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ORDINANCE NO. 152666

An Ordinance amending Title 33, Planning and Zoning, of the Code of the City of
Portland, Oregon, by amending Section 33.98.010, Findings, to allow granting
of variances of the Z. Downtown Development Zone, on the basis of a finding
that granting of such a variance will better meet public policy as expressed
in the goals and guidelines for downtown Portland, and declaring an

T~

emergency.
The City of Portland ordains:
Section 1. The Council finds:

1. Under the regulations presently contained in 33.98.010 variances to
zoning code provisions can only be granted if the applicant can
demonstrate that unique site or existing building conditions exist or
that such a variance is necessary in order to allow the property owner
to enjoy a property right possessed by a substantial number of property
ovmers in the vicinity while resulting in comparatively trivial
detriment to the neighborhood.

2. Section 33.98.015(b)(6) however states that the City may grant
variance within the Z Downtown Development Zone if such variance is
"found to be in the public interest and supportive of the planning
goals and guidelines for downtown Portland."
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3. Section 33.98.0
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4. It was the intent of the City Council to allow variances within the 2
Downtown Development Zone, which supported the planning goals and
quidelines for downtown Portland.

5. This intent was not properly implemented when Title 33 was amended by
Ordin "cc Mo. 147239 implementing the downtown development
regulatlons.
6. Amendient of Section 32.28.010 to conform with the provisions of
33.98.015(b) (6) is necessary to properly implement the intent of
Counc11 in a&ptmg the downtown development regulations as expressed

7. On October 6, 19871 the Planning Commission reviewed the proposed

amendments to Secti 3 y to ing it into conformance with
33.98.015(b)(6). The Commission approved those amendments to that
Sect.ion for inclusion in Title 33.

8. It is appropriate and in the public interest that the following
amendments to Title 33 be passed.
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NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. Title 33, Planning and Zoning, is hereby amended by an amendment to
Section 33.98.010, reading as follows:

33.98.010 Findings. A variance as specified in Section 33.98.015
may be granted if literal interpretation and enforcement of the
regulations of this title applicant to a property would result in
practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships or in the case of
property located within a Z Zone if it is found that such a
variance would be supportive of the Planning Goals and Guidelines
for Downtown Portland as adopted by the Council.

(a) * * * (no change)
(b) Special Conditions. When all of the foregoing conditions can
be satisfied a variance may be granted as follows:

(1) * * * (no change)

(2) Major Variances. A major variance as specified in
Section 33.98.015(b) mav be granted when any of the
following applicable conditions can be satisfied:

A. and B. * * * (no change)
C. In the case of property located in a Z Zone a
variance may also be granted to one or more
. varianceable requirements of the Z Zone if it is
found that such modification is supportive of the
Planning Goals and Guidelines for Downtown Portland
as adopted by the Council.

Secticn 2. Tnhe Council declares that an emergency exists because these
ame ndur.:utb are necessary to allow proper 1mplementat1 of the Downtown
Development Regulations, variances for which have been restrictive beyond
cne intent of Council. Enactment of Crdinance Mo. 147239 was flawed in that
it failed to resolve inconsistencies between the language it added in
33.98. 015(b)(6) and the language of 33.98.010 then existing in the Code.

Therefore, this Ordinance shall be in force and effect from and after itg
passage by the Council,

Passed by the Council, DEC 23 198“
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