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Good morning.

I’m Brian Borrello. Our board chair is Shaun Sullens, who had work commitments…

I represent as a board members of the Piedmont Neighborhood Association, comprised of 
households and businesses within a north Portland community of 2500 neighbors.



In 2006, within the Piedmont, Arbor Lodge, and Woodlawn neighborhoods, the city renamed N 
Portland Blvd to N Rosa Parks Way. In conjunction with this honorific name change, with new 
traffic signage and new mapping, board chair Shaun Sullens and I appeared before City 
Council that year to request authorization and funding for a physical embodied 
acknowledgement of the courage and contributions of a heroic civil rights activist- in the form 
of a commemorative public art work to honor Mrs. Parks.

(VISUAL) Resolution #36445 For a Rosa Parks Commemorative Artwork



16 years later, we appear before you again, to appeal for your support - not money - in finally 
making a vibrant and respectful artwork happen. 

The $12K has already been allocated and sitting in the coffers of the Regional Arts and Culture 
Council (… since 2006)



Although PNA initiated this project, there was never a clearly defined path forward to 
implementation, nor much enthusiasm or assistance from any city agencies to realize the 
artwork. So we were left to our own volunteer efforts to do outreach, develop community 
partnerships, and work with potential artists.



On a completely volunteer basis, we have tried over years to work with RACC (the Regional 
Arts and Culture Council), PPR (Portland Parks & Rec), as well as PCRI, NPNS, PBOT, June 
Key Delta House Sorority, Ockley Green Elementary School, Portland Community College, 
Tom Walsh Development, and several local artists (Sam Morgan, Matt Cartwright, Lisa Bates, 
Sharita Towne, Arvie Smith) in order to realize the public art work. 



We have together donated hundreds of hours of unpaid volunteer work, dedicated to see this 
to reality, so we are here again.

We acknowledge that this artwork project should align with the city’s developing policies for 
monuments and commemorative works of art, as well as giving a voice to artists from 
Portland’s underserved populations.  



We set this project in motion a long time ago, and wish to let those who will steward this 
project to its successful installation know that we will remain available if needed for any further 
assistance, and as a courtesy to keep us abreast of its progress. This commemorative artwork 
should be much more than a historical marker or a commemorative plaque- and we 
enthusiastically look forward to the production of a highly visible piece of public art to honor 
Rosa Parks. 

We want to see this project done right, and for the artwork to make a real statement. So to 
augment the modest budget, PNA could likely apply for a grant from the (newly reinstated) 
neighborhood small grants program, and from METRO’s community placemaking grants 
program.



We’d like to thank Mary Jaron Kelly of North Portland Neighborhood Services, who has been a 
tremendous liaison and advocate for us, as well as Jeff Hawthorn, the Arts Program Manager 
for the City of Portland, RACC’s public art managers, and thanks to Councilman Dan Ryan and 
his staff, particularly Darion Jones and TJ McHugh, who have been very helpful in moving this 
forward.



Thank you for your attention.









Brian Borrello Studio
www.brianborrello.com
5660A N Greeley Ave
Portland, OR 97217
503.754.5595
brian@brianborrello.com
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G o o d m or ni n g .
I’ m Bri a n B orr ell o. O ur b o ar d c h air i s S h a u n S ull e n s, w h o h a d wor k c o m mit m e nt s …
I r e pr e s e nt a s a b o ar d m e m b er s of t h e Pi e d m o nt N ei g h b or h o o d A s s o ci ati o n, c o m pri s e d of 
h o u s e h ol d s a n d b u si n e s s e s wit hi n a n ort h P ortl a n d c o m m u nit y of 2 5 0 0 n ei g h b or s .

I n 2 0 0 6, wit hi n t h e Pi e d m o nt, Ar b or L o d g e, a n d W o o dl a w n n ei g h b or h o o d s, t h e cit y r e n a m e d N 
P ortl a n d Bl v d t o N R o s a P ar k s W a y. I n c o nj u n cti o n wit h t hi s h o n ori fic n a m e c h a n g e, wit h n e w 
tr affic si g n a g e a n d n e w m a p pi n g, b o ar d c h air S h a u n S ull e n s a n d I a p p e ar e d b ef or e Cit y 
C o u n cil t h at y e ar t o r e q u e st a ut h ori z ati o n a n d f u n di n g f or a p h y si c al e m b o di e d 
a c k n o wl e d g e m e nt of t h e c o ur a g e a n d c o ntri b uti o n s of a h er oi c ci vil ri g ht s a cti vi st- i n t h e f or m 
of a c o m m e m or ati v e p u bli c art w or k t o h o n or Mr s. P ar k s .
( VI S U A L) R e s ol uti o n # 3 6 4 4 5 F or a R o s a P ar k s C o m m e m or ati v e Art w ork

1 6 y e ar s l at er, w e a p p e ar b ef or e y o u a g ai n, t o a p p e al f or y o ur s u p p ort - n ot m o n e y - i n fin all y 
m a ki n g a vi br a nt a n d r e s p e ctf ul art w or k h a p p e n.  
T h e $ 1 2 K h a s alr e a d y b e e n all o c at e d a n d sitti n g i n t h e c off er s of t h e R e gi o n al Art s a n d C ult ur e 
C o u n cil ( … si n c e 2 0 0 6 )

Alt h o u g h P N A i niti at e d t hi s pr oj e ct, t h er e w a s n e v er a cl e arl y d e fin e d p at h f or w ar d t o 
i m pl e m e nt ati o n, n or m u c h e nt h u si a s m or a s si st a n c e fr o m a n y city a g e n ci e s t o r e ali z e t h e 
art w or k. S o w e w er e l eft t o o ur o w n v ol u nt e er eff ort s t o d o o utr e a c h, d e v el o p c o m m u nit y 
p art n er s hi p s, a n d w or k wit h p ot e nti al arti st s .

O n a c o m pl et el y v ol u nt e er b a si s, w e h a v e tri e d o v er y e ar s t o w o r k wit h R A C C (t h e R e gi o n al 
Art s a n d C ult ur e C o u n cil), P P R ( P ortl a n d P ar k s & R e c), a s w ell a s P C RI, N P N S, P B O T, J u n e 
K e y D elt a H o u s e S or orit y, O c kl e y Gr e e n El e m e nt ar y S c h o ol, P ortl a n d C o m m u nit y C oll e g e, 
T o m W al s h D e v el o p m e nt, a n d s e v er al l o c al arti st s ( S a m M or g a n, M att C art wri g ht, Li s a B at e s, 
S h arit a T o w n e, Ar vi e S mit h) i n or d er t o r e ali z e t h e p u bli c art w or k.  

W e h a v e t o g et h er d o n at e d h u n dr e d s of h o ur s of u n p ai d v ol u nt e er w or k, d e di c at e d t o s e e t hi s 
t o r e alit y, s o w e ar e h er e a g ai n.
W e a c k n o wl e d g e t h at t hi s art w or k pr oj e ct s h o ul d ali g n wit h t h e cit y’ s d e v el o pi n g p oli ci e s f or 
m o n u m e nt s a n d c o m m e m or ati v e w or k s of art, a s w ell a s gi vi n g a v oi c e t o arti st s fr o m 
P ortl a n d’ s u n d er s er v e d p o p ul ati o n s.  

W e s et t hi s pr oj e ct i n m oti o n a l o n g ti m e a g o, a n d wi s h t o l et t h o s e w h o will st e w ar d t hi s 
pr oj e ct t o it s s u c c e s sf ul i n st all ati o n k n o w t h at w e will r e m ai n  a v ail a bl e if n e e d e d f or a n y f urt h er 
a s si st a n c e, a n d a s a c o urt e s y t o k e e p u s a br e a st of it s pr o gr e s s. T hi s c o m m e m or ati v e art w or k 
s h o ul d b e m u c h m or e t h a n a hi st ori c al m ar k er or a c o m m e m or ati v e  pl a q u e- a n d w e 
e nt h u si a sti c all y l o o k f or w ar d t o t h e pr o d u cti o n of a hi g hl y vi si bl e pi e c e of p u bli c art t o h o n or 
R o s a P ar k s.  
W e w a nt t o s e e t hi s pr oj e ct d o n e ri g ht, a n d f or t h e art w or k t o m a k e a r e al st at e m e nt. S o t o 
a u g m e nt t h e m o d e st b u d g et, P N A c o ul d li k el y a p pl y f or a gr a nt fr o m t h e ( n e wl y r ei n st at e d) 
n ei g h b or h o o d s m all gr a nt s pr o gr a m, a n d fr o m M E T R O’ s c o m m u nit y pl a c e m a ki n g gr a nt s 
pr o gr a m .

W e’ d li k e t o t h a n k M ar y J ar o n K ell y of N ort h P ortl a n d N ei g h b or h o o d S er vi c e s, w h o h a s b e e n a 
tr e m e n d o u s li ai s o n a n d a d v o c at e f or u s, a s w ell a s J eff H a wt h or n, t h e Art s Pr o gr a m M a n a g er 
f or t h e Cit y of P ortl a n d, R A C C’ s p u bli c art m a n a g er s, a n d t h a n k s t o C o u n cil m a n D a n R y a n a n d 
hi s st aff, p arti c ul arl y D ari o n J o n e s a n d T J M c H u g h, w h o h a v e b e e n v er y h el pf ul i n m o vi n g t hi s 
f or w ar d.

T h a n k y o u f or y o ur att e nti o n.




