
Phone: 503-823-7300 Email: bds@portlandoregon.gov 1900 SW 4th Ave, Portland, OR 97201
More Contact Info (http://www.portlandoregon.gov//bds/article/519984)

Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Hold for Additional Information

Appeal ID: 20746 Project Address: 12 SE 14th Ave

Hearing Date: 8/21/19 Appellant Name: Kendra Shippy

Case No.: B-002 Appellant Phone: 503-931-8915

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: Gail Knoll

Project Type: commercial Stories: 2 Occupancy: B Construction Type: V-B 

Building/Business Name: Fire Sprinklers: No 

Appeal Involves: Alteration of an existing structure,occ 
Change from S to B

LUR or Permit Application No.: 19-124624-CO 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1] Proposed use: Office

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section Table 705.8, Table 716.6, Table 602 

Requires Degree of opening protection for fire separation distances of 3 to less than 5 feet shall be 
“unprotected, sprinklered (UP, S) with an allowable area of 15% or protected (P) with an allowable 
area of 15%”. Exterior walls that are constructed of a 1HR fire rated assembly are required to have 
openings of 3/4HR fire rated assembly marked with OH-45 or W-60. Walls less than 5 feet from 
the property line and in a B occupancy must be constructed of at least a 1HR fire rated assembly. 

Proposed Design The design proposes new openings at the (E) 2HR concrete wall on the North facade of the 
basement level in a building that is not equipped with an automatic sprinkler system. The north 
wall at the basement level is constructed of a full height 6” thick concrete and furred with 2x4 wood 
studs. The basement is proposed to be a B occupancy and the wall is required to be at least a 
1HR rated assembly per table 602. The total square feet of proposed openings is 127SF , or 12%, 
of the wall area at the North facade of the basement level. These new windows are proposed to be 
“protected” with a 3/4 hour rated assembly with glazing marked with either OH-45 or W-60 30 per 
table 716.6, Fire Window Assembly Fire Protection Ratings.

Reason for alternative Proposal provides the required assemblies for separation distances per the OSSC 2014 code 
sections mentioned above. Daylight is important to the quality of the indoor environment at this 
lower level. The area of openings added to the North wall is less than 2% of the total North facade 
area. The north neighboring building at this facade has no openings and is constructed of CMU 
from grade to the roof. The open area between the two buildings is not used for exiting because 
there are no entrances into either building along these facades. It is also not a direct path of 
exiting. 
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APPEAL DECISION

Allowable area of openings 4 feet from property line: Hold for additional information. 
Appellant may contact John Butler (503 823-7339) with questions.
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