
F r o m: A n n e P e c h o v ni k

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: A m e n d m e nt of P ortl a n d Cit y El e cti o n C o d e

D a t e: M o n d a y, A pril 1 0, 2 0 2 3 5: 2 9: 1 3 P M

M e m b e r s of t h e Ci t y C o u n cil,

I a m a r e si d e n t of n o r t h e a s t P o r tl a n d, w ri ti n g t o u r g e t h a t y o u a p p r o v e t h e a m e n d m e n t t o C o d e C h a p t e r
2. 0 8 - El e c ti o n of C a n di d a t e s. T h e p r o p o s e d c h a n g e s w e r e d e v el o p e d b y t r u s t e d offi ci al s - el e c ti o n
a d mi ni s t r a t o r s a n d a t t o r n e y s - of b o t h M ul t n o m a h C o u n t y a n d t h e Ci t y of P o r tl a n d, b a s e d o n r e s e a r c h a n d
c o m m u ni t y i n p u t. Y o u c a n h a v e c o nfi d e n c e t h a t y o u r y e s v o t e will b e i n a c c o r d a n c e wi t h t h e will of P o r tl a n d
v o t e r s.

T h e o r di n a n c e b ef o r e y o u i s i nf o r m e d b y r e s e a r c h o n el e c ti o n d a t a i n t h e g r o wi n g n u m b e r of j u ri s di c ti o n s
u si n g r a n k e d c h oi c e v o ti n g. R a n k e d C h oi c e V o ti n g R e s o u r c e C e n t e r p r o vi d e d a d vi c e i n i t s d e v el o p m e n t,
b a s e d i n t h ei r b a c k g r o u n d a s f o r m e r el e c ti o n offi ci al s a n d e x p e ri e n c e wi t h h el pi n g t o i m pl e m e n t R C V i n o t h e r
j u ri s di c ti o n s. B e c a u s e I p e r s o n all y p r o vi d e d i n p u t a b o u t m y p e r s p e c ti v e o n R C V t h r o u g h t h e o nli n e s u r v e y
c o n d u c t e d b y ci t y offi ci al s - a n d u r g e d f ri e n d s, n ei g h b o r s, a n d f a mil y t o d o t h e s a m e - I a m al s o c o nfi d e n t
t h a t w h e r e c h oi c e s w e r e p r a c ti c al, t h e p r o p o s al r efl e c t s t h e wi s h e s of P o r tl a n d r e si d e n t s.

Y o u r a p p r o v al of c h a n g e s t o t h e c o d e will b o t h s a ti sf y t h e n e e d s of o u r el e c ti o n offi ci al s t o s u c c e s sf ull y
c o n d u c t f u t u r e el e c ti o n s, a n d will e n a c t t h e will of y o u r c o n s ti t u e n t s, t h e p e o pl e of t h e Ci t y of P o r tl a n d, a s
e x p r e s s e d l a s t N o v e m b e r w h e n M e a s u r e 2 6 - 2 2 8 w a s p a s s e d wi t h a p p r o v al of n e a rl y 5 7 % of v o t e r s.

A s m y r e p r e s e n t a ti v e, I u r g e y o u t o t o w h a t i s n e e d e d t o e n s u r e t h e s u c c e s s of t h e c h a n g e s t o el e c ti o n s a n d
ci t y g o v e r n m e n t. I n t h e n e a r t e r m, t h a t m e a n s a p p r o v al of r e c o m m e n d e d c h a n g e s t o t h e Ci t y C o d e C h a p t e r
2. 0 8. L o n g e r t e r m, t h a t will m e a n p r o vi di n g r o b u s t f u n di n g of v o t e r e d u c a ti o n, p a r ti c ul a rl y i n c o m m u ni ti e s
hi s t o ri c all y u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d i n P o r tl a n d Ci t y g o v e r n m e n t. I n v e s ti n g n o w i n v o t e r e d u c a ti o n will p r o vi d e f o r a
h e al t hi e r P o r tl a n d of t o m o r r o w a s m o r e if i t s ci ti z e n s h a v e a v oi c e i n l o c al g o v e r n m e n t.

T h a n k y o u f o r y o u r s e r vi c e.  

Si n c e r el y,  

P h yli s s A n n P e c h o v ni k
2 0 3 0 N E 4 7 t h A v e n u e
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Pl e as e s e e t h e att a c h e d t esti m o n y f or A g e n d a It e m 2 9 3.

T esti m o n y o n I m pl e m e nti n g R a n k e d C h oi c e V oti n g

A g e n d a It e m 2 9 3

S u b mitt e d b y D e b bi e Kit c hi n, P ortl a n d r esi d e nt

 

T h a n k y o u, M a y or W h e el er a n d C o m missi o n ers, f or t h e o p p ort u nit y t o s p e a k t o d a y a b o ut

i m pl e m e nti n g r a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g. I w as h o n or e d t o b e a p p oi nt e d b y t his b o d y a n d t o h a v e

s er v e d as a m e m b er of t h e P ortl a n d C h art er R e vi e w C o m missi o n. I a m h er e t o d a y t o s u p p ort

t h e a m e n d m e nts t o t h e P ortl a n d Cit y El e cti o ns C o d e. I w a nt t o c o m m e n d t h e w or k a n d

c oll a b or ati o n of t h e Cit y a n d M ult n o m a h C o u nt y st aff a n d t h e r a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g s yst e m

e x p erts t h at d e v el o p e d t his or di n a n c e. It is i n str o n g ali g n m e nt wit h w h at t h e C h art er

C o m missi o n i nt e n d e d a n d w h at v ot ers a p pr o v e d. I ur g e y o u t o v ot e y es t o a p pr o v e.

 

I t hi n k it is v er y i m p ort a nt t o n ot e t h at it w as t h e C h art er C o m missi o n’s i nt e nti o n t o l e a v e

s o m e of t h e p oli c y d et ails r e g ar di n g el e cti o ns u p t o c o d e, t o b e a d o pt e d b y cit y c o u n cil, r at h er

t h a n p utti n g t h e m i n t h e C h art er. T h e Cit y c h art er s er v es as t h e Cit y’s c o nstit uti o n, s o it is at a

v er y hi g h l e v el. It is n ot a p pr o pri at e or pr u d e nt t o p ut e v er yt hi n g a b o ut cit y o p er ati o ns a n d

p oli ci es i n t h e c h art er. T h at w o ul d cr e at e a n o p er ati n g s yst e m t h at w o ul d b e t o o ri gi d a n d n ot

a d a pt a bl e t o c h a n gi n g c o n diti o ns si n c e a n y c h a n g e t o t h e c h art er m ust b e a p pr o v e d b y v ot ers.

T h e ot h er pl a c es t h at p oli ci es a n d r ul es f or cit y o p er ati o ns ar e e x pr ess e d ar e i n c o d e a n d i n

a d mi nistr ati v e r ul es.

 

As a c o m missi o n, w e r e c ei v e d e xt e nsi v e bri efi n gs fr o m Cit y att or n e ys a n d e x p erts o n w h at

b el o n gs i n a c h art er a n d w h at t y p es of d et ails w o ul d b e m or e a p pr o pri at el y r e pr es e nt e d i n

c o d e. I n a d diti o n, at m a n y st e ps i n t h e pr o c ess, w e dis c uss e d as a c o m missi o n h o w t o a c hi e v e

o ur d esir e d o ut c o m es wit hi n t h e c h art er, u n d erst a n di n g t h at s o m e el e m e nts w o ul d b e

a c hi e v e d t hr o u g h c o d e. It c a m e u p oft e n a n d o n a n u m b er of iss u es a n d w as a n o n g oi n g

q u esti o n f or dis c ussi o n. T h e el e cti o n pr o c ess es t h at ar e d es cri b e d i n t h e or di n a n c e b ef or e y o u

ar e a p pr o pri at el y d efi n e d i n c o d e. T his w as t h e C h art er c o m missi o n’s e x p e ct ati o n a n d

i nt e nti o n a n d w as t h e r es ult of c ar ef ul d eli b er ati o n.  A g ai n, I b eli e v e t h e or di n a n c e b ef or e y o u

is i n str o n g ali g n m e nt wit h w h at t h e C h art er A m e n d m e nts c all e d f or.

 

I w o ul d als o li k e t o s a y a f e w w or ds i n s u p p ort of r a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g. O n e of t h e

C o m missi o n’s d esir e d o ut c o m es w as t o h a v e a p arti ci p at or y a n d gr o wi n g d e m o cr a c y wit h

m or e v oi c es b ei n g h e ar d i n el e cti o ns. R a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g all o ws v ot ers t o f ull y e x pr ess t h eir

pr ef er e n c es wit h o ut f e ar t h at t h eir v ot e “ w o n’t c o u nt ” b e c a us e t h eir first c h oi c e is n ot as

mailto:dkitchin@interworksllc.com
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li k el y t o wi n. M a n y v ot ers ar e dis c o ur a g e d b y t h e c urr e nt s yst e m a n d d o n ot f e el m oti v at e d t o

v ot e. F e eli n g t h at t h eir v ot e a n d pr ef er e n c es d o n’t m att er c a n l e a d t o c y ni cis m a n d l a c k of

p arti ci p ati o n. I n cr e asi n g p arti ci p ati o n h el ps o ur c o m m u niti es b e c a us e p e o pl e ar e m or e

i n v est e d i n t h e c o m m u nit y w h e n t h e y f e el t h eir v ot e m att ers. R a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g c a n all o w

p e o pl e t o e x pr ess t h eir f ull pr ef er e n c es. T h a n k y o u f or t h e o p p ort u nit y t o s p e a k.

 

D e b bi e Kit c hi n

I nt er W or ks, L L C

C o m m er ci al T e n a nt I m pr o v e m e nt a n d R e n o v ati o n

E art h Fri e n dl y R e m o d el er

5 0 3- 2 3 3- 3 5 0 0   offi c e

9 7 1- 5 6 3- 0 2 0 8 m o bil e

w w w.i nt er w or ksll c. c o m

w w w.f a c e b o o k. c o m/I nt er W or ks P D X

d kit c hi n @i nt er w or ksll c. c o m
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F r o m: J e n n y L e e

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: T e sti m o n y o n C o u n cil It e m 2 9 3, A pril 1 2

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y, A pril 1 2, 2 0 2 3 4: 0 9: 5 2 P M

A t t a c h m e n t s: C o aliti o n of C o m m u niti e s of C ol or o n P ortl a n d El e cti o n s Or di n a n c e. p df

H ell o,  
Pl e as e s e e att a c h e d f or t esti m o n y fr o m t h e C o aliti o n of C o m m u niti es of C ol or i n s u p p ort of
C o u n cil It e m 2 9 3 s c h e d ul e d f or t h e A pril 1 2, 2 0 2 3 2: 0 0 P M C o u n cil m e eti n g ( A m e n d
P ortl a n d Cit y El e cti o ns C o d e t o i m pl e m e nt r a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g a p pr o v e d b y v ot ers i n
P ortl a n d M e as ur e 2 6- 2 8 8 (r e pl a c e C o d e C h a pt er 2. 0 8)).

F or t h e r e c or d, I a m a r e gist er e d l o b b yist f or t h e C o aliti o n of C o m m u niti es of C ol or.

T h a n k y o u,
J e n n y L e e

-- 
J e n n y L e e

D e p ut y Dir e ct or,  C o aliti o n of C o m m u niti e s of C ol or

A    2 2 1 N W 2 n d A v e., St e 3 0 3 | P ortl a n d, O R 9 7 2 0 9

M   ( 5 0 3) 3 1 7- 1 0 5 8

E    j e n n y @ c o aliti o n c o m m u niti e s c ol or. or g 

W   w w w. c o aliti o n c o m m u niti e s c ol or. or g   
Pr o n o u n s s h e/ h er/ h er s  
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RE: Amend Portland City Elections Code to implement ranked choice voting approved by voters in
Portland Measure 26-288


April 12, 2023


Mayor Wheeler and City Commissioners:


Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding the City of Portland Elections Code. My
name is Jenny Lee, and I’m writing as a registered lobbyist for the Coalition of Communities of Color.
We are an alliance of culturally specific community-based organizations dedicated to cross-cultural
collective action for racial justice. For over twenty years, our coalition has worked to address
institutional racism and economic disparities within our local and state systems and create viable
pathways for communities of color to obtain self-determination, justice, and access to opportunities.


We are part of the coalition of organizations that represent Portland United for Change. For the last
few years, we have engaged with the charter review process very closely, and helped support the
passage of Measure 26-228. We respectfully urge the City to move forward with adopting the
Portland City Elections Code as it is presented to the Council.


Administering these changes now is essential for ensuring that our election officials have the
framework they need to move forward to successfully implementing ranked choice voting elections
on time for the November 2024 election. The elections code sets policy decisions that the Charter
Review Commission purposefully and correctly left out of the charter, to allow for our county
elections administrators, city auditor’s office, and lawyers to finalize details according to best
practice and voter experience.


We are grateful to the staff team who worked to develop the code and how you partnered with
national experts, and looked to other jurisdictions to understand the policy choices they have made
in context with those that Portland had to make. From our perspective, the elections code is
excellent, clear, and sets Portlanders up for success with using ranked choice voting. We encourage
the City to continue seeking information, feedback, and examples of best practices from other
jurisdictions, and from Ranked Choice Voting Resource Center, FairVote, and Democracy Rising, as
well as community organizations. We also urge the City to partner with trusted community
organizations to provide multilingual, multimodal, and culturally-specific outreach to communities
throughout the city to ensure that all Portlanders are comfortable with their ballots come election
day in 2024.


On behalf of the Coalition of Communities of Color, we ask that you adopt the Portland City Elections
Code. Thank you for your work throughout the City’s transition process and your commitment to
successful implementation of Measure 26-228.


Sincerely,


Jenny Lee, Deputy Director
Coalition of Communities of Color







R E: A m e n d P ortl a n d Cit y El e cti o n s C o d e t o i m pl e m e nt r a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g a p pr o v e d b y v ot er s i n

P ortl a n d M e a s ur e 2 6- 2 8 8

A pril 1 2, 2 0 2 3

M a y or W h e el er a n d Cit y C o m mi s si o n er s:

T h a n k y o u f or t h e o p p ort u nit y t o s u b mit t e sti m o n y r e g ar di n g t h e Cit y of P ortl a n d El e cti o n s C o d e. M y
n a m e i s J e n n y L e e, a n d I’ m writi n g a s a r e gi st er e d l o b b yi st f or t h e C o aliti o n of C o m m u niti e s of C ol or.
W e ar e a n alli a n c e of c ult ur all y s p e ci fi c c o m m u nit y- b a s e d or g a ni z ati o n s d e di c at e d t o cr o s s- c ult ur al
c oll e cti v e a cti o n f or r a ci al j u sti c e. F or o v er t w e nt y y e ar s, o ur c o aliti o n h a s w or k e d t o a d dr e s s
i n stit uti o n al r a ci s m a n d e c o n o mi c di s p ariti e s wit hi n o ur l o c al a n d st at e s y st e m s a n d cr e at e vi a bl e
p at h w a y s f or c o m m u niti e s of c ol or t o o bt ai n s elf- d et er mi n ati o n, j u sti c e, a n d a c c e s s t o o p p ort u niti e s.

W e ar e p art of t h e c o aliti o n of or g a ni z ati o n s t h at r e pr e s e nt P ortl a n d U nit e d f or C h a n g e. F or t h e l a st
f e w y e ar s, w e h a v e e n g a g e d wit h t h e c h art er r e vi e w pr o c e s s v er y cl o s el y, a n d h el p e d s u p p ort t h e
p a s s a g e of M e a s ur e 2 6- 2 2 8. W e r e s p e ctf ull y ur g e t h e Cit y t o m o v e f or w ar d wit h a d o pti n g t h e
P ortl a n d Cit y El e cti o n s C o d e a s it i s pr e s e nt e d t o t h e C o u n cil.

A d mi ni st eri n g t h e s e c h a n g e s n o w i s e s s e nti al f or e n s uri n g t h at o ur el e cti o n o ffi ci al s h a v e t h e
fr a m e w or k t h e y n e e d t o m o v e f or w ar d t o s u c c e s sf ull y i m pl e m e nti n g r a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g el e cti o n s
o n ti m e f or t h e N o v e m b er 2 0 2 4 el e cti o n. T h e el e cti o n s c o d e s et s p oli c y d e ci si o n s t h at t h e C h art er
R e vi e w C o m mi s si o n p ur p o s ef ull y a n d c orr e ctl y l eft o ut of t h e c h art er, t o all o w f or o ur c o u nt y
el e cti o n s a d mi ni str at or s, cit y a u dit or’ s o ffi c e, a n d l a w y er s t o fi n ali z e d et ail s a c c or di n g t o b e st
pr a cti c e a n d v ot er e x p eri e n c e.

W e ar e gr at ef ul t o t h e st aff t e a m w h o w or k e d t o d e v el o p t h e c o d e a n d h o w y o u p art n er e d wit h
n ati o n al e x p ert s, a n d l o o k e d t o ot h er j uri s di cti o n s t o u n d er st a n d t h e p oli c y c h oi c e s t h e y h a v e m a d e
i n c o nt e xt wit h t h o s e t h at P ortl a n d h a d t o m a k e. Fr o m o ur p er s p e cti v e, t h e el e cti o n s c o d e i s
e x c ell e nt, cl e ar, a n d s et s P ortl a n d er s u p f or s u c c e s s wit h u si n g r a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g. W e e n c o ur a g e
t h e Cit y t o c o nti n u e s e e ki n g i nf or m ati o n, f e e d b a c k, a n d e x a m pl e s of b e st pr a cti c e s fr o m ot h er
j uri s di cti o n s, a n d fr o m R a n k e d C h oi c e V oti n g R e s o ur c e C e nt er, F air V ot e, a n d D e m o cr a c y Ri si n g, a s
w ell a s c o m m u nit y or g a ni z ati o n s. W e al s o ur g e t h e Cit y t o p art n er wit h tr u st e d c o m m u nit y
or g a ni z ati o n s t o pr o vi d e m ultili n g u al, m ulti m o d al, a n d c ult ur all y- s p e ci fi c o utr e a c h t o c o m m u niti e s
t hr o u g h o ut t h e cit y t o e n s ur e t h at all P ortl a n d er s ar e c o mf ort a bl e wit h t h eir b all ot s c o m e el e cti o n
d a y i n 2 0 2 4.

O n b e h alf of t h e C o aliti o n of C o m m u niti e s of C ol or, w e a s k t h at y o u a d o pt t h e P ortl a n d Cit y El e cti o n s
C o d e. T h a n k y o u f or y o ur w or k t hr o u g h o ut t h e Cit y’ s tr a n siti o n pr o c e s s a n d y o ur c o m mit m e nt t o
s u c c e s sf ul i m pl e m e nt ati o n of M e a s ur e 2 6- 2 2 8.

Si n c er el y,

J e n n y L e e, D e p ut y Dir e ct or
C o aliti o n of C o m m u niti e s of C ol or



R E: A m e n d P ortl a n d Cit y El e cti o n s C o d e t o i m pl e m e nt r a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g a p pr o v e d b y v ot er s

i n P ortl a n d M e a s ur e 2 6- 2 8 8

A pril 1 2, 2 0 2 3

M a y or W h e el er, Cit y C o m mi s si o n er s, a n d st aff,

M y n a m e i s Mi k e Alf o ni a n d I a m t h e E x e c uti v e Dir e ct or of Or e g o n R a n k e d C h oi c e V oti n g
A d v o c at e s. W e ar e p art of t h e c o aliti o n of or g a ni z ati o n s t h at r e pr e s e nt P ortl a n d U nit e d f or
C h a n g e, a n d h el p e d s u p p ort t h e p a s s a g e of M e a s ur e 2 6- 2 2 8. I a m t e stif yi n g t o d a y t o ur g e t h e
Cit y t o m o v e f or w ar d wit h a m e n di n g t h e P ortl a n d Cit y El e cti o n s C o d e a s it i s pr e s e nt e d t o t h e
C o u n cil.

W e ar e i m pr e s s e d wit h t h e t h o u g htf ul w or k t h e Cit y h a s d o n e t h u s f ar i n a m e n di n g t h e
El e cti o n s C o d e. It h a s b e e n cl e ar t hr o u g h o ut t hi s pr o c e s s t h at t h e Cit y h a s c oll a b or at e d cl o s el y
wit h n ati o n al e x p ert s at t h e R a n k e d C h oi c e V oti n g R e s o ur c e C e nt er a s w ell a s c o n si d er e d
l e s s o n s l e ar n e d fr o m citi e s t h at h a v e alr e a d y a d o pt e d r a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g. T h e a m e n d m e nt s
t o t h e Cit y El e cti o n s C o d e cl e arl y r efl e ct t h e b e st pr a cti c e s of r a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g el e cti o n s
a n d h a v e t h o u g htf ull y i n c or p or at e d t h e v ot er e x p eri e n c e. A d mi ni st eri n g t h e s e c h a n g e s n o w i s
a k e y st e p t o w ar d e n s uri n g t h at o ur el e cti o n o ffi ci al s h a v e t h e fr a m e w or k t h e y n e e d t o m o v e
f or w ar d t o s u c c e s sf ull y i m pl e m e nti n g r a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g el e cti o n s.

A s t h e Cit y m o v e s f or w ar d t o v ot er e d u c ati o n, w e e n c o ur a g e a c o nti n u e d pri oriti z ati o n of b e st
pr a cti c e s t hr o u g h p art n er s hi p wit h t h e R a n k e d C h oi c e V oti n g R e s o ur c e C e nt er, F air V ot e, a n d
D e m o cr a c y Ri si n g. O ur or g a ni z ati o n c o or di n at e d cl o s el y wit h t h e s e n ati o n al e x p ert s d uri n g t h e
i m pl e m e nt ati o n of r a n k e d c h oi c e v oti n g i n B e nt o n C o u nt y i n 2 0 1 6 a n d t h eir e x p erti s e h el p e d
e n s ur e v ot er e d u c ati o n i n cl u d e d n ot o nl y t h e i m p ort a n c e of h o w t o r a n k c a n di d at e s b ut w h y
r a n ki n g c a n di d at e s gi v e s v ot er s m or e p o w er o n t h eir b all ot. W e al s o ur g e t h e Cit y t o p art n er
wit h tr u st e d c o m m u nit y or g a ni z ati o n s t o pr o vi d e m ultili n g u al, m ulti m o d al, a n d
c ult ur all y- s p e ci fi c o utr e a c h t o c o m m u niti e s t hr o u g h o ut t h e cit y. Wit h t h o s e p art n er s hi p s t h e
Cit y c a n e n s ur e all v ot er s u n d er st a n d a n d ar e c o mf ort a bl e wit h t h eir b all ot s c o m e el e cti o n d a y
i n 2 0 2 4.

W e a p pr e ci at e t h e w or k t h e Cit y i s d oi n g t o cr e at e s u c c e s sf ul fr a m e w or k s f or o ur el e cti o n s a n d
a s k t h e Cit y t o p a s s t h e or di n a n c e.

T h a n k y o u f or y o ur ti m e a n d c o n si d er ati o n,

Mi k e Alf o ni, h e / hi m
E x e c uti v e Dir e ct or, Or e g o n R a n k e d C h oi c e V oti n g A d v o c at e s



F r o m: Mi k e Alf o ni

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: Writt e n T e sti m o n y - O R R C V f or it e m 2 9 3

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y, A pril 1 2, 2 0 2 3 3: 5 0: 0 0 P M

A t t a c h m e n t s: P ortl a n d T e sti m o n y O R R C V. p df

Hi, att a c h e d is m y t esti m o n y f or t o d a y f or it e m 2 9 3. T h a n k y o u!

Mi k e Alf o ni
E x e c uti v e Di r e ct o r

O r e g o n R a n k e d C h oi c e V oti n g
C: ( 9 7 8) 3 8 0- 2 7 7 7
E: mi k e @ or e g o nr c v. or g

mailto:mike@oregonrcv.org
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
https://www.oregonrcv.org/
http://voice.google.com/calls?a=nc,%2B19783802777
mailto:mike@oregonrcv.org



RE: Amend Portland City Elections Code to implement ranked choice voting approved by voters
in Portland Measure 26-288


April 12, 2023


Mayor Wheeler, City Commissioners, and staff,


My name is Mike Alfoni and I am the Executive Director of Oregon Ranked Choice Voting
Advocates. We are part of the coalition of organizations that represent Portland United for
Change, and helped support the passage of Measure 26-228. I am testifying today to urge the
City to move forward with amending the Portland City Elections Code as it is presented to the
Council.


We are impressed with the thoughtful work the City has done thus far in amending the
Elections Code. It has been clear throughout this process that the City has collaborated closely
with national experts at the Ranked Choice Voting Resource Center as well as considered
lessons learned from cities that have already adopted ranked choice voting. The amendments
to the City Elections Code clearly reflect the best practices of ranked choice voting elections
and have thoughtfully incorporated the voter experience. Administering these changes now is
a key step toward ensuring that our election officials have the framework they need to move
forward to successfully implementing ranked choice voting elections.


As the City moves forward to voter education, we encourage a continued prioritization of best
practices through partnership with the Ranked Choice Voting Resource Center, FairVote, and
Democracy Rising. Our organization coordinated closely with these national experts during the
implementation of ranked choice voting in Benton County in 2016 and their expertise helped
ensure voter education included not only the importance of how to rank candidates but why
ranking candidates gives voters more power on their ballot. We also urge the City to partner
with trusted community organizations to provide multilingual, multimodal, and
culturally-specific outreach to communities throughout the city. With those partnerships the
City can ensure all voters understand and are comfortable with their ballots come election day
in 2024.


We appreciate the work the City is doing to create successful frameworks for our elections and
ask the City to pass the ordinance.


Thank you for your time and consideration,


Mike Alfoni, he/him
Executive Director, Oregon Ranked Choice Voting Advocates







F r o m: J u d e St o n e

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: S u b mitti n g A C L U O R T e sti m o n y

D a t e: T h ur s d a y, A pril 1 3, 2 0 2 3 1 0: 3 4: 2 7 A M

A t t a c h m e n t s: i m a g e 0 0 3. p n g
A C L U of Or e g o n T e sti m o n y R e P ortl a n d El e cti o n s Or di n a n c e 2 0 2 3. p df

G o o d m or ni n g!
 
I’ m s u b mitti n g writt e n t esti m o n y o n b e h alf of t h e A C L U of Or e g o n r e g ar di n g t h e Cit y C h art er
or di n a n c e dis c uss e d i n y est er d a y’s c o u n cil a g e n d a. Pl e as e fi n d it att a c h e d. T h a n k y o u!
 
Ki n d r e g ar ds,
 
J u d e al- G h a z al S t o n e

P r o n o u n s: h e, hi m, hi s

 

A s s o ci at e

A m e ri c a n Ci vil Li b e rti e s U ni o n of O r e g o n

P. O. B o x 4 0 5 8 5 P o rtl a n d, O R 9 7 2 4 0

( 4 8 0) 3 8 1 - 5 3 8 6|  j g h a z al st o n e @ a cl u- o r. o r g

a cl u- o r. o r g     

 
I h a v e a n e w e m ail a d d r e s s: j g h a z al s t o n e @ a cl u- o r. o r g. Pl e a s e b e s u r e t o s e n d
all e m ail s t o m y n e w a d d r e s s t o e n s u r e I r e c ei v e t h e m . T h a n k y o u!
 
Ore g o n’s le gisl ati ve sessi o n is here!  M a k e a n i m p act wit h us.  S u p p ort o ur p olic y a ge n d a a n d get c o n necte d
b y visiti n g o ur 2 0 2 3 Le gisl ati ve Sessi o n h u b .
 

mailto:jghazalstone@aclu-or.org
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
mailto: jghazalstone@aclu-or.org
http://www.aclu.org/
http://www.facebook.com/acluoforegon
http://www.twitter.com/ACLU_OR
mailto:jghazalstone@aclu-or.org
https://www.aclu-or.org/en/campaigns/2023-legislative-session-hub







April 12, 2023


City of Portland


1221 SW 4th Ave.


Portland, OR 97204


RE: Amending Portland City Elections Code to implement ranked-choice


voting approved by voters in Portland Measure 26-288


Mayor Wheeler, Council Commissioners, and City Staff:


My name is Yvonne Garcia; I am the Deputy Director of the ACLU of Oregon. The ACLU of


Oregon is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving and enhancing civil


liberties and civil rights, with more than 28,000 supporters statewide. We are one of the


organizations that represent Portland United for Change, a coalition that helped support the


passage of Measure 26-228. I am testifying today to urge the City to move forward with adopting


the Portland City Elections Code as it is presented to the Council.


This elections ordinance is critical for guiding how City elections will be conducted and is a


necessary step for implementing Measure 26-228. During the charter review process, the


Charter Review Commission made the correct choice to leave election details out of the charter


so they could be determined through City code. We appreciate the diligent and highly competent


work of City and County staff on this ordinance, and their collaboration with the Ranked Choice


Voting Resource Center. The ordinance was clearly designed with voters’ experiences in mind


and reflects best practices for ranked-choice voting.


The passage of this elections code is a vital step for a thriving and representative democracy in


Portland; County elections administrators rely on this ordinance to implement Measure 26-228.


As the County moves forward with incorporating changes to our voting system and the City


turns its focus to voter education, we urge the City to continue its emphasis on best practices,


voter experience, and partnership with voter education groups and community organizations to


ensure that all Portlanders are prepared for the change to their ballots. It is crucial that the City


works with trusted community organizations to provide multilingual, multi-modal, and


culturally specific outreach to communities throughout Portland to ensure that everyone has the


resources they need to vote.







We appreciate the work that the City is doing to implement Measure 26-228, and ask you to pass


the ordinance in continuance of that work.


Respectfully,


Yvonne Garcia, she/her


Deputy Director, ACLU of Oregon







A p ril 1 2, 2 0 2 3

Cit y of P o rtl a n d

1 2 2 1 S W 4t h A v e.

P o rtl a n d, O R 9 7 2 0 4

R E: A m e n di n g P o r tl a n d Ci t y El e c ti o n s C o d e t o i m pl e m e n t r a n k e d- c h oi c e

v o ti n g a p p r o v e d b y v o t e r s i n P o r tl a n d M e a s u r e 2 6- 2 8 8

M a y o r W h e el e r, C o u n cil C o m mi s si o n e r s, a n d Cit y St aff:

M y n a m e i s Y v o n n e G a r ci a; I a m t h e D e p ut y Di r e ct o r of t h e A C L U of O r e g o n. T h e A C L U of

O r e g o n i s a n o n p a rti s a n, n o n p r ofit o r g a ni z ati o n d e di c at e d t o p r e s e r vi n g a n d e n h a n ci n g ci vil

li b e rti e s a n d ci vil ri g ht s, wit h m o r e t h a n 2 8, 0 0 0 s u p p o rt e r s st at e wi d e. W e a r e o n e of t h e

o r g a ni z ati o n s t h at r e p r e s e nt P o rtl a n d U nit e d f o r C h a n g e, a c o aliti o n t h at h el p e d s u p p o rt t h e

p a s s a g e of M e a s u r e 2 6- 2 2 8. I a m t e stif yi n g t o d a y t o u r g e t h e Cit y t o m o v e f o r w a r d wit h a d o pti n g

t h e P o rtl a n d Cit y El e cti o n s C o d e a s it i s p r e s e nt e d t o t h e C o u n cil.

T hi s el e cti o n s o r di n a n c e i s c riti c al f o r g ui di n g h o w Cit y el e cti o n s will b e c o n d u ct e d a n d i s a

n e c e s s a r y st e p f o r i m pl e m e nti n g M e a s u r e 2 6- 2 2 8. D u ri n g t h e c h a rt e r r e vi e w p r o c e s s, t h e

C h a rt e r R e vi e w C o m mi s si o n m a d e t h e c o r r e ct c h oi c e t o l e a v e el e cti o n d et ail s o ut of t h e c h a rt e r

s o t h e y c o ul d b e d et e r mi n e d t h r o u g h Cit y c o d e. W e a p p r e ci at e t h e dili g e nt a n d hi g hl y c o m p et e nt

w o r k of Cit y a n d C o u nt y st aff o n t hi s o r di n a n c e, a n d t h ei r c oll a b o r ati o n wit h t h e R a n k e d C h oi c e

V oti n g R e s o u r c e C e nt e r. T h e o r di n a n c e w a s cl e a rl y d e si g n e d wit h v ot e r s’ e x p e ri e n c e s i n mi n d

a n d r efl e ct s b e st p r a cti c e s f o r r a n k e d- c h oi c e v oti n g.

T h e p a s s a g e of t hi s el e cti o n s c o d e i s a vit al st e p f o r a t h ri vi n g a n d r e p r e s e nt ati v e d e m o c r a c y i n

P o rtl a n d; C o u nt y el e cti o n s a d mi ni st r at o r s r el y o n t hi s o r di n a n c e t o i m pl e m e nt M e a s u r e 2 6- 2 2 8.

A s t h e C o u nt y m o v e s f o r w a r d wit h i n c o r p o r ati n g c h a n g e s t o o u r v oti n g s y st e m a n d t h e Cit y

t u r n s it s f o c u s t o v ot e r e d u c ati o n, w e u r g e t h e Cit y t o c o nti n u e it s e m p h a si s o n b e st p r a cti c e s,

v ot e r e x p e ri e n c e, a n d p a rt n e r s hi p wit h v ot e r e d u c ati o n g r o u p s a n d c o m m u nit y o r g a ni z ati o n s t o

e n s u r e t h at all P o rtl a n d e r s a r e p r e p a r e d f o r t h e c h a n g e t o t h ei r b all ot s. It i s c r u ci al t h at t h e Cit y

w o r k s wit h t r u st e d c o m m u nit y o r g a ni z ati o n s t o p r o vi d e m ultili n g u al, m ulti- m o d al, a n d

c ult u r all y s p e cifi c o ut r e a c h t o c o m m u niti e s t h r o u g h o ut P o rtl a n d t o e n s u r e t h at e v e r y o n e h a s t h e

r e s o u r c e s t h e y n e e d t o v ot e.



W e a p p r e ci at e t h e w o r k t h at t h e Cit y i s d oi n g t o i m pl e m e nt M e a s u r e 2 6- 2 2 8, a n d a s k y o u t o p a s s

t h e o r di n a n c e i n c o nti n u a n c e of t h at w o r k.

R e s p e ctf ull y,

Y v o n n e G a r ci a, s h e / h e r

D e p ut y Di r e ct o r, A C L U of O r e g o n



Ci t y C o u n cil M e e ti n g - W e d n e s d a y, A p ril 1 2, 2 0 2 3 2: 0 0 p. m.

A g e n d a N o. Fi r s t N a m e L a s t N a m e

2 9 3- 0 1 J a ni c e T h o m p s o n

2 9 3- 0 2  Ri c h a r d F o b e s

2 9 3- 0 3 M a r k St e p h a n

2 9 3- 0 4 M el a ni e Billi n g s- Y u n

2 9 3- 0 5 R o c h ell e R o s e n b e r g

2 9 3- 0 6 C h ri sti n e N eil s e n

2 9 3- 0 7 M a r g a r et N o el

2 9 3- 0 8 Y v o n n e G a r ci a

2 9 3- 0 9 Mi k e Alf o ni

2 9 3- 1 0 R y a n Ni el s e n

2 9 3- 1 1 F eli c e M u ell e r

2 9 3- 1 2 D e b bi e Kit c hi n

2 9 3- 1 3 I s a b el a Vill a r r e al

2 9 3- 1 4 B o b W ei n st ei n

2 9 3- 1 5 H o p e B e r a k a

2 9 3- 1 6 N a d y n e R o si n
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