From: Mary-Rain O"Meara

To: Council Clerk — Testimony

Subject: Written Testimony Resolution 899

Date: Wednesday, October 26, 2022 4:38:57 PM

Attachments: Portland City Council Testimony Res 899 10,26, 22 CCC.doox
Hello,

Please find my written testimony attached in reference to Resolution 899: Establish key actions to
increase affordable housing construction.

Thank you,
Mary-Rain

Mary-Rain 0'Meara

Senior Director of Community Development
Central City Concern
mary-rain.omeara(@ccconcern.org
971-244-5014

Disclaimer

The information contained in this message may be legally pnvileged and confidential and is intended only for
the use of the designated recipient. Any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message by
anyone other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If the reader has received this communication in
error, please notify the sender of this message and destroy the onainal message. Central City Concern
recognizes that encrypted e-mail is insecure and does not guarantee confidentiality. The confidentiality of
replies to this message cannot be guaranteed unless the replies are encrypted.

If this email contains information related to the diagnosis, referral, and/or treatment of substance
dependence or abuse: This information has been disclosed to you from records protected by federal
confidentiality rules (42 CFR part 2). The federal rules prohibit you from making any further disclosure of
information in this record that identifies a patient as having or having had a substance use disorder either
directly, by reference to publicly available information, or through venfication of such identification by
another person unless further disclosure is expressly permitted by the written consent of the individual
whose information is being disclosed or as otherwise permitted by 42 CFR part 2. A general authornzation for
the release of medical or other information is NOT sufficient for this purpose (see § 2.31). The federal rules
restrict any use of the information to investigate or prosecute with regard to a crime any patient with a
substance use disorder, except as provided at §§ 2.12(c)(5) and 2.65.
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Council Testimony: October 26th 2022 

Resolution 899: Establish Key Actions to increase Affordable Housing Construction 

Good afternoon Mayor Wheeler and Commissioners. For the record my name is Mary-Rain O’Meara and I am the Director of Community Development at Central City Concern. 

I am testifying in reference of Resolution 899- Establish Key Actions to Increase Affordable Housing Construction. First, thank you for recognizing the ongoing need for construction of more affordable housing units in the City of Portland. Central City concern has been developing and building affordable housing since 1979. We understand the complexities of homelessness and the intersection of need between services provision and housing production, as that has been our mission as an organization for over 4 decades. 

Please incorporate the expertise and voices of organizations such as Central City Concern in your work going forward, this is our daily work and commitment, and we welcome the opportunity to explore expanded solutions in partnership with you. 

Through the implementation of Resolution #899, we encourage the continued support and expansion of housing models that deliver a lower per unit construction cost such as Single Room Occupancy and efficiency studio units. These design typologies can maximize unit delivery within a single building by increasing density and providing more homes for those in need. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The conversion of existing buildings from office, hotel, or another use to residential is another critical development approach the City should prioritize, especially with the high vacancy rates we see in commercial buildings throughout the City. Central City Concern is a leader in adaptive reuse and conversion projects since our inception, with more recent projects including a motel conversion to transitional recovery housing through Project Turnkey funding, and an office building to transitional housing with behavioral health supports. 

Examination of these innovative design and development approaches will be crucial for the effectiveness of this work going forward. 

In reference to improvements to the City’s permitting processes, I agree with the inclusion of a Central Point of Contact for permitting at BDS. However, this needs to be expanded beyond new affordable housing and include all shelter, transitional housing, clinical or social services projects that serve the homeless population in our city. These essential construction projects should be expedited as priority in addition to large affordable housing projects to enable comprehensive services access.  

We welcome the opportunity to engage and inform from our perspective as the City looks at permit efficiencies for these projects. 



In closing, we know at Central City Concern that House Keys end Homelessness, but it is not keys alone--we need wrap around services including mental health and recovery services, primary care and employment access to help people find stability. Please continue to work with community experts in these related fields for their insights into the challenges and opportunities we face in our city as you look at implementation of these broader resolutions. 
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