exefutive
Director of Cascvadia Clusters. Please feel free to contact him with any
questions @ (503) 407-8494 or Andrew.OlshinComcast.net. Than you


My name is Andy Olshin. Thank you all for your public service. Special thanks to
Commissioner Ryan for his determined, uphill efforts to develop the Safe Rest Villages -
thank you brother and thank you for honoring the memory of Nick Fish - and to Mayor
Wheeler for remembering that our sidewalks, parks and other public spaces belong to
all Portlanders - and for mbringing Urban Alchemy to our City.


I am the Founder and Executive Director of Cascadia Clusters - a 6 year old 501(c)(3)
nonprofit. We develop and implement collaborative non-profit, faith, foundation and
private sector housing-related projects focused on training houseless individuals in the
construction trades. Sometimes we include local government - although that tends to
slow things down.


We are here today to enthusiastically and optimistically express our support for what we
see as a new and improved entry point to our affordable housing continuum. We have
met and spoken with representatives of Urban Alchemy and believe they will meet our
houseless neighbors where they are at, respect who they are and share their
experience, strength and hope with them. In other words. They get it.


We believe this can work at scale, as proposed by Urban Alchemy. Why? Three
reasons, 1. Under this contract six new villages will be operated and managed by
people who have lived experience in poverty and homelessness, addiction and
incarceration; 2. Because smaller, intentional, self-governed communities have worked
and continue to work in Portlandia - Dignity Village, R2DToo and Hazelnut Grove AND,
3. Urban Alchemy has already shown an openness and willingness to partner with
locally grown organizations that have been working and living on our streets.


We are also here to point out a missing piece in the agreement between Urban Alchemy
and the City and offer a solution.


The 50+ page agreement requires Urban Alchemy to meet and report on its efforts to
connect residents with employment yet does not provide any resources for them to do
so.


We’d like to help. If welcomed by Urban Alchemy, we will donate a 25 foot enclosed
tractor trailer to them and work with them to quickly convert it into a mobile, sheltered
woodshop and solar microgrid workshop for residents of the Clinton Triangle village.







This 8’ high, 7 ½’ wide x 25’ long workshop could itself be heated and lit with a solar
microgrid we would build in partnership with the Clinton Triangle villagers.


In addition to solar microgrids, the woodshop could be used to teach villagers how to
build stick-built furniture for the villages including picnic tables, planter boxes for
gardens and mini-benches or storage boxes for use in homes and around the village.


It could be operated as an on-site “sheltered workshop” program offering residents an
opportunity to be paid “by the piece”.


Here are some pictures of items built by some of our houseless trainees:


2-top picnic tables.







Hand-made tiny house benches made by a CC Trainee using scrap 2x4’s


Sober CC Trainee sitting in Unit #1 at a desk he helped build on top opf a floor he
helped install etc.







Cascadia Clusters Construction Trainer Bob Brimmer standing on the ladder/stairs he
designed and built for Unit #1.







A Cascadia Clusters Trainee “skinning” Unit #2 at the 12 & 12 Village on Glisan we are
currently building in partnership with City Team and the Arabic Life Church (16001 NE
Glisan). All materials were donated by Woodland Wood Connections.







Solar powered micro grid built by CC Trainee who lived on “the streets” for 10 years.







Level platform with tiny house subfloor for Unit 2 at the 12 & 12 Village.








Thanks, 
Andy Olshin





W e d n e s d a y, A pril 1 9t h T e sti m o n y b y A n dr e w Ol s hi n, F o u n d er a n d E x ef uti v e

Dir e ct or of C a s c v a di a Cl u st er s. Pl e a s e f e el fr e e t o c o nt a ct hi m wit h a n y

q u e sti o n s @ ( 5 0 3) 4 0 7- 8 4 9 4 or A n dr e w. Ol s hi n C o m c a st. n et. T h a n y o u

M y n a m e i s A n d y Ol s hi n. T h a n k y o u all f or y o ur p u bli c s er vi c e. S p e ci al t h a n k s t o

C o m mi s si o n er R y a n f or hi s d et er mi n e d, u p hill eff ort s t o d e v el o p t h e S af e R e st Vill a g e s -

t h a n k y o u br ot h er a n d t h a n k y o u f or h o n ori n g t h e m e m or y of Ni c k Fi s h - a n d t o M a y or

W h e el er f or r e m e m b eri n g t h at o ur si d e w al k s, p ar k s a n d ot h er p u bli c s p a c e s b el o n g t o

all P ortl a n d er s - a n d f or m bri n gi n g Ur b a n Al c h e m y t o o ur Cit y.

I a m t h e F o u n d er a n d E x e c uti v e Dir e ct or of C a s c a di a Cl u st er s - a 6 y e ar ol d 5 0 1( c)( 3)

n o n pr ofit. W e d e v el o p a n d i m pl e m e nt c oll a b or ati v e n o n- pr ofit, f ait h, f o u n d ati o n a n d

pri v at e s e ct or h o u si n g-r el at e d pr oj e ct s f o c u s e d o n tr ai ni n g h o u s el e s s i n di vi d u al s i n t h e

c o n str u cti o n tr a d e s. S o m eti m e s w e i n cl u d e l o c al g o v er n m e nt - alt h o u g h t h at t e n d s t o

sl o w t hi n g s d o w n.

W e ar e h er e t o d a y t o e nt h u si a sti c all y a n d o pti mi sti c all y e x pr e s s o ur s u p p ort f or w h at w e

s e e a s a n e w a n d i m pr o v e d e ntr y p oi nt t o o ur aff or d a bl e h o u si n g c o nti n u u m. W e h a v e

m et a n d s p o k e n wit h r e pr e s e nt ati v e s of Ur b a n Al c h e m y a n d b eli e v e t h e y will m e et o ur

h o u s el e s s n ei g h b or s w h er e t h e y ar e at, r e s p e ct w h o t h e y ar e a n d s h ar e t h eir

e x p eri e n c e, str e n gt h a n d h o p e wit h t h e m. I n ot h er w or d s. T h e y g et it.

W e b eli e v e t hi s c a n w or k at s c al e, a s pr o p o s e d b y Ur b a n Al c h e m y. W h y ? T hr e e

r e a s o n s, 1. U n d er t hi s c o ntr a ct si x n e w vill a g e s will b e o p er at e d a n d m a n a g e d b y

p e o pl e w h o h a v e li v e d e x p eri e n c e i n p o v ert y a n d h o m el e s s n e s s, a d di cti o n a n d

i n c ar c er ati o n; 2. B e c a u s e s m all er, i nt e nti o n al, s elf- g o v er n e d c o m m u niti e s h a v e w or k e d

a n d c o nti n u e t o w or k i n P ortl a n di a - Di g nit y Vill a g e, R 2 D T o o a n d H a z el n ut Gr o v e A N D,

3. Ur b a n Al c h e m y h a s alr e a d y s h o w n a n o p e n n e s s a n d willi n g n e s s t o p art n er wit h

l o c all y gr o w n or g a ni z ati o n s t h at h a v e b e e n w or ki n g a n d li vi n g o n o ur str e et s.

W e ar e al s o h er e t o p oi nt o ut a mi s si n g pi e c e i n t h e a gr e e m e nt b et w e e n Ur b a n Al c h e m y

a n d t h e Cit y a n d off er a s ol uti o n.

T h e 5 0 + p a g e a gr e e m e nt r e q uir e s Ur b a n Al c h e m y t o m e et a n d r e p ort o n it s eff ort s t o

c o n n e ct r e si d e nt s wit h e m pl o y m e nt y et d o e s n ot pr o vi d e a n y r e s o ur c e s f or t h e m t o d o

s o.

W e’ d li k e t o h el p. If w el c o m e d b y Ur b a n Al c h e m y, w e will d o n at e a 2 5 f o ot e n cl o s e d

tr a ct or tr ail er t o t h e m a n d w or k wit h t h e m t o q ui c kl y c o n v ert it i nt o a m o bil e, s h elt er e d

w o o d s h o p a n d s ol ar mi cr o gri d w or k s h o p f or r e si d e nt s of t h e Cli nt o n Tri a n gl e vill a g e.



T hi s 8’ hi g h, 7 ½’ wi d e x 2 5’ l o n g w or k s h o p c o ul d it s elf b e h e at e d a n d lit wit h a s ol ar

mi cr o gri d w e w o ul d b uil d i n p art n er s hi p wit h t h e Cli nt o n Tri a n gl e vill a g er s.

I n a d diti o n t o s ol ar mi cr o gri d s, t h e w o o d s h o p c o ul d b e u s e d t o t e a c h vill a g er s h o w t o

b uil d sti c k- b uilt f ur nit ur e f or t h e vill a g e s i n cl u di n g pi c ni c t a bl e s, pl a nt er b o x e s f or

g ar d e n s a n d mi ni- b e n c h e s or st or a g e b o x e s f or u s e i n h o m e s a n d ar o u n d t h e vill a g e.

It c o ul d b e o p er at e d a s a n o n- sit e “ s h elt er e d w or k s h o p” pr o gr a m off eri n g r e si d e nt s a n

o p p ort u nit y t o b e p ai d “ b y t h e pi e c e”.

H er e ar e s o m e pi ct ur e s of it e m s b uilt b y s o m e of o ur h o u s el e s s tr ai n e e s:

2-t o p pi c ni c t a bl e s.



H a n d- m a d e ti n y h o u s e b e n c h e s m a d e b y a C C Tr ai n e e u si n g s cr a p 2 x 4’ s

S o b er C C Tr ai n e e sitti n g i n U nit # 1 at a d e s k h e h el p e d b uil d o n t o p o pf a fl o or h e

h el p e d i n st all et c.



C a s c a di a Cl u st er s C o n str u cti o n Tr ai n er B o b Bri m m er st a n di n g o n t h e l a d d er/ st air s h e

d e si g n e d a n d b uilt f or U nit # 1.



A C a s c a di a Cl u st er s Tr ai n e e “ s ki n ni n g” U nit # 2 at t h e 1 2 & 1 2 Vill a g e o n Gli s a n w e ar e

c urr e ntl y b uil di n g i n p art n er s hi p wit h Cit y T e a m a n d t h e Ar a bi c Lif e C h ur c h ( 1 6 0 0 1 N E

Gli s a n). All m at eri al s w er e d o n at e d b y W o o dl a n d W o o d C o n n e cti o n s.



S ol ar p o w er e d mi cr o gri d b uilt b y C C Tr ai n e e w h o li v e d o n “t h e str e et s” f or 1 0 y e ar s.



L e v el pl atf or m wit h ti n y h o u s e s u bfl o or f or U nit 2 at t h e 1 2 & 1 2 Vill a g e.



















Ci t y C o u n cil M e e ti n g - W e d n e s d a y, A p ril 1 9, 2 0 2 3 9: 3 0 a. m.

A g e n d a N o. Fi r s t N a m e L a s t N a m e

3 0 9- 0 1 K aitl y n D e y

3 0 9- 0 2 K e el e y Hi g gi n s

3 0 9- 0 3 S a n g a M b a kl e n e

3 0 9- 0 4 Ti m M c C o r mi c k

3 0 9- 0 5 D a vi d Bi k m a n

3 0 9- 0 6 A n d r e w Ol s hi n

3 0 9- 0 7 R h e a H a n n o n

3 0 9- 0 8 M oll y H o g a n

3 0 9- 0 9 b e nj a mi n d 

3 0 9- 1 0 E mil y B o y e r
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