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ORDINANCE NO~ t5266G 

An Ordinance amending Title 33, Planning and Zoning, of the Code of the City of 
Portland, Oregon, by amending Section 33.98.010, Findings, to allow granting 
of variances of the z _. Downtown Developnent Zone, on the basis of a finding 
that granting of such a variance will better meet public :EX)licy as expressed 
in the goals and guidelines for downtown Portland, and declaring an 
erri2rgenC'.f. 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section 1. rrhe Council finds: 

1. Under the regulations presently contained in 33.YH.OlU variances b:, 
zoning a:>de provisions can only be granted if the applicant can 
demonstrate that unique site or existing building conditions exist or 
that such a variance is necessary in order to allow the property owner 
to enjoy a property :right p:>ssessed by a substantial nUiTu':ier of property 
ovmers in the vicinity while resulting in comparatively trivial 
detriment to the neighborhcxx1. 

2. Section 33.98.015(b)(6} however states that the City ~ay grant a 
variance within the Z Downtown Developnent zone if such variai.,ce 13 

"fo:.!!1d tc be i!! the p1Jbl i r. interest and supt:X)rtive of the planning 
goals and guidelines for downtown Portland. " 

3. Section 33.98.01 S{b) (6) cJ.early complerrents the requirerrents for 
granting a major variance found in 33:98.010. 

4. It was the intent of the City Council to allow variances within the Z 
Ix>wntown Developnent Zone, which supp:>rted the planning goals and 
guidelines for downtown Portland. 

s _ This intent was not properly L111-1lemented when Tit le 33 was amended by 
Ordinance No. 147239 implementing the downtown develoµrent 
regulations. 

6. Ai-i-1en&ret1t of Section 33.98.010 to conform with the provisions of 
33.98.015(b}(6) is necessary to properly implement the intent of 
Council in adopting the downtown developnent regulations as expressed 
in Ordinance No. 147239e 

7. On October 6, i 98i the PldI111.i.uy Cummission ret1iewed the pro:fX)sed 
amendments to Section 33 .98 .010 to bring it into conformance with 
33.98.015{b)(6). The Commission approved those arrendments to that 
Section for inclusion in Title 33. 

8. It is appropriate and in the public interest that the following 
arnendrrents to Title 33 be passed. 
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ORDINANCE No. 

NCW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. Title 33, Planning and Zoning, is hereby anended by an amendrrent to 
Section 33.98.010, reading as foll~: 

33.98.010 Findings. A varia.~ce as specifioo in Section 33.98.015 
may be granted if literal interpretation and enforcement of the 
regulations of this title applicant to a property \\Ould result in 
practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships or in the case of 
property located within a z Zone if it is found that such a 
variance would be supp::>rtive of the Planning G::>als and Guidelines 
for Downtown Portland as adopted by the Council. 

(a) ***(no change) 
(b) Special Conditions. When all of the foregoing conditions can 

be satisfied a variance may be granted as follows: 
( 1 ) * * * ( no change) 
( 2) Major Variances. A major variance as specified in 

Section 33.98.015(b) may be gra.11ted '"'hen cu•Y of c.he 
following appli1~able co,.tditions can be satisfied: 
A. and B. * * * (no change) 
C = In the case of property located · in a z zone a 

variance may also be granted to one or rore 
varianceable requirements of the z Zone if it is 
found that such rrodification is Sup!X)rtive of the 
Planning Goals and Guidelines for Downtown Portland 
as adopted by the Council. 

Section 2. Tne Council declares that an anergenC'J exists because ~nese 
amendments are necessary to allow proper implementation of the Downtown 
Develoi;:ment Regulationsi varianc-es for which have been restrictive beyond 
the intent of Council. Enactment of Ordinance rb. 147239 was flawed in that 
it failed to reso1~7e inccnzistencies between the language it added in 
33.98.015(b)(6) and the language of 33~98;010 then existing in the Code. 
Therefore, this Ordinance shall be in force and effect from and after its 
passage by the Council • 

r.used by the Council, OE C 2 3 1981 

Commissioner Schwab 
KSBeauxront:mc 
Decen'.oor 21 , i 981 
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THE COMMISSIONERS VOTED 
AS FOLLOWS: 

Yeas Nays 

JORDAN I 
LINDBERG - ·-
SCHWAB I 
STRACHAN I 
IVANClE I 

FOUR-FIFTHS CALENDAR 

JORDAN 

LINDBERG 

SCHWAB 

STRACHAN 

IVANCIE 
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An Ordinance amE1nd.ing Title 33 1, Planning 
and Zoning, of the Code of the C.ilty 
of Portland, Oregon, by aanendin9 
Section ~:3.9,8.010, F'indings, to 
allow granting of varianc,es of the 
Z , Downtown Dt?velopn:mt Zorn:'!, on the 
basis of ,=t finding that granting of 
such a va1~iance will bettE~r meet 
public p:,:1.icy as expressed in tht? 
goals and guidelines for dbwntown 
Portland,, and dE?claring an 
eirergency. 
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INTRODUCED BY 

Commissioner Schwab 

THE COMMISSIONER 

Affair. 

Finan 
/\dminist ration 

Safety 

Utilities 

Works 

BUREAU APPROVAL _____________ , 
Bureau: 

Prepared By: Date: 

Kathryn Beaumont ·12/21/81 

Budget Impact Review: 

[J C;.rn1p.lctcd □ Not required 

Bureau Head: 

CALENDAR 

Consent Regular 

NOTED BY 

City Al'.torney 

KBt~/.J;J.N\AO\Ai:; 
City Auditor 

City Engineer 
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