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Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered

Appeal ID: 20837 Project Address: 819 SE Grant St

Hearing Date: 9/4/19 Appellant Name: Laurie Simpson

Case No.: B-015 Appellant Phone: 503-367-8057

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: Kathy Aulwes

Project Type: commercial Stories: 2 Occupancy: F-1, S-1, B Construction Type: V-B 

Building/Business Name: ChefsTable Fire Sprinklers: No 

Appeal Involves: Alteration of an existing structure,occ 
Change from s-1 to f-1

LUR or Permit Application No.: 18-210751-CO 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1]    [File 2]    [File 3]    
[File 4] 

Proposed use: warehouse, woodworking, office

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section Table 503, Allowable Building Heights and Areas

Requires This 11,170 sf Type VB building has the following max. allowable areas:
Group ‘S-1’ & 'B' (8,670 gsf) = 9,000 sf x .035 = 9,315 sf
Group ‘F-1’ (2,497 gsf ) = 8,500 sf x .035 = 8,798 sf 
(the area increase due to frontages = .035)

Proposed Design The existing building was classified as an ‘F-1’ occupancy (steel manufacturing & warehouse) 
since the 1930’s. However, in 2016 the occupancy type was changed to ‘S-1’ and ‘B’. The tenant 
would now like to use a portion of the ‘S-1’ space for woodworking and thus requires a partial 
change of occupancy back to ‘F-1’. During our permit review (18-210751-CO) we were instructed 
to file an appeal to document this change, as an existing building that historically exceeds the 
allowable area and will remain as such for this use and occupancy. The ‘B’ and ‘S-1’ occupancies 
were approved in previous permits (16-175243-CO and 15-198270-CO) but could also be 
documented through this appeal process.

Reason for alternative This is an existing building that was classified as an ‘F-1’ until 2016. A portion of the area is 
converting back to this occupancy with an overall reduction in the occupant load of the building 
from 96.7, when it was an 'F-1' building, to the proposed occupant load of 66.7 

APPEAL DECISION
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Partial change of occupancy to F1 in a non-compliant building: Granted provided the woodworking area 
is no more than 2,497 s.f. 
Appellant may contact John Butler (503 823-7339) with questions.

The Administrative Appeal Board finds with the conditions noted, that the information submitted by the appellant 
demonstrates that the approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do 
not lessen health, safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions 
unique to this project make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within 
90 calendar days of the date this decision is published. For information on the appeals process, go to 
www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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