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This presentation is a collaboration
of Portland citizens.

For more information, please
contact:

Tracy Goodman
tracyxgoodman@gmail.com




The Crty of Portland Portland has not taken a
. . . stand to signal to the world that it condemns
is associated with a

. Russia's illegal full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
governing body of a [siElelE |
. . . Portland voluntarily
terrorist state which is allows itself to be used in deadly Russian
committing genocide. propaganda.

Suspend the sister Portland city officials act out
City relationship with of a sense of moral integrity.

Khabarovsk. Portland city officials
Now answer their call to civic duty.

The Clty of Portland joins Portland signals to the world:
the anti-war coalition "“We condemn Russia's full-scale invasion of

. Ukraine.”
to help weaken Russia, | |
Portland is no longer being

to brlng an end exploited and no longer helping craft deadly
to the war faster. Russian propaganda.



Reasons given for
maintaining the sister city
relationship:

The programs promote
long term peace
around the world.

The sister city
relationship provides a
channel of
communication

to isolated Russians.

These are
people-to-people
and community-to

community endeavors.

Evidence to the contrary:

Russian brigades from
our sister cities are committing
acts of terrorism, barbaric and
brutal torture, and genocide.

The Russian Federation
controls communication in Russia;

the sister city relationship is

exploited by Russia and used in
deadly Russian propaganda at the
cost of Ukrainian lives.

Russian city government
officials are involved with these
endeavors, these are not solely
people-to-people.

“To curtail our sister

N city in Russia, it

demonstrates our
resolve toward the
people of Ukraine
right now. It also tells
the people of Russia
that you have a
problem. Cities,

- states, and our nation - /@

are standing up

’ against a dictator-

type of invasion to a
country that is
democratic, free, and
bothering no one.”
City Council

- Randy Helms

Colorado Springs,
Colorado
=8 A



The programs promote long term
peace around the world...

Russians from
these areas are
committing genocide.

Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine is

an illegal, premeditated, unprovoked, brutal
act of terrorism, genocide, and aggression
against a sovereign country - committing
mass civilian killings, maiming, raping of
boys and girls, torturing, human trafficking
forcibly deporting Ukrainians to “filtration”
camps. Bombing, burning, and leveling of
cities. Deliberately shelling a nuclear power
plant, schools, maternity wards, hospitals,
homes, apartment buildings, and other
civilian infrastructure.

“This is not a war—

this is a slaughter.”

City Commissioner Hagen Brody,
Sarasota, Florida

e Russian troops tied the hands of
civilians behind their backs,
tortured and committed heinous
acts of sexual violence, before
murdering them in Bucha, Ukraine.

e Portland’s sister city of Russia is
Khabarovsk -- home to one of

the Russian troops that carried out
the Bucha massacre.

These inhumane practices of
genocide are ongoing, in real-
time...yet the City of Portland has
yet to sever its sister city ties with
Khabarovsk.



Tracy Goodman
The programs promote long term 
peace around the world…


The sister city relationship provides a channel
of communication to isolated Russians...

It is through the sister city relationship Sk - B ‘Qg
The Russian Federation that hands the Russian Federation more ‘ ax\g i
: : ammunition to kill innocent Ukrainians. oledimna, 7)) «,..despite the two
controls communication | o ) ekl
In Russia. e The Portland-Khabarovsk Sister Cities — , relationship, the
held a "friendship bridge" event March ' A invasion could not

2,2002, nearly 1 week after the full-scale %O “HCh;Ckedt'hwe
The Russian Federation had been planning invasion of Ukraine. ace perhaps the

. - . test challenge
what they call a “special military operation” grea
Y P 'y oP between our two

for years prior the full-scale invasion. e This event was aired on a Russian state- e MRS countries in more

The sister city relationship as the “last controlled TV channel in Khabarovsk. PR ] _____ than a half century

channel of communication” to isolated precipitated by the

Russians is not positively influential. e This event was also printed a local B - Weaiel unprovoked attack

Khabarovsk newspaper and pushed out on Ukraine. This is
an act of

Why the term “special operation” matters on YouTube and Russian social media. i edented

e The term “special operation” is the crux and ol e , aggression that we,
ammunition of the Russian invasion of ¢ In covering the event, a Khabarovsk $o - ' . as two longtime

Ukraine. newspaper quotes Portland officials as = 4% friends, cannot
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' of the relationship with our Russian
Ukraine

o [tis the term that is used to lie to and rally
Russians to carry out acts of terrorism and
genocide.

response to the special operation in

Ukraine.”

The relationship is being exploited and helping

to craft deadly propaganda. S\



Tracy Goodman
The sister city relationship provides a channel of communication to isolated Russians…

Tracy Goodman
The relationship is being exploited and helping to craft deadly propaganda.


These are people-to-people endeavors...

Russian city government
officials are involved with
these endeavors,

these are not solely
people-to-people.

SCI, Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City
Association and the Mayor claim the
relationship is “person-to-person”
relationship; there is alarming evidence to
the contrary.

Andrey Khmara curated and attended

a Portland-Khabarovsk event. Khmara is a
chief specialist of the International Relations
Department, Khabarovsk City
Administration, a Khabarovsk city
government official.

“The original purpose of
it being people-to-people
isn’t happening.”
Councilor Emily Semple
Eugene, Oregon

e The same Khabarovsk city
government official, Andrey Khmara,
that visited Portland in June 2014
(after Russia invaded and annexed
Crimea and started genocide of
Crimean Tatars), curated and
attended the March 2022 “friendship
bridge” between Portland children
and Khabarovsk children.

e Khmara was then quoted in a
Khabarovsk newspaper stating
Portland ignored President
Zelenskyy's call to cut sister city ties
and referenced the March
“friendship bridge” as evidence of
Portland’s support suggesting Russia
is not isolated.
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Tracy Goodman
These are people-to-people endeavors…


Feeling empathy
for Ukrainians
is not enough.

"If we're going to be a part
of a global community, we
have got to stand up at
times like this and make
our intentions and our
feelings known.”

~Mayor Eric Johnson,
Dallas, Texas

It is vital that Portland suspend its sister city relationship
with Khabarovsk, more than simply to “register
disapproval”, as Sister City International president, Leroy
Allala states. Understand, these are not “people-to-people
and community-to-community” endeavors as stated, but
rather include government city officials. And the “last channel
of communication” is not proving to be a positive influence as
also stated.

Sister cities were created to “promote peace through
mutual respect, understanding, and cooperation” with
other communities around the globe. Right now, Russians
are committing acts of terrorism, barbaric and brutal torture,

and genocide.

Legitimate person-to-person relationships are not in
question, nor discouraged. The official sister city relationship,
the exchanges of delegations, and official communications

between our cities are.



We cannot How does the city reconcile maintaining the
sister city relationship with Khabarovsk knowing

un-know
the consequences that come at a cost of
what we know... Ukraines lives, language, and culture?




Suspend the
Portland sister city

relationship with
Khabarovsk
until:

“It 1s the duty of every
government to remain vigilant
of unlawful acts against public

order, democratic principles,
and innocent civilians.”

Governor Larry Hogan,
Baltimore, Maryland

The Russian military presence is out of Ukraine and
the hostilities against Ukraine have ended and
resolved peacefully. AND...

Sovereignty and Territory

Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity is fully restored
within its 1991 borders.

Human Trafficking, Kidnapping, and “Filtration” Camps

The more than 2 million deported Ukrainians are free to return
to their homeland. The children who have been kidnapped and
relocated to Russia are returned home.

War Crimes, Crimes Against Humanity, and Genocide

The Russian Federation’s political leaders and military
personnel have been held accountable for their war of
aggression, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide
through Nuremberg-style trials by an international court of law.

Destruction of Assets

The Russian Federation has paid reparations for the destruction
it caused in Ukraine, and all assets are rebuilt and fully restored.
Infrastructure, homes and residential buildings, schools,
hospitals, police departments, businesses, cultural and religious
buildings, shopping centers, grain depots, railway stations,
airports, water pump stations, centralized heating utilities, oil
refineries and fuel depots.



Moreover,

other atrocities
committed by the
Russian
Federation
include:

War of Aggression, War Crimes, Crimes Against Humanity,
and Genocide

Gang-rapes, assaults at gunpoint, and rapes committed in front of children
Widespread, systematic actions against the Ukrainian people committed by
Russian forces under the direction of political leadership of the Russian
Federation, which include forced deportations to Russia and the purposeful
killing of Ukrainian civilians in population massacres, mass atrocities, as
constituting a genocide against the people of Ukraine.

Human Trafficking and “Filtration” Camps

1.6 million Ukrainian citizens, including 260,000 children, have been
deported from their homes to Russia.

Russian are abducting children from orphanages and putting them up for
adoption inside Russia.

Russians are confiscating Ukrainian passports, and coercing Ukrainian citizens
into signing agreements to stay in Russia, hindering their ability to freely
return home.

Russian authorities have transported tens of thousands of people to detention
facilities inside Russian-controlled Donetsk, where many are executed,
consistent with evidence of Russian atrocities committed in Bucha, Mariupol,
and other locations in Ukraine.

State Sponsor of Terrorism

A bipartisan pair of senators has called on the Biden administration to
designate Russia as a state sponsor of terrorism in response to its invasion
of Ukraine.

Threat to United States Territorial Integrity and Nuclear War
Chairman of the Russian State Duma, Vyacheslav Volodin, warned that Russia
could demand Alaska back if the US continues to seize Russian resources
abroad.

A group of Russian officials who appeared on state television held an intense
discussion on how best to show the U.S. the full extent of the threat Russia
poses to its national security.

Using the Sister City Relationship to Help Craft Russian
Propaganda

The Portland-Khabarovsk Sister Cities held a "friendship bridge" event
March 2,2002, nearly 1 week after the full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
Which was aired on a Russian state-controlled TV channel in Khabarovsk.
In referring to the event and the relationship, a Khabarovsk newspaper
stated Portland officials referring to the full-scale invasion as a “special
operation in Ukraine.”

Fascism

In 2018 Khabarovsk voters elected Sergei Furgal as territorial governor.
Sergei Furgal was a member of the Liberal Democratic Party of Russia
(LDPR) - a far right party that has often been described as fascist.
Rather than celebrating the LDPR candidate in the 2018 election in
Khabarovsk, the City of Portland ought to have examined the LDPR party,
and what it stands for. Then, ask themselves, is THIS what the City of

Portland stands for? | think the answer to this question would have been,
NO.

What atrocity is
too severe that
could cause the
City of Portland
to end its sister
city relationship
with Khabarovsk,
Russia?



-t 1012 14TH STREET NW | SUITE 1400
e WASHINGTON, DG 20005
ONAL www.sistercities.org

Dear Fellow Citizen Diplomats,

Witnessing the horrific events of the past week in Ukraine, leaders in our communities —
instinctively and understandably — want to say something, to do something, and to act
towards a collective disapproval of this assault on humankind; endeavoring to make a positive
difference at this critical juncture in our global discourse.

Yet, suspending or ending a sister city relationship with a Russian city partner should not be
one such action.

As citizen diplomats, we must be alert to counsel and remind our elected officials as well as
our local municipal leaders of the critical role that Sister Cities International and each local
sister city relationship offers, especially in times of conflict. We applaud those sister cities
programs and citizens around the globe, including in Russia, who have voiced their support of
an independent Ukraine and reaffirmed their belief in peace through mutual respect,
understanding, and cooperation.

While suspending or ending a sister city relationship to register disapproval of a foreign
government's actions may seem, on the surface, like a positive policy protest action, it has the
complete opposite effect — closing a vital and, ofttimes, last channel of communication with
vulnerable or isolated populations.

As a result, we reemphasize and underscore that our policy remains to encourage our
members and U.S. communities to keep their sister city relationship active, especially now
when the political issues and actions of the day threaten to disrupt the positive, constructive
relationships that have been made, over many years, at the people-to-people and community-
to-community levels. We ask each of you to reaffirm this policy in all your interactions within
your communities.

Should you have any questions or need any assistance, please contact our SCI National
Headquarters. Thank you for your continued support of Sister Cities International and our
mission to "Promote Peace through Mutual Respect, Understanding, and Cooperation — one
individual, one community at a time."

Sincerely,

Rear, OLLLQ.

Leroy R. Allala | President and CEO
Sister Cities International | 1012 14th Street NW, Suite 1400
Washington, DC 20005 | (202) 347-8630 | www.sistercities.org



http://www.sistercities.org/

Tracy Goodman & B0 UA - City of PDX  September 19, 2022 at 8:09 AM Q
Consequences of maintaining the sister city relationship with Russia. Details / )

To: Wheeler, Mayor, Lee, Bobby, Commissioner Hardesty, Commissioner Mapps, Commissioner Rubio, Commissioner Ryan Office Cc: & 5 more

Mayor Wheeler, Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty, Commissioner Mingus Mapps, Commissioner Carmen
Rubio, and Commissioner Dan Ryan:

| am writing to you, again, in response to your decision to maintain the Portland-Khabarovsk sister city
relationship. Outlined below are 3 reasons given for maintaining the relationship, and the unintended
consequences of doing so.

WHY MAINTAIN THE SISTER CITY RELATIONSHIPS WITH RUSSIA
1  The sister city relationship provides a channel of communication to isolated Russians.
2  These are people-to-people and community-to-community endeavors.
3  The programs promote long term peace around the world.

UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES OF US-RU SISTER CITY RELATIONSHIPS
1 Russian controls communication in Russia; the sister city relationship is exploited by Russia and used
in deadly Russian propaganda at the cost of Ukrainian lives.
2 Russian city government officials are involved with these endeavors, these are not solely people-to-
people.
3 Russian brigades from these areas are committing acts of terrorism, barbaric and brutal massacres,
and genocide.

Context is provided below, using Portland, OR as an example. Attached is a PDF which provides more
details with cited resources. | sincerely hope you read through it.

As our elected city officials, you have an obligation to act in the best interest of your constituents, both
morally and civically.
. Morally, it is your duty to signal to the world that the citizens of Portland condemn Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine.
«  Civically, you have a duty to suspend the Portland-Khabarovsk sister city relationship, because by
maintaining the relationship you hand over more support to the Russian Federation than perhaps you
realize.

It is important to understand the consequences that come at a cost of innocent Ukrainian lives by
maintaining the sister city relationship with Russia.

Reason 1 - last channel of communication

“While suspending or ending a sister city relationship to register of a foreign government’s actions may
seem, on the surface, like a positive protest action, it has the complete opposite effect — closing a vital and,
ofttimes, last channel of communication with vulnerable or isolated populations.” Sister Cities International’s

President, Leroy Allala in statement late February 2022.
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IN FACT -- The Russian Federation had been planning what they call a “special military operation” for
years. The relationship as the “last channel of communication” to isolated Russians is not positively
influential, as claimed in the SCI statement. The US-RU sister city relationships have only
strengthened the appearance of support of this “special operation”.
Using Portland as an example, the Portland-Khabarovsk sister city relationship is precisely being
exploited and used in deadly Russian propaganda and citing Portland officials referring to the full-
scale invasion of Ukraine as a special operation. Mind you, it is very unlikely any Portland city official
refers to the full-scale invasion of Ukraine as a special operation, but this illustrates my point... this is
the channel of communication taking place.
Why the term “special operation” matters...
o  The term “special operation” is the crux and ammunition of the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
o  The Russian Federation calls the invasion a "special military operation" to denazify Ukraine
o Itis the term that is used to lie to and rally Russians to carry out acts of terrorism and
genocide.
= Asrecent as Sep 18, 2022 - The Russian army, seeking contract soldiers for what it
calls the "special military operation" in Ukraine, is using mobile recruiting trucks to
attract volunteers, offering nearly $3,000 a month as an incentive.

It is through the sister city relationship that hands the Russian Federation more ammunition to Kkill
innocent Ukrainians. One of the brigades that committed the atrocities in the Bucha massacre was
from Khabarovsk Krai. Khabarovsk is the sister city of Portland. These inhumane practices of
genocide are ongoing, in real-time...yet the city of Portland has yet to suspend its sister city
relationship with Khabarovsk.

On suspending ties with their Russian sister city: Berkeley, California, Berkeley City Council =“It'll also
be a valuable communication to these Russian cities and their citizens that Berkeley is unhappy with
what’s happening in Ukraine,” Bowker said. “Maybe it's something for Russian citizens to think about,
and something for them to contemplate in their relationship with their own government.”

Reason 2 - people-to-people and community-to-community

“..political issues and actions of the day threaten to disrupt the positive, constructive relationships that have
been made, over many years, at the people-to-people and community-to-community levels.” Sister Cities
International’s President, Leroy Allala in statement late February 2022.

Mayor’s decision to maintain the relationship with Khabarovsk - Booby Lee, Mayor’s Chief of Staff,
responded, “The reason why the Mayor supports continuing the relationship is due to the mission of the
sister city program. As you know the sister city organizations ‘promote peace through people-to-people
relationships’ with various program offerings. The Mayor believes in using the program to promote long term
peace around the world.”

IN FACT -- Andrey Khmara curated and attended a Portland-Khabarovsk March 2, 2022 “Friendship
Bridge” event. Khmara is a chief specialist of the International Relations Department, Khabarovsk City
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Administration, a Khabarovsk city government official. Also, important to note, he referenced the
Portland-Khabarovsk event in a Khabarovsk newspaper as evidence of Portland’s support suggesting
Russia is not isolated.

President Zelensky, 90th annual meeting of the US Conference of Mayors “What do these
connections give you? Probably nothing. But they give Russia the opportunity to say that it is not
isolated, even after beginning such a war.” President Zelenskyy was right.

On suspending ties with their Russian sister city: Eugene, Oregon, Councilor Emily Semple — "The
original purpose of it being people-to-people isn't happening.”

Reason 3 - program to promote long term peace around the world.

Mayor’s decision to maintain the relationship with Khabarovsk - Booby Lee, Mayor’s Chief of Staff,
responded, “The reason why the Mayor supports continuing the relationship is due to the mission of the
sister city program. As you know the sister city organizations ‘promote peace through people-to-people
relationships’ with various program offerings. The Mayor believes in using the program to promote long term
peace around the world.”

IN FACT -- The “positive, constructive relationships that have been made, over many years” was a
different time. Right now, Russians are committing acts of terrorism, barbaric and brutal massacres,

and genocide. The Russian Federation continues to strike on Ukrainian civilian targets and
committing genocide.

It is vital that Portland suspend its sister city relationship with Khabarovsk, more than simply to
“reqister disapproval’, as SCI president states. Understand, these are not “people-to-people and
community-to-community” endeavors as claimed, but rather include the government city officials. And
the ‘last channel of communication” is not proving to be a positive influence, quite the opposite.

Sister cities were created to “promote peace through mutual respect, understanding, and
cooperation” with other communities around the globe. Legitimate person-to-person relationships are

not in question, nor discouraged. The official sister city relationship - the exchanges of delegations
and official communications between our cities are.

On suspending ties with their Russian sister city: Baltimore, Maryland Governor Larry Hogan — “It is
the duty of every government to remain vigilant of unlawful acts against public order, democratic
principles and innocent civilians.”

You cannot un-know what you now know. | ask that you share more with me to understand your full
reasoning behind this decision. How do you reconcile maintaining the sister city relationships with
Khabarovsk knowing the unintended consequences come at a cost of innocent Ukrainians?

Please advise.
Tracy Goodman
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‘ Ukraine Civilian Casualties as of August 29, 2022

United Nations Human Rights

From 24 February 2022, when the Russian Federation’s armed attack against Ukraine started, to 28 August 2022, the
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) recorded 13,718 civilian casualties in the country:

5,663 killed and 8,055 injured.

This included:
a total of 5,663 killed (2,195 men, 1,512 women, 149 girls, and 178 boys, as well as 38 children and 1,591 adults

whose sex is yet unknown)
a total of 8,055 injured (1,652 men, 1,222 women, 177 girls, and 239 boys, as well as 207 children and 4,558 adults

whose sex is yet unknown)
In Donetsk and Luhansk regions: 7,735 casualties (3,358 killed and 4,377 injured)
On Government-controlled territory: 6,211 casualties (3,044 killed and 3,167 injured)
On territory controlled by Russian armed forces and affiliated armed groups: 1,524 casualties (314

killed and 1,210 injured)

In other regions of Ukraine (the city of Kyiv, and Cherkasy, Chernihiv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Kharkiv, Kherson,
Kirovohrad, Kyiv, Mykolaiv, Odesa, Sumy, Zaporizhzhia, Dnipropetrovsk, Khmelnytskyi, Poltava, Rivne,
Ternopil, Vinnytsia, Volyn, and Zhytomyr regions), which were under Government control when casualties
occurred: 5,983 casualties (2,305 killed and 3,678 injured)

Most of the civilian casualties recorded were caused by the use of explosive weapons with wide area effects,
including shelling from heavy artillery, multiple launch rocket systems, missiles and air strikes.

OHCHR believes that the actual figures are considerably higher, as the receipt of information from some locations
where intense hostilities have been going on has been delayed and many reports are still pending corroboration.
This concerns, for example, Mariupol (Donetsk region), Izium (Kharkiv region), Lysychansk, Popasna, and
Sievierodonetsk (Luhansk region), where there are allegations of numerous civilian casualties.


https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2022/08/ukraine-civilian-casualty-update-29-august-2022
https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2022/08/ukraine-civilian-casualty-update-29-august-2022

G Destruction - Assets Destroyed by Russia as of August 22, 2022

Kyiv School of Economics

Since the beginning of the invasion, occupiers have and continue to bomb, burn, and level cities; target schools, hospitals,
crowded shopping centers, crowded railway stations and other railway infrastructure, grain depots, residential

buildings, police departments, water pump stations, oil refineries and fuel depots, a railway car repairing plant, centralized
heating utilities, recreational and relaxation facilities, and more.

Destroyed or damaged assets include, at least:
e 15.3 thousand apartments,
e 115.9 thousand private houses,
e 388 enterpirises,
e 18 civilian airports,
e 798 kindergartens,
e 43.7 thousand agricultural machinery,
e 1991 shops,
e 715 cultural facilities,
e 934 healthcare facilities,
e 119 social services facilities,
e 593 pharmacies,
¢ 17 administrative service centers have been damaged, destroyed or seized.



https://kse.ua/about-the-school/news/damage-caused-to-ukraine-s-infrastructure-during-the-war-increased-to-113-5-bln-minimum-recovery-needs-for-destroyed-assets-is-almost-200-bln/
https://kse.ua/about-the-school/news/damage-caused-to-ukraine-s-infrastructure-during-the-war-increased-to-113-5-bln-minimum-recovery-needs-for-destroyed-assets-is-almost-200-bln/

e War of Aggression, War Crimes, Crimes Against Humanity, and Genocide

Population Massacres and Violence against Civilians
As Russian forces pulled out of Kyiv oblast in April, evidence of the mass killings of civilians started surfacing—
in Bucha, Irpin, Borodyanka, Hostomel, and other small cities in Kyiv oblast.
® According to official data from early July, more than 1,300 civilians were killed during the Russian occupation of Kyiv
oblast. The search for those buried in hastily dug graves is ongoing.
e Similar crimes are taking place in other regions that are under occupation, but it is impossible to know the exact
number of murdered civilians. Official representatives of Mariupol city reported that thousands had been killed.

Men And Boys Among Alleged Rape Victims of Russian Soldiers in Ukraine
e Gang-rapes, assaults at gunpoint, and rapes committed in front of children are among the grim testimonies they
have collected from victims and their families.

e Forensic doctors carrying out postmortem examinations on women buried in mass graves say they have also found
evidence some were raped before being killed by Russian forces.

Resolution Recognizing Russia’s Actions in Ukraine as a Genocide by US Senators
Substantial and significant evidence documents widespread, systematic actions against the Ukrainian people committed
by Russian forces under the direction of political leadership of the Russian Federation.

US Senators Jim Risch (R-ldaho), ranking member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and Ben Cardin (D-Md.), chair
of the US Helsinki Commission and author of the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act, today led Senators
Roger Wicker (R-Miss.), Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), Rob Portman (R-Ohio), Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.), and Lindsey Graham
(R-S.C.) in introducing a resolution recognizing Russia's actions in Ukraine, which include forced deportations to Russia and
the purposeful killing of Ukrainian civilians in mass atrocities, as constituting a genocide against the people of
Ukraine.

This resolution:
e Condemns Russia for committing acts of genocide against the people of Ukraine;
e Calls on the United States, along with NATO and EU allies, to support the government of Ukraine to prevent further
acts of Russian genocide against the Ukrainian people; and
e Supports tribunals and international criminal investigations to hold Russian political leaders and military personnel
accountable for a war of aggression, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide.



https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/ranking/release/risch-cardin-colleagues-introduce-resolution-recognizing-russias-actions-in-ukraine-as-a-genocide
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/ranking/release/risch-cardin-colleagues-introduce-resolution-recognizing-russias-actions-in-ukraine-as-a-genocide

Human Trafficking and “Filtration” Camps

US Department of State - Russia’s "Filtration” Operations, Forced Disappearances, and Mass Deportations of Ukrainian Citizens

The United States has placed Russia on a list of countries engaged in human trafficking. US Department of State:

Estimates from a variety of sources, including the Russian government, indicate that Russian authorities
haveinterrogated,detained,andforcibly deported between 900,000 and 1.6 million Ukrainian citizens, including 260,000 children, from
their homes to Russia
Putin's “filtration” operations are separating families,confiscating Ukrainian passports, and issuing Russian passports in an apparent
effort to change the demographic makeup of parts of Ukraine.
Russian authorities are deliberately separating Ukrainian children from their parents and abducting others from orphanages before
putting them up for adoption inside Russia.
Eyewitnesses and survivors of “filtration” operations, detentions, and forced deportations report frequent threats, harassment, and
incidents of torture by Russian security forces.
During this process, Russian authorities also reportedly capture and store biometric and personal data, subject civilians to invasive
searches and interrogations and coerce Ukrainian citizens into signing agreements to stay in Russia, hindering their ability to
freely return home.
Eyewitnesses, survivors, and Ukraine’s General Prosecutor have reported that Russian authorities have transported tens of thousands
of people to detention facilities inside Russian-controlled Donetsk, where many are reportedly tortured.

o There are reports that some individuals targeted for “filtration” have been summarily executed, consistent with evidence of

Russian atrocities committed inBucha, Mariupol, and other locations in Ukraine.

Blinken said the United States is committed to fighting human trafficking because it destabilizes societies, undermines economies, harms

workers, enriches those who exploit the people who are trafficked, undercuts legitimate business, and most fundamentally, because it is

so profoundly wrong.”

Life in the Occupied Territories

Residents of the territories controlled by Russia now face the reality of constant fear, violence, and terror.

The Russians have shut down Ukrainian broadcasting, cut off broadband and internet connections to restrict access to
information.

Electricity, water, and food supplies have been cut off or made unobtainable.

Many local authorities who refused to collaborate with the occupying forces and Russia-backed insurgents have been
kidnapped by Russians.

Local residents have organized rallies demanding the kidnapped officials be freed; some of these protestors have been shot.
Volunteers who try to supply needed goods and medicine to residents of the occupied territories have been subjected to the
same treatment.

Russian troops or insurgents have forced civilians to join militias and fight against the Ukrainian army. This has happened not
only in the Donbas but in other regions as well.


https://www.state.gov/russias-filtration-operations-forced-disappearances-and-mass-deportations-of-ukrainian-citizens/
https://www.state.gov/russias-filtration-operations-forced-disappearances-and-mass-deportations-of-ukrainian-citizens/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/ukraine-quarterl
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/ukraine-quarterl

° Russia as a “state sponsor of terrorism”

Senators put bipartisan pressure on Biden to designate Russia a state sponsor of terrorism

A bipartisan pair of senators has called on the Biden administration to designate Russia as a state sponsor of terrorism in
response to its invasion of Ukraine, saying they would push Congress to pass a bill issuing the designation "whether or not" it
had President Joe Biden's support.

“One of the rare times | agree with @SpeakerPelosi.” Posted Senator Lindsay Graham (R-SC), Twitter July 21, 2022.
“| appreciate her strong statement that Putin’s Russia should immediately be labeled a “state sponsor of terrorism” and agree
that Congress should act on this matter if the Administration fails to do so.”

US House Speaker, Nancy Pelosi, asked Secretary of State Antony Blinken to declare Russia as a "state sponsor of terrorism",
stating the sponsor of terrorism designation for Russia is “long overdue.”

In May, Sens. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) and Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) introduced a resolution urging Blinken to designated
Russia as a state sponsor of terrorism. It would also put the Senate on the record for “viewing the actions of the Government of
the Russian Federation, at the direction of President Vladimir Putin, as terrorism.”



https://www.cnn.com/2022/08/07/politics/biden-russia-state-sponsor-of-terrorism-cnntv/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/08/07/politics/biden-russia-state-sponsor-of-terrorism-cnntv/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/europe/live-news/ukraine-russia-putin-new-04-18-22/h_379c2d3bc66d542de9433f5de32fc712
https://edition.cnn.com/europe/live-news/ukraine-russia-putin-new-04-18-22/h_379c2d3bc66d542de9433f5de32fc712
https://www.cnn.com/specials/politics/joe-biden-news
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° Threat to United States Territorial Integrity and Nuclear War

Russian Politician Threatens Alaska, says 'We Can Claim It Back'
Chairman of the Russian State Duma, Vyacheslav Volodin, warned that Russia could demand Alaska back if the US

continues to seize Russian resources abroad. (Russia colonized Alaska in the late 1700s but sold the territory to the US in
1867.)

Russian State TV Argues Over Using Nuclear War to Threaten U.S.
A group of Russian officials who appeared on state television held an intense discussion on how best to show the U.S. the
full extent of the threat Russia poses to its national security.
* Since Ukraine was invaded in late February, the U.S. has drawn Russia's ire over aid, including weapons, to Ukraine and
packages of unprecedented sanctions against Russia.
e The full context surrounding the state television discussion was not immediately clear, but the clip began with a man,
identified as military expert Alexei Leokov, saying that "Russia should get used to becoming an empire.”
* "Since we're an empire, we should act like an empire," he said.

o Andrey Gurulyov, a member of the State Duma, then chimed in to suggest that weapons, presumably Russia's,
should "pose a threat, first and foremost, to the territory of the United States of America, and not only
nuclear weapons."

o "They should understand there could be a strike against Miami, Texas or any other state," Gurulyov said. "Then,
they'll tuck their tail in. They aren't very brave over there. This is our truth and what we should aspire to and
confidently move toward that."



https://www.jpost.com/international/article-711362
https://www.jpost.com/international/article-711362
https://www.newsweek.com/russian-state-tv-argues-over-using-nuclear-war-threaten-us-1715850
https://www.newsweek.com/russian-state-tv-argues-over-using-nuclear-war-threaten-us-1715850

G Using the Sister City Relationship to Help Craft Russian Propaganda

ATV program aired on a Russian state-controlled TV channel in Khabarovsk
The "friendship bridge" program between Portland-Khabarovsk Sister Cities was held March 2, 2022 - nearly a week after
Russia started the full-scale invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022.
* Dozens of Ukrainian children had been killed and Bucha had been occupied by Russian troops when Portland-
Khabarovsk Sister City organization decided to hold the "friendship bridge" event and film Portland children
for Russian propaganda TV and media outlets.

* The program included PPS teacher, Zoya Surits, filmed at Franklin High School, together with several PPS children. The
program also included a government representative of the City of Khabarovsk, Andrey Khmara, who was with Russian
children in Khabarovsk.

* This program was later referenced by the same Khabarovsk government representative as the evidence that sister
city relationship between Portland and Khabarovsk continues even after "the start of the special military

operation".

The United States lgnored the Call to Cut Ties with Khabarovsk
An article in the Khabarovsk newspaper DVHAB.RU, dated June 5, 2022, states:
* Inreferring to the event and the sister city relationship, a Khabarovsk newspaper states, “Portland officials cited a
statement by the Sister Cities International, which says that the suspension or termination of the relationship with our
Russian partner city should not be the cities' response to the special operation in Ukraine.”

The Portland- Khabarovsk Sister City Association claims it is a “citizen-to-citizen” relationship; there is evidence to the
contrary. However, the Portland-Khabarovsk relationship is clearly curated by Khabarovsk city government and used for
propaganda purposes.

The same Khabarovsk city government official, Andrey Khmara, that visited Portland in June 2014 (after Russia invaded and
annexed Crimea and started genocide of Crimean Tatars), curated the March 2022 “friendship bridge” between Portland
children and Khabarovsk children. Again, this was after Russia invaded Ukraine.

Khmara was then quoted in an article in the Khabarovsk newspaper (DVHAB.RU), on June 5, 2022 that Portland ignored
President Zelenskyy's call to cut sister city ties and referenced the March “friendship bridge” as confirmation.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHrhdo0ofDU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHrhdo0ofDU
https://www.dvnovosti.ru/khab/2022/06/06/142736/
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BCEHOBOCTM  XABAPOBCK KOMCOMOMNBCK-HA-AMYPE ~ MPOMCLLECTBWA CMoPT EAQ KOPOHABHPYC

BCEHOBOCTHM = XABAPOBCK

CLUA npourHopupoBanu npu3bie nNopeatb
cBA3M ¢ XabapOBCKOM

MNapTHepckue oTHoleHKWs XabapoBcka ¢ MopTneHAoM, ANUBLIKECA NOUTH 34 rofa, efBa He
3aKOHYM/NIUCD W3-3a BbICTYNNEHHA Npe3aneHTa YKpanHbl. Bnagumup 3eneHckuil MecTko
noTpe6oBan nopeaTb OTHOWEHUA ¢ No6paTHMamu ns Poccuu. Ho ero npourHopupoBanu.

23:40, 5 mioHA 20221,

BonHa 0TKa308 COTPYAHWHETE C POCCHIACKWMI FOPOAaMW 3aXNECTHYNa Hally cTpaHy. Cambim
APKKMM NPUMepomM cTan MNCeKoB, KOTOPbIA B 04HeHacse NMWKUACA 12 3 18 nobpaTumMos

XabapoBCKy e NoKa yianocs COXPaHWTL TEMMbIE OTHOLWEHWA Co BeeMU. OAHaKo aTo He
noHpaBWnoch Bnagumupy 3eneHcKomy, KOTOPBIA, BbICTynas Ha KoHdepeHyru mapos CLLUA,
PacKpUTUKOBAN WX 33 COXpaHeH1e NoBPaTMMCKUX GTHOWeHWH. OfHako BnacTu MopTnedga
cocnanuce Ha 2anenenue HKO Sister Cities International, B koTopom roBopuTea, 4TO
NPUOCTEHOBKE MKW NpekpaLleHne I'IUf)paTMMCKM)( OTHOLUeHWRA € pUGDMﬁCKMM ropoaom-
napTHepOM He JOMKHa 6bITe OTBETOM FOPOAOE Ha creuonepaumio Ha Ykpaute

- Mocne Havana cneynansHOW BOBHHOW onepaymu 2 MapTa cocToANacs BCTpeya B
thopmate BKC Mexy MAY 10 «fleTckinil 3k0N0ro-6U0NorMyeckil LEHTR» W IKONOH
umenn GpanknHa Moptnenga. Bo Bpema AaHHOro MEPONpPUATHSA POCCHICKME 1
AMEPUKAHCKME JETH CMOFNM PaccKasaTk APy ApYry O CBOMX CTPaHaX W ropojax,
MOAENMTECH OBLUMMKM FKOMOMMYECKMMK NPpOBABMaMM U NYTAMK NX peluerna. Hukakunx
3anBNeHNA 1 ODUUKMENEHBIX MMCEM M3 MyHUUMNanuTeTa NopTnersa aaMuHMCTpaUns
XaBaposcka He nony4ana. Mo npoyesype 0QHOCTOPOHHErO Pa3pbiga OTHOLWEHMUI
aMEPHKAHCKOW CTOPOHON MHPOPMaLMA ¥ Hac OTCYTCTBYeT, - pacckasan AHgpei Xmapa,
KOHCYNETAHT OTAENE MEXAYHAPOAHOIO NPOTOKONE YNPaBNEHNA MEXAYHAPOAHBIX
CBA3EH.

Cnpaeka

Jenosoe coTpygHMHECTBO Xa6apoBcKa ¢ 3apyEEXHBIMH rOCYapCcTBaMN BOSHMKIO YKe Ha
Ha4anLHOM 3Tane UCTOPUA ropoda. B koHue XX — Havane XX| BeKoB Hayanocs akTHEHOE
BOB/IEHEHHME B SKOHOMMKY 4abHEBOCTOYHON CTOMALLI MHOCTDaHHBIX TOBEDOS W MHBECTHLM.
Oco6as ponib B 3TOM NPHHAANENHT ropogamM-no6paTiMan, ¢ KoTopsiMu XabapoBeK paasuBaeT
APYKECTBEHHBIE, NENOBLIE W KYNETYDHLIE CBAIM

B anpene 1965 roga 6sino nognucado Cornaledune o6 yeTaHOBNEHMM MOBPaTUMCKUX caa el
mexay Xabaposckom 1 Humratow, ¢ Moptnedgom — 10 mora 1988 roga. Cornaweque o
NoBPaTHMMCKMX CBA3AX Mexay ropofoM BukTopua u XaGaposckom Bblio nognvcano 25 mas
1980 rofa, a 15 mioHa 1993-ro — ¢ XapBuHOM.

24 woHa 2002 roga Bb10 NOJNMCAHO COMNALLEHHE 06 YCTaHOBNEHUN NOBPAaTUMCKIMX cBA3eH
XaBaposcka u [yqxoHa. 22 espana 2017 roga aHanorM4HeId JOKYMEHT NOANHCATK Kpaesan
cTonmuya v ropos CaHea NpoBuHUMKM XaiHaHb

HanoMHUM, B KOHLUE MaR BNacTu Xaﬁapoacxa nognucan Qorceocp 0 coTpyaHudecTee

c Genopycckum ropoaom Morunée. Tam Pa3BnThbl NPOMBILLNEHHOE M XMMHWYECKOE
NpOW3BOACTEA, BbINYCKakTCA BLICOKOKNACCHaA NWUIEBaA NPOAYKLWA U NUdThl KOTOpbIE
EOCTpeﬁOBaHbI naneko 3a npejenamun cTpadbl.

Anekcangp Hepensko, HoeocTK Xabapoecka Ha DVHAB ru

TakoKe 4uTanTe Hac M KOMMeHTMpYyiTe B Telegram u VK
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e More Russian Propaganda

Ukrainska Pravda

* The Russians are using children for propaganda purposes.

* "The occupying authorities of the city have instructed teachers, workers at children's centers and kindergartens to
provide a video recording of the children singing the anthem of the Russian Federation and 'young republics’ [self-
proclaimed Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics] for ‘Russia Day’ on 12 June," Petro Andriushchenko, the adviser
to the mayor of Mariupol, June 7, 2022

* Russia has promised hundreds of teachers big money to go to occupied Ukraine and give students there a
"corrected” education — with Russia’s take on Ukraine’s history — in the coming school year.



https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/06/7/7351073/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/06/7/7351073/

G Fascism

We Should Say It. Russia Is Fascist.

The war against Ukraine is not only a return to the traditional fascist battleground, but also a return to traditional fascist
language and practice.
* Soviet anti-fascism, in other words, was a politics of us and them. That is no answer to fascism. After all, fascist politics

begins, as the Nazi thinker Carl Schmitt said, from the definition of an enemy. Because Soviet anti-fascism just meant

defining an enemy, it offered fascism a backdoor through which to return to Russia.

* In the Russia of the 21st century, “anti-fascism” simply became the right of a Russian leader to define national

enemies.

* Atime traveler from the 1930s would have no difficulty identifying the Putin regime as fascist.

O

O O O O

the symbol Z

the rallies

the propaganda

the war as a cleansing act of violence
the death pits around Ukrainian towns

The Oregonian - Opinion: Portland should maintain sister-city relationship with Khabarovsk, June 12,2022

President of the Portland Khabarovsk Sister City Association, Thomas Benke states:
"It's important to note that Khabarovsk has had its own conflicts with the Kremlin. In 2018, 70% of Khabarovsk voters

elected Sergei Furgal as territorial governor, selecting him over the candidate from President Putin’s United Russia party".

n

On the face of it, this sounds positive; it is presented as something admirable and as evidence of democracy in
Khabarovsk... for those people who are not familiar with Russian political parties and their white supremacist views.

The fact is, Sergei Furgal was a member of LDPR (Liberal Democratic Party of Russia) - a far right party that has often
been described as fascist.



https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/19/opinion/russia-fascism-ukraine-putin.html?refer
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G Fascism Continued

It is important to note what LDPR's Founder and Leader, Vladimir Zhirinovsky (until his recent death from covid in April
2022) is famous for:

* As a candidate, Zhirinovsky took part in the 2000 and 2008 presidential elections, promising a "police state", and to
institute summary executions.
* A 1995 BBC documentary, "Tripping with Zhirinovsky" , showed Zhirinovsky telling the crowd at a campaign rally:

"Help us, and you'll never have to vote again! I'm not saying, 'Vote for us and maybe in 20 years' time somebody will
do something.' No, these will be the last elections! The last ones!"

* During the 1990s, commentators described Zhirinovsky as being a fascist, having fascist tendencies, or a neo-fascist.

* During a visit to France in 1994, he said "It's all over for you once you're Americanized and Zionized” and threw stones
and dirt at Jewish protestors.

* Michael Specter, in a piece for The New York Times, "Here Comes the Clown. No Joke", in the same year, said

Zhirinovsky's "party is not liberal, not democratic, and these days not much of a party."

* Zhirinovsky expressed admiration for the 1996 United States presidential election candidate Pat Buchanan, referring
positively to Buchanan's comment labelling the United States Congress as "Israeli-occupied territory."

o Zhirinovsky said that both the United States and the Russian Federation were "under occupation" and that "to
survive, we could set aside places on U.S. and Russian territories to deport this small but troublesome tribe.

*  Zhirinovsky was known for his boasts pertaining to other countries, having expressed a desire to reunite countries of
the ex-Soviet "near abroad" with Russia to within the Russia's borders of 1900 (including Finland and Poland).

* He advocated forcibly retaking Alaska from the United States (which would then become "a great place to put the
Ukrainians"), turning Kazakhstan into "Russia's back yard", and provoking wars between the clans and the nations of
the former Soviet Union and occupying what will remain of it when the wars are over.

* Zhirinovsky, who encouraged separatism within the Russian minority in the Baltic countries, endorsed the forcible re-
occupation of these countries and said nuclear waste should be dumped there.
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G Fascism Continued

Zhirinovsky often threated women with rape (and now Russian soldiers feel empowered to rape women in occupied

territories)
* In 2007 in reaction to U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice's criticism of Russian foreign policy during the dispute,

Zhirinovsky stated, "Condoleezza Rice needs a company of soldiers [and] needs to be taken to barracks where she
would be satisfied."

* Atan April 2014 press conference in the Duma, Zhirinovsky made violent verbal threats against Stella Dubovitskaya, a
pregnant Rossiya Segodnya journalist, who asked him about possible sanctions against Ukraine in the wake of Russia's
Crimean annexation.

*  When asked whether Russians should reciprocate in kind after Ukrainians initiated a sex strike against Russian men,
Zhirinovsky replied that all Ukrainian women were "nymphomaniacs”, and that Dubovitskaya was as well.

o He then ordered two of his aides to "violently rape" the journalist, who had to be briefly hospitalized for shock.

He later apologized, adding that he "spoke a bit rudely when | replied to a young woman.”

Nationalist politician Vladimir Zhirinovsky, leader of the Liberal Democratic Party of Russia in the State Duma, or parliament,
argued that the United States should resort to racial segregation, splitting up into “Black” and "White" states.
* Zhirinovsky is known for being outrageous. But, far from being ridiculed, his obscenely racist suggestion_garnered
coverage in the Kremlin-controlled state media, as well as support from a fellow parliamentarian.
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