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September 29, 2022 



RE:  Written Testimony for City Council’s October 5, 2022 Public Hearing on Title 11 (Technical and Minor Policy) Amendments 



Dear City Council:



We believe Parks/Urban Forestry’s technical Title 11 amendment proposals will help to solidify Urban Forestry’s work to regulate trees as key green infrastructure and we support these amendments, as noted in these examples:  



Proposals 11 and 40 will help guide permitting by reconciling Title 11 and Title 33 inconsistencies on tree removal and landscaping requirements—adding pruning regulations in River Greenway zones and clarifying the definition of multi-family dwelling zones.



Proposals 15, 16, 17, and 44--by clarifying code provisions relating to tree removal, planting, and protection in development--would improve early coordination relating to trees in private and City projects.  



Proposal 10--by allowing Urban Forestry to consider neighboring trees in denying a permit for removal--would help the City avoid the cascading impact of removing one tree. It would avoid damaging nearby trees but also potentially help to preserve groves of interdependent trees.  Avoiding hazards is crucial in forest management generally; preserving groves is especially important in outer SE Portland, where mixed stands of Douglas-firs, maples, and understory trees are invaluable forest remnants in areas of Multnomah County that the City annexed decades ago.  



Proposals 4, 27, and 32 further ensure Urban Forestry’s regulatory authority—enabling the City Forester to record Heritage Trees on property deeds, place liens on properties where violations of Title 11 provisions remain unresolved, and issue stop-work orders while any permit provisions are put in place.



Finally, proposal 1 gets at the heart of why we need Title 11 itself by clarifying the meaning of the urban forest as green infrastructure.  



There has never been a more crucial time for all bureaus to integrate tree preservation and space for trees, especially large-form trees, into their protocols and practices, and for the City Council to put the urban forest front and center in budgetary and policy decisions.  



On a daily basis, Portland’s current codes (Title 11 and Title 33/RIP 1 and 2) and multiple bureaus’ administrative rules (PBOT, Water Bureau) threaten the City’s own canopy goals. Because we are losing precious canopy every day, we urge you to work with all deliberate speed to expedite the comprehensive update of the 2004 Urban Forest Management Plan and the substantive rehaul of Title 11 sooner rather than later. 



Thank you.



Sincerely,

Kyna Rubin

Trees For Life Oregon
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S e pt e m b er 2 9,  2 0 2 2  
 
R E:  Writt e n T e sti m o n y f or Cit y C o u n cil’s O ct o b er 5, 2 0 2 2 P u bli c 
H e ari n g o n Titl e 1 1 ( T e c h ni c al a n d Mi n or P oli c y) A m e n d m e nts   
 
D e ar Cit y C o u n cil : 
 
W e b eli e v e P ar ks/ Ur b a n F or e str y’s t e c h ni c al Titl e 1 1 
a m e n d m e nt pr o p os als will h el p t o s oli dif y Ur b a n F or e str y ’s 
w or k t o  r e g ul ate tr e e s a s k e y gr e e n  i nfr a str u ct ur e a n d w e 
s u p p ort t h e s e a m e n d m e nts , a s n ot e d i n t h e s e e x a m pl e s:   
 
Pr o p os als 1 1 a n d 4 0 will h el p g ui d e p er mitti n g b y r e c o n cili n g 
Titl e 1 1 a n d Titl e 3 3 i n c o n sist e n ci e s o n tr e e  r e m o v al a n d 
l a n d s c a pi n g r e q uir e m e nts— a d di n g pr u ni n g r e g ul ati o n s i n Ri v er 
Gr e e n w a y z o n es a n d cl arif yi n g t h e d efi niti o n of m ulti -f a mil y 
d w elli n g z o n e s.  
 
Pr o p os als 1 5, 1 6, 1 7, a n d 4 4 --b y cl arif yi n g c o d e pr o visi o n s 
r el ati n g t o tr e e r e m o v al, pl a nti n g, a n d pr ote cti o n  i n 
d e v el o p m e nt-- w o ul d i m pr o v e e arl y c o or di n ati o n r el ati n g t o 
tr e e s i n pri v at e a n d Cit y pr oj e cts.   
 



Pr o p os al 1 0 --b y all o wi n g Ur b a n  F or e st r y t o c o n si d er 
n ei g h b ori n g tr e es i n d e n yi n g a p er mit f or r e m o v al --w o ul d h el p 
t h e C it y a v oi d t h e c a s c a di n g i m p a ct of r e m o vi n g o n e tr e e. It 
w o ul d a v oi d d a m a gi n g n e ar b y tr e e s b ut als o p ot e nti all y h el p t o 
pr e s er v e gr o v e s of i nt er d e p e n d e nt tr e e s.  A v oi di n g h a z ar d s is 
cr u ci al i n f or e st m a n a g e m e nt g e n er all y; pr e s er vi n g gr o v es is 
e s p e ci all y i m p ort a nt i n o ut er S E P ortl a n d, w h er e mi x e d st a n d s 
of D o u gl a s -firs, m a pl e s, a n d u n d erst or y tr e e s ar e i n v al u a bl e 
f or e st r e m n a nts i n ar e a s of M ult n o m a h C o u nt y t h at t h e Cit y 
a n n e x e d d e c a d es a g o.   
 
Pr o p os als 4, 2 7, a n d 3 2 f urt h er e n s ur e Ur b a n F or e str y’s 
r e g ul at or y a ut h orit y— e n a bli n g t h e Cit y  F or e st er t o r e c or d 
H erit a g e Tr e e s o n pr o p ert y d e e ds, pl a c e li e n s o n pr o p erti e s 
w h er e vi ol ati o n s of Titl e 1 1 pr o vi si o n s r e m ai n u nr e s ol v e d, a n d 
is s u e st o p-w or k or d ers w hil e a n y p er mit pr o visi o n s ar e p ut i n 
pl a c e.  
 
Fi n all y, pr o p os al 1 g et s at t h e h e art of w h y w e n e e d Titl e 1 1 
its elf b y cl arif yi n g t h e m e a ni n g of t h e ur b a n f or est a s gr e e n 
i nfr a str u ct ur e.   
 
T h er e h a s n e v er b e e n a m or e cr u ci al ti m e f or all b ur e a u s t o 
i nt e gr at e tr e e pr e s er v ati o n a n d s p a c e f or tr e e s, es p e ci all y l ar g e-
f or m tr e e s, i nt o t h eir pr ot o c ols a n d pr a cti c e s, a n d f or t h e Cit y 
C o u n cil t o p ut t h e ur b a n f or e st fr o nt a n d c e nt er i n b u d g et ar y 
a n d p oli c y d e cisi o n s.   
 



O n a d ail y b a sis, P ortl a n d’s c urr e nt c o d e s ( Titl e 1 1 a n d Titl e 
3 3/ RI P 1 a n d 2) a n d m ulti pl e b ur e a u s’ a d mi nistr ati v e r ul e s 
( P B O T, W at er B ur e a u) t hr e at e n t h e Cit y’s o w n c a n o p y g o als. 
B e c a u s e w e ar e l osi n g pr e ci o u s c a n o p y e v er y d a y,  w e ur g e  y o u 
t o w or k wit h all d eli b er at e s p e e d t o e x p e dit e t h e  
c o m pr e h e n si v e u p d at e of t h e 2 0 0 4 Ur b a n F or e st M a n a g e m e nt 
Pl a n a n d t h e s u bst a nti v e r e h a ul of Titl e 1 1 s o o n er r at h er t h a n 
l at er.  
 
T h a n k y o u.  
 
Si n c er el y,  
K y n a R u bi n  
Tr e e s  F or L if e Or e g o n 
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Pl e as e a d d tr e e-s m ot h eri n g vi n es t o tr e e c o d e a m e n d m e nts t o m orr o w.

P er h a ps t h es e t w o w or ds c o ul d b e a d d e d h er e:

1 1. 6 0. 0 6 0 Tr e e M ai nt e n a n c e S p e cifi c ati o n s a n d R e s p o n si biliti e s.
T h e f oll o wi n g s p e cifi c ati o n s a p pl y t o all tr e e s i n t h e cit y. T h e p ur p o s e of t h e s e
pr o vi si o n s i s t o pr ot e ct t h e h e alt h, s af et y a n d w elf ar e of t h e p u bli c, s af e g u ar d p u bli c
i nfr a str u ct ur e a s s et s, a n d e n s ur e t h e c o nti n u e d h e alt h of t h e ur b a n f or e st.

3.   Cit y F or e st er a ut h orit y f or tr e e m ai nt e n a n c e. T h e Cit y F or e st er m a y or m a y dir e ct
ot h er s t o pr u n e, r e m o v e or tr e at t o c o ntr ol i n s e ct s a n d di s e a s e f or a n y tr e e s i n t h e
str e et s, p ar k s, ot h er Cit y o w n e d or m a n a g e d pr o p erti e s, or pri v at e pr o p erti e s if t h e

Cit y F or e st er d et er mi n e s t h at c o ntr olli n g [i n s ert h er e:  i n v a si v e vi n e s], i n s e ct

i nf e st ati o n s, di s e a s e or d a n g er o u s c o n diti o n s i s n e e d e d t o m ai nt ai n t h e p u bli c h e alt h,
s af et y or h e alt h of t h e ur b a n f or e st.

N o cit y c o d e t h at r e q uir es a pr o p ert y o w n er t o d e al wit h t h e d e v ast ati n g
vi n es cl e m atis vit al b a, E n glis h i v y, or ot h ers.   E v e n if it’s d a m a gi n g
s o m e o n e els e’s pr o p ert y.   T h at e nf or c e m e nt l a n g u a g e j ust d o es n’t e xist.

Ur b a n F or estr y c a n o nl y w ait u ntil it is t o o l at e t o s a v e t h e tr e e t h at h as
b e e n s m ot h er e d b y t h e vi n e a n d t h e n or d er t h e d e a d/ di ei n g tr e e t o b e c ut
d o w n as it p os es a h a z ar d.   

Pl e as e, eit h er:

1. V ot e t o a d d t h es e t w o w or ds t o t h e tr e e c o d e, or  

2. A d dr ess t his r e q u est dir e ctl y a n d p u bli cl y wit h a l o gi c al offi ci al
e x pl a n ati o n of w h y tr e e-s m ot h eri n g vi n es will n ot b e a d d e d, or

3. P ost p o n e v oti n g o n t h e a m e n d e d tr e e c o d e u ntil t his iss u e c a n b e
f urt h er st u di e d, a n d u ntil C o m missi o n er R u bi o w h o i ntr o d u c e d t his
a m e n d m e nt is pr es e nt.
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T h a n k y o u f or h e ari n g m y t esti m o n y.

B ets y R e es e

S E P ortl a n d

F e br u ar y 2 0 2 2:   6 0-f o ot W est er n C e d ar h alf- d e a d fr o m s m ot h eri n g Cl e m atis Vit al b a - Cit y
F or est er c a n d o n ot hi n g e x c e pt w ait f or t h e tr e e t o b e d e a d e n o u g h t o pr es e nt a h a z ar d of
f alli n g.



J ul y 2 0 2 2 - S a m e tr e e, c o v er e d wit h fr es h n e w gr e e n l e a v es of cl e m atis vit al b a.



A u g ust 2 0 2 2 - S a m e tr e e, vi n e h as s pr e a d t o s urr o u n di n g tr e es a n d h as g o n e t o s e e d, s pr e a di n g
its d a n d eli o n-li k e fl uff y s e e ds all o v er t h e n ei g h b or h o o d. - W h at will w e s e e of t his tr e e w h e n
t h e l e a v es f all off t h e vi n e t his wi nt er, r e v e ali n g h o w m u c h m or e of t h e tr e e h as b e e n kill e d ? 
W h at is t h e Cit y's r es p o nsi bilit y if a n d w h e n t his bi g tr e e d o es f all o nt o a h o m e, i nt o t h e R O W,
or o n t o p of a p ers o n, killi n g t h e m.   T his is pr e di ct a bl e, a n d t h e Cit y k n e w/s h o ul d h a v e k n o w n
t h at t his w as t h e i n e vit a bl e f at e of t his tr e e r e p ort e d t o Ur b a n F or estr y if t h e vi n e c o nti n u e d t o
gr o w u n c h e c k e d.



F r o m: D o u g K

T o: W h e el er, M a y or ; C o m mi s si o n er M a p p s ; C o m mi s si o n er R u bi o ; C o m mi si o n er R y a n Offi c e @ p ortl a n d or e g o n. g o v ;
C o m mi s si o n er H ar d e st y ; C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

C c: B et s y R e e s e ; Br u c e C ar ol y n

S u bj e c t: Tr e e C o d e Titl e 1 1 a n d a d diti o n al c h a n g e s n e e d e d t o pr ot e ct tr e e s fr o m vi n e s li k e Cl e m a nti s

D a t e: T u e s d a y, O ct o b er 4, 2 0 2 2 2: 5 5: 5 4 P M

M a y or W h e el er, C o m mi s si o n er R y a n, C o m mi s si o n er H ar d e st y, C o m mi s si o n er
M a p p s, C o m mi s si o n er R u bi o:

I s u p p ort t h e Titl e 1 1 Tr e e C o d e a m e n d m e nt s b ef or e y o u.  Tr e e s ar e a n i m p ort a nt
p art of o ur cit y, a n d pr o vi d e s h a d e a n d c o oli n g t hr o u g h o ut o ur cit y, a n d ar e e s p e ci all y
n e e d e d i n str e et ri g ht s- of- w a y.

I h a v e r e c e ntl y l e ar n e d a b o ut a t hr e at t o tr e e h e alt h, a n d i s a p p ar e ntl y n ot m e nti o n e d
i n t h e Tr e e C o d e, a n d t h at r e g ul ati o n s n e e d t o b e a d d e d.

T h e t hr e at i s tr e e s b ei n g t a k e n o v er, a n d i n e s s e n c e " str a n gl e d" b y cli m bi n g vi n e s
s u c h a s Cl e m ati s vit al b a a n d E n gli s h I v y.    F or tr e e s t h at ar e r e g ul at e d, t h er e s h o ul d
b e l a n g u a g e t o r e q uir e pr o p ert y o w n er s ( a n d t h e cit y, if t h e cit y t a k e s o v er str e et tr e e
m ai nt e n a n c e i n t h e f ut ur e) t o r e m o v e t h e s e vi n e s fr o m t h e r e g ul at e d tr e e s. S o m e
h a v e s u g g e st e d t h at a p er s o n w h o i s d e ni e d a tr e e r e m o v al p er mit c o ul d r e s ort t o
pl a nti n g t h e s e vi n e s, w hi c h w o ul d r e n d er t h e tr e e d a n g er o u s a n d all o w r e m o v al.

It h a s b e e n s u g g e st e d t h at t hi s vi n e l a n g u a g e c o ul d b e a f ut ur e r e g ul at or y eff ort if it' s
n ot f e a si bl e t o a d d t hi s i nt o t h e c urr e nt Titl e 1 1 a m e n d m e nt s. If s o, I w o ul d li k e t o s e e
t h at p at h f oll o w e d.

T h a n k y o u.

D o u g Kl ot z
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Ci t y C o u n cil M e e ti n g - W e d n e s d a y O c t o b e r 4, 2 0 2 2 9: 3 0 a. m.

A g e n d a N o. Fi r s t N a m e L a s t N a m e

8 3 6- 0 1 B et s y R e e s e

8 3 6- 0 2 E dit h Gilli s

8 3 6- 0 3 Y e e W o n C h o n g
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