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Dear Commissioner Rubio and City Council:

We thank Commissioner Rubio for recognizing the urgency of the climate crisis and proposing action through a more strategic PCEF to help address it. We’re especially supportive of prioritizing spending on tree-related climate action and of eliminating funding allocation limits for different areas. And we support keeping the community grants program intact. 

We like the proposed PCEF framework because we strongly believe it is long past time to get serious about aligning Portland’s tree-relevant programs, codes, bureaus, and bureau practices with the City’s stated climate and equity goals. The lives of current and future generations of Portlanders depend on City leaders doing this. 

But much, much more work will be needed. City leaders will need the political will to think big about a) how to preserve the existing large shade trees that combat lethal heat island effects, and b) how to preserve space in new development to plant new ones. Thinking big means breaking from the status quo by being open to creative, alternative ways of truly treasuring big trees through revised designs and codes.  And thinking big means the City must undertake a street tree maintenance program to improve street tree condition and longevity, reduce community resistance to planting street trees, and eliminate the current disproportionate financial burdens of street tree maintenance on lower income Portlanders. The PCEF proposal would not supplant the need to take all of these steps.      

Though we support the proposed PCEF framework, the devil, of course, is in the details. Some of those details will be imbedded in the upcoming revised PCEP code language. Importantly, we ask that these code changes establish both the intent and requirement for robust community engagement in developing the Climate Investment Plans. And we ask the City to provide a sufficiently long (two-week) public comment period on the proposed PCEF code language changes ahead of the October 19 City Council public hearing on them. This will allow the public time to read the language changes and comment on them.



Sincerely yours,

Kyna Rubin, Trees for Life Oregon



Cc: cctestimony@portlandoregon.gov; Shade-Equity Coalition
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D e ar C o m missi o n er R u bi o a n d Cit y C o u n cil: 

W e t h a n k C o m missi o n er R u bi o f or r e c o g ni zi n g t h e ur g e n c y of t h e cli m at e crisis a n d pr o p osi n g 
a cti o n t hr o u g h a m or e str at e gi c P C E F t o h el p a d dr ess it. W e’r e es p e ci all y s u p p orti v e of 
pri oriti zi n g s p e n di n g o n tr e e- r el at e d cli m at e a cti o n a n d of eli mi n ati n g f u n di n g all o c ati o n li mits 
f or diff er e nt ar e as. A n d w e s u p p ort k e e pi n g t h e c o m m u nit y gr a nts pr o gr a m i nt a ct.  

W e li k e t h e pr o p os e d P C E F fr a m e w or k b e c a us e w e str o n gl y b eli e v e it is l o n g p ast ti m e  t o g et 
s eri o us a b o ut ali g ni n g P ortl a n d’s tr e e- r el e v a nt pr o gr a ms, c od es, b ur e a us, a n d b ur e a u pr a cti c es 
wit h t h e Cit y’s st at e d cli m at e a n d e q uit y g o als. T h e li v es of c urr e nt a n d f ut ur e g e n er ati o ns of 
P ortl a n d ers d e p e n d o n Cit y l e a d ers d oi n g t his.  

B ut m u c h , m u c h m or e w or k will b e n e e d e d. Cit y l e a d ers will n e e d  t h e p oliti c al will t o t hi n k bi g 
a b o ut a)  h o w t o pr es er v e t h e e xisti n g l ar g e s h a d e tr e es t h at c o m b at l et h al h e at isl a n d eff e cts, a n d 
b) h o w t o pr es er v e s p a c e i n n e w d e v el o p m e nt t o pl a nt n e w o n es. T hi n ki n g bi g m e a ns br e a ki n g 
fr o m t h e st at us q u o b y b ei n g o p en t o cr e ati v e , alt er n ati v e  w a ys  of tr ul y tr e as uri n g bi g tr e es 

t hr o u g h r e vis e d d esi g ns a n d c o d es.  A n d t hi n ki n g bi g m e a ns t h e Cit y m ust u n d ert a k e a str e et tr e e 
m ai nt e n a n c e pr o gr a m t o i m pr o v e str e et  tr e e c o n diti o n a n d l o n g e vit y, r e d u c e 
c o m m u nit y  r esist a n c e to pl a nti n g str e et tr e es, a n d eli mi n at e t h e c urr e nt dis pr o p orti o n at e fi n a n ci al 
b ur d e ns of str e et tr e e m ai nt e n a n c e  o n l o w er i n c o m e P ortl a n d ers. T h e P C E F pr o p os al w o ul d n ot 
s u p pl a nt t h e n e e d t o t a k e all of t h es e st e ps.       

T h o u g h w e s u p p ort t h e pr o p os e d P C E F fr a m e w or k, t h e d e vil, of c o urs e, is i n t h e d et ails. S o m e of 
t h os e d et ails will b e i m b e d d e d i n t h e u p c o mi n g r e vis e d P C E P c o d e l a n g u a g e. I m p ort a ntl y, we 
as k t h at  t h es e c o d e c h a n g es est a blis h b ot h t h e i nt e nt a n d r e q uir e m e nt f or r o b ust c o m m u nit y 
e n g a g e m e nt i n d e v el o pi n g t h e Cli m at e I n v est m e nt Pl a ns. A n d w e as k  t h e Cit y t o pr o vi d e a 
s uffi ci e ntl y l o n g (t w o-w e e k)  p u bli c c o m m e nt p eri o d o n t h e pr o p os e d P C E F c o d e l a n g u a g e 
c h a n g es a h e a d of  t h e O ct o b er 1 9 Cit y C o u n cil p u bli c h e ari n g o n t h e m. T his will all o w t h e p u bli c 
ti m e t o r e a d t h e l a n g u a g e c h a n g es a n d c o m m e nt o n t h e m. 

 

Si n c er el y y o urs, 

K y n a R u bi n, Tr e es f or Lif e Or e g o n  



 

C c: c ct esti m o n y @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v ; S h a d e- E q uit y C o aliti o n 
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Hi t h er e,

I a m s u b mitti n g t his writt e n c o m m e nt ( att a c h e d as P D F) f or t h e 1 0/ 1 9/ 2 2 cit y c o u n cil m e eti n g
si n c e I will n ot b e a bl e t o att e n d i n p ers o n.

T h a n k y o u,

T yl er
h e/ hi m/ his
F or est D ef e ns e T e a m C o- L e a d
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 To whom it may concern, 


 I wanted to write to express my support of Commissioner Rubio’s proposal to restructure PCEF funding use 
 to support efficient energies, affordable multi-family housing, continued community grants, and  especially  street 
 tree planting and maintenance. Not much of what I say here will be news to the Commissioners and PCEF 
 committee, but I want to affirm that Portland has a racist history of redlining and under-funding 
 neighborhoods that are predominantly inhabited by BIPOC and low-income communities. We have neglected 
 our neighbors. And while this plan will not change the  causes  of these racist, classist policies and practices  in 
 our city, it may change the  effects  that are threatening the health and well-being of our BIPOC and low-income 
 communities during the well documented heat islands happening in our city. As we expect extreme weather 
 events to only worsen as the climate crisis continues, we owe it to our community to keep people safe. Trees 
 are no longer a luxury, but are a life-saving necessity. 


 According to OPB 
 (  https://www.opb.org/article/2022/06/27/portland-remembers-people-died-heat-dome-one-year-ago/#:~:t 
 ext=The%20county's%20report%20says%2069,48%20people%20lived%20alone  .), Multnomah county was 
 deeply affected by the heat wave in 2021 and we can only expect that this will continue unless we do 
 something to intervene in our tree canopy  now  . 


 “In a typical year, there are around 95 deaths from all causes in the last week of June,” Haggerty said. 
 “But last year there were 186, nearly double the average of the previous three years.” 


 During that week, there were 257 emergency department and urgent care visits for heat illness, 
 according to the report. In a typical year, there are 83. 


 The county’s report says 69 people died during the week of deadly heat, and a total of 72 people died 
 from heat-related illness that summer. 


 Funding tree maintenance would also ensure that the cost of urban tree canopy growth would not fall onto 
 those most vulnerable, who may also struggle financially and find that cost could be prohibitive in accessing 
 these life saving trees. 


 Thank you for your proposal. I support it and I look forward to seeing it through to action. 


 Tyler Gilmore (he/him) 
 Team Co-Lead 
 Forest Defense Team, 350PDX 
 tyler@350pdx.org 



https://www.opb.org/article/2022/06/27/portland-remembers-people-died-heat-dome-one-year-ago/#:~:text=The%20county's%20report%20says%2069,48%20people%20lived%20alone
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 T o w h o m it m a y c o n c er n, 

 I w a nt e d t o writ e t o e x pr ess m y s u p p ort of C o m missi o n er R u bi o’s pr o p os al t o r estr u ct ur e P C E F f u n di n g us e 

 t o s u p p ort effi ci e nt e n er gi es, aff or d a bl e m ulti-f a mil y h o usi n g, c o nti n u e d c o m m u nit y gr a nts, a n d  es peci ally  str e et 

 tr e e pl a nti n g a n d m ai nt e n a n c e. N ot m u c h of w h at I s a y h er e will b e n e ws t o t h e C o m missi o n ers a n d P C E F 

 c o m mitt e e, b ut I w a nt t o affir m t h at P ortl a n d h as a r a cist hist or y of r e dli ni n g a n d u n d er-f u n di n g 

 n ei g h b or h o o ds t h at ar e pr e d o mi n a ntl y i n h a bit e d b y BI P O C a n d l o w-i n c o m e c o m m u niti es. We h a v e n e gl e ct e d 

 o ur n ei g h b ors. A n d w hil e t his pl a n will n ot c h a n g e t h e  c a uses  of t h es e r a cist, cl assist p oli ci es a n d pr a cti c es  i n 

 o ur cit y, it m a y c h a n g e t h e  effects  t h at ar e t hr e at e ni n g t h e h e alt h a n d w ell- b ei n g of o ur BI P O C a n d l o w-i n c o m e 

 c o m m u niti es d uri n g t h e w ell d o c u m e nt e d h e at isl a n ds h a p p e ni n g i n o ur cit y. As w e e x p e ct e xtr e m e w e at h er 

 e v e nts t o o nl y w ors e n as t h e cli m at e crisis c o nti n u es, w e o w e it t o o ur c o m m u nit y t o k e e p p e o pl e s af e. Tr e es 

 ar e n o l o n g er a l u x ur y, b ut ar e a lif e-s a vi n g n e c essit y. 

 A c c or di n g t o O P B 

 (  htt ps: / / w w w. o p b. or g / arti cl e / 2 0 2 2 / 0 6 / 2 7 / p ortl a n d-r e m e m b ers- p e o pl e- di e d- h e at- d o m e- o n e- y e ar- a g o / #: ~:t 

 e xt = T h e % 2 0 c o u nt y's % 2 0r e p ort % 2 0s a ys % 2 0 6 9, 4 8 % 2 0 p e o pl e % 2 0li v e d % 2 0 al o n e  .), M ult n o m a h c o u nt y w as 

 d e e pl y aff e ct e d b y t h e h e at w a v e i n 2 0 2 1 a n d w e c a n o nl y e x p e ct t h at t his will c o nti n u e u nl ess w e d o 

 s o m et hi n g t o i nt er v e n e i n o ur tr e e c a n o p y  no w  . 

 “I n a t y pi c al y e ar, t h er e ar e ar o u n d 9 5 d e at hs fr o m all c a us es i n t h e l ast w e e k of J u n e, ” H a g g ert y s ai d. 

 “ B ut l ast y e ar t h er e w er e 1 8 6, n e arl y d o u bl e t h e a v er a g e of t h e pr e vi o us t hr e e y e ars. ” 

 D uri n g t h at w e e k, t h er e w er e 2 5 7 e m er g e n c y d e p art m e nt a n d ur g e nt c ar e visits f or h e at ill n ess, 

 a c c or di n g t o t h e r e p ort. I n a t y pi c al y e ar, t h er e ar e 8 3. 

 T h e c o u nt y’s r e p ort s a ys 6 9 p e o pl e di e d d uri n g t h e w e e k of d e a dl y h e at, a n d a t ot al of 7 2 p e o pl e di e d 

 fr o m h e at-r el at e d ill n ess t h at s u m m er. 

 F u n di n g tr e e m ai nt e n a n c e w o ul d als o e ns ur e t h at t h e c ost of ur b a n tr e e c a n o p y gr o wt h w o ul d n ot f all o nt o 

 t h os e m ost v ul n er a bl e, w h o m a y als o str u g gl e fi n a n ci all y a n d fi n d t h at c ost c o ul d b e pr o hi biti v e i n a c c essi n g 

 t h es e lif e s a vi n g tr e es. 

 T h a n k y o u f or y o ur pr o p os al. I s u p p ort it a n d I l o o k f or w ar d t o s e ei n g it t hr o u g h t o a cti o n. 

 Tyl er Gil m or e ( h e / hi m) 

 Te a m C o- L e a d 

 F or est D ef e ns e Te a m, 3 5 0 P D X 

 t yl er @ 3 5 0 p d x. or g 

https://www.opb.org/article/2022/06/27/portland-remembers-people-died-heat-dome-one-year-ago/#:~:text=The%20county's%20report%20says%2069,48%20people%20lived%20alone
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/06/27/portland-remembers-people-died-heat-dome-one-year-ago/#:~:text=The%20county's%20report%20says%2069,48%20people%20lived%20alone
mailto:tyler@350pdx.org


F r o m: Br e n n a B ell
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Pl e as e s e e att a c h e d!

-- 
Br e n n a B ell  ( s h e/ h er)
F or e st Cli m at e M a n a g er, 3 5 0 P D X
br e n n a @ 3 5 0 p d x. or g

“ E v e n a w o u n d e d w orl d i s f e e di n g u s. E v e n a w o u n d e d w orl d h ol d s u s, gi vi n g u s m o m e nt s
of w o n d er a n d j o y. I c h o o s e j o y o v er d e s p air. N ot b e c a u s e I h a v e m y h e a d i n t h e s a n d, b ut
b e c a u s e j o y i s w h at t h e e art h gi v e s m e d ail y a n d I m u st r et ur n t h e gift.”

―  R o bi n W all Ki m m er er,  Br ai di n g S w e et gr a s s: I n di g e n o u s Wi s d o m, S ci e ntifi c

K n o wl e d g e a n d t h e T e a c hi n g s of Pl a nt s
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3625 N Mississippi Ave


Portland, OR 97227


503-281-1485


350PDX.org


To: Portland City Council


From: 350 PDX Forest Defense Team


cctestimony@portlandoregon.gov


October 13, 2022


RE: Changes to PCEF; Support of Urban tree equity


The Forest Defense Team of 350PDX advocates for improving shade equity in the City of


Portland. We support Commissioner Rubio’s proposal to fund tree planting and tree


maintenance in the Portland low-income neighborhoods utilizing Portland Clean Energy


Community Benefits Fund (PCEF) funding.


● Portland Clean Energy Funds must first and foremost be managed by, and go to


the support of, the communities that PCEF was enacted to empower.  Any


changes to the PCEF code necessarily must reflect this mandate and not shift


funds from the hands of the public into city government without utmost


transparency and accountability.


● 350PDX has supports Commissioner Rubio’s proposed changes to the Portland


Clean Energy Community Benefits Fund (PCEF) to expand the funding areas and


broaden the scope of eligible recipients to include City Departments, with the


caveat that we want clear assurances that community based organizations would


remain in charge of implementing the much-needed climate solutions.  As PCEF


is a community-based program, community based organizations must continue


to be the primary locus of decision-making and implementation.  We believe


funding should go to city bureaus so they are able to provide support and


expertise - but not control.


● We support the development of a five-year plan to address strategic programs, as


recommended by Commissioner Rubio. We ask that the PCEF committee is


responsible for developing and renewing this plan, not city staff or elected


officials.


● We generally support the suggested strategic programs, and especially endorse


the Tree Canopy growth and maintenance program, which is anticipated to


provide $40 million for Portlan’s urban trees over the next five years.  We believe


that the city taking financial responsibility for the tree maintenance in


low-income neighborhoods is crucial for successfully eliminating Portland’s


inequitable tree canopy. That said - funding tree maintenance does not equate to







the city providing tree maintenance. It is essential that community based


organizations with a proven track record of equitable community engagement are


the drivers of this new program.


● PCEF funding for street tree maintenance in low-income, low tree canopy


neighbor- hoods is an appropriate use of these community funds. While we hope


that the city eventually values all trees as public infrastructure and provides for


their care, PCEF funds should not be used for funding street tree maintenance in


wealthier neighborhoods.


● We ask that the PCEF funds be additive to the funds already designated by the


City for tree planting in Portland: $3 million/2 years in the 2022 budget, about


6000 trees.


● Commissioner Rubio’s Plan to focus on tree planting in the neighborhoods with


low tree canopy, with more dense populations of people of color, immigrants and


refugees, is consistent with the report Growing a more equitable urban forest
1
,


prepared by Portland Parks and Recreation in December 2018, with consultants


and a community advisory committee. This is a thoughtful, comprehensive


report, and we are disappointed that in the intervening years so little has been


done to implement it.  The time is now, and this is a positive step in the right


direction.


● The first 5-year plan should include mechanisms  to increase tree canopy on


rental property; recommended in the Equitable Urban Forest report. This will be


an important component of equitable tree canopy in Portland.


● Urban Forest Management Plan
2


is overdue for a 10-year update. We especially


wish to see the “review of canopy goals and tree planting targets” be included in


the update as recommended by the Growing a more equitable urban forest


report.


● The Climate Action Plan of 2015
3


for the City of Portland and Multnomah County


includes a goal of increasing the tree canopy from 30.7% to 33.3% by 2035. We


need a plan with annual targets for reaching this goal.


● There are other sources of funding for planting trees in the urban setting.


Research if any of these funding sources can be utilized for maintenance of street


trees, but if so likely could be used to address any backlog of tree maintenance,


but all are short-term funding sources. Potential funding sources:


1) Metro Nature in Neighborhoods capital grant program. The City and


school districts are potential applicants; plantings must be on public


property. Funded by the 2019 Metro Parks bond; $40 million.


2) The Oregon Department of Forestry has an Urban and Community


Forestry Program. It is unclear if it has grant funding for expanding the


urban forests in the state.







3) The Inflation Reduction Act will provide $1.5 billion nationwide for


planting urban forests over ten years.  This will be a grant program


which Portland may be able to tap.


● The proposed code changes, in Section 7.07.060, B3 states that 20% of funding


should go to non-profit organizations that address priority populations.  Given


the addition of funding recipients expanding to City departments and contracts to


for-profit companies, we request you change the code to ensure that 60% of


funding be reserved for non-profits representing the priority populations.


● Unrelated to the tree canopy, in Section 7.07.030, Section G on Energy efficiency,


energy storage is listed as one program area.  We would like this to be modified to


energy storage in association with renewable energy production.


In summary, The Forest Defense Team of 350PDX is very pleased to see the proposal of


$40 million to address Portland’s tree canopy inequity and maintenance of street trees


in the priority neighborhoods. This is a good step toward the city assuming the full


burden of maintaining street trees as a part of the public infrastructure.  However, we


strongly request that there are more assurances in the new code that centering


community decision-making for all PCEF-derived funds, as this is a crucial equity issue.


Sincerely,


Brenna Bell,


350PDX Forest Climate Manager


Darlene Chirman,


350PDX Forest Defense Team and


Great Old Broads for Wilderness Cascade-Volcanoes Chapter volunteer


Scott Killops,


350PDX Forest Defense Team volunteer


1
Growing a more equitable urban forest: Portland’s citywide tree planting strategy. Portland Parks &


Recreation. December 2018


2
Urban Forest Management Plan.


.
Portland Parks & Recreation.2004


3
Climate Action Plan. Bureau of Planning and Sustainability. 2015


4
Tree Canopy Monitoring: Protocol and Monitoring from 2000-2015. Portland Parks & Recreation.


2017
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T h e F o r e st D ef e n s e T e a m of 3 5 0 P D X a d v o c at e s f o r i m p r o vi n g s h a d e e q uit y i n t h e Cit y of
P o rtl a n d. W e s u p p o rt C o m mi s si o n e r R u bi o’ s p r o p o s al t o f u n d t r e e pl a nti n g a n d t r e e
m ai nt e n a n c e i n t h e P o rtl a n d l o w-i n c o m e n ei g h b o r h o o d s utili zi n g P o rtl a n d Cl e a n E n e r g y
C o m m u nit y B e n efit s F u n d ( P C E F) f u n di n g.

● P o rtl a n d Cl e a n E n e r g y F u n d s m u st fi r st a n d f o r e m o st b e m a n a g e d b y, a n d g o t o
t h e s u p p o rt of, t h e c o m m u niti e s t h at P C E F w a s e n a ct e d t o e m p o w e r.  A n y
c h a n g e s t o t h e P C E F c o d e n e c e s s a ril y m u st r efl e ct t hi s m a n d at e a n d n ot s hift
f u n d s f r o m t h e h a n d s of t h e p u bli c i nt o cit y g o v e r n m e nt wit h o ut ut m o st
t r a n s p a r e n c y a n d a c c o u nt a bilit y.

● 3 5 0 P D X h a s s u p p o rt s C o m mi s si o n e r R u bi o’ s p r o p o s e d c h a n g e s t o t h e P o rtl a n d
Cl e a n E n e r g y C o m m u nit y B e n efit s F u n d ( P C E F) t o e x p a n d t h e f u n di n g a r e a s a n d
b r o a d e n t h e s c o p e of eli gi bl e r e ci pi e nt s t o i n cl u d e Cit y D e p a rt m e nt s, wit h t h e
c a v e at t h at w e w a nt cl e a r a s s u r a n c e s t h at c o m m u nit y b a s e d o r g a ni z ati o n s w o ul d
r e m ai n i n c h a r g e of i m pl e m e nti n g t h e m u c h- n e e d e d cli m at e s ol uti o n s.  A s P C E F
i s a c o m m u nit y- b a s e d p r o g r a m, c o m m u nit y b a s e d o r g a ni z ati o n s m u st c o nti n u e
t o b e t h e p ri m a r y l o c u s of d e ci si o n- m a ki n g a n d i m pl e m e nt ati o n.  W e b eli e v e
f u n di n g s h o ul d g o t o cit y b u r e a u s s o t h e y a r e a bl e t o p r o vi d e s u p p o rt a n d
e x p e rti s e - b ut n ot c o nt r ol.

● W e s u p p o rt t h e d e v el o p m e nt of a fi v e- y e a r pl a n t o a d d r e s s st r at e gi c p r o g r a m s, a s
r e c o m m e n d e d b y C o m mi s si o n e r R u bi o. W e a s k t h at t h e P C E F c o m mitt e e i s
r e s p o n si bl e f o r d e v el o pi n g a n d r e n e wi n g t hi s pl a n, n ot cit y st aff o r el e ct e d
offi ci al s.

● W e g e n e r all y s u p p o rt t h e s u g g e st e d st r at e gi c p r o g r a m s, a n d e s p e ci all y e n d o r s e
t h e T r e e C a n o p y g r o wt h a n d m ai nt e n a n c e p r o g r a m, w hi c h i s a nti ci p at e d t o
p r o vi d e $ 4 0 milli o n f o r P o rtl a n’ s u r b a n t r e e s o v e r t h e n e xt fi v e y e a r s.  W e b eli e v e
t h at t h e cit y t a ki n g fi n a n ci al r e s p o n si bilit y f o r t h e t r e e m ai nt e n a n c e i n
l o w-i n c o m e n ei g h b o r h o o d s i s c r u ci al f o r s u c c e s sf ull y eli mi n ati n g P o rtl a n d’ s
i n e q uit a bl e t r e e c a n o p y. T h at s ai d - f u n di n g t r e e m ai nt e n a n c e d o e s n ot e q u at e t o



t h e cit y p r o vi di n g t r e e m ai nt e n a n c e. It i s e s s e nti al t h at c o m m u nit y b a s e d
o r g a ni z ati o n s wit h a p r o v e n t r a c k r e c o r d of e q uit a bl e c o m m u nit y e n g a g e m e nt a r e
t h e d ri v e r s of t hi s n e w p r o g r a m.

● P C E F f u n di n g f o r st r e et t r e e m ai nt e n a n c e i n l o w-i n c o m e, l o w t r e e c a n o p y
n ei g h b o r- h o o d s i s a n a p p r o p ri at e u s e of t h e s e c o m m u nit y f u n d s. W hil e w e h o p e
t h at t h e cit y e v e nt u all y v al u e s all t r e e s a s p u bli c i nf r a st r u ct u r e a n d p r o vi d e s f o r
t h ei r c a r e, P C E F f u n d s s h o ul d n ot b e u s e d f o r f u n di n g st r e et t r e e m ai nt e n a n c e i n
w e alt hi e r n ei g h b o r h o o d s.

● W e a s k t h at t h e P C E F f u n d s b e a d diti v e t o t h e f u n d s al r e a d y d e si g n at e d b y t h e
Cit y f o r t r e e pl a nti n g i n P o rtl a n d: $ 3 milli o n / 2 y e a r s i n t h e 2 0 2 2 b u d g et, a b o ut
6 0 0 0 t r e e s.

● C o m mi s si o n e r R u bi o’ s Pl a n t o f o c u s o n t r e e pl a nti n g i n t h e n ei g h b o r h o o d s wit h
l o w t r e e c a n o p y, wit h m o r e d e n s e p o p ul ati o n s of p e o pl e of c ol o r, i m mi g r a nt s a n d
r ef u g e e s, i s c o n si st e nt wit h t h e r e p o rt G r o wi n g a m o r e e q uit a bl e u r b a n f o r e st 1,
p r e p a r e d b y P o rtl a n d P a r k s a n d R e c r e ati o n i n D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 8, wit h c o n s ult a nt s
a n d a c o m m u nit y a d vi s o r y c o m mitt e e. T hi s i s a t h o u g htf ul, c o m p r e h e n si v e
r e p o rt, a n d w e a r e di s a p p oi nt e d t h at i n t h e i nt e r v e ni n g y e a r s s o littl e h a s b e e n
d o n e t o i m pl e m e nt it.  T h e ti m e i s n o w, a n d t hi s i s a p o siti v e st e p i n t h e ri g ht
di r e cti o n.

● T h e fi r st 5- y e a r pl a n s h o ul d i n cl u d e m e c h a ni s m s  t o i n c r e a s e t r e e c a n o p y o n
r e nt al p r o p e rt y; r e c o m m e n d e d i n t h e E q uit a bl e U r b a n F o r e st r e p o rt. T hi s will b e
a n i m p o rt a nt c o m p o n e nt of e q uit a bl e t r e e c a n o p y i n P o rtl a n d.

● U r b a n F o r e st M a n a g e m e nt Pl a n 2 i s o v e r d u e f o r a 1 0- y e a r u p d at e. W e e s p e ci all y
wi s h t o s e e t h e “ r e vi e w of c a n o p y g o al s a n d t r e e pl a nti n g t a r g et s ” b e i n cl u d e d i n
t h e u p d at e a s r e c o m m e n d e d b y t h e G r o wi n g a m o r e e q uit a bl e u r b a n f o r e st
r e p o rt .

● T h e Cli m at e A cti o n Pl a n of 2 0 1 5 3 f o r t h e Cit y of P o rtl a n d a n d M ult n o m a h C o u nt y
i n cl u d e s a g o al of i n c r e a si n g t h e t r e e c a n o p y f r o m 3 0. 7 % t o 3 3. 3 % b y 2 0 3 5. W e
n e e d a pl a n wit h a n n u al t a r g et s f o r r e a c hi n g t hi s g o al.

● T h e r e a r e ot h e r s o u r c e s of f u n di n g f o r pl a nti n g t r e e s i n t h e u r b a n s etti n g.
R e s e a r c h if a n y of t h e s e f u n di n g s o u r c e s c a n b e utili z e d f o r m ai nt e n a n c e of st r e et
t r e e s, b ut if s o li k el y c o ul d b e u s e d t o a d d r e s s a n y b a c kl o g of t r e e m ai nt e n a n c e,
b ut all a r e s h o rt-t e r m f u n di n g s o u r c e s. P ot e nti al f u n di n g s o u r c e s:

1) M et r o N at u r e i n N ei g h b o r h o o d s c a pit al g r a nt p r o g r a m. T h e Cit y a n d
s c h o ol di st ri ct s a r e p ot e nti al a p pli c a nt s; pl a nti n g s m u st b e o n p u bli c
p r o p e rt y. F u n d e d b y t h e 2 0 1 9 M et r o P a r k s b o n d; $ 4 0 milli o n.

2) T h e O r e g o n D e p a rt m e nt of F o r e st r y h a s a n U r b a n a n d C o m m u nit y
F o r e st r y P r o g r a m. It i s u n cl e a r if it h a s g r a nt f u n di n g f o r e x p a n di n g t h e
u r b a n f o r e st s i n t h e st at e.



3) T h e I nfl ati o n R e d u cti o n A ct will p r o vi d e $ 1. 5 billi o n n ati o n wi d e f o r
pl a nti n g u r b a n f o r e st s o v e r t e n y e a r s.  T hi s will b e a g r a nt p r o g r a m
w hi c h P o rtl a n d m a y b e a bl e t o t a p.

● T h e p r o p o s e d c o d e c h a n g e s, i n S e cti o n 7. 0 7. 0 6 0, B 3 st at e s t h at 2 0 % of f u n di n g
s h o ul d g o t o n o n- p r ofit o r g a ni z ati o n s t h at a d d r e s s p ri o rit y p o p ul ati o n s.  Gi v e n
t h e a d diti o n of f u n di n g r e ci pi e nt s e x p a n di n g t o Cit y d e p a rt m e nt s a n d c o nt r a ct s t o
f o r- p r ofit c o m p a ni e s, w e r e q u e st y o u c h a n g e t h e c o d e t o e n s u r e t h at 6 0 % of
f u n di n g b e r e s e r v e d f o r n o n- p r ofit s r e p r e s e nti n g t h e p ri o rit y p o p ul ati o n s.

● U n r el at e d t o t h e t r e e c a n o p y, i n S e cti o n 7. 0 7. 0 3 0, S e cti o n G o n E n e r g y effi ci e n c y,
e n e r g y st o r a g e i s li st e d a s o n e p r o g r a m a r e a.  W e w o ul d li k e t hi s t o b e m o difi e d t o
e n e r g y st o r a g e i n a s s o ci ati o n wit h r e n e w a bl e e n e r g y p r o d u cti o n.

I n s u m m a r y, T h e F o r e st D ef e n s e T e a m of 3 5 0 P D X i s v e r y pl e a s e d t o s e e t h e p r o p o s al of
$ 4 0 milli o n t o a d d r e s s P o rtl a n d’ s t r e e c a n o p y i n e q uit y a n d m ai nt e n a n c e of st r e et t r e e s
i n t h e p ri o rit y n ei g h b o r h o o d s. T hi s i s a g o o d st e p t o w a r d t h e cit y a s s u mi n g t h e f ull
b u r d e n of m ai nt ai ni n g st r e et t r e e s a s a p a rt of t h e p u bli c i nf r a st r u ct u r e.  H o w e v e r, w e
st r o n gl y r e q u e st t h at t h e r e a r e m o r e a s s u r a n c e s i n t h e n e w c o d e t h at c e nt e ri n g
c o m m u nit y d e ci si o n- m a ki n g f o r all P C E F- d e ri v e d f u n d s, a s t hi s i s a c r u ci al e q uit y i s s u e.

Si n c e r el y,

B r e n n a B ell,
3 5 0 P D X F o r e st Cli m at e M a n a g e r

D a rl e n e C hi r m a n,
3 5 0 P D X F o r e st D ef e n s e T e a m a n d
G r e at Ol d B r o a d s f o r Wil d e r n e s s C a s c a d e- V ol c a n o e s C h a pt e r v ol u nt e e r

S c ott Kill o p s,
3 5 0 P D X F o r e st D ef e n s e T e a m v ol u nt e e r

1 G r o wi n g a m o r e e q uit a bl e u r b a n f o r e st: P o rtl a n d’ s cit y wi d e t r e e pl a nti n g st r at e g y. P o rtl a n d P a r k s &

R e c r e ati o n. D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 8

2 U r b a n F o r e st M a n a g e m e nt Pl a n. . P o rtl a n d P a r k s & R e c r e ati o n. 2 0 0 4

3 Cli m at e A cti o n Pl a n. B u r e a u of Pl a n ni n g a n d S u st ai n a bilit y. 2 0 1 5

4 T r e e C a n o p y M o nit o ri n g: P r ot o c ol a n d M o nit o ri n g f r o m 2 0 0 0- 2 0 1 5. P o rtl a n d P a r k s & R e c r e ati o n.
2 0 1 7



F r o m: Mi c h a el a M c C or mi c k

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: T e sti m o n y t o Cit y C o u n cil o n P C E F

D a t e: Fri d a y, O ct o b er 1 4, 2 0 2 2 1 0: 5 5: 1 1 A M

H ell o,

I w a nt t o off er m y t esti m o n y f or t h e O ct. 1 9 Cit y C o u n cil m e eti n g o n t h e pr o p os e d c h a n g es t o t h e P ortl a n d Cl e a n
E n er g y C o m m u nit y B e n efits F u n d.   I ur g e t h e C o u n cil t o m ai nt ai n c o m m u nit y, as o p p os e d t o Cit y b ur e a u, o v ersi g ht
of P C E F.   F urt h er m or e, I ur g e t h e Cit y C o u n cil t o r et ai n t h e i nt e nt of t h e P C E F i niti ati v e b y ass uri n g t h at
c o m m u nit y-l e d i niti ati v es b e all o c at e d a mi ni m u m of $ 6 0 milli o n a n n u all y as a fl o or f or gr a nt f u n d e d pr o gr a ms a n d
b e all o c at e d 2 5 % of all r e v e n u e c oll e ct e d fr o m t h e f e es, w hi c h e v er is l ar g er.   

R es p e ctf ull y,
Mi c h a el a M c C or mi c k
M e m b er, E xti n cti o n R e b elli o n P D X

mailto:michael.allyn.mccormick2@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: J e s si c a Z a h n o w

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: 1 0/ 1 9/ 2 2 C o u n cil A g e n d a - 8 7 3 P C E F F u n d

D a t e: Fri d a y, O ct o b er 1 4, 2 0 2 2 5: 1 3: 3 6 P M

A m o n g t h e c h a n g es b ei n g pr o p os e d t o t h e Cit y C o d e C h a pt er 7. 0 7 is a pr o p os al t o m or e t h a n
d o u bl e t h e a d mi nistr ati v e c a p o n t h e pr o gr a m.  

I r es p e ctf ull y s u b mit t his t esti m o n y t o as k t h e C o u n cil t o n ot a d o pt t his a d mi nistr ati v e c a p
a m e n d m e nt l a n g u a g e, s p e cifi c all y t h e c h a n g es t o t h e e xisti n g C h a pt er 7. 0 7. 0 4 0 ( C) - s u b ( E)
i n t h e pr o p os e d a m e n d m e nt, w hi c h i n cr e as e t h e a d mi nistr ati v e c a p fr o m 5 % t o 1 2 % p er y e ar.
T his is i n c o nsist e nt wit h t h e m e as u r e, as p ass e d, b y P o rtl a n d v ot e rs a n d is disi n g e n u o us
t o t h os e w h o p ass e d t his m e as u r e wit h t h e ass u r a n c e t h e p r o g r a m a d mi nist r ati o n w o ul d
b e fis c all y r e as o n a bl e.   

As t h e C o u n cil fi n ds i n its pr o p os al, t h e w or k n e e d e d t o b e d o n e a n d t h e  ur g e n c y ar o u n d t h at
w or k is  criti c al t o P ortl a n d ers. A n d t h e f u n ds s h o ul d  b e dir e ct e d, t o t h e gr e at est e xt e nt
p ossi bl e, t o t h e a ct u al pr oj e cts m a ki n g t h e c h a n g e v ers us all o c ati n g s u c h a l ar g e p er c e nt a g e t o
a d mi nistr ati o n s al ari es, e x p e ns es, a n d o v er h e a d.  

As e x pl ai n e d i n t h e iss u e bri ef, t h e e x p e ct e d pr o c e e ds c oll e ct e d fr o m t his t a x o n P ortl a n d
b usi n ess es, a n d o n P ortl a n d ers p ur c h asi n g it e ms at t h es e r et ail ers, h as i n cr e as e d fr o m
$ 4 0, 0 0 0, 0 0 0- $ 6 1, 0 0 0, 0 0 0 t o m or e t h a n $ 9 0, 0 0 0, 0 0 0. S o e v e n if t h e c a p r e m ai n e d at 5 %, t h e
i n cr e as e i n r e v e n u e alr e a d y r es ults i n a 5 0 % i n cr e as e, or $ 1. 5 m n/ y e ar i n cr e as e, of t h e
a d mi nistr ati v e b u d g et - fr o m ~ $ 3 m n/ y e ar t o $ 4. 5 m n/ y e ar. F urt h er m or e, t h e c a p e x cl u d es a n y
a n n u al a u dit c osts.  

I d o n ot o bj e ct t o t h e l a n g u a g e a m e n di n g t h e c al c ul ati o n of t h e p er c e nt c a p b as e d o n t h e t hr e e
pri or y e ars r e v e n u e. T his a m e n d m e nt is r e as o n a bl e a n d e ns ur es t h e pr o gr a m a d mi nistr at ors
c a n s m o ot h o ut y e ar-t o- y e ar v ari a bilit y i n F u n d  r e v e n u es f or a d e p e n d a bl e b u d g et.  

T h a n k y o u f or c o nsi d eri n g m y t esti m o n y. It's a l ot of w or k t o d o m y f ull ti m e j o b a n d st a y
e n g a g e d i n ci vi c a cti viti es. It's u nf ort u n at e t h at t h e p u bli c oft e n f e els t h at w hil e t h e y c a n
offi ci all y s p e a k, it's a t o k e n pr o c e d ur al g est ur e, a n d t h at t h e d e cisi o ns ar e b a k e d a h e a d of ti m e
wit h o ut r e al c o nsi d er ati o n of t h e p u bli c c o m m e nt. Y o u h a v e s u c h a n i m p ort a nt j o b a n d a
pri vil e g e as o ur p u bli c offi ci als. I h o p e y o u list e n t h o u g htf ull y t o o ur v oi c es.   

J essi c a Z a h n o w  

-- 
J essi c a Z a h n o w
p: ( 7 1 8) 9 7 4 1 7 1 8
e: j essi c a. z a h n o w @ g m ail. c o m
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F r o m: T err y P ar k er

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y ; W h e el er, M a y or ; C o m mi s si o n er M a p p s ; R y a n, D a n ; C o m mi s si o n er R u bi o ;
C o m mi s si o n er H ar d e st y ; Cit y A u dit or, M ar y H ull C a b all er o

S u bj e c t: T e sti m o n y t o t h e Cit y C o u n cil o n a g e n d a it e m 8 7 3, A m e n d P ortl a n d Cl e a n E n er g y C o m m u nit y B e n efit s C o d e,
2: 0 0 p m Ti m e C ert ai n O ct o b er 1 9, 2 0 2 2.

D a t e: S at ur d a y, O ct o b er 1 5, 2 0 2 2 1: 4 7: 4 7 P M

T o t h e m e m b er s of t h e P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil,
 
Pr e di ct a bl y a s d eli v er e d i n t e sti m o n y d uri n g t h e p u bli c h e ari n g s f or b ot h H B 2 0 0 1 a n d
RI P;   t h e pri c e of si n gl e f a mil y h o m e s a n d h o u si n g i n g e n er al h a s si g nifi c a ntl y
i n cr e a s e d wit h a l ar g e p art of t h e hi g h er pri c e t a g d u e t o i n cr e a s e d l a n d v al u e s i n
r e si d e nti al n ei g h b or h o o d s a n d s p e c ul at or s b u yi n g u p m a n y of t h e m o st aff or d a bl e
h o m e s li k el y t a ki n g i nt o a c c o u nt f ut ur e r e d e v el o p m e nt o p p ort u niti e s. Wit h l ot li n e t o
l ot li n e r efill d e v el o p m e nt all o w e d, r e si d e nti al str e et s h a v e b e c o m e f ull ti m e p ar ki n g
l ot s a n d tr e e c a n o pi e s ar e di s a p p e ari n g. 
 
A n e x a m pl e of t h e di s a p p e ari n g tr e e c a n o p y c a n b e f o u n d o n E a st B ur n si d e n e ar
1 0 2 n d. W h at w a s o n c e t hr e e o v er si z e l ot s wit h o n e h o m e o n e a c h i s n o w a bi g l ot li n e
t o l ot li n e h ol e i n t h e gr o u n d wit h r e d e v el o p m e nt t a ki n g pl a c e. T h e f or m er tr e e c a n o p y
i s a p p ar e nt o n t h e G o o gl e M a p i m a g e b el o w.
 

Wit h t h e pr o p o s al o n t h e t a bl e t o pr o vi d e $ 4 0 milli o n fr o m t h e Cl e a n E n er g y F u n d t o
gr e atl y e x p a n d P ortl a n d' s tr e e c a n o p y, t a x p a y er s ar e u n d ul y o n t h e h o o k t o r e pl a c e
t h e tr e e s d e v el o p er s c ut d o w n. T hi s s h o ul d b e a c o st p ai d f or b y t h e d e v el o p er s, n ot
t a x p a y er s. RI P n e e d s t o b e m o difi e d t o pr o vi d e f or m or e o p e n s p a c e t o pr e s er v e
m at ur e tr e e s. It i s h o w e v er a p pr o pri at e t o u s e Cl e a n E n er g y F u n d s t o r e st or e a n d a d d
tr e e s i n P ortl a n d P ar k s, o n t h e cit y o w n e d p u bli c g olf c o ur s e s a n d ot h er cit y o w n e d
pr o p erti e s.
 
A s f or t h e $ 1 0 0 Milli o n pr o p o s e d f or tr a n s p ort ati o n d e c ar b o ni z ati o n pr oj e ct s, t h e
d oll ar s o u g ht n ot t o b e u s e d t o r e pl a c e f ull tr affi c l a n e s wit h bi c y cl e a n d b u s o nl y
l a n e s. T h e m aj orit y of t h e s e t y p e s of pr oj e ct s cr e at e m or e tr affi c c o n g e sti o n w hi c h i n
t ur n cr e at e s m or e f u el c o n s u m pti o n a n d c ar b o n e mi s si o n s. A pri m e e x a m pl e i s o n N E
C o u c h Str e et l e a di n g t o t h e B ur n si d e Bri d g e w h er e t h e r e m o v al of o n e of t w o f ull
s er vi c e tr affi c l a n e s h a s b e e n r e pl a c e d wit h a b u s o nl y l a n e t h er e b y cr e ati n g a d d e d
c o n g e sti o n a n d e mi s si o n s n e arl y all d a y l o n g.
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A d diti o n all y tr affi c c o n g e sti o n i n P ortl a n d i s i n cr e a si n g b e c a u s e P B O T c o nti n u e s t o
w a st e t a x d oll ar s m a ki n g str e et s a n d m aj or t h or o u g hf ar e s i nt o a n o b st a cl e c o ur s e f or
dri v er s. T h e c urr e nt bi a s l e a d er s hi p at P B O T n e e d s t o b e r e pl a c e d i n t h at t h e y o nl y
li st e n t o s p e ci al i nt er e st gr o u p s s u c h a s t h e bi c y cli n g c o m m u nit y, T h e Str e et Tr u st
a n d tr a n sit ri d er s et c. w hil e t ur ni n g a d e af e ar a n d s h o wi n g littl e r e s p e ct t o t h e
t a x p a yi n g m ot ori st s t h at a ct u all y f u n d t h e r o a d s a n d cr e at e f a mil y w a g e j o b s. I n a
r e c e nt c o n v er s ati o n wit h a p o p ul ar br a n d n a m e n e w c ar d e al er, I w a s t ol d t h e p a yr oll
f or j u st t h e s er vi c e d e p art m e nt at t h e d e al er s hi p i s o v er si x milli o n d oll ar s a y e ar. T h e
t e c h ni ci a n s m a k e a h u n dr e d t h o u s a n d or m or e a y e ar. It i s cl e ar t h at m ot or v e hi cl e
u s a g e k e e p s t h e e c o n o m y h u m mi n g f or w ar d. Hi st or y cl e arl y d e m o n str at e s hi g h er
r at e s of p er s o n al m o bilit y ( s u c h a s dri vi n g) si g nifi c a ntl y c o ntri b ut e s t o gr e at er
e c o n o mi c pr o d u cti vit y w hi c h i n t ur n g e n er at e s f a mil y w a g e j o b s. M or e t h a n 1 0 % of
t h e j o b s i n Or e g o n  ar e ti e d t o t h e a ut o i n d u str y.  
 
T o e st a bli s h e q uit y, a d ult bi c y cli st s n e e d t o b e dir e ctl y t a x e d t o f u n d t h e pri vil e g e d
i nfr a str u ct ur e t h e y utili z e. Li k e wi s e, t hr o u g h t h e f ar e s y st e m, p u bli c tr a n sit n e e d s t o
b e c o m e m or e fi n a n ci all y s elf- s u st ai n a bl e w hi c h i n cl u d e s t h e m ai nt e n a n c e a n d f u n di n g
of s p e ci ali z e d tr a n sit o nl y i nfr a str u ct ur e i n cl u di n g b u s o nl y l a n e s o n p u bli c str e et s. If
$ 1 0 0 milli o n fr o m t h e Cl e a n E n er g y F u n d i s t o b e utili z e d f or tr a n s p ort ati o n
d e c ar b o ni z ati o n pr oj e ct s; it n e e d s t o b e utili z e d t o cr e at e r e si d e nti al off- str e et p ar ki n g
f or m ulti-f a mil y d e v el o p m e nt s a n d c h ar gi n g c a p a cit y f or el e ctri c v e hi cl e s i n all
r e si d e nti al p ar ki n g l ot s. C h ar g er s n e e d t o i n cl u d e a c o n s u m pti o n p a y m e nt s y st e m f or
t h e el e ctri cit y dr a w n, a gri d u p gr a d e f e e a n d a r o a d t a x e q uit a bl e wit h t h e g a s t a x.
T h e wiri n g of si n gl e f a mil y h o m e s w h er e n e e d e d f or c h ar g er c o n n e cti vit y c o ul d al s o
b e p art of t h e d e c ar b o ni z ati o n m e n u; a n d a g ai n RI P n e e d s t o b e m o difi e d t o r e q uir e
a d e q u at e off str e et p ar ki n g wit h el e ctri c v e hi cl e c h ar gi n g c o n n e cti vit y f or all n e w
r e si d e nti al d e v el o p m e nt. 
 
R e s p e ct a bl y s u b mitt e d,
 
T err y P ar k er
P ortl a n d
 
 
 
 
 
 



F r o m: a n ni e

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: Cl e a n E n er g y F u n d s

D a t e: S at ur d a y, O ct o b er 1 5, 2 0 2 2 8: 2 3: 2 0 P M

T h e first r o u n d of P C E F f u n di n g mi g ht n ot h a v e b e e n as s m o ot h as w e
w a nt e d, b ut t h e pr o gr a m is n o w r u n ni n g w ell. T h e cit y s h o ul d n ot tr y t o
s w o o p i n a n d t a k e c o ntr ol of t h e pr o gr a m or mis a p pr o pri at e t h e f u n ds
t h at t h e p u bli c V O T E D f or cl e a n e n er g y pr oj e cts t h at s er v e t h e BI P O C
c o m m u nit y.

T his f u n d is s u p p os e d t o b e m a n a g e d b y t h e c o m m u nit y a n d t h e cit y s h o ul d
n ot c h a n g e t h at. T h e m o n e y is s u p p os e d t o g o t o c o m m u nit y-l e d pr o gr a ms.

W hil e o n t h e s urf a c e m a n y of t h e pri oriti es i n C o m missi o n er R u bi o's pl a n
ar e t hi n gs i s u p p ort, s u c h as p utti n g $ 4 0 milli o n i nt o d e v el o pi n g a n
e q uit a bl e tr e e c a n o p y a n d h o usi n g a n d tr a ns p ort ati o n g o als, t h er e is a n
u n d erl yi n g pr o bl e m wit h t h e Cit y C o u n cil s etti n g a pr e c e d e nt of
d et er mi ni n g h o w P C E F f u n ds s h o ul d b e s p e nt.

C E F m ust n ot b e c o m e a pi g g y- b a n k t o b a c kfill f u n di n g of ot h er cit y
pr oj e cts, p arti c ul arl y gi v e n t h e u p c o mi n g el e cti o ns a n d t h e t e n d e n c y of
t h e C o u n cil t o b e i n t h e p o c k et of t h e b usi n ess c o m m u nit y. W e ur g e t h e
Cit y C o u n cil t o r et ai n t h e i nt e nt of t h e P C E F i niti ati v e. D o n't f or c e
w hit e s u pr e m a cist i d e as or pr o c ess o n t h e o v ersi g ht b o ar d.   D o n't
el e v at e w hit e s u pr e m a cist pri orit y o v er BI P O C str u ct ur e. E v er yt hi n g
d o es n't h a v e t o b e d o n e t h e w a y t h e cit y d o es t hi n gs ( es p e ci all y
c o nsi d eri n g t h at t h e cit y oft e n d o es t hi n gs p o orl y.

H o n or t h e will of t h e v ot ers. R es p e ct t h e d e cisi o n- m a ki n g of t h e
c o m m u nit y. R es p e ct t h e pr o c ess of t h e BI P O C c o m m u nit y.

a n ni e c a p est a n y

9 7 2 0 2
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F r o m: L a n d o e, Bri a n

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: U F C St at e m e nt o n C o u n cil It e m # 8 7 3

D a t e: M o n d a y, O ct o b er 1 7, 2 0 2 2 4: 1 1: 3 4 P M

A t t a c h m e n t s: U F C St at e m e nt o n P C E F C o d e C h a n g e s O ct o b er 2 0 2 2. p df

G o o d Aft er n o o n - Pl e as e a c c e pt t h e Ur b a n F or estr y C o m missi o n’s st at e m e nt o n C o u n cil It e m # 8 7 3:

A m e n d P ortl a n d Cl e a n E n er g y C o m m u nit y B e n efits C o d e t o b ett er ali g n wit h a n d e q uit a bl y m e et Cit y

cli m at e a cti o n g o als.

 

Bri a n L a n d o e  ( H e/ Hi m/ His) W h y d o I list m y pr o n o u ns ?

A n al yst III    |   Ur b a n F or estr y

5 0 3- 5 0 4- 0 8 3 6 ( c ell)    

M o n d a y – Fri d a y,   7: 0 0 a m – 3: 3 0 p m

1 1 2 0 S W 5 t h A v e n u e, S uit e 8 5 8   |   P ortl a n d, Or e g o n 9 7 2 0 4

 

 
p ortl a n d p ar k s. or g    |   F a c e b o o k   |   T witt er   |   Y o u T u b e   |   I nst a gr a m

T h e Cit y of P ortl a n d e ns ur es m e a ni n gf ul a c c ess t o Cit y pr o gr a ms, s er vi c es, a n d a cti viti es t o

c o m pl y wit h Ci vil Ri g hts Titl e VI a n d A D A Titl e II l a ws a n d r e as o n a bl y pr o vi d es: tr a nsl ati o n,

i nt er pr et ati o n, m o difi c ati o ns, a c c o m m o d ati o ns, alt er n ati v e f or m ats, a u xili ar y ai ds, a n d

s er vi c es. T o r e q u est t h es e s er vi c es, c o nt a ct 5 0 3- 8 2 3- 2 5 2 5, or f or R el a y S er vi c e or T T Y: 7 1 1  
 

mailto:Brian.Landoe@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
https://www.portland.gov/parks/pronouns
http://www.portlandparks.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PortlandParks
https://twitter.com/PDXParksandRec
https://www.youtube.com/user/pdxparksandrec/videos
http://instagram.com/portlandparks/



  
 


 
 


October	17,	2022	
	
	
Portland	City	Council	
1221	SW	Fourth	Ave.	
Portland,	OR	97204	
	
Dear	Mayor	Wheeler	and	City	Commissioners:	
	
The	City’s	Urban	Forestry	Commission	commends	Commissioner	Carmen	Rubio	and	
Bureau	of	Planning	and	Sustainability	staff	for	their	leadership	and	efforts	to	update	
and	expand	the	Portland	Clean	Energy	Fund	program	(PCEF).	To	help	address	the	
climate	crisis	we	are	facing	and	to	continue	to	empower	community	capacity-building	
and	participation,	this	program	must	be	designed	and	implemented	as	efficiently	and	
effectively	as	possible	and	remain	true	to	PCEF	original	goals	and	priorities.	
	
We	applaud	the	recognition	of	trees	and	green	infrastructure	as	critical	components	
of	the	PCEF	program.		The	Urban	Forestry	Commission	has	a	long-standing	interest	in	
this	strategic	initiative.		
	
Dedicated	funding	for	tree	planting	and	maintenance	is	essential	if	we	are	to	equitably	
prepare	our	city	for	a	clean	energy	future,	a	core	goal	and	identified	need	of	PCEF.	The	
proposed	$40	million	dollar	funding	for	tree	canopy	growth	and	maintenance	
demonstrates	that	the	City	is	serious	about	addressing	this	need.		This	will	provide	
great	opportunities	for	community	capacity	building	and	the	fostering	of	relationships	
and	partnerships	among	community	members	and	organizations.		It	is	important	to	
take	into	consideration	and	align	this	effort	with	concurrent	urban	forestry	initiatives	
and	associated	funding,	such	the	$150	million	to	be	directed	to	Oregon	in	support	of	
urban	forestry	programs	via	the	Inflation	Reduction	Act.	
	
The	Urban	Forestry	Commission	supports	the	proposal	to	develop	five-year	Climate	
Investment	Plans	that	would	guide	portions	of	the	PCEF’s	community	grant	program	
and	strategic	direction.	Again,	we	look	forward	to	collaborating	with	the	broader	
community	in	a	robust	and	transparent	public	engagement	process	to	co-create	
aspects	of	the	Climate	Investment	Plans	relating	to	tree	planting	and	maintenance.		
	
The	City	of	Portland	must	take	financial	responsibility	for	maintaining	Portland’s	
Street	Trees,	treating	these	assets	as	critical	infrastructure	and	remove	the	financial	
burden	of	maintaining	these	assets	from	adjacent	property	owners.	This	is	essential	to	
remove	economic	barriers	for	low-income	Portlanders	to	street	tree	maintenance,	to	
ensure	an	equitable	and	climate	resilient	urban	forest	for	all.	The	PCEF	proposal	
would	not	supplant	the	need	for	a	long-term	Street	Tree	asset	management	program	







 
 


 
 


(currently	under	consideration	as	part	of	Portland	Parks	and	Recreation’s	Sustainable	
Futures	project).	The	PCEF	tree	canopy	growth	and	maintenance	CIP	proposal	should	
instead	serve	as	a	pilot	program,	including	investing	in	training	and	workforce	
development,	building	community	capacity,	and	developing	and	piloting	various	
programmatic	approaches.	These	pilots	should	focus	on	under	resourced	
communities	and	include	proactive	community-led	outreach	and	education,	while	also	
addressing	conditions	that	exist	in	distinct	parts	of	the	city	(e.g.,	streets	with	small	
trees	and	streets	with	large	trees).		
	
We	recognize	that	some	of	the	proposed	code	changes	are	necessary	to	handle	the	
increasing	demands	of	administering	a	growing	fund.	It	is		important	that	the	code	
support	the	building	of	additional	capacity	to	support	an	effective	tree	planting	and	
maintenance	program,	including	program	coordination	and	procurement,	and	access	
to	trained	arborists	and	heavy	equipment	to	maintain	large	trees.	
	
Community	empowerment	and	engagement	must	remain	at	the	heart	of	PCEF.	If	funds	
are	to	be	allocated	to	public	agencies	and	private	businesses,	the	intent	and	criteria	
should	be	clearly	defined	in	the	rule	and	further	defined	in	the	Climate	Investment	
Plans.	The	community	should	have	an	integral	role	in	creating	and	carrying	out	the	
process,	design,	and	implementation.			
	
The	Urban	Forestry	Commission	noted	the	proposed	increase	of	the	cap	on	
administration	costs	from	5%	to	12%.	This	is	a	significant	amount	of	money.	For	
transparency	purposes,	please	provide	information	explaining	the	need	for	an	
increase	of	this	magnitude.	Regardless	of	the	cap	size,	care	should	be	taken	to	manage	
administrative	costs,	recognizing	that	additional	funds	are	needed	for	community	
outreach	and	mechanisms	to	channel	PCEF	funds	efficiently	and	expeditiously.	
	
We	also	support	amending	the	PCEF	code	to	allow	the	creation	of	a	permanent	Green	
Infrastructure	Maintenance	Fund.	This	proposal	recognizes	the	need	for	a	
programmatic	approach	to	maintaining	these	critical	infrastructure	assets	and	will	
provide	more	consistency,	predictability,	transparency	in	implementation.	We	look	
forward	to	learning	about	and	participating	in	the	establishment	of	this	important	
revenue	management	tool.					
	
Thank	you	again	for	your	efforts	and	we	look	forward	to	continued	collaboration.	
	
Sincerely,	
	
	
Vivek	Shandas	
Urban	Forestry	Commission	Chair	







  
 

 
 

O ct o b e r	 1 7,	 2 0 2 2 	
	
	
P o rtl a n d	 Cit y	 C o u n cil 	
1 2 2 1	 S W	 F o u rt h	 A v e. 	
P o rtl a n d,	 O R	 9 7 2 0 4 	
	
D e a r	 M a y o r	 W h e el e r	 a n d	 Cit y	 C o m mi s si o n e r s: 	
	
T h e	 Cit y’ s	 U r b a n	 F o r e st r y	 C o m mi s si o n	 c o m m e n d s	 C o m mi s si o n e r	 C a r m e n	 R u bi o	 a n d	
B u r e a u	 of	 Pl a n ni n g	 a n d	 S u st ai n a bilit y	 st aff	f o r	t h ei r	l e a d e r s hi p	 a n d	 eff o rt s	t o	 u p d at e	
a n d	 e x p a n d	t h e	 P o rtl a n d	 Cl e a n	 E n e r g y	 F u n d	 p r o g r a m	( P C E F).	 T o	 h el p	 a d d r e s s	t h e	
cli m at e	 c ri si s	 w e	 a r e	f a ci n g	 a n d	t o	 c o nti n u e	t o	 e m p o w e r	 c o m m u nit y	 c a p a cit y -b uil di n g	
a n d	 p a r ti ci p ati o n,	t hi s	 p r o g r a m	 m u st	 b e	 d e si g n e d	 a n d	i m pl e m e nt e d	 a s	 effi ci e ntl y	 a n d	
eff e cti v el y	 a s	 p o s si bl e	 a n d	 r e m ai n	t r u e	t o	 P C E F	 o ri gi n al	 g o al s	 a n d	 p ri o riti e s.	
	
W e	 a p pl a u d	t h e	 r e c o g niti o n	 of	t r e e s	 a n d	 g r e e n	i nf r a st r u ct u r e	 a s	 c riti c al	 c o m p o n e nt s	
of	t h e	 P C E F	 p r o g r a m.		 T h e	 U r b a n	 F o r e st r y	 C o m mi s si o n	 h a s	 a	l o n g -st a n di n g	i nt e r e st	i n	
t hi s	 st r at e gi c	i niti ati v e.		
	
D e di c at e d	f u n di n g	f o r	t r e e	 pl a nti n g	 a n d	 m ai nt e n a n c e	i s	 e s s e nti al	if	 w e	 a r e	t o	 e q uit a bl y	
p r e p a r e	 o u r	 cit y	f o r	 a	 cl e a n	 e n e r g y	f ut u r e,	 a	 c o r e	 g o al	 a n d	i d e ntifi e d 	n e e d	 of	 P C E F.	 T h e	
p r o p o s e d	 $ 4 0	 milli o n	 d oll a r	f u n di n g	f o r	t r e e	 c a n o p y	 g r o wt h	 a n d	 m ai nt e n a n c e	
d e m o n st r at e s	t h at	t h e	 Cit y	i s	 s e ri o u s	 a b o ut	 a d d r e s si n g	t hi s	 n e e d.		 T hi s	 will	 p r o vi d e	
g r e at	 o p p o rt u niti e s	f o r	 c o m m u nit y	 c a p a cit y	 b uil di n g	 a n d	t h e	f o st e ri n g	 of	 r el a ti o n s hi p s	
a n d	 p a rt n e r s hi p s	 a m o n g	 c o m m u nit y	 m e m b e r s	 a n d	 o r g a ni z ati o n s.		It	i s	i m p o rt a nt	t o	
t a k e	i nt o	 c o n si d e r ati o n	 a n d	 ali g n	t hi s	 eff o rt	 wit h	 c o n c u r r e nt	 u r b a n	f o r e st r y	i niti ati v e s	
a n d	 a s s o ci at e d	f u n di n g,	 s u c h	t h e	 $ 1 5 0	 milli o n	t o	 b e	 di r e ct e d	t o	 O r e g o n	i n	 s u p p o rt	 of	
u r b a n	f o r e st r y	 p r o g r a m s	 vi a	t h e	I nfl ati o n	 R e d u cti o n	 A ct. 	
	
T h e	 U r b a n	 F o r e st r y	 C o m mi s si o n	 s u p p o rt s	t h e	 p r o p o s al	t o	 d e v el o p	fi v e -y e a r	 Cli m at e	
I n v e st m e nt	 Pl a n s	t h at	 w o ul d	 g ui d e	 p o rti o n s	 of	t h e	 P C E F’ s	 c o m m u nit y	 g r a nt	 p r o g r a m	
a n d	 st r at e gi c	 di r e cti o n.	 A g a i n,	 w e	l o o k	f o r w a r d	t o	 c oll a b o r ati n g	 wit h	t h e	 b r o a d e r	
c o m m u nit y	i n	 a	 r o b u st	 a n d	t r a n s p a r e nt	 p u bli c	 e n g a g e m e nt	 p r o c e s s	t o	 c o -c r e at e	
a s p e ct s	 of	t h e	 Cli m at e	I n v e st m e nt	 Pl a n s	 r el ati n g	t o	t r e e	 pl a nti n g	 a n d	 m ai nt e n a n c e.	 	
	
T h e	 Cit y 	of	 P o rtl a n d 	 m u st	t a k e	fi n a n ci al	 r e s p o n si bilit y	f o r	 m ai nt ai ni n g	 P o rtl a n d’ s	
St r e et	 T r e e s,	t r e ati n g	t h e s e	 a s s et s	 a s	 c riti c al	i nf r a st r u ct u r e	 a n d	 r e m o v e	t h e	fi n a n ci al	
b u r d e n	 of	 m ai nt ai ni n g	t h e s e	 a s s et s	f r o m	 a dj a c e nt	 p r o p e rt y	 o w n e r s.	 T hi s	i s	 e s s e nti al	t o	
r e m o v e	 e c o n o mi c	 b a r ri e r s	f o r	l o w -i n c o m e	 P o rtl a n d e r s	t o	 st r e et	t r e e	 m ai nt e n a n c e,	t o	
e n s u r e	 a n	 e q uit a bl e	 a n d	 cli m at e	 r e sili e nt	 u r b a n	f o r e st	f o r	 all.	 T h e	 P C E F	 p r o p o s al	
w o ul d	 n ot	 s u p pl a nt	t h e	 n e e d	f o r	 a	l o n g -t e r m	 St r e et	 T r e e	 a s s et	 m a n a g e m e nt	 p r o g r a m	



 
 

 
 

( c u r r e ntl y	 u n d e r	 c o n si d e r ati o n	 a s	 p a rt	 of	 P o rtl a n d	 P a r k s	 a n d	 R e c r e ati o n’ s	 S u st ai n a bl e	
F ut u r e s	 p r oj e ct).	 T h e	 P C E F	t r e e	 c a n o p y	 g r o wt h	 a n d	 m ai nt e n a n c e	 CI P	 p r o p o s al	 s h o ul d	
i n st e a d	 s e r v e	 a s	 a	 pil ot	 p r o g r a m,	i n cl u di n g	i n v e sti n g	i n	t r ai ni n g	 a n d	 w o r kf o r c e	
d e v el o p m e nt,	 b uil di n g	 c o m m u nit y	 c a p a cit y,	 a n d	 d e v el o pi n g	 a n d	 pil oti n g	 v a ri o u s	
p r o g r a m m ati c	 a p p r o a c h e s.	 T h e s e	 pil ot s	 s h o ul d	f o c u s	 o n	 u n d e r	 r e s o u r c e d 	
c o m m u niti e s	 a n d	i n cl u d e	 p r o a cti v e	 c o m m u nit y -l e d	 o ut r e a c h	 a n d	 e d u c ati o n,	 w hil e	 al s o	
a d d r e s si n g	 c o n diti o n s	t h at	 e xi st	i n	 di sti n ct	 p a rt s	 of	t h e	 cit y	( e. g.,	 st r e et s	 wit h	 s m all	
t r e e s	 a n d	 st r e et s	 wit h	l a r g e	t r e e s).		
	
W e	 r e c o g ni z e	t h at	 s o m e	 of	t h e	 p r o p o s e d	 c o d e	 c h a n g e s	 a r e	 n e c e s s a r y	t o	 h a n dl e	t h e	
i n c r e a si n g	 d e m a n d s	 of	 a d mi ni st e ri n g	 a	 g r o wi n g	f u n d.	It	i s		i m p o rt a nt	t h at	t h e	 c o d e	
s u p p o rt	t h e	 b uil di n g	 of	 a d diti o n al	 c a p a cit y	t o	 s u p p o rt	 a n	 eff e cti v e	t r e e	 pl a nti n g	 a n d	
m ai nt e n a n c e	 p r o g r a m,	i n cl u di n g	 p r o g r a m	 c o o r di n ati o n	 a n d	 p r o c u r e m e nt,	 a n d	 a c c e s s	
t o	t r ai n e d	 a r b o ri st s	 a n d	 h e a v y	 e q ui p m e nt	t o	 m ai nt ai n	l a r g e	t r e e s. 	
	
C o m m u nit y	 e m p o w e r m e nt	 a n d	 e n g a g e m e nt	 m u st	 r e m ai n	 at	t h e	 h e a rt	 of	 P C E F.	If	f u n d s	
a r e	t o	 b e	 all o c at e d	t o	 p u bli c	 a g e n ci e s	 a n d	 p ri v at e	 b u si n e s s e s,	t h e	i nt e nt	 a n d	 c rit e ri a	
s h o ul d	 b e	 cl e a rl y	 d efi n e d	i n	t h e	 r ul e	 a n d	f u rt h e r	 d efi n e d	i n	t h e	 Cli m at e	I n v e st m e nt	
Pl a n s.	 T h e	 c o m m u nit y	 s h o ul d	 h a v e	 a n	i nt e g r al	 r ol e	i n	 c r e ati n g	 a n d	 c a r r yi n g	 o ut	t h e	
p r o c e s s,	 d e si g n,	 a n d	i m pl e m e nt ati o n.		 	
	
T h e	 U r b a n	 F o r e st r y	 C o m mi s si o n	 n ot e d	t h e	 p r o p o s e d	i n c r e a s e	 of	t h e	 c a p	 o n	
a d mi ni st r ati o n	 c o st s	f r o m	 5 %	t o	 1 2 %.	 T hi s	i s	 a	 si g nifi c a nt	 a m o u nt	 of	 m o n e y.	 F o r	
t r a n s p a r e n c y	 p u r p o s e s,	 pl e a s e	 p r o vid e	i nf o r m ati o n	 e x pl ai ni n g	t h e	 n e e d	f o r	 a n	
i n c r e a s e	 of	t hi s	 m a g nit u d e.	 R e g a r dl e s s	 of	t h e	 c a p	 si z e,	 c a r e	 s h o ul d	 b e	t a k e n	t o	 m a n a g e	
a d mi ni st r ati v e	 c o st s,	 r e c o g ni zi n g	t h at	 a d diti o n al	f u n d s	 a r e	 n e e d e d	f o r	 c o m m u nit y	
o ut r e a c h	 a n d	 m e c h a ni s m s	t o	 c h a n n el	 P C E F	f u n d s	 effi ci e ntl y	 a n d	 e x p e diti o u sl y.	
	
W e	 al s o	 s u p p o rt	 a m e n di n g	t h e	 P C E F	 c o d e	t o	 all o w	t h e	 c r e ati o n	 of	 a	 p e r m a n e nt	 G r e e n	
I nf r a st r u ct u r e	 M ai nt e n a n c e	 F u n d.	 T hi s	 p r o p o s al	 r e c o g ni z e s	t h e	 n e e d	f o r	 a	
p r o g r a m m ati c	 a p p r o a c h	t o	 m ai nt ai ni n g	t h e s e	 c riti c al	i nf r a st r u ct u r e	 a s s et s	 a n d	 will	
p r o vi d e	 m o r e	 c o n si st e n c y,	 p r e di ct a bilit y,	t r a n s p a r e n c y	i n	i m pl e m e nt ati o n.	 W e	l o o k	
f o r w a r d	t o	l e a r ni n g	 a b o ut	 a n d	 p a rti ci p ati n g	i n	t h e	 e st a bli s h m e nt	 of	t hi s	i m p o rt a nt	
r e v e n u e	 m a n a g e m e nt	t o ol.				 	
	
T h a n k	 y o u	 a g ai n	f o r	 y o u r	 eff o rt s	 a n d 	w e	l o o k 	fo r w a r d	t o	 c o nti n u e d	 c oll a b o r ati o n. 	
	
Si n c e r el y, 	
	
	
Vi v e k	 S h a n d a s 	
U r b a n	 F o r e st r y	 C o m mi s si o n	 C h ai r 	



F r o m: M W

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: pr o p o s e d c h a n e s t o P C E F str u ct ur e t e sti m o n y

D a t e: M o n d a y, O ct o b er 1 7, 2 0 2 2 6: 5 3: 3 1 P M

I a m i n s u p p o rt of C o m mi s si o n e r R u bi o’ s p r o p o s al t o f u n d t r e e pl a nti n g a n d t r e e 
m ai nt e n a n c e i n t h e P o rtl a n d l o w-i n c o m e n ei g h b o r h o o d s utili zi n g P o rtl a n d Cl e a n 
E n e r g y C o m m u nit y B e n efit s F u n d ( P C E F) f u n di n g.

A s y o u a r e w ell a w a r e, l a st y e a r’ s h e at e m e r g e n c y a n d t hi s p a st s u m m e r’ s h e at w a v e s 
h a d di s p r o p o rti o n at e i m p a ct s o n l o w e r-i n c o m e n ei g h b o r h o o d s c o m p a r e d wit h hi g h e r-
i n c o m e n ei g h b o r h o o d s. O n e m aj o r r e a s o n f o r t hi s i s t h e diff e r e n c e i n t h e si z e of t h e 
t r e e c a n o pi e s b et w e e n l o w e r- a n d hi g h e r-i n c o m e  n ei g h b o r h o o d s. L o w e r-i n c o m e 
n ei g h b o r h o o d s i n P o rtl a n d, a s h a s b e e n d o c u m e nt e d b y t h e Cit y of P o rtl a n d a n d b y  
Vi v e k S h a n d a s of P S U, h a v e f e w e r s h a d e t r e e s a n d t h u s hi g h e r t e m p e r at u r e s d u ri n g 
h e at w a v e s t h a n hi g h e r-i n c o m e n ei g h b o r h o o d s i n P o rtl a n d. v] T h e p r e s e n c e o r l a c k of 
t r e e s h a d e h a s a si g nifi c a nt i m p a ct o n t h e t e m p e r at u r e i n t h e i m m e di at e a r e a. L o w e r-
i n c o m e n ei g h b o r h o o d s i n P o rtl a n d, h a v e f e w e r s h a d e t r e e s t h a n hi g h e r-i n c o m e 
n ei g h b o r h o o d s, w hi c h r e s ult s i n t h ei r b ei n g si g nifi c a ntl y h ott e r d u ri n g h e at w a v e s.   
L o w e r-i n c o m e a r e a s i n P o rtl a n d h a v e a di s p r o p o rti o n at e BI P O C p o p ul ati o n s, w hi c h 
m e a n s t h at BI P O C P o rtl a n d e r s a r e b ei n g di s p r o p o rti o n at el y i m p a ct e d. T hi s i s   
i n e q uit a bl e, a n d it i s ti m e t h e Cit y of P o rtl a n d a d d r e s s e s t hi s i n e q uit y eff e cti v el y.  

C o m mi s si o n e r R u bi o’ s Pl a n p ri o riti z e s t r e e pl a nti n g i n n ei g h b o r h o o d s wit h l o w t r e e 
c a n o p y a n d si g nifi c a nt p o p ul ati o n s of p e o pl e of c ol o r, i m mi g r a nt s a n d r ef u g e e s. T hi s 
ali g n s   wit h G r o wi n g a m o r e e q uit a bl e u r b a n f o r e st, t h e r e p o rt p r e p a r e d b y P o rtl a n d 
P a r k s a n d R e c r e ati o n i n D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 8. It h a s b e e n 4 y e a r s si n c e t h at r e p o rt w a s  
c o m pl et e d, a n d v e r y littl e h a s b e e n d o n e u p t o n o w t o i m pl e m e nt it.   Aft e r t w o 
s u m m e r s i n a r o w of e xt r e m e h e at, it i s p a st ti m e f o r i m pl e m e nt ati o n. T a ki n g o n  
r e s p o n si bilit y f o r pl a nti n g m o r e t r e e s i n t h e n ei g h b o r h o o d s t h at m o st n e e d t h e m i s a 
m e a ni n gf ul fi r st st e p.

T h e Cit y h a s al r e a d y d e si g n at e d s o m e f u n d s f o r t r e e pl a nti n g. I st r o n gl y u r g e y o u t o 
u s e t h e r e q u e st e d P C E F f u n d s i n a d diti o n t o - a n d n ot a s a s u b stit ut e f o r – t h o s e 
f u n d s.  I n a d diti o n, gi v e n t h e p u r p o s e a n d mi s si o n of P C E F, it i s i m p e r ati v e t h at 
c o m m u nit y b a s e d o r g a ni z ati o n s c o nti n u e t o b e t h e p ri m a r y l o c u s of d e ci si o n- m a ki n g  
a n d i m pl e m e nt ati o n, i n cl u di n g d e ci si o n s a r o u n d f u n d s d e si g n at e d f o r t r e e pl a nti n g.   
P C E F f u n di n g s h o ul d g o t o cit y b u r e a u s s o t h e y a r e a bl e t o p r o vi d e s u p p o rt a n d 
e x p e rti s e t o t h e s e c o m m u nit y b a s e d o r g a ni z ati o n s - n ot s o t h at t h e b u r e a u s t a k e o v e r 
d e ci si o n m a ki n g.

M a r y W at ki n s
S E P o rtl a n d

mailto:spedscout@gmail.com
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A t t a c h m e n t s: N W N _ P C E F _ O ct 2 2. p df

G o o d aft er n o o n,

 

O n b e h alf of N W N at ur al, pl e a s e s e e t h e att a c h e d d o c u m e nt f or o ur writt e n c o m m e nt s o n P ortl a n d City C o u n cil

A g e n d a It e m # 8 7 3. Pl e a s e d o n ot h e sit at e t o l et m e k n o w if t h er e ar e a ny q u e sti o n s or o ut st a n di n g n e e d s.

 

Si n c er ely,

A my R at hf el d er

 
A m y R at hf el d er

N W N at ur al – C o m m u nit y a n d G o v er n m e nt Aff air s, M ult n o m a h C o u nt y

5 0 3. 3 6 7. 9 5 5 4 I n w n at ur al. c o m
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S e e  o ur E n vir o n m e nt al, S o ci al a n d G o v er n a n c e R e p ort
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The Honorable Mayor Ted Wheeler            October 18, 2022 


Commissioner-in-Charge Carmen Rubio  


Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty  


Commissioner Mingus Mapps  


Commissioner Dan Ryan  


  


Re: NW Natural Comments on the City of Portland and Bureau of Planning and Sustainability 
Proposed Updates to the Portland Clean Energy Fund  


  


Mayor Wheeler and Commissioners Rubio, Hardesty, Mapps, and Ryan,  
 


We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on the City of Portland’s proposed updates to 
the Portland Clean Energy Fund (“PCEF”), and value the time and energy on the part of the Bureau 
of Planning and Sustainability and the oversight commissioner’s office in creating these new 
guidelines. NW Natural believes that addressing climate change is urgent and complex. Climate 
change is an issue that requires quick and thoughtful action and involvement by all of us. We 
support strategies that prioritize large-scale decarbonization, while safe-guarding resiliency, 
reliability, and affordability for Portland residents.  
 


As one of the oldest companies in Oregon, NW Natural has innovated and evolved over many years 
and multiple generations, most recently evidenced in our Vision 2050: Destination Zero report 
and our ongoing Less We Can initiative. We have expressed our continued desire to work with the 
City of Portland as a partner in reaching our collective climate goals, showcasing new and emerging 
technologies, growing green jobs and contributing to a circular economy. Today, we express our 
support for the proposed reforms to the Portland Clean Energy Fund. We believe that if they are 
adopted, these changes will help PCEF become a more effective and functional source of funding 
for projects that will support the City of Portland and its partners in reaching shared climate 
objectives.  
 


As such, Commissioner Rubio has proposed reforms to PCEF, with the aim of expanding the grant’s 
reach and enabling “bigger, bolder, and faster investments by the Portland Clean Energy Fund, 
while ensuring the program operates with unparalleled accountability, responsibility, and 
transparency.” Specifically, NW Natural would like to offer its support for the following 
recommended changes:  
 


• Code changes that would broaden the scope of eligible funding recipients: More 
specifically, expanding the funding scope for projects within the City of Portland to include 
grants and contracts, allowing government entities, for-profit businesses, and workforce 
entities to be eligible for awards and additionally allowing for organizations outside the City 
to develop these projects.  



https://www.nwnatural.com/about-us/the-company/carbon-neutral-future

https://www.nwnatural.com/about-us/environment/less-we-can





 


• Development of strategic 5-year investment plans to increase the program’s 
accountability: More specifically, the requirement that these climate investment plans 
(“CIP”) are subject to approval by the Portland City Council and will include measurable 
goals for funding allocations.  


• Addressing specific recommendations outlined by the PCEF audit: These include 
the proposed changes that address the accountability, scope, and strategic direction of the 
program.  


 


In reviewing the proposed reforms, NW Natural has outstanding clarifying questions we hope 
PCEF administrators, members of the Council, and/or the oversight commissioner’s office can 
answer in the spirit of partnership:  
 


• How do the newly adopted DEQ rules at the state level factor into the development of the 
CIPs? What sources (jurisdictional climate action plans, etc.) are the PCEF committee 
members planning to draw from in prioritizing potential investment allocations in these 
CIPs?  


• On the proposed “strategic program #2,” which centers around increasing efficiency on 
renewable energy upgrades in new and redeveloped regulated affordable multifamily 
housing: What partnership opportunities are committee members planning to engage 
(utilities, developers, etc.)?  


• What will community stakeholder processes look like for the development of the initial 5-
year CIP?  


 


We appreciate the expansion of the Portland Clean Energy Fund to incorporate programs that will 
enable funds to be used to further the work on the Portland Clean Industry Hub, as this will 
allow the community to have the opportunity to participate in larger scale green energy 
infrastructure. We are hopeful that Council’s adoption of these changes will prompt a program that 
is more inclusive and supportive of a wider variety of climate-friendly projects within the City of 
Portland. We ask that the Council and the PCEF committee members consider us a partner in this 
work and provide answers to the above questions, as well as conduct meaningful and constructive 
stakeholder engagement with private and public interests in crafting new strategic direction for 
PCEF and in helping to determine future funding allocations. We look forward to working with each 
public entity and facet of this program on the many opportunities to do and support climate work 
in this region while ensuring our most vulnerable populations are protected.  


  


Sincerely,  


  


  


Amy Rathfelder  


NW Natural Government and Community Affairs Manager, Multnomah County  







 

T h e H o n or a bl e M a y or T e d W h e el er             O ct o b er 1 8, 2 0 2 2  

C o m missi o n er -i n-C h ar g e C ar m e n R u bi o   
C o m missi o n er J o A n n H ar d est y   
C o m missi o n er Mi n g us  M a p ps   
C o m missi o n er D a n R y a n   
  

R e: N W N at ur al C o m m e nt s o n t h e Cit y of P ortl a n d a n d B ur e a u of Pl a n ni n g a n d S u st ai n a bilit y 
Pr o p os e d U p d at es t o t h e P ortl a n d Cl e a n E n er g y F u n d   
  

M a y or W h e el er a n d C o m missi o n er s  R u bi o, H ar d est y,  M a p p s , a n d R y a n,  
 

W e a p pr e ci at e t h e o p p ort u nit y t o pr o vi d e c o m m e nt s o n t h e Cit y of P ortl a n d’s pr o p os e d u p d at es t o 
t h e P ortl a n d Cl e a n E n er g y F u n d ( “ P C E F ”), a n d v al u e t h e ti m e a n d e n er g y o n t h e p art of t h e B ur e a u 
of Pl a n ni n g a n d S u st ai n a bilit y a n d t h e o v er si g ht c o m missi o n er’s offi c e i n cr e ati n g t h es e n e w 
g ui d eli n es.  N W N at ur al b eli e v es t h at a d dr e ssi n g cli m at e c h a n g e is ur g e nt a n d c o m pl e x. Cli m at e 
c h a n g e is a n iss u e t h at r e q uir es q ui c k a n d t h o u g htf ul a cti o n a n d i n v ol v e m e nt b y all of u s.  W e 
s u p p ort str at e gi e s t h at pri oritiz e l ar g e -s c al e d e c ar b o niz ati o n, w hil e s af e -g u ar di n g r e sili e n c y, 
r eli a bilit y, a n d aff or d a bilit y f or P ortl a n d r e si d e nt s.  
 

A s  o n e of t h e ol d est c o m p a ni es i n  Or e g o n, N W N at ur al h as i n n o v at e d a n d e v ol v e d o v er m a n y y e ars 
a n d m ulti pl e g e n er ati o n s, m o st r e c e ntl y e vi d e n c e d i n o ur  Visi o n 2 0 5 0: D esti n ati o n Z er o  r e p ort 
a n d  o ur o n g oi n g  L ess W e C a n  i niti ati v e. W e h a v e e x pr e ss e d o ur c o nti n u e d d esir e t o w or k wit h t h e 
Cit y of P ortl a n d as a p art n er i n r e a c hi n g o ur c oll e cti v e cli m at e g o als, s h o w c asi n g n e w a n d e m er gi n g 
t e c h n ol o gi es, gr o wi n g gr e e n  j o b s a n d c o ntri b uti n g  t o a cir c ul ar e c o n o m y.  T o d a y, w e  e x pr e s s o ur 
s u p p ort f or t h e  pr o p o s e d r ef or m s t o t h e P ortl a n d Cl e a n E n er g y F u n d. W e b eli e v e t h at if t h e y ar e 
a d o pt e d, t h e s e c h a n g e s will h el p P C E F b e c o m e a m or e  eff e cti v e a n d  f u n cti o n al s o ur c e of f u n di n g 
f or pr oj e ct s t h at will s u p p ort t h e Cit y of P ortl a n d a n d it s p art n er s i n r e a c hi n g  s h ar e d cli m at e 
o bj e cti v e s.   
 

As s u c h,  C o m missi o n er R u bi o  h as  pr o p os e d r ef or ms t o P C E F, wit h t h e ai m of e x p a n di n g t h e gr a nt’s 
r e a c h a n d e n a bli n g “ bi g g er, b ol d er, a n d f ast er i n v est m e nts b y t h e P ortl a n d Cl e a n E n er g y F u n d, 
w hil e e n s uri n g t h e pr o gr a m o p er at es wit h u n p ar all el e d a c c o u nt a bilit y, r es p o n si bilit y, a n d 
tr a n s p ar e n c y. ” S p e cifi c all y, N W N at ur al w o ul d li k e t o off er it s s u p p ort f or t h e f oll o wi n g 
r e c o m m e n d e d c h a n g es:  
 

•  C o d e c h a n g e s t h at w o ul d br o a d e n t h e s c o p e of eli gi bl e f u n di n g r e ci pi e nt s:  M or e 
s p e cifi c all y, e x p a n di n g t h e f u n di n g s c o p e  f or pr oj e ct s wit hi n t h e Cit y of P ortl a n d t o i n cl u d e 
gr a nt s a n d c o ntr a ct s,  all o wi n g g o v er n m e nt e ntiti es, f or -pr ofit b u si n ess es, a n d w or kf or c e 
e ntiti es  t o b e eli gi bl e f or a w ar d s a n d a d diti o n all y all o wi n g f or or g a ni z ati o ns o ut si d e t h e Cit y 
t o d e v el o p t h es e pr oj e cts.  

https://www.nwnatural.com/about-us/the-company/carbon-neutral-future
https://www.nwnatural.com/about-us/environment/less-we-can


 

•  D e v el o p m e nt of str at e gi c 5 -y e ar i n v e st m e nt pl a n s t o i n cr e a s e t h e pr o gr a m’ s 
a c c o u nt a bilit y:  M or e s p e cifi c all y, t h e r e q uir e m e nt t h at t h es e cli m at e i n v est m e nt pl a n s 
( “ CI P ”) ar e s u bj e ct t o a p pr o v al b y t h e P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil a n d will i n cl u d e m e a s ur a bl e 
g o als f or f u n di n g all o c ati o n s.   

•  A d dr e s si n g s p e cifi c r e c o m m e n d ati o n s o utli n e d b y t h e P C E F a u dit:  T h es e i n cl u d e 
t h e pr o p os e d  c h a n g es t h at a d dr e ss t h e a c c o u nt a bilit y, s c o p e, a n d str at e gi c dir e cti o n of t h e 
pr o gr a m.   
 

I n r e vi e wi n g t h e pr o p os e d r ef or m s, N W N at ur al h a s o ut st a n di n g cl arif yi n g q u e sti o n s w e h o p e 
P C E F a d mi ni str at or s, m e m b er s of t h e C o u n cil, a n d / or t h e o v er si g ht c o m mi s si o n er’ s offi c e c a n 
a n s w er i n t h e s pirit of p art n er s hi p:   
 

•  H o w d o t h e n e wl y a d o pt e d D E Q r ul es at t h e st at e l e v el f a ct or i nt o t h e d e v el o p m e nt of t h e 
CI Ps ? W h at s o ur c es (j uris di cti o n al cli m at e a cti o n pl a n s, et c.) ar e t h e P C E F c o m mitt e e 
m e m b er s pl a n ni n g t o dr a w fr o m i n pri oriti zi n g p ot e nti al i n v est m e nt all o c ati o n s i n t h es e 
CI Ps ?   

•  O n t h e pr o p os e d “str at e gi c pr o gr a m # 2, ” w hi c h c e nt ers ar o u n d i n cr e asi n g effi ci e n c y o n 
r e n e w a bl e e n er g y u p gr a d es i n n e w a n d r e d e v el o p e d r e g ul at e d aff or d a bl e m ultif a mil y 
h o u si n g: W h at p art n ers hi p o p p ort u niti es ar e c o m mitt e e m e m b er s pl a n ni n g t o e n g a g e 
( utiliti es, d e v el o p er s, et c.) ?  

•  W h at will c o m m u nit y st a k e h ol d er p r o c ess es l o o k li k e f or t h e d e v el o p m e nt of t h e i niti al 5 -
y e ar CI P ?   
 

W e a p pr e ci at e t h e e x p a nsi o n of t h e P ortl a n d Cl e a n E n er g y F u n d t o i n c or p or at e pr o gr a ms t h at will 
e n a bl e f u n d s t o b e u s e d t o f urt h er t h e w or k  o n t h e P ortl a n d Cl e a n I n d u str y H u b, as t his will  
all o w  t h e c o m m u nit y t o h a v e t h e o p p ort u nit y t o p arti ci p at e i n l ar g er s c al e gr e e n e n er g y 
i nfr astr u ct ur e. W e ar e h o p ef ul t h at C o u n cil’s a d o pti o n of t h es e c h a n g es will pr o m pt a pr o gr a m t h at 
i s m or e i n cl u si v e a n d  s u p p orti v e of a wi d er v ari et y of cli m at e -fri e ndl y pr oj e ct s  wit hi n t h e Cit y of 
P ortl a n d . W e as k t h at t h e C o u n cil a n d t h e P C E F c o m mitt e e m e m b er s c o n si d er u s a p art n er i n t his 
w or k a n d pr o vi d e a n s w ers t o t h e a b o v e q u esti o ns, a s w ell as c o n d u ct m e a ni n gf ul a n d c o n str u cti v e 
st a k e h ol d er e n g a g e m e nt wit h pri v a t e a n d p u bli c i nt er est s i n cr afti n g n e w str at e gi c dir e cti o n f or 
P C E F a n d i n h el pi n g t o d et er mi n e f ut ur e f u n di n g all o c ati o n s. W e l o o k f or w ar d t o  w or ki n g wit h e a c h 
p u bli c e ntit y a n d f a c et of t his pr o gr a m o n t h e m a n y o p p ort u niti es t o d o a n d s u p p ort cli m at e w o r k 
i n t his r e gi o n w hil e e n s uri n g o ur m o st v ul n er a bl e p o p ul ati o n s ar e pr ot e ct e d.  
  

Si n c er el y,   
  
  

A m y R at hf el d er   
N W N at ur al G o v er n m e nt a n d C o m m u nit y Aff airs M a n a g er, M ult n o m a h C o u nt y   



F r o m: h oli sti c o o k e @ a ol. c o m

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: I m pr o v e m e nt s t o P C E F Str u ct ur e

D a t e: T u e s d a y, O ct o b er 1 8, 2 0 2 2 7: 0 7: 1 1 P M

T o:  c ct esti m o n y @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v
S u bj e ct:  I m pr o v e m e nts t o P C E F Str u ct ur e

D e ar C o m missi o n ers,

W e ar e t hrill e d wit h t h e m u c h- n e e d e d a n d l o n g- o v er d u e i n v est m e nt i n tr e e- c a n o p y e x p a nsi o n. W e 
ar e writi n g i n r e g ar ds t o t h e i m pl e m e nt ati o n of t his cli m at e r esili e n c e str at e g y.
W e e n c o ur a g e y o u t o c o nti n u e t o e m p o w er l o c al c o m m u niti es t o b e r es p o nsi bl e f or m a n a gi n g t h e b ul k of 
t h e f u n ds, s u c h t h at t h e ori gi n al v al u es of P C E F ar e m ai nt ai n e d. S p e cifi c all y w e s u p p ort t h e f oll o wi n g:
1) Us e t h e CI P- writi n g pr o c ess as a w a y t o r e b uil d tr ust b et w e e n c o m m u nit y a n d Cit y.   F or E q uit a bl e 
p o w er-s h ari n g c o m m u nit y or gs m ust b e ess e nti al m e m b ers of t h e CI P writi n g pr o c ess. T h e pr o c ess 
m ust b e tr a ns p ar e nt, i n cl usi v e, a n d c o m m u nit y gr o u ps’ i n p ut a n d p o w er m ust b e o n p ar wit h cit y 
e ntiti es.   
2) W or k wit h t h e U r b a n F o r est r y C o m missi o n o n all pr oj e cts a n d pr o gr a ms. T h e y h a v e a pr o v e n 
w e alt h of e x p ertis e a n d i nf or m ati o n, a n d a vit al r ol e i n i nt e gr ati n g t h eir w or k wit h P C E F’s CI P 
writi n g pr o c ess.
3) W e n e e d P B O T, B E S, a n d P ar ks at t h e t a bl e - w e n e e d a gr e e m e nt a m o n g b ur e a us o n e q uit y 
n ei g h b or h o o ds. T his is t h e ti m e t o l e v er a g e all s kills a n d c o or di n at e i n a s e a ml ess m a n n er.
4) W e n e e d t o d o all w e c a n t o e ns ur e e xisti n g tr e es s ur vi v e i n l o w- c a n o p y n ei g h b or h o o ds. Gi v e n t h e 
u n c ert ai n r ai nf all s e as o n, e xt e n d f u n di n g f or dr y-s e as o n est a blis h m e nt w at eri n g fr o m 3 t o 5 y e ars.  
5) T his is a c a pit al i n v est m e nt t h at n e e ds a c a pit al m ai nt e n a n c e pl a n. T his is r e al i nfr astr u ct ur e t h at 
n e e ds o n g oi n g att e nti o n – a n d w e h a v e l o c al c o m m u niti es t h at c a n d o t h at wit h f u n di n g a n d  
or g a ni z ati o n al s u p p ort. 
6) W e ur g e t h e Cit y C o u n cil t o r et ai n t h e i nt e nt of t h e P C E F i niti ati v e b y ass uri n g t h at c o m m u nit y-
l e d i niti ati v es b e all o c at e d a mi ni m u m of $ 6 0 milli o n a n n u all y as a fl o or f or gr a nt f u n d e d pr o gr a ms 
a n d b e all o c at e d 2 5 % of all r e v e n u e c oll e ct e d fr o m t h e f e es, w hi c h e v er is l ar g er. T h e P C E F b all ot 
i niti ati v e w as n e v er m e a nt t o b a c kfill cit y b ur e a u b u d g ets.
7) W e n e e d d et ail e d i nf or m ati o n o n t h e c o m m u nit y o v ersi g ht pl a n t o e ns ur e cl os e fi d elit y t o e q uit y 
a n d w or kf or c e o ut c o m es f or pri orit y c o m m u niti es b y b ur e a us a n d ot h er P C E F r e ci pi e nts.
8) T his will o nl y b e s u c c essf ul if t h er e is s uffi ci e nt b u d g et all o c ati o n f or P C E F st aff t o o v ers e e t h e 
pr o c ess a n d w or k of F u n d r e ci pi e nts. F or e x a m pl e, it m a y b e n e c ess ar y f or m or e t h a n o n e st aff 
m e m b er t o o v ers e e c a n o p y e x p a nsi o n a n d gr e e n i nfr astr u ct ur e t o b e s ur e t h e c a n o p y str at e gi c 
i n v est m e nt r e m ai ns tr u e t o t h e ori gi n al i nt e nt of P C E F.  ( T h e pr o p os al is t o r ais e st affi n g c a p fr o m 
5 %- 1 2 % s o t h e y h a v e m or e c a p a cit y t o w or k cl os el y wit h ot h er cit y b ur e a u st aff & c o m m u nit y)
9) If t h e P C E F st aff o v ersi g ht r ol e r e m ai ns str o n g, its c o m m u nit y-f o c us e d missi o n h as t h e p ot e nti al 
t o i m pr o v e e q uit y pr a cti c e i n b ur e a us t h at ar e l a g gi n g o n i n cl usi v e c o ntr a cti n g. S e e a u dit or’s r e p ort  
o n e q uit y i n c o nstr u cti o n c o ntr a cti n g
1 0) C o m m u nit y m e m b ers ar e c a p a bl e a n d r e a d y t o pl a y a c or e r ol e i n tr e e pl a nti n g a n d m ai nt e n a n c e, 
b ot h as v ol u nt e ers a n d i n e ntr y-l e v el w or kf or c e tr ai ni n g p ositi o ns. P ar ks Ur b a n F or estr y h as n ot 
d e m o nstr at e d t h at it is i n p hil os o p hi c al ali g n m e nt wit h t h e c o m m u nit y-l e d, c o m m u nit y 
e m p o w er m e nt i nt e nt of P C E F. C o ns e q u e ntl y, p u bli c- pri v at e r el ati o ns hi ps h a v e b e e n b a dl y er o d e d 
a n d t h er e is a g e n er al l a c k of c o nfi d e n c e t h at P ar ks Ur b a n F or estr y c a n a d mi nist er f u n ds i n 
ali g n m e nt wit h t h e s pirit a n d missi o n of P C E F. 
T h a n k y o u f or t his o p p ort u nit y t o s u p p ort t his t esti m o n y,
H arri et C o o k e, Eli a n n e Li e b er m a n, Mi c h a el H e u m a n n, A d el e T h o m ps o n, K ar e n B o y er, St e v e K at z 
o n b e h alf of t h e H a v ur a h S h al o m Cli m at e A cti o n T e a m

mailto:holisticooke@aol.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/inclusive-contracting-and-workforce
https://www.portland.gov/audit-services/news/2021/12/28/audit-update-intentions-equity-construction-contracting-are-good




F r o m: A S h a pir o

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: Ur b a n tr e e s a n d P C E F

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y, O ct o b er 1 9, 2 0 2 2 8: 4 6: 1 4 A M

I a p pr e ci at e t h e a c k n o wl e d g e m e nt of t h e n e e d t o pl a nt m or e ur b a n tr e es a n d all o c ati n g f u n ds
t o d o s o.  H o w e v er, t h e missi o n of P C E F, w hi c h w o n a v ast m aj orit y of v ot es fr o m
P ortl a n d ers, w as t h at t his f u n d b e r u n b y citi z e ns, n ot t h e cit y g o v er n m e nt.   Citi z e n
i n v ol v e m e nt a n d c o ntr ol of t h es e f u n ds is ess e nti al.  I ur g e y o u t o k e e p c o ntr ol of t h e f u n ds
wit h t h e P C E F b o ar d.   

R e g ar ds,
Ali c e S h a pir o
P ortl a n d, O R 9 7 2 0 1

mailto:alice.shapiro2@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: C hri s D o d g e

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: P C E F T e sti m o n y

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y, O ct o b er 1 9, 2 0 2 2 8: 5 4: 5 4 A M

T o w h o m it m a y c o n c er n,

I a m writi n g t o r e q u est t h at t h e P C E F a d d dis a bl e d p e o pl e as a pri orit y p o p ul ati o n i n a cli m at e
crisis. T h e dis a bilit y c o m m u nit y h as hist ori c all y b e e n l eft b e hi n d t o p eris h i n cli m at e-r el at e d
dis ast ers a n d ar e c o nsi d er a bl y m or e v ul n er a bl e t o s u c h t hi n gs as wil dfir e s m o k e, p o w er
o ut a g es, et c. T h e tr ut h is dis a bl e d p e o pl e ar e w e ar y a n d tir e d of b ei n g o mitt e d or o v erl o o k e d
as a pri orit y d es pit e f a ci n g s o m e of t h e w orst c o ns e q u e n c es of cli m at e c h a n g e a n d h a vi n g t h e
l e ast a m o u nt of a c c ess t o e m er g e n c y s er vi c es. It's ti m e f or t h e Cit y t o r e c o g ni z e t his a n d
e ns ur e pr o gr a ms li k e t his ar e i n cl usi v e a n d i nt ers e cti o n al. Pl e as e c orr e ct t his o v ersi g ht a n d a d d
dis a bl e d p e o pl e as a fr o ntli n e c o m m u nit y i n a cli m at e crisis.

T h a n k y o u f or y o ur ti m e a n d t h o u g htf ul c o nsi d er ati o n.

~ C hris D o d g e

mailto:chris.c.dodge@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


F r o m: Vi ct ori a P a y k ar

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

C c: M er e dit h C o n n oll y

S u bj e c t: Pr o p o s e d c h a n g e s t o P C E F str u ct ur e t e sti m o n y

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y, O ct o b er 1 9, 2 0 2 2 9: 2 1: 2 8 A M

A t t a c h m e n t s: Cli m at e S ol uti o n s _ P C E F _ S u p p ort _ T e sti m o n y. p df

G o o d M or ni n g,

 

M y n a m e is Vi ct ori a P a y k ar, a n d I a m t h e Or e g o n Tr a ns p ort ati o n P oli c y M a n a g er at Cli m at e

S ol uti o ns. I h a v e att a c h e d m y writt e n t esti m o n y i n s u p p ort g o t h e pr o p os e d c h a n g es t o t h e P C E F

str u ct ur e.

 

T h a n k y o u,

 
Vi ct ori a ( V e e) P a y k ar  ( s h e/ h er)| Or e g o n Tr a n s p ort ati o n P oli c y M a n a g er

Cli m at e S ol uti o n s  – A c c el er ati n g Cl e a n E n er g y S ol uti o n s t o t h e Cli m at e Cri si s

dir e ct: 3 6 0- 3 5 2- 8 6 6 3 | c: 3 6 0- 5 8 4- 6 0 6 7

Cli m at e C a st  | F a c e b o o k  | T witt er

A b o ut u s  a n d o ur v al u e s

 

U p c o mi n g e v e nt s:

R e gi st er n o w  f or a n e v e nt at t h e R o y al R o o m  i n S o ut h S e attl e h o n ori n g Cli m at e S ol uti o n s wit h li v e m u si c b y

T h e R o y al W e  o n S u n d a y, O ct 3 0 . C O VI D pr ot o c ol s s h ar e d o n r e gi str ati o n sit e.

 

R e gi st er n o w  f or H o p e, H e alt h, a n d Cli m at e: a n o nli n e e v e nt s eri e s  o n T h ur s d a y , D e c 8 & Fri d a y, D e c 9

f e at uri n g Dr. L e a h St o k e s, Dr. Vi n G u pt a, Dr. H o w ar d Fr u m ki n  a n d R e b e c c a S ol nit.
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http://www.climatesolutions.org/
https://www.climatesolutions.org/getclimatecast
https://www.facebook.com/climatesolutions
http://twitter.com/#!/climatesolution
https://www.climatesolutions.org/about-us
https://www.climatesolutions.org/our-values
https://give.climatesolutions.org/event/climate-solutions-event-at-the-royal-room/e428908
https://give.climatesolutions.org/Registration-and-Donation-Fall2022



19 October 2022


Mayor Wheeler and City of Portland Commissioners
Portland City Hall
1221 SW 4th Avenue
Portland, OR 97204


Re: PCEF Proposed Changes - SUPPORT


Mayor Wheeler and City of Portland Commissioners,


Climate Solutions writes in strong support to the proposed amendments to the Portland Clean
Energy Community Benefits Code to better align with and equitably meet the City’s climate
action goals. Climate Solutions is a regional non-profit working to accelerate clean energy
solutions to the climate crisis.


Oregonians across the state are suffering from climate-exacerbated extreme weather events
and poor air quality. Last summer, more than 70 Multnomah county residents tragically died due
to the climate change-fueled heat dome and a lack of safe housing and other basic protections.
This year, dozens more have died or become seriously ill due to extreme heat. As you know,
BIPOC, low-income and other frontline communities have been and currently are
disproportionately affected by climate change impacts yet are the communities least responsible
for contributing to climate change. The climate emergency is upon us, and we have to urgently
do all we can to both mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and build more resilient communities.
We offer the following comments in support of the PCEF proposed changes.


Climate Solutions supports the creation of a five-year climate investment plan to guide PCEF’s
investments in community-responsive grants as well as new strategic investments in climate
action projects that align with meeting the City’s climate action goals and that support
environmental justice and environmental, social, and economic benefits for all Portlanders.


Transportation and the built environment are two of the largest sources of greenhouse gas
emissions in the City of Portland, as well as fundamental components of a livable and affordable
city for all residents. Building PCEF programs aimed at these two sectors in particular and
focusing on populations that are underserved and underinvested in represent key opportunities
to meet the City’s climate goals and deliver equitable outcomes. These programs can help
ensure that PCEF’s investments are also directly reducing energy and transportation cost
burdens on those with the lowest incomes and supporting increased access to opportunities.


For these reasons, we strongly support PCEF’s focus on providing life-saving heating and
cooling for our most vulnerable neighbors in the form of efficient heat pumps and other related
clean energy technologies, as well as energy efficiency retrofits that keep people more







comfortable in their homes and apartments and lower their utility bills. We also strongly support
PCEF’s new focus on critical investments needed to decarbonize our transportation system. In
addition to zero emission vehicle projects, we are very supportive of the inclusion of projects
that displace single car trips. By providing affordable and more accessible ways to get around,
these projects will not only displace the use of climate change-causing fossil fuels but also
improve our air quality and quality of life by building more resilient and connected communities.


As communities most impacted by problems are the closest to the solutions, we urge for
continued community engagement and community-led processes that shape PCEF’s strategic
initiative design, climate investment plan development and investment decisions and ensure
that priority populations are the main beneficiaries of PCEF investments. True to the original
vision and model of PCEF, we look forward to seeing investments in projects that build capacity,
improve the lives of priority populations through economic upward mobility, improve public
health for those most disproportionately impacted by pollution, and improve livability for all while
helping the City meet its greenhouse gas emissions goals.


We are grateful for the hard work done by Commissioner Rubio and the PCEF staff and
volunteers for keeping the community-led vision of PCEF alive and ensuring that Portland
residents will prosper from the transformative power of PCEF investments.


Thank you for the consideration of our comments,


Victoria Paykar
Oregon Transportation Policy Manager
Climate Solutions







1 9 O ct o b er 2 0 2 2

M a y or W h e el er a n d Cit y of P ortl a n d C o m mi s si o n er s

P ortl a n d Cit y H all

1 2 2 1 S W 4t h A v e n u e

P ortl a n d, O R 9 7 2 0 4

R e: P C E F Pr o p o s e d C h a n g e s - S U P P O R T

M a y or W h e el er a n d Cit y of P ortl a n d C o m mi s si o n er s,

Cli m at e S ol uti o n s writ e s i n str o n g s u p p ort t o t h e pr o p o s e d a m e n d m e nt s t o t h e P ortl a n d Cl e a n

E n er g y C o m m u nit y B e n efit s C o d e t o b ett er ali g n wit h a n d e q uit a bl y m e et t h e Cit y’ s cli m at e

a cti o n g o al s. Cli m at e S ol uti o n s i s a r e gi o n al n o n- pr ofit w or ki n g t o a c c el er at e cl e a n e n er g y

s ol uti o n s t o t h e cli m at e cri si s.

Or e g o ni a n s a cr o s s t h e st at e ar e s uff eri n g fr o m cli m at e- e x a c er b at e d e xtr e m e w e at h er e v e nt s

a n d p o or air q u alit y. L a st s u m m er, m or e t h a n 7 0 M ult n o m a h c o u nt y r e si d e nt s tr a gi c all y di e d d u e

t o t h e cli m at e c h a n g e-f u el e d h e at d o m e a n d a l a c k of s af e h o u si n g a n d ot h er b a si c pr ot e cti o n s.

T hi s y e ar, d o z e n s m or e h a v e di e d or b e c o m e s eri o u sl y ill d u e t o e xtr e m e h e at. A s y o u k n o w,

BI P O C, l o w-i n c o m e a n d ot h er fr o ntli n e c o m m u niti e s h a v e b e e n a n d c urr e ntl y ar e

di s pr o p orti o n at el y aff e ct e d b y cli m at e c h a n g e i m p a ct s y et ar e t h e c o m m u niti e s l e a st r e s p o n si bl e

f or c o ntri b uti n g t o cli m at e c h a n g e. T h e cli m at e e m er g e n c y i s u p o n u s, a n d w e h a v e t o ur g e ntl y

d o all w e c a n t o b ot h miti g at e gr e e n h o u s e g a s e mi s si o n s a n d b uil d m or e r e sili e nt c o m m u niti e s.

W e off er t h e f oll o wi n g c o m m e nt s i n s u p p ort of t h e P C E F pr o p o s e d c h a n g e s.

Cli m at e S ol uti o n s s u p p ort s t h e cr e ati o n of a fi v e- y e ar cli m at e i n v e st m e nt pl a n t o g ui d e P C E F’ s

i n v e st m e nt s i n c o m m u nit y-r e s p o n si v e gr a nt s a s w ell a s n e w str at e gi c i n v e st m e nt s i n cli m at e

a cti o n pr oj e ct s t h at ali g n wit h m e eti n g t h e Cit y’ s cli m at e a cti o n g o al s a n d t h at s u p p ort

e n vir o n m e nt al j u sti c e a n d e n vir o n m e nt al, s o ci al, a n d e c o n o mi c b e n efit s f or all P ortl a n d er s.

Tr a n s p ort ati o n a n d t h e b uilt e n vir o n m e nt ar e t w o of t h e l ar g e st s o ur c e s of gr e e n h o u s e g a s

e mi s si o n s i n t h e Cit y of P ortl a n d, a s w ell a s f u n d a m e nt al c o m p o n e nt s of a li v a bl e a n d aff or d a bl e

cit y f or all r e si d e nt s. B uil di n g P C E F pr o gr a m s ai m e d at t h e s e t w o s e ct or s i n p arti c ul ar a n d

f o c u si n g o n p o p ul ati o n s t h at ar e u n d er s er v e d a n d u n d eri n v e st e d i n r e pr e s e nt k e y o p p ort u niti e s

t o m e et t h e Cit y’ s cli m at e g o al s a n d d eli v er e q uit a bl e o ut c o m e s. T h e s e pr o gr a m s c a n h el p

e n s ur e t h at P C E F’ s i n v e st m e nt s ar e al s o dir e ctl y r e d u ci n g e n er g y a n d tr a n s p ort ati o n c o st

b ur d e n s o n t h o s e wit h t h e l o w e st i n c o m e s a n d s u p p orti n g i n cr e a s e d a c c e s s t o o p p ort u niti e s.

F or t h e s e r e a s o n s, w e str o n gl y s u p p ort P C E F’ s f o c u s o n pr o vi di n g lif e- s a vi n g h e ati n g a n d

c o oli n g f or o ur m o st v ul n er a bl e n ei g h b or s i n t h e f or m of effi ci e nt h e at p u m p s a n d ot h er r el at e d

cl e a n e n er g y t e c h n ol o gi e s, a s w ell a s e n er g y effi ci e n c y r etr ofit s t h at k e e p p e o pl e m or e



c o mf ort a bl e i n t h eir h o m e s a n d a p art m e nt s a n d l o w er t h eir utilit y bill s. W e al s o str o n gl y s u p p ort

P C E F’ s n e w f o c u s o n criti c al i n v e st m e nt s n e e d e d t o d e c ar b o ni z e o ur tr a n s p ort ati o n s y st e m. I n

a d diti o n t o z er o e mi s si o n v e hi cl e pr oj e ct s, w e ar e v er y s u p p orti v e of t h e i n cl u si o n of pr oj e ct s

t h at di s pl a c e si n gl e c ar tri p s. B y pr o vi di n g aff or d a bl e a n d m or e a c c e s si bl e w a y s t o g et ar o u n d,

t h e s e pr oj e ct s will n ot o nl y di s pl a c e t h e u s e of cli m at e c h a n g e- c a u si n g f o s sil f u el s b ut al s o

i m pr o v e o ur air q u alit y a n d q u alit y of lif e b y b uil di n g m or e r e sili e nt a n d c o n n e ct e d c o m m u niti e s.

A s c o m m u niti e s m o st i m p a ct e d b y pr o bl e m s ar e t h e cl o s e st t o t h e s ol uti o n s, w e ur g e f or

c o nti n u e d c o m m u nit y e n g a g e m e nt a n d c o m m u nit y-l e d pr o c e s s e s t h at s h a p e P C E F’ s str at e gi c

i niti ati v e d e si g n, cli m at e i n v e st m e nt pl a n d e v el o p m e nt a n d i n v e st m e nt d e ci si o n s a n d e n s ur e

t h at pri orit y p o p ul ati o n s ar e t h e m ai n b e n efi ci ari e s of P C E F i n v e st m e nt s. Tr u e t o t h e ori gi n al

vi si o n a n d m o d el of P C E F, w e l o o k f or w ar d t o s e ei n g i n v e st m e nt s i n pr oj e ct s t h at b uil d c a p a cit y,

i m pr o v e t h e li v e s of pri orit y p o p ul ati o n s t hr o u g h e c o n o mi c u p w ar d m o bilit y, i m pr o v e p u bli c

h e alt h f or t h o s e m o st di s pr o p orti o n at el y i m p a ct e d b y p oll uti o n, a n d i m pr o v e li v a bilit y f or all w hil e

h el pi n g t h e Cit y m e et it s gr e e n h o u s e g a s e mi s si o n s g o al s.

W e ar e gr at ef ul f or t h e h ar d w or k d o n e b y C o m mi s si o n er R u bi o a n d t h e P C E F st aff a n d

v ol u nt e er s f or k e e pi n g t h e c o m m u nit y-l e d vi si o n of P C E F ali v e a n d e n s uri n g t h at P ortl a n d

r e si d e nt s will pr o s p er fr o m t h e tr a n sf or m ati v e p o w er of P C E F i n v e st m e nt s.

T h a n k y o u f or t h e c o n si d er ati o n of o ur c o m m e nt s,

Vi ct ori a P a y k ar

Or e g o n Tr a n s p ort ati o n P oli c y M a n a g er

Cli m at e S ol uti o n s



F r o m: M e g a n V a n d e M ar k
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D e ar M a y or W h e el er a n d Cit y C o m missi o n ers,

T h a n k y o u f or pr o vi di n g t h e o p p ort u nit y t o s h ar e p u bli c t esti m o n y o n t h e Cit y's eff orts t o
u p d at e a n d e x p a n d t h e P ortl a n d Cl e a n E n er g y F u n d ( P C E F). I a m t h a n kf ul f or t h e Cit y's
l e a d ers hi p o n t his a n d w a nt t o c o m m e nt o n t w o it e ms.

1. I n cl usi o n of t h e dis a bilit y c o m m u nit y as a p ri o rit y P C E F p o p ul ati o n

As e a c h of y o u k n o w w ell, o ur c o m m u nit y is i n a cli m at e crisis. If w e'r e t o eff e cti v el y a d dr ess
t his crisis, o ur a p pr o a c h m ust c e nt er a n d e m p o w er fr o ntli n e c o m m u nit y m e m b ers t o l e a d i n
i m pl e m e nti n g t h e s ol uti o n. U nf ort u n at el y, t h e dis a bilit y c o m m u nit y is c o nsist e ntl y o v erl o o k e d
as a fr o ntli n e c o m m u nit y i n t h e cli m at e crisis. T h at o v ersi g ht h as p ersist e d i n P C E F.  Alt h o u g h
t h e dis a bilit y c o m m u nit y is a c k n o wl e d g e d as a n u n d er e m pl o y e d p o p ul ati o n i n P C E F, S e cti o n
C u n d er fi n di n gs f ails t o a c k n o wl e d g e t h at dis a bl e d p e o pl e ar e als o a fr o ntli n e c o m m u nit y
f a ci n g s o m e of t h e m ost d e a dl y i m p a cts of cli m at e c h a n g e. T h e d efi niti o n of “ p ri o rit y
p o p ul ati o n ” wit hi n P C E F m ust b e a m e n d e d t o i n cl u d e t h e dis a bilit y c o m m u nit y
al o n gsi d e ot h e r f r o ntli n e g r o u ps.

Dis a bl e d c o m m u nit y m e m b ers ar e a m o n g t h e m ost s e v er el y aff e ct e d i n a n e m er g e n c y,
i n cl u di n g i n cli m at e e m er g e n ci es, w hi c h w e'r e f a ci n g m or e a n d m or e as a Cit y a n d r e gi o n.
Dis a bl e d p e o pl e ar e oft e n a m o n g t h os e l e ast a bl e t o h a v e a c c ess t o e m er g e n c y s u p p ort d uri n g
a cli m at e e m er g e n c y a n d s ust ai n dis pr o p orti o n at el y hi g h er r at es of m ort alit y.  Dis a bl e d p e o pl e
f a c e e xtr e m e h a z ar ds i n a cli m at e dis ast er, i n cl u di n g i n cr e as e d b arri ers t o e v a c u ati o n; p o w er
o ut a g es t h at t a k e a w a y us e of m o bilit y d e vi c es, lif e s a vi n g d e vi c es, or el e v at ors; wil dfir e
s m o k e t h at w ors e ns r es pir at or y c o n diti o ns; a l a c k of A D A c o m pli a nt h o usi n g f or dis pl a c e d
dis a bl e d p e o pl e; a n d c o m m u ni c ati o ns t h at oft e n d o n’t i n cl u d e t h e bli n d or d e af c o m m u nit y.

2. P ri o riti z ati o n of t r e e pl a nti n g a n d m ai nt e n a n c e wit hi n P C E F

I s u p p ort t h e Cit y's pr o p os e d pl a n t o r e c o g ni z e tr e e pl a nti n g a n d m ai nt e n a n c e as a P C E F
Cli m at e I n v est m e nt Pl a n ( CI P) str at e gi c i niti ati v e. T o e ns ur e a n e q uit a bl e cl e a n e n er g y f ut ur e
f or o ur cit y n e c essit at es t h at w e d e di c at e si g nifi c a nt f u n di n g t o tr e e pl a nti n g a n d m ai nt e n a n c e.
T h e pr o p os e d $ 4 0 milli o n i n f u n di n g f or tr e e c a n o p y gr o wt h a n d m ai nt e n a n c e will h el p
pr o vi d e criti c al o p p ort u niti es f or c o m m u nit y e n g a g e m e nt a n d c a p a cit y b uil di n g ar o u n d tr e e
pl a nti n g a n d m ai nt e n a n c e. T o e ns ur e t h at t his c h a n g e u p h ol ds t h e ori gi n al i nt e nt of P C E F, it
will b e ess e nti al t h at t h e d e v el o p m e nt a n d i m pl e m e nt ati o n of t his CI P o c c urs t hr o u g h a n
i nt e nti o n al, tr a ns p ar e nt c o m m u nit y e n g a g e m e nt pr o c ess w hi c h e n g a g es fr o ntli n e c o m m u nit y
m e m b ers a n d c o m m u nit y or g a ni z ati o ns.

T h e Cit y d o es n ot al w a ys h a v e a s u c c essf ul tr a c k r e c or d i n p art n eri n g wit h c o m m u nit y
m e m b ers a n d c o m m u nit y or g a ni z ati o ns. R e c e nt n e ws c o v er a g e ar o u n d i nt er b ur e a u c o nfli ct
r el at e d t o Cit y-f u n d e d tr e e pl a nti n g h as hi g hli g ht e d t his. W e M U S T f o c us o n g e n ui n el y
w or ki n g t o g et h er a n d e n g a gi n g all p arti es i n t h e pr o c ess of cr e ati n g a n e q uit a bl e ur b a n f or est
f or all c o m m u nit y m e m b ers.

mailto:megan.vandemark@gmail.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov


T h a n k y o u f or y o ur c o nsi d er ati o n.

B est,
M e g a n V a n d e M ar k
N ort h P ortl a n d r esi d e nt
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D e ar Cit y C o u n cil

I d o n’t h a v e a pr o bl e m wit h t h e r e visi o ns as l o n g as t h e ori gi n al i nt e nt ( h el pi n g l o w i n c o m e
p e o pl e a n d c o m m u niti es of c ol or) is n ot c o m pr o mis e d. G r e e n w or kf or c e d e v el o p m e nt a n d
c o ntr a ct or s u p p ort (i n cl u di n g a p pr e nti c es hi ps a n d w a g es t h at ar e 1 8 0 % of t h e mi ni m u m w a g e)
a n d t h e s ur c h ar g e fr o m s al es fr o m t h e l ar g est r et ail ers m ust r e m ai n i nt a ct.  If r e v e n u es
d e cr e as e d o n’t p e n ali z e t h e ori gi n al  i nt e nt b y si g nifi c a ntl y r e d u ci n g t h e f u n ds t h at g o t o w ar d
it.

T h a n k y o u

M ar k D ari e n z o
6 9 2 3 N E M orris St
P ortl a n d O R 9 7 2 1 3
5 0 3- 8 9 1- 6 6 3 5
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S u bj e c t: Pr o p o s e d c h a n g e s t o P C E F str u ct ur e t e sti m o n y

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y, O ct o b er 1 9, 2 0 2 2 1: 0 7: 1 8 P M

A t t a c h m e n t s: P C E F C o m m e nt. d o c x

D e ar Cit y C o u ns el,
W e w o ul d li k e t o s u b mit t h es e c o m m e nts  f or c o nsi d er ati o n i n t h e pr o p os e d P C E F str u ct ur e.  
T h a n k y o u,

J o n at h a n Wr o b el
P ortl a n d H o m e E n er g y S c or e
h o m e e n er g y s c or e p ortl a n d. c o m   
( 5 0 3) 5 6 7- 5 5 5 1
C C B # 2 1 4 8 7 5
D O E H E S # O R- P D X- 0 0 0 6

R e d u ci n g E n er g y = S a vi n g $ $ $ = I n cr e a s e d C o mf ort = S a vi n g t h e Pl a n et!

mailto:jonathan@homeenergyscoreportland.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:william@nwecb.com
http://homeenergyscoreportland.com/
https://homeenergyscoreportland.com/



My name is William Castrillón, I, along with Jonathan Wrobel, are principal owners of Northwest Energy Collaborative. We are a local green building verification and consulting firm located in North Portland.  Our company provides consulting services to developers, builders, architects, and homeowners on the most effective methods to improve the energy and water efficiency, along with how best to improve indoor air quality and occupant comfort. We specialize in energy efficiency improvement consulting on low income housing, and the verification process of green certification programs for low income properties. 



Our mission is to promote healthy, efficient, and durable housing throughout the PNW region, and we accomplish that mission through providing our green building services and with our expanding network of highly skilled contractor partners. Our Trusted Partners are other for-profit entities, a few are COBID certified, and together we close the loop on many of the energy improvements these older Portland metro homes require. From installing heat-pumps, renovating attic and crawl spaces, sealing ductwork, and properly weatherizing homes, our partners have made countless energy improvements to the aging housing stock in Portland. 



We are glad to see that the PCEF program is getting a new direction and has been audited by Commissioner Rubio. Since being limited from the funding until now, we are very excited to be able to help meet the original intent of the PCEF program. I am reaching out to provide a testimony comment in regards to the PCEF program and new direction. 



The Earth Advantage Problem



The Oregon Housing Development and the Portland Housing Authority lists Earth Advantage Certification as one of the three options of required third party green building certification programs to qualify for the low-income housing tax credit program. Currently the Portland non-profit Earth Advantage holds a complete monopoly over the verification and consulting services required to attain an Earth Advantage Multi-family Building Green certification. 



Unlike all other prominent green building certification programs around the country, like LEED, National Green Building Standard (NGBS), EarthCraft, ENERGY STAR, HERS rater, WELL Certified, etc. – the Earth Advantage Building Certification does not act like a true third-party program. In any other typical green building certification program, third party verifiers work with the certification program administrator entity, and with the guidance and requirements from the administrator, the third party verifier submits required documentation and verification field reports for building certification. Here in Portland, Earth Advantage both administers and verifies their own programs, not allowing third party green building verification companies to provide their certification program. 





Why is this a problem?

As mentioned, The Oregon Housing Development and the Portland Housing Authority lists Earth Advantage Certification as one of the three options of required third party green building certification programs to qualify for the low-income tax credit program (LIHTC). So, If any low income housing developer wants to pursue the LIHTC program, then they must choose and achieve one of the following green certification programs: 



· Earth Advantage Multi-family Certification

· LEED for Homes

· Enterprise Green Communities 

Of the three certification options, Earth Advantage Multifamily Certification is by far the most popular and most dominant green certification in the Portland and Oregon housing market for new construction low income multi-family housing. As developers go through the eco-charrette design process, they often do not choose LEED for Homes due to excess soft costs and inflexible point requirements associated with this certification program. Additionally, while the third party program of Enterprise Green Communities has recently been added as another option, the Earth Advantage Certification is still the most dominant and well known certification option by developers and builders in the Pacific Northwest region. 



So – since the Earth Advantage Program is the most popular option, but it isn't a true third party program, all third party verification companies or non-profit entities are locked out of all of the potential consulting services, energy modeling, on site inspections, and building performance testing associated with the Earth Advantage Certification. 



Issues with current policy:



1. Limits the diversity of for-profit and nonprofit verification entities to have the ability to perform green building verification services in the Oregon and Portland marketplace. 



2. Limits the amount of housing that can be completed in the city of Portland. Less certification options limits the Limiting factor of one to the bottle neck and lack of competition that Earth Advantage has created by not allowing third-party verification companies offer their program





3. Earth Advantage is acquiring all of the business from the Low income housing initiatives in portland due to the fact that they do not allow other verification companies to participate in their certification program



4. PCEF program would be more at risk of being out of compliance due to lack of a true third party verification process.



What We Propose



Our firm would like to offer the Earth Advantage certification, and we are supporters of all of the work the non-profit does for the energy efficiency construction industry in the Portland area, but we do not support the fact that Earth Advantage administers and verifies their own green building program without allowing third party verifiers to offer the Earth Advantage certification. We would like to offer two options for the PCEF Strategic Initiatives requirements on low-income housing on: 





1. Require Earth Advantage to actually be a third party program, and allow third party verification companies to offer their green building certification program. 



OR



2. Include the all of the following green building certification programs to be options for the Low-Income Housing Tax Credits program and PCEF program funds 

a. LEED For Homes

b. National Green Building Standard (NGBS) 

c. Enterprise Green Communities













 

M y n a m e i s Willi a m C a strill ó n, I, al o n g wit h J o n at h a n Wr o b el, ar e pri n ci p al o w n er s of N ort h w e st 

E n er g y C oll a b or ati v e.  W e ar e a l o c al gr e e n b uil di n g v erifi c ati o n a n d c o n s ulti n g fir m l o c at e d i n N ort h 

P ortl a n d.  O ur c o m p a n y pr o vi d e s c o n s ulti n g s er vi c e s t o d e v el o p er s, b uil d er s, ar c hit e ct s, a n d 

h o m e o w n er s o n t h e m o st eff e cti v e m et h o d s t o i m pr o v e t h e e n er g y a n d w at er effi ci e n c y, al o n g wit h 

h o w b e st t o i m pr o v e i n d o or air q u alit y a n d o c c u p a nt c o mf ort. W e s p e ci ali z e i n e n er g y effi ci e n c y 

i m pr o v e m e nt c o n s ulti n g o n l o w i n c o m e h o u si n g, a n d t h e v erifi c ati o n pr o c e s s of gr e e n c ertifi c ati o n 

pr o gr a m s f or l o w i n c o m e pr o p erti e s.  

 

O u r mi s si on i s t o pr o m ot e h e alt h y, effi ci e nt, a n d d ur a bl e h o u si n g t hr o u g h o ut t h e P N W r e gi o n, a n d w e 

a c c o m pli s h t h at mi s si o n t hr o u g h pr o vi di n g o ur gr e e n b uil di n g s er vi c e s a n d wit h o ur e x p a n di n g 

n et w or k of hi g hl y s kill e d c o ntr a ct or p art n er s. O ur Tr u st e d P art n er s  ar e ot h er f or -pr of it e ntiti e s, a f e w 

ar e C O BI D c ertifi e d, a n d t o g et h er w e cl o s e t h e l o o p o n m a n y of t h e e n er g y i m pr o v e m e nt s t h e s e ol d er 

P ortl a n d m etr o h o m e s r e q uir e. Fr o m i n st alli n g h e at -p u m p s, r e n o v ati n g atti c a n d cr a wl s p a c e s, s e ali n g 

d u ct w or k, a n d pr o p erl y w e at h eri zi n g h o m e s, o ur p art n er s h a v e m a d e c o u ntl e s s e n er g y i m pr o v e m e nt s 

t o t h e a gi n g h o u si n g st o c k i n P ortl a n d.  

 

W e ar e gl a d t o s e e t h at t h e P C E F pr o gr a m i s g etti n g a n e w dir e cti o n a n d h a s b e e n  a u dit e d b y 

C o m mi s si o n er R u bi o. Si n c e b ei n g li mit e d fr o m t h e f u n di n g u ntil n o w, w e ar e v er y e x cit e d t o b e a bl e t o 

h el p m e et t h e ori gi n al i nt e nt of t h e P C E F pr o gr a m. I a m r e a c hi n g o ut t o pr o vi d e a t e sti m o n y c o m m e nt 

i n r e g ar d s t o t h e P C E F pr o gr a m a n d n e w dire cti o n.  

 

T h e E a rt h A d v a nt a g e P r o bl e m  

 

T h e Or e g o n H o u si n g D e v el o p m e nt  a n d t h e P ortl a n d H o u si n g A ut h orit y  li st s E art h A d v a nt a g e 

C ertifi c ati o n a s o n e of t h e t hr e e o pti o n s of r e q uir e d t hir d p art y gr e e n b uil di n g c ertifi c ati o n pr o gr a m s t o 

q u alif y f or t h e l o w -i n c o m e h o u si n g t a x cr e dit pr o gr a m. C urr e ntl y t h e P ortl a n d n o n-pr ofit E art h 

A d v a nt a g e h ol d s a c o m pl et e m o n o p ol y o v er t h e v erifi c ati o n a n d c o n s ulti n g s er vi c e s r e q uir e d t o att ai n 

a n E art h A d v a nt a g e M ulti -f a mil y B uil di n g Gr e e n c ertifi c ati o n.  

 

U nl ik e all ot h er pr o mi n e nt gr e e n b uil di n g c ertifi c ati o n pr o gr a m s ar o u n d t h e c o u ntr y, li k e L E E D, 

N ati o n al Gr e e n B uil di n g St a n d ar d ( N G B S), E art h Cr aft, E N E R G Y S T A R, H E R S r at er, W E L L C ertifi e d, 

et c. – t h e E art h A d v a nt a g e B uil di n g C ertifi c ati o n d o e s n ot a ct li k e a tr u e t hir d-p art y pr o gr a m. I n a n y 

ot h er t y pi c al gr e e n b uil di n g c ertifi c ati o n pr o gr a m, t hir d p art y v erifi er s w or k wit h t h e c ertifi c ati o n 

pr o gr a m a d mi ni str at or e ntit y, a n d wit h t h e g ui d a n c e a n d r e q uir e m e nt s fr o m t h e a d mi ni str at or, t h e t hir d 

p art y v erifi er s u b mit s r e q uir e d d o c u m e nt ati o n a n d v erifi c ati o n fi el d r e p ort s f or b uil di n g c ertifi c ati o n. 

H er e i n P ortl a n d, E art h A d v a nt a g e b ot h a d mi ni st er s a n d v erifi e s t h eir o w n pr o gr a m s, n ot all o wi n g t hir d 

p art y gr e e n b uil di n g v erifi c ati o n c o m p a ni e s t o pr o vi d e t h eir c ertifi c ati o n pr o gr a m.  

 

 

W h y i s t hi s a p r o bl e m ?  

A s m e nti o n e d, T h e Or e g o n H o u si n g D e v el o p m e nt  a n d t h e P ortl a n d H o u si n g A ut h orit y  li st s E art h 

A d v a nt a g e C ertifi c ati o n a s o n e of t h e t hr e e o pti o n s of r e q uir e d t hir d p art y gr e e n b uil di n g c ertifi c ati o n 

pr o gr a m s t o q u alif y f or t h e l o w -i n c o m e t a x cr e dit pr o gr a m ( LI H T C). S o, If a n y l o w i n c o me h o u si n g 

d e v el o p er w a nt s t o p ur s u e t h e LI H T C pr o gr a m, t h e n t h e y m u st c h o o s e a n d a c hi e v e o n e of t h e 

f oll o wi n g gr e e n c ertifi c ati o n pr o gr a m s:  

 

● E ar th A d v a nt a g e M ulti -f a mil y C ertifi c ati o n 

● L E E D f or H o m e s  

● E nt er pri s e Gr e e n C o m m u niti e s  

Of t h e t hr e e c ertifi c ati o n  o pti o n s, E art h A d v a nt a g e M ultif a mil y C ertifi c ati o n i s b y f ar t h e m o st p o p ul ar 

a n d m o st d o mi n a nt gr e e n c ertifi c ati o n i n t h e P ortl a n d a n d Or e g o n h o u si n g m ar k et f or n e w 

https://www.nwecb.com/
https://www.nwecb.com/
https://nwenergycollaborative.com/partners
https://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/development/pages/low-income-housing-tax-credits.aspx
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2022/PHB%20Green%20Building%20Policy%20UPDATE%201%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/development/pages/low-income-housing-tax-credits.aspx
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2022/PHB%20Green%20Building%20Policy%20UPDATE%201%20FINAL.pdf


c o n str u cti o n l o w i n c o m e m ulti -f a mil y h o u si n g. A s d e v el o p er s g o t hr o u g h t h e e c o-c h arr ett e d e si g n 

pr o c e s s, t h e y oft e n d o n ot c h o o s e L E E D f or H o m e s d u e t o e x c e s s s oft c o st s a n d i nfl e xi bl e p oi nt 

r e q uir e m e nt s a s s o ci at e d wit h t hi s c ertifi c ati o n pr o gr a m. A d diti o n all y, w hil e t h e t hir d p art y pr o gr a m of 

E nt er pri s e Gr e e n C o m m u niti e s h a s r e c e ntl y b e e n a d d e d a s a n ot h er o pti o n, t h e E art h A d v a nt a g e 

C ertifi c ati o n i s still t h e m o st d o mi n a nt a n d w ell k n o w n c ertifi c ati o n o pti o n b y d e v el o p er s a n d b uil d er s 

i n t h e P a cifi c N ort h w e st r e gi o n.  

 

S o – si n c e t h e E art h A d v a nt a g e P r o g r a m i s t h e m o st p o p ul ar o pti o n, b ut it i s n't a t r u e t hir d 

p art y p r o g r a m, all t hir d p art y v erifi c ati o n c o m p a ni e s o r n o n -p r ofit e ntiti e s a r e l o c k e d o ut of all 

of t h e p ot e nti al c o n s ulti n g s er vi c e s, e n er g y m o d eli n g, o n sit e i n s p e cti o n s, a n d b uil di n g 

p erf o r m a n c e t e sti n g a s s o ci at e d wit h t h e E art h A d v a nt a g e C e rtifi c ati o n.  

 

I s s u e s wit h c u r r e nt p oli c y: 

 

1.  Li mit s t h e di v er sit y of f or -pr ofit a n d n o n pr ofit v erifi c ati o n e ntiti e s t o h a v e t h e a bilit y t o p erf or m 

gr e e n b uil di n g v erifi c ati o n s er vi c e s i n t h e Or e g o n a n d P ortl a n d m ar k et pl a c e.  

 

2.  Li mit s t h e a m o u nt of h o u si n g t h at c a n b e c o m pl et e d i n t h e cit y of P ortl a n d. L e s s c ertifi c ati o n 

o pti o n s li mit s t h e Li miti n g f a ct or of o n e t o t h e b ottl e n e c k a n d l a c k of c o m p etiti o n t h at E art h 

A d v a nt a g e h a s cr e at e d b y n ot all o wi n g t hir d -p art y v erifi c ati o n c o m p a ni e s off er t h eir pr o gr a m  

 

 

3.  E art h A d v a nt a g e i s a c q uiri n g all of t h e b u si n e s s fr o m t h e L o w i n c o m e h o u si n g i niti ati v e s i n 

p ortl a n d d u e t o t h e f a ct t h at t h e y d o n ot all o w ot h er v erifi c ati o n c o m p a ni e s t o p arti ci p at e i n 

t h eir c ertifi c ati o n pr o gr a m 

 

4.  P C E F p r o g r a m w o ul d b e m o r e at ri s k of b ei n g o ut of c o m pli a n c e d u e t o l a c k of a t r u e 

t hir d p art y v erifi c ati o n p r o c e s s. 

 

W h at W e Pr o p o s e  

 

O ur fir m w o ul d li k e t o off er t h e E art h A d v a nt a g e c ertifi c ati o n, a n d w e ar e s u p p ort er s of all of t h e w or k 

t h e n o n-pr ofit d o e s f or t h e e n er g y effi ci e n c y c o n str u cti o n i n d u str y i n t h e P ortl a n d ar e a, b ut w e d o n ot 

s u p p ort t h e f a ct t h at E art h A d v a nt a g e a d mi ni st er s a n d v erifi e s t h eir o w n gr e e n b uil di n g pr o gr a m 

wit h o ut all o wi n g t hir d p art y v erifi er s t o off er t h e E art h A d v a nt a g e c ertifi c ati o n. W e w o ul d li k e t o off er 

t w o o pti o n s f or t h e P C E F Str at e gi c I niti ati v e s r e q uir e m e nt s o n l o w-i n c o m e h o u si n g o n:  

 

 

1.  R e q uir e E art h A d v a nt a g e t o a ct u all y b e a t hir d p art y pr o gr a m, a n d all o w t hir d p art y v erifi c ati o n 

c o m p a ni e s t o off er t h eir gr e e n b uil di n g c ertifi c ati o n pr o gr a m.  

 

O R  

 

2.  I n cl u d e t h e all of t h e f oll o wi n g gr e e n b uil di n g c ertifi c ati o n pr o gr a m s t o b e o pti o n s f or t h e L o w-

I n c o m e H o u si n g T a x Cr e dit s pr o gr a m a n d P C E F pr o gr a m f u n d s  

a.  L E E D F or H o m e s  

b.  N ati o n al Gr e e n B uil di n g St a n d ar d ( N G B S)  

c.  E nt er pri s e Gr e e n C o m m u niti e s  

 

 

 

 



 



F r o m: h oli sti c o o k e @ a ol. c o m

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: I m pr o v e m e nt s t o P C E F Str u ct ur e o n b e h alf of S W 3 5 0 P D X t e a m

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y, O ct o b er 1 9, 2 0 2 2 1: 2 6: 2 5 P M

T o:  c ct esti m o n y @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v
S u bj e ct:  I m pr o v e m e nts t o P C E F Str u ct ur e
Fr o m: S W 3 5 0 P D X t e a m

D e ar C o m missi o n ers,

W e ar e t hrill e d wit h t h e m u c h- n e e d e d a n d l o n g- o v er d u e i n v est m e nt i n tr e e- c a n o p y e x p a nsi o n. W e 
ar e writi n g i n r e g ar ds t o t h e i m pl e m e nt ati o n of t his cli m at e r esili e n c e str at e g y.
W e e n c o ur a g e y o u t o c o nti n u e t o e m p o w er l o c al c o m m u niti es t o b e r es p o nsi bl e f or m a n a gi n g t h e b ul k of 
t h e f u n ds, s u c h t h at t h e ori gi n al v al u es of P C E F ar e m ai nt ai n e d. S p e cifi c all y w e s u p p ort t h e f oll o wi n g:

1) Us e t h e CI P- writi n g pr o c ess as a w a y t o r e b uil d tr ust b et w e e n c o m m u nit y a n d Cit y.   F or E q uit a bl e 
p o w er-s h ari n g c o m m u nit y or gs m ust b e ess e nti al m e m b ers of t h e CI P writi n g pr o c ess. T h e pr o c ess 
m ust b e tr a ns p ar e nt, i n cl usi v e, a n d c o m m u nit y gr o u ps’ i n p ut a n d p o w er m ust b e o n p ar wit h cit y 
e ntiti es.   
2) W or k wit h t h e U r b a n F o r est r y C o m missi o n o n all pr oj e cts a n d pr o gr a ms. T h e y h a v e a pr o v e n 
w e alt h of e x p ertis e a n d i nf or m ati o n, a n d a vit al r ol e i n i nt e gr ati n g t h eir w or k wit h P C E F’s CI P 
writi n g pr o c ess.
3) W e n e e d P B O T, B E S, a n d P ar ks at t h e t a bl e - w e n e e d a gr e e m e nt a m o n g b ur e a us o n e q uit y 
n ei g h b or h o o ds. T his is t h e ti m e t o l e v er a g e all s kills a n d c o or di n at e i n a s e a ml ess m a n n er.
4) W e n e e d t o d o all w e c a n t o e ns ur e e xisti n g tr e es s ur vi v e i n l o w- c a n o p y n ei g h b or h o o ds. Gi v e n t h e 
u n c ert ai n r ai nf all s e as o n, e xt e n d f u n di n g f or dr y-s e as o n est a blis h m e nt w at eri n g fr o m 3 t o 5 y e ars.  
5) T his is a c a pit al i n v est m e nt t h at n e e ds a c a pit al m ai nt e n a n c e pl a n. T his is r e al i nfr astr u ct ur e t h at 
n e e ds o n g oi n g att e nti o n – a n d w e h a v e l o c al c o m m u niti es t h at c a n d o t h at wit h f u n di n g a n d  
or g a ni z ati o n al s u p p ort. 
6) W e ur g e t h e Cit y C o u n cil t o r et ai n t h e i nt e nt of t h e P C E F i niti ati v e b y ass uri n g t h at c o m m u nit y-
l e d i niti ati v es b e all o c at e d a mi ni m u m of $ 6 0 milli o n a n n u all y as a fl o or f or gr a nt f u n d e d pr o gr a ms 
a n d b e all o c at e d 2 5 % of all r e v e n u e c oll e ct e d fr o m t h e f e es, w hi c h e v er is l ar g er. T h e P C E F b all ot 
i niti ati v e w as n e v er m e a nt t o b a c kfill cit y b ur e a u b u d g ets.
7) W e n e e d d et ail e d i nf or m ati o n o n t h e c o m m u nit y o v ersi g ht pl a n t o e ns ur e cl os e fi d elit y t o e q uit y 
a n d w or kf or c e o ut c o m es f or pri orit y c o m m u niti es b y b ur e a us a n d ot h er P C E F r e ci pi e nts.
8) T his will o nl y b e s u c c essf ul if t h er e is s uffi ci e nt b u d g et all o c ati o n f or P C E F st aff t o o v ers e e t h e 
pr o c ess a n d w or k of F u n d r e ci pi e nts. F or e x a m pl e, it m a y b e n e c ess ar y f or m or e t h a n o n e st aff 
m e m b er t o o v ers e e c a n o p y e x p a nsi o n a n d gr e e n i nfr astr u ct ur e t o b e s ur e t h e c a n o p y str at e gi c 
i n v est m e nt r e m ai ns tr u e t o t h e ori gi n al i nt e nt of P C E F.  ( T h e pr o p os al is t o r ais e st affi n g c a p fr o m 
5 %- 1 2 % s o t h e y h a v e m or e c a p a cit y t o w or k cl os el y wit h ot h er cit y b ur e a u st aff & c o m m u nit y)
9) If t h e P C E F st aff o v ersi g ht r ol e r e m ai ns str o n g, its c o m m u nit y-f o c us e d missi o n h as t h e p ot e nti al 
t o i m pr o v e e q uit y pr a cti c e i n b ur e a us t h at ar e l a g gi n g o n i n cl usi v e c o ntr a cti n g. S e e a u dit or’s r e p ort  
o n e q uit y i n c o nstr u cti o n c o ntr a cti n g
1 0) C o m m u nit y m e m b ers ar e c a p a bl e a n d r e a d y t o pl a y a c or e r ol e i n tr e e pl a nti n g a n d m ai nt e n a n c e, 
b ot h as v ol u nt e ers a n d i n e ntr y-l e v el w or kf or c e tr ai ni n g p ositi o ns. P ar ks Ur b a n F or estr y h as n ot 
d e m o nstr at e d t h at it is i n p hil os o p hi c al ali g n m e nt wit h t h e c o m m u nit y-l e d, c o m m u nit y 
e m p o w er m e nt i nt e nt of P C E F. C o ns e q u e ntl y, p u bli c- pri v at e r el ati o ns hi ps h a v e b e e n b a dl y er o d e d 
a n d t h er e is a g e n er al l a c k of c o nfi d e n c e t h at P ar ks Ur b a n F or estr y c a n a d mi nist er f u n ds i n 
ali g n m e nt wit h t h e s pirit a n d missi o n of P C E F. 
T h a n k y o u f or t his o p p ort u nit y t o s u p p ort t his t esti m o n y,
H arri et C o o k e, E mil y P ol a ns h e k, P at K a c z m er e k, A nit a M e nti o n, C at h y W yri c k, o n b e h alf of t h e 

mailto:holisticooke@aol.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/inclusive-contracting-and-workforce
https://www.portland.gov/audit-services/news/2021/12/28/audit-update-intentions-equity-construction-contracting-are-good
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D e ar P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil, G o v er n m e nt L e a d ers, a n d D e cisi o n M a k ers,
 
Att a c h e d  is  m y  writt e n  t esti m o n y  o n  a g e n d a  it e m  8 7 3-  A m e n d  P ortl a n d  Cl e a n  E n er g y
C o m m u nit y  B e n efits  C o d e  t o  b ett er  ali g n  wit h  a n d  e q uit a bl y  m e et  Cit y  cli m at e  a cti o n  g o als
( a m e n d C o d e C h a pt er 7. 0 7) ( Or di n a n c e).  I as k t h e C o u n cil t o c o nsi d er t h e c o nt e nt of m y writt e n
t esti m o n y a n d d esi g n at e t h e dis a bilit y c o m m u nit y as a pri orit y p o p ul ati o n wit hi n t h e l e gisl ati v e
c o d e of t h e P ortl a n d Cl e a n E n er g y C o m m u nit y B e n efits F u n d ( P C E F).

Si n c er el y,
Dr. C. N. E. C or bi n

mailto:ccorbin@pdx.edu
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:mhorst@pdx.edu



Dear Portland City Council, Government Leaders, and Decision Makers, 
 
 
I submit this written testimony to ask the Council to designate the disability community as a priority population within 
the legislative code of the Portland Clean Energy Community Benefits Fund (PCEF). The disability community 
includes multiple disability types; physical, cognitive, hearing, vision, and neurodivergent, to name a few. 12.9 percent 
of Portland adults are living with a disability.1 
 
People with disabilities, much like the named priority communities in the PCEF, “have had less access to the benefits 
of green investments, and at the same time they are more vulnerable to extreme heat, wildfire smoke, vector borne 
diseases, flooding and other climate-related impacts.”2  According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
“climate change-related health impacts may affect people with disabilities more than others.”3  The U.S. Global Change 
Research Program’s Climate and Health Assessment names persons with disabilities as a population of concern and 
vulnerable group.4  During extreme events “that require evacuation, people with disabilities have high risk of both 
physical and mental health impacts.”5 This community is also “disproportionately more likely to be left behind in 
emergency responses and fail to benefit from humanitarian services due to ability range of environmental, physical, 
and social barriers.”6   
 
The disability community is made “more vulnerable to climate change than the general population because 
decision makers may not fully consider people with disabilities in their planning.”7  The disability community 
is situated at the crossroads of intersecting marginalized identities, which can magnify their discrimination and 
invisibilize their oppressions. While people with disabilities can share identities with the PCEF priority populations, 
low-income residents and people of color, the PCEF does not explicitly recognize them as a frontline community.  
Absent of the designation as a priority population, the disability community will continue to face old and new 
environmental and climate injustices if they are not recognized, and their needs are not specifically addressed in the 
PCEF. 
 
Despite the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), people with disabilities have not received the crucial public 
infrastructures necessary for their day-to-day lives. They have been prevented from exercising their full rights as 
citizens and residents through the denial of public resources due to social and economic barriers, and accessible 
infrastructures (physical barriers). Universal design and inclusive infrastructure must be woven throughout the PCEF 
process so that “environments can be accessed, understood, and used to the greatest extent possible by all people 
regardless of their age, size, ability or disability.”8 The ADA language is clear, it “prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of disability in employment, State and local government, public accommodations, commercial 
facilities, transportation, and telecommunications.”9 A Clean Energy future must be just, especially when facing 
times of crisis, environmental shocks, and severe weather events when access to public infrastructures can be the 
difference between life and death. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
C.N.E. Corbin, Ph.D. 
Portland Resident & Assistant Professor  
Nohad A. Toulan School of Urban Studies & Planning 
College of Urban & Public Affairs 


 
1 https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/impacts/oregon.html 
2 https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/about#toc-about-the-portland-clean-energy-community-benefits-fund-pcef- 
3 https://www.apha.org/-/media/Files/PDF/topics/climate/EPA_disabilities_health_climate_change.ashx 
4 https://health2016.globalchange.gov/ 
5 https://www.apha.org/-/media/Files/PDF/topics/climate/EPA_disabilities_health_climate_change.ashx 
6 https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/news/news/disability-inclusive-humanitarian-action.html 
7 https://www.epa.gov/climate-change/climate-change-and-health-people-
disabilities#:~:text=Increases%20in%20average%20and%20extreme,groups%2C%20including%20people%20with%20disabilities.&text=Some%20people%20
with%20disabilities%20are,heat%2Drelated%20illness%20and%20death. 
8 https://universaldesign.ie/what-is-universal-design/ 
9https://www.ada.gov/cguide.htm#:~:text=Americans%20with%20Disabilities%20Act%20(ADA,to%20the%20United%20States%20Congress. 







D e ar P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil, G o v er n m e nt L e a d ers , a n d D e cisi o n M a k ers,  
 
 
I s u b mit t his writt e n t esti m o n y t o as k  t h e C o u n cil t o d esi g n at e t h e dis a bilit y c o m m u nit y as a  pri o rit y p o p ul ati o n wit hi n 
t h e  l e gisl ati v e  c o de of  t h e  P ortl a n d  Cl e a n  E n er g y  C o m m u nit y  B e n efits  F u n d  ( P C E F ). T h e dis a bilit y  c o m m u nit y 
i n cl ud es  m ulti pl e dis a bilit y t y p es; p h ysi c al, c o g niti v e, h e ari n g, visi o n, a n d n e ur o di v er g e nt , t o n a m e a f e w. 12. 9  p er c e nt  
of P ortl a n d  a d ults ar e li vi n g wit h a dis a bilit y .1  
 
P e o pl e wit h dis a biliti es , m u c h li k e t he n a m e d pr i orit y c o m m u niti es i n t h e P C E F, “h a v e h a d l ess a c c ess t o t h e b e n efits 
of gr e e n i n v est m e nts, a n d at t h e s a m e ti m e t h e y ar e m or e v ul n er a bl e t o e xtr e m e h e at, wil dfir e s m o k e, v e ct or b or n e 
dis e as es, fl o o di n g a n d ot h er cli m at e -r el at e d i m p a cts. ”2   A c c or di n g t o t h e E n vir o n m e nt al Pr ot e cti o n A g e n c y  ( EP A) 
“ cli m at e c h a n g e -r el at e d h e alt h i m p a cts m a y aff e ct p e o pl e wit h dis a biliti es m or e  t h a n ot h ers.” 3   T h e U. S.  Gl o b al C h a n g e 
R es e ar c h  Pr o gr a m ’s Cli m at e a n d He alt h Ass ess m e nt n a m es p ers o ns wit h dis a biliti es as a p o p ul ati o n of c o n c er n  a n d 
v ul n er a bl e gr o u p. 4   D uri n g e xtr e m e e v e nt s “t h at r e q uir e e v a c u ati o n, p e o pl e wit h dis a biliti es h a v e hi g h ris k of b ot h 
p h ysi c al a n d m e nt al h e alt h i m p a cts. ” 5  T his c o m m u nit y is al s o “ dis pr o p orti o n at el y  m or e li k el y t o b e l eft b e h i n d i n 
e m er g e n c y r es p o ns es a n d f ail t o b e n efit fr o m h u m a nit ari a n s er vi c es d u e t o a bi lit y r a n g e of e n vir o nm e nt al , p h ysi c al , 
a n d s o ci al b arri ers . ”6    
 
T h e  di s a bilit y c o m m u nit y i s m a d e  “m or e v ul n er a b l e t o cli m at e c h a n g e t h a n t h e g e n er al p o p ul ati o n b e c a u s e  
d e ci si o n m a k er s  m a y  n ot f ull y c o n si d er  p e o pl e wi t h di s a biliti e s i n t h eir pl a n ni n g.” 7   T h e  dis a bilit y c o m m u nit y 
is  sit u at e d at  t h e  cr oss r o a ds  of i nt ers e cti n g m ar gi n ali z e d  i d e ntiti es, w hi c h c a n  m a g nif y  t h eir  dis cri mi n ati o n a n d 
i n visi bili ze  t h eir o p pr essi o ns. W hil e p e o pl e wit h dis a biliti es  c a n  s h ar e i d e ntiti es wit h  t h e P C E F pri o rit y p o p ul ati o ns, 
l o w-i n c o m e r esi d ents a n d p e o pl e of c ol or, t h e P C E F d o es n ot e x pli citl y  r e c o g ni z e t h em a s a fr o ntli n e c o m m u nit y.  
A bs e nt  of  t h e d esi g n ati o n  as  a pri o rit y  p o p ul ati o n, t h e dis a bilit y  c o m m u nit y will  c o nti n u e  t o  f a c e ol d  a n d  n e w 
e n vir o n m e nt al  a n d cli m a t e i nj usti c es if t h e y ar e n ot r e c o g ni z e d, a n d t h eir n e e ds ar e n ot s p e cifi c all y a d dr ess e d  i n t he 
P C E F.  
 
D es pit e  t h e  A m eri c a ns  wit h  Dis a biliti es  A ct ( A D A), p e o p l e wit h  dis a biliti es  h a v e  n ot  r e c ei v e d  t h e cr u ci al  p u bli c 
i nfr astr u ct ur es n e c ess ar y  f or  t h eir d a y -t o-d a y  li v es. T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  pr e v e nt e d  fr o m e x er cisi n g  t h eir f ull ri g hts  as 
citi z e ns  a n d  r e si d e nts t hr o u g h  t h e  d e ni al  of  p u bli c r es o ur c es d u e  t o s o ci al a n d  e c o n o mi c  b arri ers,  a n d  a c c essi bl e  
i nfr astr u ct ur es ( p hysic al b arriers). U ni v ers al  d esi g n a n d i n cl usi v e i nfr astr u ct ur e m ust b e w o v e n t hr o u g h o ut t h e P C E F 
pr o c ess  s o t h at “ e n vir o n m e nt s c a n b e a c c ess e d, u n d erst o o d, a n d us e d t o t h e gr e at est e xt e nt p ossi bl e  b y all p e o pl e 
r eg ar dl ess of t h e ir a g e, si z e, a bilit y or disa bilit y . ”8  T h e A D A l a n g u a g e i s cl e ar, it “ pr o hi bit s di s cri mi n ati o n o n t h e 
b a si s  of  di s a bilit y  i n  e m pl o y m e nt, S t at e  a n d  l o c al  g o v er n m e nt,  p u bli c  a c c o m m o d ati o n s,  c o m m er ci al 
f a ciliti e s, tr a n s p ort ati o n, a n d t el e c o m m u ni c ati o n s.” 9  A Cl e a n E n er g y fut ur e  m ust b e j ust , es p e ci all y  w h e n f a ci n g 
ti m es of crisis, e n vir o n m e nt al s h o c ks, a n d s e v er e w e at h er e v e nts w h e n a c c ess t o p u bli c i nfr astr u ct ur es c a n b e  t h e 
diff er e n c e b et w e e n  lif e a n d d e at h. 
 
T h a n k y o u,  
 
 
 
C. N. E. C or bi n, P h. D.  
P ortl a n d R esi d e nt  & Assist a nt Pr of ess or   
N o h a d A. T o ul a n S c h o ol of Ur b a n St u di es & Pl a n ni n g  
C oll e g e of Ur b a n & P u bli c Aff airs  

 
1  htt ps: / / w w w. c d c. g o v / n c b d d d / dis a bilit y a n d h e alt h /i m p a cts / or e g o n. ht ml  
2  htt ps: / / w w w. p ortl a n d. g o v / b ps / cl e a n e n er g y / a b o ut #t o c -a b o ut -t h e-p ortl a n d -cl e a n -e n er g y -c o m m u nit y -b e n efits -f u n d-p c ef - 
3  htt ps: / / w w w. a p h a. or g / -/ m e di a / Fil es / P D F /t o pi cs / cli m at e / E P A _ dis a biliti es _ h e alt h _ cli m at e _ c h a n g e. as h x  
4  htt ps: / / h e alt h 2 0 1 6. gl o b al c h a n g e. g o v /  
5  htt ps: / / w w w. a p h a. or g / -/ m e di a / Fil es / P D F /t o pi cs / cli m at e / E P A _ dis a biliti es _ h e alt h _ cli m at e _ c h a n g e. as h x  
6  htt ps: / / w w w. u n. or g / d e v el o p m e nt / d es a / dis a biliti es / n e ws / n e ws / di s a bilit y-i n cl usi v e-h u m a nit ari a n -a cti o n. ht ml  
7  htt ps: / / w w w. e p a. g o v / cli m at e -c h a n g e / cli m at e -c h a n g e -a n d -h e alt h -p e o pl e -
dis a biliti es #: ~:t e xt =I n cr e as es % 2 0i n % 2 0 a v er a g e % 2 0 a n d % 2 0 e xtr e m e, gr o u ps % 2 C % 2 0i n cl u di n g % 2 0 p e o pl e % 2 0 wit h % 2 0 dis a biliti es. &t e xt = S o m e % 2 0 p e o pl e % 2 0
wit h % 2 0 dis a biliti es % 2 0 ar e, h e at % 2 Dr el at e d % 2 0ill n ess % 2 0 a n d % 2 0 d e at h.  
8  htt ps: / / u ni v ers al d esi g n.i e / w h at -is-u ni v er s al-d esi g n /  
9 htt ps: / / w w w. a d a. g o v / c g ui d e. ht m #: ~:t e xt = A m eri c a ns % 2 0 wit h % 2 0 Dis a biliti es % 2 0 A ct % 2 0( A D A,t o % 2 0t h e % 2 0 U nit e d % 2 0 St at es % 2 0 C o n gr ess.  
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8 7 3- 0 9 Di a n e M ei s e n h elt e r

8 7 3- 1 0 T r e v o r Att e n b e r g

8 7 3- 1 1 R a nfi s Gi a n n etti n o Vill at o r o

8 7 3- 1 2 Z a c h a r y L a u rit z e n

8 7 3- 1 3 N o r a A pt e r

8 7 3- 1 4 l y n n h a n dli n

8 7 3- 1 5 K at D a vi s
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