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Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered

Appeal ID: 20510 Project Address: 431 SW Colony Dr

Hearing Date: 6/12/19 Appellant Name: Natasha Carroll

Case No.: B-014 Appellant Phone: 5033097369

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: John Jassman

Project Type: residential Stories: 1 Occupancy: R-3 Construction Type: V-B 

Building/Business Name: Fire Sprinklers: No 

Appeal Involves: Alteration of an existing 
structure,Correction of a violation

LUR or Permit Application No.: 17-255981-RS 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1]    [File 2] Proposed use: Occupied basement

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section R311.7.5.1 

Requires The greatest riser height within any flight of stairs shall not exceed the smallest by more than 3/8 
inch (9.5 mm). 

Proposed Design The stairs as shown on the permit plans as filed are existing, built as part of the original home 
construction permit. The treads and risers have been refinished as part of the overall basement 
renovation project. No modifications have been made to the overall stair structure, joists or 
stringers. 

Reason for alternative Of the 14 existing steps, only (1) exceeds the smallest step rise by 1/2". This is a variance of 
1/8" (0.125") from the allowable 3/8" (0.375"). All other existing (13) steps are in compliance. The 
existing stair well far exceeds the code minimum requirements. The width is in excess of 40", clear 
head height of 7'+, adequate lighting, and all tread depths and nosing are also in compliance. 
Additionally, a code compliant handrail has been added where one had not previously existed to 
additionally improve the overall safety of the stairway. We would like to request the inspection 
report from 4/15/19 be reconsidered and the stairs considered within compliance upon final 
inspection. 

APPEAL DECISION

Increase in maximum stair riser variation to 1/2 inch at one location: Granted provided handrails are 
installed on both sides of the stair. 

Appellant may contact John Butler (503 823-7339) with questions.
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The Administrative Appeal Board finds with the conditions noted, that the information submitted by the appellant 
demonstrates that the approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do 
not lessen health, safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions 
unique to this project make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within 
180 calendar days of the date this decision is published. For information on the appeals process and costs, 
including forms, appeal fee, payment methods and fee waivers, go to www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, 
call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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