
ORDINANCE NO. 

An Ordinance amending Title 33, Planning and Zoning, of the Municipal Code of 
the City of Portland, Oregon, to allow the siting of public transit faci­
lities in the downtown by amending Sections 33.36,160 and 33.44.140 and 
by adding Sections 33.12.781, 33.36.162 and 33.44.142 and declaring an 
emergency. 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section 1. The Council finds that: 

1. Under the regulations presently contained in Chapter 33.36 and Chapter 
33.44 public transit facilities are not included in the RX Downtown 
Multi-Famil.Y Residential Zone and the Cl Central Commercial Zone. 

2. The Updated Downtown Parking and Circulation Policy adopted by the 
Council on October 30, 1980, states, in part, "(e)ncourage the im­
provement of public transit service and the increase in transit rider­
ship, to thereby reduce the need for parking" and 11 (p)rovide parking 
and transportation elements which respond to the special needs of dis­
tricts within doVJntown 11

• This clearly expresses the Council's intent 
to allow public transit facilities where such facilities implement 
the above policies. 

3. The objectives of this Ordinance are to: 

a. Provide for a rich and diverse atmosphere at the site of public 
transit facilities. 

b. Maintain safe, convenient and recognizable pedestrian access, to 
and from public transit facilities. 

c. Encourage the development of mixed-use projects in the air rights 
over transit facilities where feasible. 

t 

4. The above objectives are supported by portions of the Downtown Design 
Guidelines adopted by the City Council December 19, 1980, which state, 
11 (a)void the formation of pedestrian barriers (physical, visual or 
psychological) v1ithin the public right-of-ways, 11 and 11 (rn)aintain the 
diversity of the Downtown by providing opportunities for pedestrian­
oriented activities adjacent to the pedestrian space." 

The RX Development Notebook adopted February 7, 1980 supports the joint 
development objective by stating that 11 (t)he City shall execute public 
projects and encourage private development within the RX Zone to pro­
vide or directly support projects which will improve the residential 
quality of the RX Zone. 11 11 (P)rojects may include private improvements 
within public right-of-ways or adjacent public and private projects 
which compl irnent each other. 11 
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5. The intent was not properly implemented when Title 33 was amended by 
Ordinance No. 147239, implementing the RX Downtown Multi-Family Resi­
dent'ial Zone and the Cl Central Commercial Zone. 

6. Amendment of Chapters 33.36 and 33.44, by listing and describing 
public transit faci 1 ities as a conditional use is necessary to 
properly implement the intent of the City Council in adopting the 
Updated Downtown Parking and Circulation Policy. 

7. On January 5, 1982 the Planning Commission reviewed these amendments 
to Title 33 and recommended that the Council adopt them. 

8. It is in the public interest to pass the following amendments to Title 
33, Planning and Zoning to permit the development of public transit 
facilities in the downtown and to better serve transit patrons. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. Title 33, Planning and Zoning, ·is hereby amended by adding Section 33.-12.781 
reading as follows: 

3 3 • 12 • 7 81 Tran s i t fa c il it i e s , pub 1 i c . 11 Pub l i c t ran s i t fa c i 1 i ti es II mean s 
any passenger or sug~ort facilities required for the safe and efficient 
operation of the pu ic transit system, exclusive of trivately owned 
interstate transit companies. The facilities ma{ inc~ude patron wait­
ing areas, temporary transtt vehicle storage or ayover areas, ·seecial 
accommodations for the handicapped, substations for electrification, 
electtified wire support devices and rail trackage. 

b. Title 33, Planning and Zoning is hereby amended by an amendment to Section 
33.36.160 to read as follows: 

33.36.160 Uses permitted. In the RX Zone the following conditional 
uses may be permitted, subject to the regulations contained in Sec­
tion 33.36.170 and the procedures specified in Sections 33.106.010 
to 33.106.040. 

(1) *** (no change) 
(2) *** (no change) 
(3) The following uses which are exempt from the maximum floor area 

provisions of section 33.36.100(2): 

through (o) *** (no change) 
Public transit facilities 
Pubic uti ity structures and lines which are essential to 
the functioning and servicing of residential neighborhoods; 

ffi 
Residential buildings accessory to places of worship; 
Nursery schools, day care centers; 
Schools, parochial and private; 
Schools., public 

fil Welfare institutions and residential care facilities; 
ill Retail and service commercial clearly accessory to one or 

more of the above uses. 

(4) *** (no change) 

Page No. 2 



c. Title 33, Planning and Zoning, is hereby amended by adding Section 
33.36.152 to Chapter 33.36 to read as follows: 

33.36.162 Public transit facilities, 1 Public transit facilities 
may e permitte u ations conta,ne' ,ri Sect on 
33.36.170 and t ed n Sect ans 33.106~010 to 
33.106.040. Items for cons, era, on in granting a request for a 
public transit facil'it as a conditional use in the RX Zone ma~ in-
clude, but a • access, screen and-
si:api nT, art eve op a, r r g ere 
reasib e, an avo, ance o an wa s. 

2 A tran · · air no lon er 
than t necessar to 
move t 

d. Title 33, Planning and Zoning is hereby amended by an amendment to Section 
33.44.140 to read as follows: 

33.44.140 Uses permitted. In the Cl Zone the following conditional 
uses may be permitted, subject to the regulations contained in Sec­
tion 33.44.170 and the procedure specified in Sections 33,106.010 to 
33.106.040 inclusive. 

(1) through (6) *** (no change) 
7 Radio or television transmitters; 
8 Public transit facilities. -

e. Title 33, Planning and Zoning, is hereby amended by adding Section 33.44.142 
to Chapter 33.44 to read as follows: 

33.44.142 Public transit facilities. 1 Public transit facilities 
may be permitted, subject to the regu ations conta,ne in Sect on 
33.44.150 and the rocedures s ecified in Sections 33.106~010 to 
.)3.106.0 0. Items or cons, erat1on ,n granting a request or a 
public transit facilit~ as a conditional use in the Cl Zone may in­
clude, but are not limited to, eedestrian access, screening, land­
scapin1, artificial lighting, ability to develop air rights where 
feasib e, and avoidance of blank walls. 

(2) A transit vehicle may layover for emer~ency repair no longer 
than the time required to accomplish t e repair necessary 
move the vehicle, or eighteen hours, whichever is less. 
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,ORDlNANCE No. 

Section 2. The Council declares that an emergency exists because public 
transit facilities are not included in the RX or Cl Zones under exist­
ing regulations, and amendments are necessary to properly implement 
the Updated Downtown Parking and Circulation Policy and to continue the 
timely development and construction of the Banfield Light Rail Transit 
system in the Dowr,town; therefore this ordinance shall be in full force 
and effect upon passage by the Council. 

Passed by the Council, MAR 1 8 1982 

Commissioner Mildred Schwab 
Laurel Wentworth:sa 
January 13, 1982 
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