ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

Lyman Abbott
Felix Adler
Charles F. Aked
Alfred J. Boulton
James P. Boyle
William Adams Brown
Robert W. Bruere
Joseph R. Buchanan
S. Parks Cadman
Andrew Carnegie
John Bates Clark
R. Fulton Cutting
Edward T. Devine
Samuel B. Donnelly
Andrew W. Edson
“ert W. de Forest

klin H. Giddings
Samuel Gompers
Elgin R. L. Gould
Percy S. Grant
David H. Greer
Thomas C. Hall
Hamilton Holt
William M. Ivins
George W. Kirchwey
V. Everit Macy
Howard Mansfield
Marcus M. Marks
William H. Maxwell
Robert S. MacArthur
George McAneny
H. Pereira Mendes
R. Heber Newton
FrankMason North
Leonora O'Reilly
Edward D. Page
John P. Peters
James B. Reynolds
Jacob A. Riis
Franklin H. Sargent

S H. Schiff

ael Schulman
Edwin R. A. Seligman
Isaac N. Seligman
Albert Shaw
Joseph Silverman
Mary K. Simkhovitch
Laura Skinner
Thomas R. Slicer
George J. Smith
Edward L. Stevens
Anson Phelps Stokes
Oscar S. Strauss
Robert Watchorn

Egerton L. Winthrop, Jr.

Stephen S. Wise

@he Natinnal Board of Censorship ™

of Motion Pictures

ESTABLISHED BY THE PEOPLE'S

INSTITUTE

50 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YorkK CITY, N. Y

GENERAL COMMITTEE
Frederic C. Howe, Charrman

Association for Improving Condition of Poor Wm. P. Capes
Charity Organization Society W. Frank Persons
Children's Aid Society Matthew P. Adams
City Club of New York Joseph M. Price

City Vigilance League Matthew Beattie
Federation for Child Study 5 Mrs. Howard S. Gans
International Committee, Y. M. C. A. Raymond P. Kaighn

Lally League of the Federahon of Churcbes
League for Political Educahon .
National Board, Y. W. C. A :
New York Clty Federation of Women's Clubs .
Public Education Association . .
Peuple s Institute P

St. Bartholemew's Parish House

k
Robert E Ely
Mrs. G. K. Swinburne
Mrs. William Grant Brown
rs. Miriam Sutro Price
Lester F. Scott
Rev. Charles B. Ackley

MEMBERS AT LARGE

Miss Martha Draper J. K. Paulding
Ralph Folks Mirs. Josephine Redding
Lee F. Hanmer Albert Shiels

Dr. Henry Moskowitz Mrs. W. Lesesne Tait
Dr. Henry S. Oppenheimer Dr. J. P. Warbasse
Maurice Wertheim
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Frederic C. Howe, Chazrman

Mrs. Miriam Sutro Price
Dr. J. P. Warbasse

Ralph Folks
Matthew P. Adams

TO THE HONORABLE MAYQOR OF
Portland, Oregon
Dear Sir:
As Mayor of your city,
to the circulation of the motion

Thaw's Dash for Liberty",

Feature Film Company, and was
ional Board. We are snxious that

ture be brought to

which hasg

Miss M. Ashmun
Mis. George E. Ashwell
arl Augsbury
Miss Hildegarde M. Babbitt
Miss Jessie L. Bancroft
rs. E. M. Barrows
Mos. 1. F. Beal
Mrs. Joseph J. Benjamin
Mrs. A. V. Benson
Mis. R. S. Blaikie
Miss M. B. Blair
Miss Jeanne H. Bock
Mrs. Verne M. Bovie
rs. S. Brickner
Warren E. Bristol
Mrs. E. E. Britton
Mrs. Woodford Brooks
Mis. Frances R. Brown
Miss Sarah C. Clapp
Mrs. R. S. Clark
Mrs. F. R. Colpitts
J. B. Covill
F. S. Crofts
Mrs. William C. Dexter
Rev. Walter DuMoulin
Miss Lucy P. Eastman
Mrs. Emma Kip Edwards
Mrs. Henry Esberg
C. P. Fisher
Miss Marie Fisher

]o}m Collier, .
W. D. McGulre Jr.,

Miss Sonya Lev:en

Crandall Mason,

we wish to call your
entitled
been produced by the Fair
condemned in toto by

picture

CENSORING COMMITTEE

Rev. Victor G. Flinn
Miss Minnie Friedman
Mis. Florence L. Gill
Jacob rossman
George A. Hall
MISS Evf"yn Hafnson
Mrs. P. O. Jakobi
Edwm S, Kaang
l'S. I\Il. l_]. Kaven
Dr. Frank Conrad Keil
Miss Edith Kendall
Mrs. E. Crosby Kindelberger
Mrs. Burdette Gibson Lewis
George Landy
H. M. Le Sourd
Rev. Arthur Henry Limouze
Mus. Mabel Livingston
Gerhard R. Lomer
George R. Lyons
George H. Mann
Miss Gertrude Mautner
Mrs. Almeron Wallace McCrea
James Merriman
Rev. D. H. Morrison
Mrs. L]ly Woad Morse
Mrs. L. C. Mygatt
R. D. A. Parott
Mrs. W. W. Pickard
Miss Maude Purnell
Miss Florence Rauh
Miss A. Reed

STAFF

’ Tele;phon.e. 8170 Madison Sq\;arc

Miss Elizabeth E. Reed
Miss Louise Rogers
Miss Dora Sabsovich

John W. Sargent

M[S. chry W. Schloss

Miss Henrietta Schwartz

Leroy Scott

Miss S. H. Scott

Mrs. Albert Shiels

Mirs. Lascelles Simpson

Mrs. L. A. Sinclair

Mirs. Otis C. Skeele

Mrs. Kingsley Slauson

Walter Leo Solomon

Mrs. Albert Sonnichsen
ward W. Stitt

Mrs. N. Stratton

Magnus Sussman

Mrs. Lionel Sutro

Miss Maria Townsend

A. W. Warden

Mrs. M. S. Watts

Miss A. P. Welch

Mrs. George V. Wendell

Mis. J M. Whaley

Mrs. R. N. Whitney

Mis. Francis G. Wickware

Mrs Butler Williamson

live Wilson

Mis. Charles Fort Wood

General Secretary
Executive Secretary
Educational Secretary
Assistant Secretary

{ /
V

attention
"Harry

the Nat-

the circulation of this pic-

the attention of the proper

authorities in

every city where efforts are being made to keep objectionable
films out of motion picture houses.
The Board considered this picture objectionable in

its theme and in its details.

completeness the whole Harry Thaw story,

It gives with considerable
beginning with the

young girlhood of Evelyn Nesbit and continuing it through

Harry's escape from Matteawan.

The story of Evelyn Nesbit's

downfall through her intimacy with Stanford White, called

"Stanford Whiting" in the picture,

Harry Thaw,

is given in some detail.

and her

association with
Certain scenes where

Whiting pays money to Evelyn Nesgbit's mother may be called

immoral,
the mother,
Whiting's room. The

ig more vivid.

especially the one where he gi

ac
A

the money to
who thereupon leaves Evelyn lying on the bed in

picture is even more objectionable than
the newspaper accounts of the whole Thaw case,

because it
In the judgment of the National Board the

picture must have a deteriorating effect on public morals.
In some cities the authorities have already notifed

the local motion picture

advisable to take any action in the matter.

Very truly yours,

NATIONAL BOARD OF CENSORSHIP.

theatres that the picture "Harry
Thaw's Dash for Libverty" is prohibted by order
and we would be very glad to learn

of the Mayor,
whether youw have felt it



October 27, 1913.

Frederic C. Howe, Chairman,
General Committee, Nat'l Board of Censorship,
50 ladison Avenue, New York City.

Dear Sir:=-

I beg to acknowledge receipt of letter from the National
Board of Censorship, @without date, asking that the circulation of
the film entitled "Harry Thaw's Dash for Liberty" be prohibited
in this c¢ily, and am pleased to advise that I shall be glad to
co=~opsrate with you in this respect, and heve given orders that
this f;lm shall nof be shown in any theater in this city.

I should appreciaste it if you would send this office
a list of the objeclicnable filme, as they are pmaged upon from
time to itime by yocur Board, &s X wish {0 co-operate with you in
overy possible way.

Youre vary trnly}

¢ HAYTOR.

a“
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"Telephone, 8170 Madison Square

November 3, 1913.

Mr. Howe has handed me your letter addressed to
him with reference to & recent circular letter we issued
concerning tie film "Harry Thaw's Dash for Liberty." We
have been supplying our lists to & group of individuals

thogse names were furnished us by the Y. W.

C. A. We do

not know what authority they have to act on information
contained in our bulletins and therefore would appreciate
the opportunity of placing your name on our maeiling list
for this official information.

We would say that in several cities the mayor
hes instructed the police department to follow up pictures
listed on our bulletins to see that the eliminations have
been properly carried out and to prohibit the éxhibition
of such pictures as attempts may be made to circulate con-
trary to our rulings of the Board.

We would say that with the regular companies
whose films we inspect we have agreements that their piec-
tures which are passed by the Board shall be shipped to
the exchanges and that where eliminations are requested
they are made in the negative copy except where occasgion
recuires immediate shipment in which case the exchanges,
the renting agent for films, are instruéted to make +the

cuts.

As Portland is a distant city it frequently happens


https://McGuire.Jr

Mr. He Re AlDECooccesel

that the changes are not carried out in the Portland
copy except as attended to by the exchange managers.
This being so it would be & very great assistance if
pome arrangement could be made whereby the pictures
ligted on the bulletin passed subject to certain el-
iminations could be inswnected the first day they are
shown in the fheatres to meke sure that these cuts
have been made or if not to order them made. We
enclose herewith the bulletin for the week ending Nov-
ember first. ey we ask you to advise if the above
arrangement is possibles

Very truly yours,
THE NATIONAL BOARD OF CENSORSHIP,

P2 D,

Ex. Secretary.
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your request, we would say that the

yoxr of Clevelsnd Ohio

a report on the conditions in Cleveland. Ilir, Collier was & mem-
ber of the Commission in New York City which submitted & report
to the layor on conditions in Iew York. We send you this to-

day under separate cover, The
embodied in the iolks Ordinance,
are sending aleo the "8
entodies the main woints of the Folks
other information which mey be of interect
Ve wonld suggest that yon
Tngineers Bldg., Cleveland Ohio,
ditions inm Cleveland some time &go.
Very truly

{‘T A fl'\
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Ordinance,
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who prepared the report on con-
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Bulletin of the National Board of Censorship for week ending

As a courtesy to the manufacturers whose commercial interests might be jeopardized by advance information
getting out previous to the date of release of their pictures, the information contained in this list is intended solely
for the benefit of the organization’s civic officials and correspondents of the board to whom it may be sent. It is not

intended for the exhibitors, the general public, newspapers, etc., until at least after the date of release of any particular
picture.

Criticism of specific pictures will be given the fullest attention if forwarded to the Secretary of the Board.

Dear Sins

The five part rotion pieture cc 1led "”He”;nsi”c gf t?e G
White Sleve mrnimen handled by the Iloral LOGuULb Pilm C ourqngihg%ﬁ
be offered for publi xhlbluior in your city. Ve Gx~y.y2u1 athen—
tion to the follow 1ng stetement with reference to the Dleture:

The MHetiongl Board of CengoX: q1p of Motion ;}cuuye§{ gl
atier Gtwo reviews end a detoiled digcuswion of ‘the fl}d,.h:g
Ak decided not to pass the jicturej "hougb cexrtein cgan%ew
and eliminztions were made at the SH@J‘SuIOﬂ of ©he Bqaxa.

In conderning the oicLurcj the Board realirzes 1s Vol
concidering the prewentation of the filr befoxe 90\U1“”<1“’

avher th&i hetore selected audiencesw The 90%*Q,a°¥f G126
the victwlc was adistinetly en illustration ox cb: J§1UEM
slave Traffiey thinly veiled as an ?uuompu o ¢fucnve ‘vne
Jn"l Ca . TR

The subject ig not nrde hﬂuUEI“GCiVO, does Nno'G ng.uv
rewressivc action} ond uenQSuo sati fy morhid curiosivy.
In:te d of vpointing 2 moral, it points gHs) bgwe’gy a5uhouﬁq
of obtainin g roney by both men and women this filn is &n
illustration rather than an education.

Under -separate cover we are oeqdlnf a recent report of
the Board uogotﬂer with a pemphlet ecu11p forth it g:nnuards.q Es
The Board issues a UOAle bulletin fewee of chorge COVClng ivs ‘Gul .
on over 95% of all mo ion piectures produced o imooxted. Tino :ifhm
“hlets we are sen@ing deseribe fully the T"OCOO‘LGWQL.‘fTwL:t}eﬂm 0
Board; its aevﬁonrel, which is & gugrknuep of 1ts disinvexe

ara and other informevion. ~ P

o CUCJ’”bécwgeﬁly bulletin is #ssued uO lMayors, Ll@pnse %uxuwhd,
or any civie department interested in w0 ¢ion piecture fo*ﬂl ation.

If yor desire the bulletin serviee (nov sulalieo to over
150 LlfLGICnu eities) kindly advise 'us if you wish any departnent
of your 01uy nlaced on oux 1‘111nﬁ lig L for regular poLv1oe.

Very truly yours,

FATTONAL BOARD OF CENSORSHIR
W. D, MeGuirxe Jzr.

Ti. SEC.
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Bulletin of the National Board of Censorship for week ending nov 11913

As a courtesy to the manufacturers whose commercial interests might be jeopardized by advance information
getting out previous to the date of release of their pictures, the information contained in this list is intended solely
for the benefit of the organization’s civic officials and correspondents of the Board to whom it may be sent. It is not
intended for the exhibitors, the general public, newspapers, etc., until at least after the date of release of any particular
picture.

Criticism of specific pictures will be given the fullest attention if forwarded to the Secretary of the Board.
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As a courtesy to the manufacturers whose commercial interests might be jeopardized by advance information
getting out previous to the date of release of their pictures, the information contained in this list is intended solely
for the benefit of the organization’s civic officials and correspondents of the Board to whom it may be sent. Itis not
intended for the exhibitors, the general public, newspapers, etc., until at least after the date of release of any particular
picture.

Criticism of specific pictures will be given the fullest attention if forwarded to the Secretary of the Board.
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@he National Board nf @ensorship

OF MOTION PICTURES
ESTABLISHED BY THE PEOPLE’S INSTITUTE
50 Madison Avenue
NEW YORK CITY, N. Y.

Bulletin of the National Board of Censorship for week ending

As a courtesy to the manufacturers whose commercial inte_rests might be je(‘)pard.ized _by' ac!vance information
getting out previous to the date of release of their pictures, the information contained in this list is intended solely
“for the benefit of the organization’s civic officials and correspondents of the Board to whom it may be sent. Itis not
intended for the exhibitors, the general public, newspapers, etc., until at least after the date of release of any particular
picture.
Criticism of specific pictures will be given the fullest attention if forwarded to the Secretary of the Board.
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Elimination of the subbitle readiugPearl Wants & Cigarette™ and
he scene following showing the hugbang and Pecrl smoking and
drinking together.
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CORRECTIQIS:

"A TATE OF THE WEST" NEET0R  listed on lagt week's bulletin

as "passed” should have been listed as subject to the following

changes:

Bliminate the actual shooting in the scene in the saloon, cut

he nede from the moint where the s%T le commences, for the blﬂrco

A 15 11tile scene. There is 2 gcene later showing the

the table whieh indicateg what has occurred \1uhou
fired, cs at vresent arrenged

L EQAD™ VICTOR should hsve bo

sctual shoobang in the scene whex

girl, is shooé by the priscn o

en ligted ag follovs:
tihe coivict, the
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The National Board of Censorship

OF MOTION PICTURES
N ESTABLISHED BY THE PEOPLE’S INSTITUTE
50 Madison Avenue
NEW YORK CITY, N. V.

Bulletin of the National Board of Censorship for week ending

As a courtesy to the manufacturers whose commercial interests might be jeopardized by advance information
getting out previous to the date of release of their pictures, the information contained in this list is intended solely
for the benefit of the organization’s civic officials and correspondents of the Board to whom it may be sent. Itis not
intended for the exhibitors, the general public, newspapers, etc., until at least after the date of release of any particular
picture.

Criticism of specific pictures will be given the fullest attention if forwarded to the Secretary of the Board.
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The National Board of Censorship

OF MOTION PICTURES
ESTABLISHED BY THE PEOPLE’S INSTITUTE
50 Madison Avenue

NEW YORK CITY, N. Y. N{W 1 ‘913‘

Bulletin of the National Board of Censorship for week ending '

As a courtesy to the manufacturers whose commercial interests might be jeopardized by advance information
getting out previous to the date of release of their pictures, the information contained in this list is intended solely
for the benefit of the organization’s civic officials and correspondents of the Board to whom it may be sent. It is not
intended for the exhibitors, the general public, newspapers, etc., until at least after the date of release of any particular

picture.
Criticism of specific pictures will be given the fullest attention if forwarded to the Secretary of the Board.
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The Esc Trans=0ceanic Films
Henry Sp

B Fred Linick & Chilo
The Gre Peature rhotoplay Co.
Juastice " n

Panl Re-

Capnrice

Germinal

What Eight Million Wemen Want Unique Film Co.
Lotvs Dencer (4 reels) T?rue Peature

Fatel Reckoning (2 reelg) Ammex Film Co.

, The above rote does not necessarily igdicate that these pic~-
tures contain objectlonablie featlres. The Fational Board wishes,
he existernce o1

, Go dinform their co¢r€hv@rﬂuﬁub reletive to ¥
Pleitures and to tGthe To Tl g a 31 ] i
?bilitv y:¢€~% 0 Goe g .C6 “. the Board ﬁoe not agsume any re-
- y arding chem unlegs ¥y should be noted on future

bulleting of the Fational Board in case they should be
sgdmlcuc_ by <the menutacturers under agreement to eliminate
at the Board might otject to.
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Criticism of specific pictures will be given the fullest attention if forwarded to the Secretary of the Board.

The National PRoard of Censors
on October 27th

Special Rele

film deals in a more deliberate and
Tilm with the so-called white slave

L Precedent
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welfare woxrk
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were renrese
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may exploit
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SEECIAL

hip of Motion Pictures
"Traffiec in Souls," Universal
five minor alterations. This
extengive way than any previous
traffic. The Board felt that
ed by any action taken on this film and

& number of societies concerned with

the review and advise with the Board. The
ot members of the Wational Board of Censorship,

reviewed the film,
ase, and passed it with

I

would be creat

to attend
nted:

Union Theologiceal Seminary

Camp Fire Girls

Committee of Fourbeen for Suopression of
Raines Lew Hotels

City Vigilance Commithee

Sanitary & loral Prophylaxis Gocie

Greenwich House

Travelerts Aigd Society

Divie Theatre lMovement

District Attorneyls Office

I

CY

After two reviews of the film ang lengthy discussion,
the Board decided thet this subject and this method of
treatment were legitimate in motion Pictures; +that the

film in question did not contvain obscene, suggestive,

or demorelizing elerments; and that ‘while it wes not
perféct as an educational project, it was on ‘the whole
calculated to do good. Such eliminzations es were made
were in the direction of telting evay any elements of sug-

gestiveness and also of reducing any exaggeration of

stetement mede in the Tilm. After discussion, perti-
cipated in by the Board =né its guests, the Boeard voted
to pess the DPicture by a2 hallot which stood six for and
two against.

While the Board of Censorshipn assumes frll regsponsibi-

action with reference %o the film, "Traffic in Souls, "
esgsume responsibility for the Doster advertising or the
the way in which

ot

LD

the local exhibito

the film. These Teatures of the motion picture problem
eyond the control of the Mational Board. ’
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