
Pr es e nt e d t o t h e P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil List e ni n g S es si o n o n A pril 1 6, 2 0 2 2  

M a y or W h e el er, C o m mis si o n er s M a p ps, R u bi o , H ar d e st y a n d R y a n : 

I a m B o b T ur n er, a r esi d e nt of P ortl a n d f or 2 0 y e ar s. I r o uti n el y w al k s e v er al mil e s i n a n ar e a b et w e e n 

t h e S ell w o o d a n d t h e I 4 0 5 Bri d g es a n d b et w e e n t h e Will a m ett e Ri v er a n d W. 2 7 t h Str e et. I fr e q u e ntl y 

o bs er v e a git at e d p er s o ns, b ut will n ot c all p oli c e t o d e al wit h t h e m.   

I a m a m e m b er of t h e  P ortl a n d  P e arl R ot ar y Cl u b, its S o ci al J usti c e C o m m itt e e a n d a p arti ci p a nt i n t h e 

R a ci al J usti c e c o n v er s ati o ns of  t he L a k e Os w e g o  R ot ar y cl u b.  I wr ot e a n d d eli v er e d t w o l ett er s i n J ul y 

a n d A u g ust, 2 0 2 1 wit h 3 0 c o si g n er s t o e a c h of y o u str o n gl y s u p p orti n g f ull f u n di n g f or P ortl a n d Str e et 

R es p o ns e , w hi c h y o u c h o s e t o d el a y wit h o ut  e vi d e n c e of P ortl a n d Str e et R es p o ns e eff e cti v e n es s.   

T h at e vi d e n c e h a s b e e n o bt ai n e d a n d d o c u m e nt e d i n t h e a n al ys es b y Dr Gr e g T o w nl e y of P ortl a n d St at e 

U ni v er sit y, w h o c o n cl u d es wit h 9 r e c o m m e n d ati o ns, t h e fir st of w hi c h is:  

1. E x p a n d P ortl a n d Str e et R es p o ns e  

2. Tr ust t h e T e a m t o L e a d b ut Pr o vi d e T h e m wit h  A m pl e S u p p ort  

3. I n cr e a s e C o m m u nit y O utr e a c h a n d E d u c ati o n  

4. A d dr es s 9 1 1 C a p a cit y Is s u es a n d Pr o vi d e P S R -S p e cifi c S u p p ort t o Di s p at c h er s  

5. E d u c at e Fir st R es p o n d er s o n C o -R es p o ns e a n d C oll a b or ati o n  

6. K e e p P ortl a n d Str e et R e s p o ns e H o us e d wit hi n P ortl a n d Fir e & R es c u e  

7. A d dr es s G a ps T h at Pr e v e nt P S R Fr o m C o n n e cti n g Cli e nts t o R es o ur c es  

8. R efi n e D at a Pr o c e d ur es a n d O ut c o m e M e a s ur es  

9. A d v a n c e R a ci al E q uit y  

 

(T o w nl e y, G., & L ei c kl y, E. ( 2 0 2 1). P ortl a n d Str e et R es p o ns e: Si x -M o nt h E v al u ati o n. P ortl a n d St at e 

U ni v er sit y H o m el es s n es s R es e ar c h & A cti o n C oll a b or ati v e.)  

 

I wis h t o e x pr es s m y c o nti n u e d str o n g s u p p ort f or P ortl a n d Str e et R es p o ns e a n d f or its c urr e nt b u d g et 

r e q u ests c o nt ai n e d i n D e ci si o n P a c k a g e s D P 1 3 1 3 1, D P 1 3 1 4 3 a n d D P 1 3 1 4 4 . 

1.  I n t h es e li n k e d D e cisi o n P a c k a g es,  P ortl a n d Str e et R e s p o ns e is a s ki n g f or $ 8. 8 milli o n f or t w o 

y e ar s t o f u n d  cit y wi d e 2 4/ 7 e x p a nsi o n.        ( $5. 9  milli o n i n Fis c al Y e ar 2 0 2 2-2 3 a n d 

$ 2. 9 milli o n f or Fis c al Y e ar 2 0 2 3 -2 4 t o t h e pr o gr a m u p t o 5 8 f ull-ti m e e m pl o y e es)  



 

2.  T hi s b u d g et r e q u est is r e a s o n a bl e. P ortl a n d Str e et R e s p o ns e, (wit h m u c h l es s t h a n 2 4/ 7 

o p er ati o ns i n L e nts, ) r e d u ce d p oli c e r es p o ns es i n L e nts b y n e arl y 5 p er c e nt a n d n o p er s o n w a s  

pl a c e d u n d er arr est.   

(I n its fir st y e ar, P S R r es p o n d e d t o 9 2 5 c alls, w hi c h a v er a g es o ut t o 2. 5 c alls p er d a y, 

a c c or di n g t o a  r e vi e w b y t h e Cit y B u d g et Offi c e. T h at a v er a g e i n cr e a s e d t o 3. 9 c alls p er d a y 

o n c e t h e pil ot’ s g e o gr a p hi c b o u n d ar y gr e w fr o m fi v e t o 3 6 s q u ar e mil es i n N o v e m b er, 2 0 2 1. 

P ortl a n d Str e et R es p o ns e’ s cit y wi d e e x p a nsi o n i n M ar c h, 2 0 2 2 i n cl u d es 1 4 5 s q u ar e mil es b ut 

o p er at es o nl y fr o m 8 A M t o 1 0 P M.  P ortl a n d Str e et R es p o ns e a nti ci p at es r es p o n di n g  t o 8 2 

t o 1 3 7 c all s p er d a y if o p er ati n g cit y wi d e 2 4/ 7.) 

T h e $ 8. 8  milli o n f or 2 y e ar s is a p pr o xi m at el y 3. 7 % of t h e P ortl a n d P oli c e B ur e a u ’ s $ 2 4 0, 0 0 0, 0 0 0 0 

l at est b u d g et r e q u est  f or o n e y e ar (pl _f y -2 0 2 2 -2 3 _ c b o -r e vi e w. p df ( p ortl a n d. g o v)).  O n e c a n 

a nti ci p at e t h at w h e n P ortl a n d Str e et R e s p o ns e is o p er ati n g 2 4/ 7  cit y wi d e , it will r es ult i n m or e 

t h a n a 3. 7 % r e d u cti o n i n p oli c e r es p o ns es.  

 

3.  P ortl a n d Str e et R es p o ns e c a n n o w  r es p o n d o nl y w h e n th e p er s o n i n crisis is o ut si d e, or i n a 

p u bli c  i n d o or s s p a c e. As t h e Or e g o ni a n E dit ori al B o ar d It h a s b e e n s t at e d “P ortl a n d Str e et 

R es p o ns e h a s m or e e x p erti s e i n d e ali n g wit h s ui ci d al i n di vi d u als t h a n P ortl a n d P oli c e Offi c er s, s o 

P S R T s h o ul d b e a ut h ori z e d t o r es p o n d t o c alls fr o m a p p ar e ntl y s ui ci d al i n di vi d u als. ” ( O pi ni o n  - 

E dit ori al:  T h e bl u n d er li miti n g P ortl a n d Str e et R es p o ns e  - P o st e d A u g 0 8, 2 0 2 1 )”  (A n  a gr e e m e nt 

i n t h e P P A's l at est c o ntr a ct r e q uir es r e pr es e nt ati v es of P P A, PS R , a n d 9 1 1 c all c e nt er offi ci als t o 

r e a c h n e w a gr e e m e nts o n t h e ki n d s of c alls t h at P ortl a n d Str e et R e s p o ns e c a n  r es p o n d t o.  

P ortl a n d P oli c e C hi ef C h u c k L o v ell s ai d " W h e n offi c er s or P S R t e a m m e m b er s g o i nt o a sit u ati o n, 

all y o u r e all y k n o w is w h at s o m e o n e o n t h e p h o n e t ells y o u. S o y o u g o i n wit h u n k n o w ns i nt o 

t h es e c alls. T h es e l o w er-a c uit y c alls c o ul d e v ol v e i nt o s o m et hi n g els e. S o w h e n s o m et hi n g t h at 

s o u n ds g o o d f or P ortl a n d Str e et R es p o n s e b e c o m es s o m et hi n g el s e — w h at d o w e d o t h e n ? " ) 

 

4.  T h e t w o i n di vi d u als s h ot a n d kill e d b y P ortl a n d p oli c e offi c er s t his y e ar ( 2 0 2 1) b ot h h a d m e nt al 

h e alt h is s u es a n d w o ul d h a v e pr o b a bl y b e n efitt e d if t h e y w er e c o nt a ct e d b y a m e nt al h e alt h 

c ar e pr o vi d er a n d n ot b y a n ar m e d p oli c e offi c er. ( P ortl a n d p oli c e kill e d 2 p e o pl e t his y e ar. B ot h 

s o u g ht m e nt al h e alt h c ar e b ef or e t h eir d e at hs - O P B  2 8 J ul y, 2 0 2 1 ) 

https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2022/fr_fy-2022-23-cbo-review_0.pdf
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2022/pl_fy-2022-23_cbo-review.pdf
http://www.oregonlive.com/staff/oliveoregedb/posts.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/opinion
https://www.portlandmercury.com/blogtown/2022/02/17/38483128/portlands-proposed-56-million-police-union-contract-funds-a-37-increase-in-officers
https://www.portlandmercury.com/blogtown/2022/02/17/38483128/portlands-proposed-56-million-police-union-contract-funds-a-37-increase-in-officers
https://www.opb.org/article/2021/07/28/portland-police-killed-2-people-this-year-both-sought-mental-health-care-before-their-deaths/
https://www.opb.org/article/2021/07/28/portland-police-killed-2-people-this-year-both-sought-mental-health-care-before-their-deaths/


 

5.  It h a s b e e n r e p ort e d t h at P S R cli e nt s , or citi ze n s o b s er vi n g a n a git at e d p er s o n,  ar e h e sit a nt t o 

c all 9 1 1 b e c a u s e t h e y f e ar a p oli c e r e s p o n s e a n d t h e y ar e u n c o mf ort a bl e wit h a n ar m e d 

offi c er a s a fir st r e s p o n d e nt.    

 

6.  E x p a n di n g P S R t o 2 4/ 7 cit y wi d e c o v er a g e r e q uir es b u y -i n fr o m t h e P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil a n d t h e 

Cit y C o u n cil will v ot e o n t h e e ntir e cit y b u d g et i n J u n e.  

 

“I d o b eli e v e wit h t h e e st a bli s h m e nt of P ortl a n d Str e et R e s p o n s e a n d n o w wit h t h e cit y wi d e r oll o ut of 

P ortl a n d Str e et R e s p o n s e, w e ar e i n a b ett er p o siti o n t o b e a bl e t o a p pr o pri at el y m a n a g e m e nt al 

h e alt h cri s e s o n t h e str e et s. T h at w a s t h e i nt e nti o n of t h e pr o gr a m, ” W h e el er s ai d. “ Fr o m t h e cit y’ s 

p er s p e cti v e, I t hi n k t hi s i s a h u g e st e p f or w ar d i n t er m s of b ei n g a bl e t o a d dr e s s i n di vi d u al s w h o ar e 

e x p eri e n ci n g cri s e s o n o ur str e et s. ”   P ortl a n d Str e et R es p o ns e E x p a n ds Cit y wi d e, Wit h 2 4/ 7 S er vi c e 

Still o n H ol d ( w w e e k. c o m)  

 “ S e n di n g t h e ri g ht r es p o n d er s t o t h e ri g ht c alls wit h t h e ri g ht tr ai ni n g is t h e b e st w a y t o m e et t h e n e e ds 

of t h o s e w h o ar e s uff eri n g o n o ur str e et s, ” W h e el er s ai d. “ T h e e x p a nsi o n of t h e P ortl a n d Str e et 

R es p o ns e cit y wi d e is si m pl y t h e ri g ht t hi n g t o d o. ”   P ortl a n d Str e et R es p o ns e e x p a n ds cit y wi d e wit h 

n e w a ns w er f or m e nt al h e alt h, a d di cti o n -r el at e d 9 1 1 c alls - O P B  

 

T h a n k y o u f or t h e o p p ort u nit y t o pr es e nt s u p p ort f or a p pr o vi n g t h e b u d g et r e q u ests n e c es s ar y t o 

c o m pl et el y f u n d t h e cit y wi d e, 2 4/ 7 e x p a nsi o n of P ortl a n d Str e et R e s p o ns e.  

 

https://www.wweek.com/news/city/2022/03/28/portland-street-response-expands-citywide-with-247-service-still-on-hold/
https://www.wweek.com/news/city/2022/03/28/portland-street-response-expands-citywide-with-247-service-still-on-hold/
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/03/28/portland-street-response-oregon-mental-health-crisis/
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/03/28/portland-street-response-oregon-mental-health-crisis/


F r o m: J a n et R o bi n s o n

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: Writt e n t e sti m o n y f or t h e Cit y C o u n cil B u d g et M e eti n g M a y 1 1, 2 0 2 2

D a t e: T h ur s d a y, M a y 5, 2 0 2 2 4: 5 9: 2 7 P M

A t t a c h m e n t s: 5 1 1 2 2 Cit y C o u n cil B u d g et mt g. p a g e s

Cit y C o u n cil M e m b ers,
Att a c h e d pl e as e fi n d m y t esti m o n y r e g ar di n g e x p e n dit ur e of t a x d oll ars f or h o usi n g a n d c o m pr e h e nsi v e wr a p ar o u n d
s er vi c es f or o ur h o us el ess n ei g h b ors i n P ortl a n d.  
T h a n k y o u,
J a n et R o bi ns o n, P h D
1 7 1 8 N E 1 1t h A v e, 4 0 6
P ortl a n d, Or 9 7 2 1 2

mailto:juanarobinson@msn.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
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Testimony: For 2022 JOHS Budget, 5/11/22

My name is Janet Robinson and I am a parishioner at St Philip the Deacon
Episcopal Church in the NE Eliot neighborhood. Iam also one of the
church’s representatives to the Leaven Community Land & Housing
Coalition. Our church plans with PCRI to build The Alcena, an affordable
living community on our land, providing 75 units of housing for Seniors.
We are partnering with NW Pilot Projects to provide wrap around services
for residents who move in to The Alcena.

While I have never been without shelter, I have a brother with a disability
who is a Senior and came close to losing his housing several years ago and,
without intervention from family members as well as an understanding
landlord, my brother would have been on the streets. Many of our
houseless neighbors do not have family members or understanding
landlords they can count on to help them. Each day that I walk or drive
throughout Portland I see my neighbors without housing struggling to
survive and I think how do we find solutions that will really meet their
needs for adequate housing in safe places with supports that will help
guarantee success meaning keeping them housed, securing services to
meet their health and social needs and participating in the life of the
community.

The Alcena, with its partnership with NW Pilot Projects, will provide those
wrap around services that are so vital for success. In addition to providing
bilingual information and referral for resources such as mental health and
addiction treatment, they will also offer very practical assistance such as
actual moving assistance, rental deposit heip, basic furniture, eviction
prevention services, transportation services to medical appointments and
shopping, retention services to help residents connect to the community
such as the Albina Library or Matt Dishman Community Center and
problem solving assistance for conflict resolution.

Housing people who have been living on the streets without offering wrap
around services is both inhumane and a recipe for failure. I strongly urge
the City Council to continue to dedicate our tax dollars to comprehensive
wrap around services from information and referral to moving assistance,
from transportation to mental health and addiction services, and from
eviction prevention to retention assistance. We have a crises in this city
and the leaders here must act quickly and wisely. These are all of our
neighbors who all belong to our community.

Thank you, Janet Robinson, PhD








F r o m: J a n et R o bi n s o n

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: P D F v er si o n

D a t e: Fri d a y, M a y 6, 2 0 2 2 5: 4 8: 4 8 P M

A t t a c h m e n t s: 5 1 1 2 2 Cit y C o u n cil B u d g et mt g. p df

K e el a n,
I a m att a c hi n g m y t esti m o n y t h at is n o w i n a P D F f or m..
T h a n k y o u
J a n et R o bi ns o n, P h D
1 7 1 8 N E 1 1t h A v e,   4 0 6
P ortl a n d, Or 9 7 2 1 2
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Testimony: For 2022 JOHS Budget, 5/11/22



My name is Janet Robinson and I am a parishioner at St Philip the Deacon 
Episcopal Church in the NE Eliot neighborhood.  I am also one of the 
church’s representatives to the Leaven Community Land & Housing 
Coalition.  Our church plans with PCRI to build The Alcena, an affordable 
living community on our land, providing 75 units of housing for Seniors. 
We are partnering with NW Pilot Projects to provide wrap around services 
for residents who move in to The Alcena.  



While I have never been without shelter, I have a brother with a disability 
who is a Senior and came close to losing his housing several years ago and, 
without intervention from family members as well as an understanding 
landlord, my brother would have been on the streets.  Many of our 
houseless neighbors do not have family members or understanding 
landlords they can count on to help them.  Each day that I walk or drive 
throughout Portland I see my neighbors without housing struggling to 
survive and I think how do we find solutions that will really meet their 
needs for adequate housing in safe places with supports that will help 
guarantee success meaning keeping them housed, securing services to 
meet their health and social needs and participating in the life of the 
community.  



The Alcena, with its partnership with NW Pilot Projects, will provide those 
wrap around services that are so vital for success.  In addition to providing  
bilingual information and referral for resources such as mental health and 
addiction treatment, they will also offer very practical assistance such as 
actual moving assistance, rental deposit help, basic furniture, eviction 
prevention services, transportation services to medical appointments and 
shopping, retention services to help residents connect to the community 

such as the Albina Library or Matt Dishman Community Center and 
problem solving assistance for conflict resolution.  



Housing people who have been living on the streets  without offering wrap 
around services is both inhumane and a recipe for failure.  I strongly urge 
the City Council to continue to dedicate our tax dollars to comprehensive 
wrap around services from information and referral to moving assistance, 
from transportation to mental health and addiction services, and from 
eviction prevention to retention assistance.  We have a crises in this city 
and the leaders here must act quickly and wisely.  These are all of our 
neighbors who all belong to our community.  

Thank you,  Janet Robinson, PhD












T e s ti m o n y: F o r 2 0 2 2 J O H S B u d g e t, 5 / 1 1 / 2 2  

M y n a m e i s J a n e t R o bi n s o n a n d I a m a p a ri s hi o n e r a t St P hili p t h e D e a c o n 
E pi s c o p al C h u r c h i n t h e N E Eli o t n ei g h b o r h o o d.  I a m al s o o n e of t h e 
c h u r c h’ s r e p r e s e n t a ti v e s t o t h e L e a v e n C o m m u ni t y L a n d & H o u si n g 
C o ali ti o n.  O u r c h u r c h pl a n s wi t h P C RI t o b uil d T h e Al c e n a, a n aff o r d a bl e 
li vi n g c o m m u ni t y o n o u r l a n d, p r o vi di n g 7 5 u ni t s of h o u si n g f o r S e ni o r s. 
W e a r e p a r t n e ri n g wi t h N W Pil o t P r oj e c t s t o p r o vi d e w r a p a r o u n d s e r vi c e s 
f o r r e si d e n t s w h o m o v e i n t o T h e Al c e n a.   

W hil e I h a v e n e v e r b e e n wi t h o u t s h el t e r, I h a v e a b r o t h e r wi t h a di s a bili t y 
w h o i s a S e ni o r a n d c a m e cl o s e t o l o si n g hi s h o u si n g s e v e r al y e a r s a g o a n d, 
wi t h o u t i n t e r v e n ti o n f r o m f a mil y m e m b e r s a s w ell a s a n u n d e r s t a n di n g 
l a n dl o r d, m y b r o t h e r w o ul d h a v e b e e n o n t h e s t r e e t s.  M a n y of o u r 
h o u s el e s s n ei g h b o r s d o n o t h a v e f a mil y m e m b e r s o r u n d e r s t a n di n g 
l a n dl o r d s t h e y c a n c o u n t o n t o h el p t h e m.  E a c h d a y t h a t I w al k o r d ri v e 
t h r o u g h o u t P o r tl a n d I s e e m y n ei g h b o r s wi t h o u t h o u si n g s t r u g gli n g t o 
s u r vi v e a n d I t hi n k h o w d o w e fi n d s ol u ti o n s t h a t will r e all y m e e t t h ei r 
n e e d s f o r a d e q u a t e h o u si n g i n s af e pl a c e s wi t h s u p p o r t s t h a t will h el p 
g u a r a n t e e s u c c e s s m e a ni n g k e e pi n g t h e m h o u s e d, s e c u ri n g s e r vi c e s t o 
m e e t t h ei r h e al t h a n d s o ci al n e e d s a n d p a r ti ci p a ti n g i n t h e lif e of t h e 
c o m m u ni t y.   

T h e Al c e n a, wi t h i t s p a r t n e r s hi p wi t h N W Pil o t P r oj e c t s, will p r o vi d e t h o s e 
w r a p a r o u n d s e r vi c e s t h a t a r e s o vi t al f o r s u c c e s s.  I n a d di ti o n t o p r o vi di n g  
bili n g u al i nf o r m a ti o n a n d r ef e r r al f o r r e s o u r c e s s u c h a s m e n t al h e al t h a n d 
a d di c ti o n t r e a t m e n t, t h e y will al s o off e r v e r y p r a c ti c al a s si s t a n c e s u c h a s 
a c t u al m o vi n g a s si s t a n c e, r e n t al d e p o si t h el p, b a si c f u r ni t u r e, e vi c ti o n 
p r e v e n ti o n s e r vi c e s, t r a n s p o r t a ti o n s e r vi c e s t o m e di c al a p p oi n t m e n t s a n d 
s h o p pi n g, r e t e n ti o n s e r vi c e s t o h el p r e si d e n t s c o n n e c t t o t h e c o m m u ni t y  
s u c h a s t h e Al bi n a Li b r a r y o r M a t t Di s h m a n C o m m u ni t y C e n t e r a n d 
p r o bl e m s ol vi n g a s si s t a n c e f o r c o n fl i c t r e s ol u ti o n.   

H o u si n g p e o pl e w h o h a v e b e e n li vi n g o n t h e s t r e e t s  wi t h o u t off e ri n g w r a p 
a r o u n d s e r vi c e s i s b o t h i n h u m a n e a n d a r e ci p e f o r f ail u r e.  I s t r o n gl y u r g e 
t h e Ci t y C o u n cil t o c o n ti n u e t o d e di c a t e o u r t a x d oll a r s t o c o m p r e h e n si v e 
w r a p a r o u n d s e r vi c e s f r o m i nf o r m a ti o n a n d r ef e r r al t o m o vi n g a s si s t a n c e, 
f r o m t r a n s p o r t a ti o n t o m e n t al h e al t h a n d a d di c ti o n s e r vi c e s, a n d f r o m 
e vi c ti o n p r e v e n ti o n t o r e t e n ti o n a s si s t a n c e.  W e h a v e a c ri s e s i n t hi s ci t y 
a n d t h e l e a d e r s h e r e m u s t a c t q ui c kl y a n d wi s el y.  T h e s e a r e all of o u r 
n ei g h b o r s w h o all b el o n g t o o u r c o m m u ni t y.   
T h a n k y o u,  J a n e t R o bi n s o n, P h D  





F r o m: E mil y Pl att

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: P ortl a n d 2 0 2 2- 2 3 b u d g et, a g e n d a 3 8 7 h o m el e s s n e s s

D a t e: S u n d a y, M a y 8, 2 0 2 2 1 2: 3 3: 0 3 P M

D e ar M a y or W h e el er a n d P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil m e m b ers,
   F or t h e 2 0 2 2- 2 3 b u d g et, pl e as e r e m e m b er t h at h o m el ess n ess is a h u m a n ri g hts a n d p u bli c h e alt h e m er g e n c y.  T h e u n h o us e d ar e als o t h e gr o u p
m ost aff e ct e d b y e xtr e m e w e at h er.   Pl e as e b e b ol d i n t h e pr o gr a ms y o u c h o os e t o f u n d a n d r e m e m b er t h at r e al s ol uti o ns t o h o m el ess n ess r e q uir e
r e al h o usi n g, n ot w ar e h o usi n g p e o pl e o ut of si g ht.  I dir e ct y o u t o t h e 3, 0 0 0 c h all e n g e P D X  b el o w.  S u p p orti v e p er m a n e nt h o usi n g is m or e c ost-
eff e cti v e t h a n s h elt ers a n d h as b ett er o ut c o m es.  Pl e as e us e y o ur  c o m m o n-s e ns e a n d c o m p assi o n a n d s u p p ort b ol d a cti o n li k e t h e 3 0 0 0 c h all e n g e
P D X.

T h a n k y o u f or t h e o p p ort u nit y t o t estif y.

Si n c er el y,

E mil y Pl att
P ortl a n d, 9 7 2 0 2

W h at is t h e 3, 0 0 0 C h all e n g e? – 3 0 0 0 C h all e n g e P D X

W h at i s t h e 3, 0 0 0 C h all e n g e ? – 3 0 0 0 C h all e n g e

P D X

mailto:emilyplatt93@yahoo.com
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
https://3000challengepdx.org/what-is-the-3000-challenge
https://3000challengepdx.org/what-is-the-3000-challenge
https://3000challengepdx.org/what-is-the-3000-challenge
https://3000challengepdx.org/what-is-the-3000-challenge
https://3000challengepdx.org/what-is-the-3000-challenge
https://3000challengepdx.org/what-is-the-3000-challenge
https://3000challengepdx.org/what-is-the-3000-challenge


F r o m: M ar y E m er s o n

T o: C B O - B u d g et C o m m e nt ; C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

S u bj e c t: I n p ut o n Cit y B u d g et, A g e n d a It e m 3 8 7

D a t e: S u n d a y, M a y 8, 2 0 2 2 2: 3 4: 3 8 P M

T h e  c i t y  m u s t  a d d r e s s  t h e  h o m e l e s s  c r i s i s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  w i t h  c o m p a s s i o n .  
W h i l e  I  a g r e e  w i t h  i n j e c t i n g  m a j o r  d o l l a r s  i n t o  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  h o m e l e s s
c r i s i s ,  w e  n e e d  t o  t u r n  t h e  c u r r e n t  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l  o n  i t s  h e a d .   E m p h a s i s
m u s t  b e  o n  m o v i n g  u n - h o u s e d  P o r t l a n d e r s  i n t o  p e r m a n e n t  h o u s i n g ;  a n d ,
p r o v i d i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s  n e e d e d  t o  k e e p  t h e  n e w l y  h o u s e d  a n d  h o u s i n g  i n s e c u r e
i n  t h e i r  o w n  h o m e s .

P e r m a n e n t  h o u s i n g  i s  m o r e  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  t h a n  t e m p o r a r y  s h e l t e r .   E v e n  i f  t h e
c i t y  c o u l d  g a i n  a g r e e m e n t  o n  s i t e s  f o r  s a f e  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e y  c o s t  n o  l e s s  t h a n
s u p p o r t i v e  h o u s i n g  -  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  m o r e  t h a n  r e n t  s u b s i d i e s  o r
g u a r a n t e e s .

P e r m a n e n t  h o u s i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e  n o w .   T h e  c i t y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s t r u g g l e  t o
i d e n t i f y  a n d  g a i n  c o m m u n i t y  a g r e e m e n t  o n  n e w  s i t e s  f o r  s a f e  v i l l a g e s .   V a c a n t
h o m e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  n o w  -  a n d  a l r e a d y  z o n e d  t o  h o u s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d
f a m i l i e s .   W i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  s u p p o r t  f o r  n e w  t e n a n t s  a n d  g u a r a n t e e s  f o r
l a n d l o r d s ,  v a c a n t  a p a r t m e n t s  c o u l d  b e  h o m e s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  w a n t  t o  l i v e
i n s i d e ,  i n  t h e i r  o w n  h o m e s  a n d  w i t h  d i g n i t y .

P e r m a n e n t  h o u s i n g  i s  p e r m a n e n t .   H e l p i n g  p e o p l e  i n t o  p e r m a n e n t  l i v i n g
s i t u a t i o n s  p r o v i d e s  a  s e n s e  o f  p e r m a n e n c e  a n d  c o n t r o l  t h a t  c a n  r e m o v e
b a r r i e r s  t o  s u c c e s s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .   A  t e m p o r a r y  s h e l t e r
r e s i d e n t  w i l l  s t i l l  n e e d  t o  f i n d  a  h o m e  a f t e r  t h e i r  s t a y  -  a n d  i t  i s  h a r d  t o
p l a n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  w h e n  y o u  a r e  u n c e r t a i n  w h e r e  y o u  w i l l  l i v e .

T e m p o r a r y  s h e l t e r s  s e r v e  a  p u r p o s e ,  b u t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l
e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  e q u a t i o n  a s  t h e y  a r e  n e i t h e r  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  n o r  r e a d i l y
a v a i l a b l e .   W h a t ' s  m o r e ,  b y  d e s i g n  t e m p o r a r y  s h e l t e r s  a r e  o n l y  t e m p o r a r y  a n d
w i l l  n o t  p r o v i d e  l o n g - t e r m  c h a n g e  f o r  t h e  c i t y ' s  h o m e l e s s  c r i s i s .

T h e  b u d g e t  m u s t  f u n d  p e r m a n e n t  h o u s i n g  s o l u t i o n s  n o w  t o  t u r n  a r o u n d  t h e
c u r r e n t  c r i s i s  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

M a r y  E m e r s o n
P o r t l a n d ,  O R   9 7 2 1 4

a c t i v i s t @ m a r y e m e r s o n . o r g

mailto:activist@maryemerson.org
mailto:budgetcomment@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:activist@maryemerson.org


F r o m: R o d M erri c k

T o: T e d W h e el er ; C o m mi s si o n er R y a n Offi c e ; C o m mi s si o n er R u bi o ; C o m mi s si o n er H ar d e st y ; C o m mi s si o n er M a p p s

C c: C B O - B u d g et C o m m e nt ; P ortl a n d C o aliti o n f or Hi st ori c R e s o ur c e s ; Cl er k G e n er al

S u bj e c t: A d e q u at e F u n di n g f or E q uit a bl e Pr e s er v ati o n a n d t h e Hi st ori c R e s o ur c e s I n v e nt or y

D a t e: W e d n e s d a y, M a y 1 1, 2 0 2 2 3: 0 4: 5 7 P M

A t t a c h m e n t s: E q uit a bl e Pr e s er v ati o n ltr Fi n al. p df

D e ar M a y or W h e el er a n d C o m missi o n ers,  
T his l ett er a d dr ess es a criti c al s h ortf all i n t h e pr o p os e d b u d g et i n t h e Cit y's a bilit y t o c arr y o ut
a d o pt e d p oli ci es ar o u n d pr es er v ati o n.
T h a n ks f or y o ur att e nti o n t o t his.  

R o d M e r ri c k, A I A N C A R B
J o h n Li u

P C H R C o - C h ai r s

P o r tl a n d, O R 5 0 3. 7 7 1. 7 7 6 2

mailto:merrick_map@yahoo.com
mailto:mayorwheeler@tedwheeler.com
mailto:CommissionerRyanOffice@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:Comm.Rubio@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:joann@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:MappsOffice@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:budgetcomment@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:pdx-chr@googlegroups.com
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May 10, 2022 


Subject: Adequate Funding for Equitable Preservation and the Historic Resources Inventory 


 


Dear Mayor Wheeler and City Council Members: 


The Portland Coalition for Historic Resources (PCHR) is an all-volunteer body including neighborhood 
leaders concerned with land use issues, housing, and historic preservation, together with participation 
by representatives from the two leading historic preservation organizations. Our members include 
experts in the designation, protection, and preservation of historic resources.  


PCHR strongly supports the Equitable Preservation (EP) package included in the Mayor’s proposed 
budget. PCHR, along with the many others who testified during the Historic Resources Code Project 
(HRCP) update, recognize the significance of the stories missing from Portland’s historic preservation 
efforts to date. Alongside the need to ensure these important stories are shared is the need for ongoing, 
meaningful plans that document the histories and places of all of Portlanders and are represented in the 
City’s preservation program.  


This EP package is intended to expand BPS’ Planning Program capacity in order “to advance equitable 
historic preservation projects,” in response to HRCP public testimony. These projects seek to elevate and 
protect places important to historically marginalized communities and provide new opportunities for the 
continued prosperity of legacy businesses and institutions. If this is indeed the intent, we have strong 
concerns that what’s being offered is not anywhere close adequate in accomplishing these goals. 


In their “State of the City Preservation Report 2019”, the Portland Historic Landmarks Commission 
(PHLC) highlighted Equity as one of their top priorities and goals, acknowledging the City’s 2035 
Comprehensive Plan for making “significant strides in acknowledging prior deficiencies in the City’s 
planning practices as it relates to inclusion of a diverse representation of public voices” (PHLC February 
2020). Portland’s commitment to a broad approach in elevating and protecting underrepresented 
histories will require a strategic plan as well as a realistic commitment of funds, to advance these 
equitable preservation goals. The rapid pace of growth and change in our city has led to a long history of 
displacement resulting in both physical and less tangible loss of such underrepresented histories. 


Portland’s public support for historic preservation is conspicuously lagging behind its peer cities of 
comparable size. Our neighborhoods contain a trove unmatched west of the Mississippi. As you must 
know, BPS staff includes only one full-time historic resources planner. BPS in its request for this funding 
indicated that without this add package, “BPS’ Historic Resources Program work plan over the next two 
years will be centered on ensuring City compliance with State and Federal regulations, providing needed 
technical services to BDS staff, the Historic Landmarks Commission and other City bureaus, and 
providing consultative expertise on BPS projects that affect areas containing historic resources.” Even 
with some additional support for the coming year, BPS efforts for this project will of necessity be 
severely limited. 


Much of the work leading to historic designations and adaptive reuse in this city has relied on volunteer 
efforts and community donations. That track record raises two concerns: 


1. Since the package includes only $90,000 of one-time funding, we are concerned that this effort 
will simply raise false hopes and expectations among underrepresented communities without 
any meaningful impact, especially if this funding is not extended in subsequent years. This one-
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time funding would be a mere drop in the bucket and do very little to moving the city forward in 
terms of preservation equity. 


2. The amount of funding is minimal. Additional funding during the first year of such a program 
would allow the Equitable Preservation effort to develop a firmer foundation for future work. 
With more adequate plans and resource materials in place the City could better support and 
leverage ongoing volunteer efforts which will be at the heart of this work. A budget of $120,000 
would be at least somewhat more effective in getting a baseline framework established. 


3. We would also point out that funding for the long dormant Historic Resources Inventory (HRI), 
of which the EP is a vital component, urgently needs funding to begin to grapple with 40 years 
of neglect. 


4. Historic places, be they associated with under-represented groups or the broader community, 
don't get protected unless and until they are actually “designated”.  A great example of this is 
the African American Sites Multiple Property Submission was never designated. At least three of 
the most historic resources listed were pre-emptively demolished within weeks of the 
acceptance of the nomination by the Keeper of the National Register.  More such demolitions 
are likely unless the City moves forward vigorously to continue to identify, prioritize, and 
actually designate resources.  That requires a long-term source of funding and staffing that can 
do the hard work of research and documentation required to turn aspirations into reality. 


 


PCHR appreciates the fact that the inclusion of this item in the Mayor’s proposed budget indicates that 
in this instance public testimony is helping to shape policies and programs. We strongly encourage the 
City Council to take a bolder stance and direct additional funds towards this package and the broader 
HRI as well. As the PHLC states in their report, “the City must listen to these communities, lead by 
example, and help to protect the places that help tell the complete story of Portland, specifically by 
elevating the voices of … marginalized communities” (PHLC February 2020). 


Thank you for your consideration of our concerns. 


Regards,  
Rod Merrick, AIA 
John Liu 
PCHR Co-chairs 
 
CC: 
Mayor Wheeler  
Commissioner Mapps 
Commissioner Rubio 
Commissioner Ryan 
Commissioner Hardesty 
Council Clerk 
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M a y 1 0, 2 0 2 2 

S u bj e ct:  A d e q u at e F u n di n g f or E q uit a bl e Pr e s er v ati o n a n d  t h e Hi st ori c R es o ur c es I n v e nt or y 

 

D e ar M a y or W h e el er a n d Cit y C o u n cil M e m b ers:  

T h e P ortl a n d C o aliti o n f or Hist ori c R es o ur c es ( P C H R) is a n  all- v ol u nt e er b o d y i n cl u di n g n ei g h b or h o o d 
l e a d ers c o n c er n e d wit h l a n d us e iss u es, h o usi n g, a n d hist ori c pr es er v ati o n, t o g et h er wit h p arti ci p ati o n 
b y  r e pr es e nt ati v es fr o m t h e t w o l e a di n g hist ori c pr es er v ati o n or g a ni z ati o ns. O ur m e m b ers i n cl u d e 
e x p erts i n t h e d esi g n ati o n, pr ot e cti o n, a n d pr es er v ati o n of  hist ori c r es o ur c es.  

P C H R str o n gl y s u p p orts t h e E q uit a bl e Pr es er v ati o n ( E P) p a c k a g e i n cl u d e d i n t h e M a y or’s  pr o p os e d 
b u d g et. P C H R, al o n g wit h t h e m a n y ot h ers w h o t estifi e d d uri n g t h e Hist ori c R es o ur c es C o d e Pr oj e ct 
( H R C P) u p d at e, r e c o g ni z e t h e si g nifi c a n c e of  t h e st ori es missi n g fr o m P ortl a n d’s  hist ori c pr es er v ati o n 
eff orts t o d at e. Al o n gsi d e t h e n e e d t o e ns ur e t h es e i m p ort a nt st ori es ar e s h ar e d is t h e n e e d f or o n g oi n g, 
m e a ni n gf ul pl a ns t h at d o c u m e nt t h e hist ori es a n d pl a c es of  all of  P ortl a n d ers a n d ar e r e pr es e nt e d i n t h e 
Cit y’s  pr es er v ati o n pr o gr a m.  

T his E P  p a c k a g e is i nt e n d e d t o e x p a n d B P S’  Pl a n ni n g Pr o gr a m c a p a cit y i n or d er “t o  a d v a n c e e q uit a bl e 
hist ori c pr es er v ati o n pr oj e cts, ”  i n r es p o ns e t o H R C P p u bli c t e sti m o n y. T h es e pr oj e ct s s e e k t o el e v at e a n d 
pr ot e ct pl a c es i m p ort a nt t o hist ori c all y m ar gi n aliz e d c o m m u niti es a n d pr o vi d e n e w o p p ort u niti es f or t h e 
c o nti n u e d pr o s p erit y of  l e g a c y b usi n ess es a n d i nstit uti o ns. If t his is i n d e e d t h e i nt e nt, w e  h a v e str o n g 
c o n c er ns t h at w h at’s  b ei n g off er e d is n ot a n y w h er e cl o s e a d e q u at e i n a c c o m plis hi n g t h es e g o als. 

I n t h eir “ St at e  of  t h e Cit y Pr es er v ati o n R e p ort 2 0 1 9 ”,  t h e P ortl a n d Hist ori c L a n d m ar ks C o m missi o n 
( P H L C) hi g hli g ht e d E q uit y as  o n e of  t h eir t o p pri oriti es a n d g o als, a c k n o wl e d gi n g t h e Cit y’s  2 0 3 5 
C o m pr e h e nsi v e Pl a n f or m a ki n g “ si g nifi c a nt  stri d es i n a c k n o wl e d gi n g pri or d efi ci e n ci es i n t h e Cit y’s  
pl a n ni n g pr a cti c es as  it r el at e s t o i n cl usi o n of  a di v ers e r e pr es e nt ati o n of  p u bli c v oi c es ”  ( P H L C F e br u ar y 
2 0 2 0). P ortl a n d’s  c o m mit m e nt t o a br o a d a p pr o a c h i n el e v ati n g a n d pr ot e cti n g u n d err e pr es e nt e d 
hist ori es will r e q uir e a str at e gi c pl a n as  w ell as  a r e alisti c c o m mit m e nt of  f u n ds, t o a d v a n c e t h es e 
e q uit a bl e pr es er v ati o n g o als. T h e r a pi d p a c e of  gr o wt h a n d c h a n g e i n o ur cit y h as l e d t o a l o n g hist or y of  
dis pl a c e m e nt r es ulti n g i n b ot h p h y si c al a n d l ess t a n gi bl e l o ss of  s u c h u n d err e pr es e nt e d hist ori es. 

P ortl a n d’s  p u bli c s u p p ort f or hist ori c pr es er v ati o n is c o ns pi c u o usl y l a g gi n g b e hi n d its p e er citi es of  
c o m p ar a bl e si z e. O ur n ei g h b or h o o ds c o nt ai n a tr o v e u n m at c h e d w est of  t h e Mississi p pi. As  y o u m ust 
k n o w, B P S st aff i n cl u d es o nl y o n e f ull-ti m e hist ori c r es o ur c es pl a n n er. B P S i n its r e q u est f or t his f u n di n g 
i n di c at e d t h at wit h o ut t his a d d p a c k a g e, “ B P S’  Hist ori c R es o ur c es Pr o gr a m w or k pl a n o v er t h e n e xt t w o 
y e ars wi ll b e  c e nt er e d o n  e ns uri n g Cit y c o m pli a n c e wit h St at e a n d F e d er al r e g ul ati o ns, pr o vi di n g n e e d e d 
t e c h ni c al s er vi c es t o B D S st aff, t h e Hist ori c L a n d m ar ks C o m missi o n a n d ot h er Cit y b ur e a us, a n d 
pr o vi di n g c o ns ult ati v e e x p ertis e o n  B P S pr oj e cts t h at aff e ct ar e a s c o nt ai ni n g hist ori c r es o ur c es. ” E v e n 
wit h s o m e a d diti o n al s u p p ort f or t h e c o mi n g y e ar, B P S eff orts f or t his pr oj e ct will of  n e c es sit y b e  
s e v er el y li mit e d. 

M u c h of  t h e w or k l e a di n g t o hist ori c d esi g n ati o ns a n d a d a pti v e r e us e i n t his cit y h as r eli e d o n  v ol u nt e er 
eff orts a n d c o m m u nit y d o n ati o ns. T h at tr a c k r e c or d r ais es t w o c o n c er ns: 

1.  Si n c e t h e p a c k a g e i n cl u d es o nl y $ 9 0, 0 0 0 of  o n e-ti m e f u n di n g, w e  ar e  c o n c er n e d t h at t his eff ort 
will si m pl y r ais e f als e h o p es a n d e x p e ct ati o ns a m o n g u n d err e pr es e nt e d c o m m u niti es wit h o ut 
a n y m e a ni n gf ul i m p a ct, es p e ci all y if t his f u n di n g is n ot e xt e n d e d i n s u bs e q u e nt y e ars. T his o n e-

P ortl a n d C o aliti o n f or Hi st ori c R e s o ur c e s 
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ti m e f u n di n g w o ul d b e  a m er e dr o p i n t h e b u c k et a n d d o  v er y littl e t o m o vi n g t h e cit y f or w ar d i n 
t er ms of  pr es er v ati o n e q uit y. 

2.  T h e a m o u nt of  f u n di n g is mi ni m al. A d diti o n al f u n di n g d uri n g t h e first y e ar of  s u c h a pr o gr a m 
w o ul d all o w t h e E q uit a bl e Pr es er v ati o n eff ort t o d e v el o p a fir m er f o u n d ati o n f or f ut ur e w or k. 
Wit h m or e a d e q u at e pl a ns a n d r es o ur c e m at eri als i n pl a c e t h e Cit y c o ul d b ett er s u p p ort a n d 
l e v er a g e o n g oi n g v ol u nt e er eff orts w hi c h will b e  at  t h e h e art of  t his w or k. A b u d g et of  $ 1 2 0, 0 0 0 
w o ul d b e  at  l e ast s o m e w h at m or e eff e cti v e i n g etti n g a b as eli n e fr a m e w or k est a blis h e d. 

3.  W e  w o ul d als o p oi nt o ut t h at f u n di n g f or t h e l o n g d or m a nt Hist ori c R es o ur c e s I n v e nt or y ( H RI), 
of  w hi c h t h e E P  is a vit al c o m p o n e nt, ur g e ntl y n e e ds f u n di n g t o b e gi n t o gr a p pl e wit h 4 0  y e ar s 
of  n e gl e ct. 

4.  Hist ori c pl a c es, b e  t h e y ass o ci at e d wit h u n d er-r e pr es e nt e d gr o u ps or  t h e br o a d er c o m m u nit y, 
d o n't g et pr ot e ct e d u nl ess a n d u ntil t h e y ar e  a ct u all y “ d esi g n at e d ” .  A gr e at e x a m pl e of  t his is 
t h e Afri c a n A m eri c a n Sit e s M ulti pl e Pr o p ert y S u b missi o n w as n e v er d esi g n at e d. At l e ast t hr e e of  
t h e m o st hist ori c r es o ur c es list e d w er e pr e- e m pti v el y d e m olis h e d wit hi n w e e ks of  t h e 
a c c e pt a n c e of  t h e n o mi n ati o n b y  t h e K e e p er of  t h e N ati o n al R e gist er.  M or e s u c h d e m oliti o ns 
ar e li k el y u nl ess t h e Cit y m o v es f or w ar d vi g or o usl y t o c o nti n u e t o i d e ntif y, pri oriti z e, a n d 
a ct u all y d esi g n at e r es o ur c es.  T h at r e q uir es a l o n g-t er m s o ur c e of  f u n di n g a n d st affi n g t h at c a n 
d o  t h e h ar d w or k of  r es e ar c h a n d d o c u m e nt ati o n r e q uir e d t o t ur n as pir ati o ns i nt o r e alit y. 

 

P C H R a p pr e ci at es t h e f a ct t h at t h e i n cl usi o n of  t his it e m i n t h e M a y or’s  pr o p os e d b u d g et i n di c at es t h at 
i n t his i nst a n c e p u bli c t e sti m o n y is h el pi n g t o s h a p e p oli ci es a n d pr o gr a m s. W e  str o n gl y e n c o ur a g e t h e 
Cit y C o u n cil t o t a k e a b ol d er st a n c e a n d dir e ct a d diti o n al f u n ds t o w ar ds t his p a c k a g e a n d t h e br o a d er 
H RI as  w ell. As  t h e P H L C st at e s i n t h eir r e p ort, “t h e  Cit y m ust list e n t o t h es e c o m m u niti es, l e a d b y  
e x a m pl e, a n d h el p t o pr ot e ct t h e pl a c es t h at h el p t ell t h e c o m pl et e st or y of  P ortl a n d, s p e cifi c all y b y  
el e v ati n g t h e v oi c es of  …  m ar gi n aliz e d c o m m u niti es ”  ( P H L C F e br u ar y 2 0 2 0). 

T h a n k y o u f or y o ur c o nsi d er ati o n of  o ur c o n c er ns. 

R e g ar d s,   
R o d  M erri c k,  AI A  
J o h n Li u  
P C H R  C o -c h airs  
 
C C:  
M a y or W h e el er  
C o m missi o n er M a p ps  
C o m missi o n er R u bi o  
C o m missi o n er R y a n 
C o m missi o n er H ar d est y 
C o u n cil Cl er k 
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