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Appeal item 1

Code Section

Requires

Code Modification or
Alternate Requested

Proposed Design

OSSC 2902.1.1 Fixture Calculation

To determine the occupant load of each sex, the total occupant load shall be divided in half. To
determine the required number of fixtures, the fixture ratio or ratios for each fixture type shall be
applied to the occupant load of each sex in accordance with Table 2902.1. Fractional numbers
resulting from applying the fixture ratios of Table 2902.1 shall be rounded up to the next whole
number. For calculations involving multiple occupancies, such fractional numbers for each

occupancy shall first be summed and then rounded up to the next whole number.

Exception: The total occupant load shall not be required to be divided in half where approved
statistical data indicate a distribution of the sexes of other than 50 percent of each sex.

Allow total occupant load to be counted as gender-neutral when determining plumbing calculations
if single-user restrooms are provided.

The project provides three separate single-user restrooms with a water closet and lavatory for
building occupants. Operationally, these restrooms are considered gender-neutral and open to all
occupants regardless of gender identity.

The design proposes to not divide occupants based on gender and to meet the water closet and
lavatory requirements per OSSC 2902.1.1 and to treat the total occupant load as gender neutral
occupants. Compliance with Table 2902.1 will meet the more restrictive column, with gender
neutral facilities provided through single-user, gender neutral, restrooms.

This approach is in lieu of dividing total occupant load in half per gender and then rounding up to

the next full plumbing fixture count.

Reason for alternative The total occupant load (B-Business) for the project is calculated at 94 occupants, between 75 and
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100. Following requirements for separate facilities would require 2 water closets and 2 lavatories
per gender, or 4 total water closets by dividing in half and rounding up.

However, if the occupants were exclusively men or exclusively women, only 3 water closets would
be required to support the occupant load.

The project meets the fixture counts for a single gender occupant load (3 water closets for men or
women exclusively). By viewing the total occupant load as also gender-neutral and providing
gender-neutral facilities through single-occupant restrooms, the project meets the same criteria

established for a single gender.

Appeal item 2

Code Section OSSC 2902.1 Minimum Number of Fixtures

Requires Plumbing fixtures shall be provided in the minimum number as shown in Table 2902.1 based on
the actual use of the building or space. Uses not specifically listed in Table 2902.1 shall be
considered individually by the building official and shall reflect the use of the space being served

by the fixtures. The number of occupants shall be determined by this code.

Code Modification or Non-simultaneous use for plumbing fixture counts between break room and business areas.
Alternate Requested Acceptance of an alternate method to determine plumbing fixtures under OSSC 2901.2.

Proposed Design Exempt the occupant load within the break room for the use in calculating plumbing fixture counts
only. Egress requires and Title 24.85 thresholds to use the full occupant load.

Reason for alternative The break room is open to adjacent soft seating, but because the two spaces are open to each
other the entire room has an occupant load of 15/sf per person. This creates a significant occupant
load when calculating required plumbing fixtures.

This break room is for the exclusive use of the employees of this tenant improvement and not a
separate assembly space. Anticipated uses are to support business spaces, such as eating lunch
or grabbing coffee. The space could be used for an all staff gathering, but then the adjacent

business spaces would not be simultaneously used.

The tenant anticipates a maximum of 36 employees within the space given their furniture layout

and staffing projections, far below the total occupant count of 94 people per Table 1004.1.2.

1. Reduction in the minimum required number of plumbing fixtures based on calculation as non-
gendered: Granted provided 2 of the toilet rooms are fully accessible.

2. Reduction in the minimum required number of plumbing fixtures based non non-simultaneous use:
Denied. Proposal does not provide equivalent sanitary protection.

Appellant may contact John Butler (503 865-6427) or e-mail at John.Butler@portlandoregon.gov with
questions.

The Administrative Appeal Board finds with the conditions noted, that the information submitted by the appellant
demonstrates that the approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do
not lessen health, safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions
unique to this project make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within
90 calendar days of the date this decision is published. For information on the appeals process, go to



www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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REQUIRE ENGINEERING TO BE PROVIDED BY THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR. NAME SIZE TYPE FACTOR |  LOAD \ —— (1) HOUR RATING REQUIRED AT BUILDING SYSTEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH 903.31.1
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CHAPTER 11 OF THE 1990 OSSC. THESE RESTROOMS ARE CONNECTED BY A COMPLIANT
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