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WHAT WE DO – DESIGN REVIEW

2019 2020 2021Design Review Activity 
Type Ill Land Use Review approvals (LUR) 19 21 8 
Type Ill Appeals to Council 0 3 2 
Type II Land Use Review approvals (staff) 100 74 53 
Type II Appeals to Design Commission 3 3 2 
Type I Land Use Review approvals (staff) 1 1 2 12 
Design Advice Requests (DAR, Early Assistance 30 9 15 
Briefings, work sessions & retreats 20 8 13 
Hearing dates 33 22 33 



OUR TOOLS

Build on context CONTEXT-RELATED GUIDELINES balancing the 
aspirations of the future desired character with 
today’s setting. The guidelines are sequenced to 
telescope from big picture to site-specific. 

PUBLIC REALM-RELATED GUIDELINES that 
strengthen a building and site’s relationship with 
the public rights-of-way and open spaces.

QUALITY AND RESILIENCE-RELATED GUIDELINES 
that underscore holistic site and building designs 
that benefit people and climate.

THREE TENETS OF DESIGN

Contribute to the public realm

Promote quality and 
permanence/resilience



TWO TRACKS BUT DIFFERENT PROCESSES

Portland Citywide 
Design Guidelines 

ADOPTED BY 
THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

JUNE 2021 
ORDINANCE 190477 

DESIGN STANDARDS 

• Building Mass" ng and Corners 
• Older B,uildings and History 
• Landscaping 
• Adjacent Natural Areas 

Ground Floors 
• Entries, / Entry Plazas 
• Weather Pro"tecti;on 
•· Util:ities 
• PerVious Paving Materials 
• Art .and Spedal1 Features 

•· Site Planning and 
Pedes rian Circulation. 
On-s te Common Areas 

• Wiindows and Balconies 
• Building Materials 
• Roofs 

3 TENETS PO!RTLAND CITYWIDE DESIGN GUIDELINES 

. Character, loca identity, and asp·ration 

j .,.l---

2. Positive Relationships 

3. On-s.ite features and opportunjties 

4. Sidewalk level of buildings 

~ · 5. Oppo.rtunities to pause, sitT and interact! 

6 .. Parking and buUding services 

7. Thoughtful site and building design 

0 _ 8_._Q_u-al-ity _________ _ 

"t5 9. Resilience 



CONTEXT – SLABTOWN
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CONTEXT – SLABTOWN
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CONTEXT - EMERGING



CONTEXT - EMERGING
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PUBLIC REALM



PUBLIC REALM

i 
:::c: -0 Ill 
C ::! 
Ill Z 
ITI C) 

z m 
:::i :::c: 

ITI 

NE COUCH ST 

0 ::0 Z 

:E~~ C'>-mr-
+ 

UTILITIES 

E. BURNSIDE AVE 

m 
::0 ; 
ITI 

3! 

r- ::0 z 
0 ITI ITI 
:!I $! 
Ill -r-

+ 

-r~-r 7 -I 
I I I I 

I I 
, I 

--- :--- 11 
' I • 
I I I 
I I I 

= }-~~-

,, 
el ,, 

r-z 
"' 

z 
" "' C: ;= 
C z 
" "' 

PLANTER 

l(r± 

View Facing East 

l'-6":!:COLUM 

9'-Tt 

ARCADE 

Arcade Condition 8: 1111 E Burnside Street View Facing West 



PUBLIC REALM

JNVERGENCE 
J\ RCHITECTURE 

GUE 
RR:I 
LLFI 

' Approved ' 
City of Portland 

Bureau of Development Services 

Planner ____ :f;~-=•~----
Date ___ ~2-_4~-=2=0=2=1 __ _ 

• This approval appl ies onty to the reviews requested and is subject to all 
condit ions of a oval. Additional zonin r 

GREAT SCOTT TRIO I LU 20-205702 DZ-701 I JANUARY 15, 2021 
COVER Ex 



PUBLIC REALM

WATER FEATURE SECTION A · A SCAL~ ,r4• = 1'.0' 

WATER FEATURE SECTION B • B SCALEc 114" • t•~• 



QUALITY AND PERMANENCE/RESILIENCE



QUALITY AND PERMANENCE/RESILIENCE



QUALITY AND PERMANENCE/RESILIENCE

Previous DAR2 Design I SW Corner .. Proposed DRl Design I SW Corner 



ADVISORY ROLE – VERTICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Cantenna
s

Panel Antennas

Cabinets

Sector 
Antennas

Other cities approach Portland’s approach
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ADVISORY ROLE – BURNSIDE BRIDGE REPLACEMENT

Tied Arch Long Span 
• 

Cable Stayed Long Span 

Through Truss Long Span 



ADVISORY ROLE – PED GUIDELINES IN HISTORIC RESOURCE AREAS

Table B-3: Required sidewalk corridor widths by Street Design Classification 

BURNSIO(SRG 

Street Design 
Classification 

Civic Main Street'·' 

- I •_- ' • • •' 
• ' ,- • j ' 

:· ~~'\ •• :. -:~ u 

Furnishing 
Zone Total 

minimum width 

15' 

Neighborhood Main Street1•2 4' 15' 

Civic Corridor 1.5' 4' 12' 

Neighborhood Corridor 1.5' 4' 12' 

demolition protection: Community Corridor 1.5' 4' 12' 

- <100' Frontage Regional Corridor 0.5' 
(maintain existing sidewalk) 

s· 12' 

- >100' Frontage Industrial Road o.5' s· 12' 
(setback the building) 

Local Street• 0.5' 4' 11' 



PORTLAND DEVELOPMENT



PORTLAND ADVERSITY



PORTLAND ADVERSITY



PORTLAND ADVERSITY



PORTLAND REINVENTS ITSELF



40 YEARS OF DESIGN REVIEW



DESIGN STANDARDS VS DESIGN GUIDELINES
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2022 – DESIGN MATTERS.                                          THANK YOU! 





2021 DESIGN COMMISSION PROJECT OF THE YEAR
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