
F r o m: Z ol a n, N e s s

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: F W: Cit y C o u n cil M e eti n g 1 0/ 2 6

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y, O ct o b er 2 6, 2 0 2 2 1: 5 2: 0 3 P M

A t t a c h m e n t s: A d v o c a c y L ett er S e n at or L a wr e n c e S p e n c e 1 0 2 6 P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil M e eti n g. p df
O utl o o k- ci w et of b. p n g
O utl o o k- d 5 qi y n 1 n. p n g
O utl o o k-l 3 0i 2 4 m n. p n g
O utl o o k- 0 3j z 5r x s. p n g
O utl o o k-j e af e al g. p n g

 

Fr o m:  W h e el er, M a y or <M a y or W h e el er @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v > 

S e nt:  W e d n es d a y, O ct o b er 2 6, 2 0 2 2 1: 2 6 P M

T o:  A d a ms, S a m <S a m. A d a ms @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v >; L e e, B o b b y

< B o b b y. L e e @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v >; M orriss e y, S ar a < S ar a. M orriss e y @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v >

C c:  H er n a n d e z, As hl e y <As hl e y. H er n a n d e z @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v >; T a yl or, Kris

< Krist o p h er. T a yl or @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v >; B o w m a n, C o d y < C o d y. B o w m a n @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v >

S u bj e ct:  F w: Cit y C o u n cil M e eti n g 1 0/ 2 6

 

S e n at or A k as h a S p e n c e's t h o u g hts ar e att a c h e d i n t h e e m ail b el o w.

 

Ki n dl y,  

 

 

          

  Krist o p h er T a yl or

  C o nstit u e nt S er vi c es 

  1 2 2 1 S W F o urt h A v e n u e, S uit e 3 4 0 

  P ortl a n d, O R 9 7 2 0 4  

  5 0 3 – 8 2 3 – 4 1 2 0  

  w w w. p ortl a n d. g o v/ w h e el er  

  Si g n u p f or u p d at es:  htt ps:// bit.l y/ w h e el er n e wsl ett er  

 

T h e  Cit y  of  P ortl a n d  is  c o m mitt e d  t o  pr o vi di n g  m e a ni n gf ul  a c c ess.  T o  r e q u est  tr a nsl ati o n,
i nt er pr et ati o n, m o difi c ati o ns, a c c o m m o d ati o ns, or ot h er a u xili ar y ai ds or s er vi c es, c o nt a ct 5 0 3-
8 2 3- 1 1 2 5, R el a y: 7 1 1.  

 

( 5 0 3) 8 2 3- 1 1 2 5: 口 笔 译 服 务 | C hi a k u m e A w e w e n K a p as | अ नु वा द न  त था  व ाख ा |У с т н ы й  и
п и с ь м е н н ы й  п е р е в о д  | T urj u m a a d i y o F asir a a d  | Tr a d u c ci ó n e I nt er pr et a ci ó n | П и с ь м о в и й  і
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SENATE
Portland City Council
1221 SW 4th Ave #110 
Portland, OR 
97204


Dear Mayor Wheeler and Commissioners Ryan, Mapps, Rubio, and Hardesty


For the record my name is Akasha Lawrence Spence and I have the privilege of serving

Northwest and Southwest Portland and the City of Tigard as the State Senator for District

18. I am writing today in strong opposition to the housing proposals submitted by

Mayor Wheeler and Commissioner Ryan and to amplify the calls of Street Roots,

Blanchet House, Ground Score Association, JOIN, Impact NW, Northwest Pilot

Project, Oregon Kids Read, Our Just Future, Portland State University

Homelessness Research & Action Collaborative, p:ear, Rose Haven, Sisters of the

Road, AfroVillage PDX, Urban League PDX and Welcome Home Coalition and Street

Books, for City Council to meaningfully engage with houseless people on housing

policy at the Town Hall.


Access to stable and permanent housing is vital to the health and stability of every person

in our community. The intersection of past racist housing policy, unequal economic

development opportunities, and the overall lack of supportive services, has placed more

and more Portlanders on the margins. Houselessness is a symptom of a larger problem of

disinvestment that began long before your tenure as electeds, but you have a unique

opportunity to put forward community based long term solutions that will heal our city and

uplift the most vulnerable amongst us. 


Equitable and sustainable long term housing policies are inclusive of the communities it

serves. It brings folks to the table, those who are houseless and disproportionately

BIPOC, disabled, or suffering with mental illness and, all too often at the intersection of all

four. It asks the advocates who are on the ground working with them and servicing them

to bring their experience and solutions to the table. It looks like a plan that is

comprehensive and holistic, a plan that does not simply remove members of our

community from our field of vision and sequester them into organized camps, plans we

have seen fail in countless municipalities across the country. It instead looks like working

with landlords and developers to produce vouchers to get folks into empty units, it looks 
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like doing more to expedite and shore up those creating affordable housing within our city.

It looks like ensuring our houseless communities have adequate access to healthcare,

behavioral health services, employment assistance, and basic necessities like laundry,
showers and restrooms.


We are at a vital time in our city, we must engage with houseless Portlanders who

are here today saying let us help you support our needs, give us a chance to

partner in the deep community work necessary to implement a vision that works for

them, and in doing so will work for our entire city. Engaging with houseless

Portlanders is one way to ensure communities are housed, acknowledge and heal the

past traumas of sweeps, systemic racism and the institutional inequities exacerbated by

short term solutions that lead to costly and insufficient results. 


Thank you for your time, I not only encourage a no vote on the proposed resolutions, but I

hope to see a counter resolution that states your commitment to forging a new plan with

those most impacted at the center of vetted community and evidence based solutions. 


In solidarity,


State Senator Akasha Lawrence Spence 
Senate District 18 | Northwest & Southwest Portland and the City of Tigard
sen.akashalawrencespence@oregonlegislature.gov | (503) 986-1718
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у с н и й  п е р е к л а д  | Bi ê n D ịc h v à T h ô n g D ịc h  | 

Fr o m:  S e n L a wr e n c e S p e n c e <S e n. A k as h a L a wr e n c e S p e n c e @ or e g o nl e gisl at ur e. g o v >

S e nt:  W e d n es d a y, O ct o b er 2 6, 2 0 2 2 1 2: 4 1 P M

T o:  W h e el er, M a y or <M a y or W h e el er @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v >; C o m missi o n er H ar d est y

< j o a n n @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v>; C o m missi o n er R u bi o < C o m m. R u bi o @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v >;

C o m missi o n er M a p ps < M a p ps Offi c e @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v >; C o m missi o n er R y a n Offi c e

< C o m missi o n er R y a n Offi c e @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v >

C c:  N oll, Eri c <Eri c. N oll @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v >; L uj a n V al eri o, Ri c o

< Ri c ar d o. L uj a n V al eri o @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v >

S u bj e ct:  Cit y C o u n cil M e eti n g 1 0/ 2 6

 

D e ar M a y or W h e el er a n d C o m missi o n ers R y a n, M a p ps, R u bi o, a n d H ar d est y,

 

W e h o p e t h at t his e m ail fi n ds y o u w ell. S e n at or A k as h a L a wr e n c e S p e n c e w o ul d li k e t o s h ar e

h er t h o u g hts o n t h e a g e n d a f or t h e u p c o mi n g Cit y C o u n cil m e eti n g t o d a y si n c e s h e is u n a bl e

t o att e n d i n p ers o n. W e w o ul d als o li k e t o h a v e t his p ost e d as t esti m o n y f or t o d a y's c o u n cil

m e eti n g.  

 

Pl e as e l et us k n o w if y o u h a v e a n y q u esti o ns or c o m m e nts.  

 

B est,

 

Mi c h ell e Hi c ks  

C hi ef of St aff

 

T h e Offi c e of S e n at or A k a s h a L a wr e n c e S p e n c e  

S e n at e Di stri ct 1 8 | N ort h w e st & S o ut h w e st P ortl a n d a n d t h e Cit y of Ti g ar d

s e n. a k a s h al a wr e n c e s p e n c e @ or e g o nl e gi sl at ur e. g o v  | ( 5 0 3) 9 8 6- 1 7 1 8

 

* Pl e a s e n ot e t h at t hi s i s n ot a pri v at e e m ail.   St aff h a v e a c c e s s t o t hi s a c c o u nt a n d all e m ail t o a n d fr o m
t hi s a d dr e s s m a y b e c o n si d er e d a p u bli c r e c or d.
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