
Phone: 503-823-7300 Email: bds@portlandoregon.gov 1900 SW 4th Ave, Portland, OR 97201

More Contact Info (http://www.portlandoregon.gov//bds/article/519984)

Development Services

From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered

Appeal ID: 15951 Project Address: 2508 NW 29th Ave

Hearing Date: 10/11/17 Appellant Name: peter nylen

Case No.: B-014 Appellant Phone: 5039978770

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: John Cooley

Project Type: commercial Stories: 1 Occupancy: F-1 Construction Type: V-B 

Building/Business Name: CO2 Dynamics Fire Sprinklers: Yes - throughout

Appeal Involves: Alteration of an existing structure,occ 

Change from B to F-1

LUR or Permit Application No.: 17-226469-CO 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1]    [File 2] Proposed use: cannabis processing 

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section 705.11 Parapets. 

Requires Parapets shall be provided on exterior walls of buildings.

Proposed Design We proposed to apply 705.11 Exception 2: A parapet need not be provided on an exterior wall 

where any of the following conditions exist:...The building has an area of not more than 1,000 

square feet...on any floor.” 

The existing building is 1210 GSF, single story, fully sprinkled, type VB with an 8” CMU perimeter 

wall and single pitch wood joist roof. It was built sometime before 1967 (construction drawings do 

not exist). It appears that the original building was 980 GSF ( see plan between GL 1 & 2) with a 

230 GSF mechanical room ( GL 2 & 3)added sometime later. The mechanical room is separated 

form the rest of the building with an 8” CMU wall and has it's own entrance.

Reason for alternative Our permit documents show a parapet being built on top of the exiting 8” CMU. Installing a parapet 

on this building is a very expensive proposition. Aside from the cost of the parapet itself, existing 

joists would have to be cut at the inside face of the wall ( they sit on the wall) and another structure 

would have to be built to support the joists. Additionally, since the existing roof is a single slope to 

a gutter that runs along the South wall, and since the parapet would effectively cut off that 

drainage pathway, new sloping would have to be added to the roof sheathing to get water around 

the parapet, effectively requiring a full roof tear off and re-build. These costs would be a 

disproportionate burden on the business. 

CO2 Dynamics, with our assistance, is working diligently to address all the needs of the City of 

Portland building and mechanical permits. Though the CO2 used in their processing is an 

asphyxiant, it does not increase the fire potential. The building is compact, has good ventilation, 

fire extinguishers, is fully sprinkled and has a 2 -hour rated CMU wall ( see NWCMA TEK NOTE 
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attached) facing the property line. We would install an additional fire extinguisher in the 

mechanical room and smoke detectors in both spaces to provide equivalent fire and life safety.

APPEAL DECISION

Omission of parapet in change of occupancy to F1: Granted as proposed. 

The Administrative Appeal Board finds that the information submitted by the appellant demonstrates that the 

approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do not lessen health, 

safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions unique to this project 

make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within 

180 calendar days of the date this decision is published.  For information on the appeals process and costs, 

including forms, appeal fee, payment methods and fee waivers, go to www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, 

call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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