




General Liability Claim Against the City of Portland
Attachment 1

Section 3c.
There is a culvert that daylights on City property right at the top corner of our driveway. This
culvert also empties out underneath the sidewalk and into our front yard, creating a sort of
spring, which we as homeowners have tried to “encorporate” into our landscaping. However, on
the night of January 2nd, early morning of January 3rd, this culvert just unloaded an incredible
amount of water over our driveway, into the front of our house, as well as under the sidewalk,
and into the front of the house. This overwhelmed all drainage systems we have in place (our
home was built in 2019), and our daylight basement flooded.

According the builder, Michael Mayer, he met with the City of Portland several times about this
culvert and how it butts up against the driveway.

This culvert daylights on a small strip of land that is City property. We have no control over that
piece of land, and have done everything that we can to take care of our property and prevent
flooding. However, we cannot control the heavy river of water that blasted our house off of City
property. I have mentioned to folks before that I thought it was abnormal that we should have a
“spring” or a “fountain” following the track of the culvert, and that made it clear that the water
from the culvert was coming under the sidewalk.

After City workers came and dug up the trench in front of the culvert, it became more obvious
that a large portion of the water coming out of the culvert just flows under the sidewalk into our
front yard, and follows the path of least resistance to the house. On the night of January 2nd
and early morning of January 3rd, that flow underground became coupled with an incredibly
forceful river of water coming out of the culvert over top of the driveway and followed another
path into the front of the house.

Section 4.
Our entire daylight basement, my elderly father’s living space, has had to be gutted because of
this singular event. We had to move him upstairs and turn my office into his bedroom. He’s lost
easy access to a full bathroom (he has mobility issues and has trouble going up and down
stairs. He now showers once a week or less, because it’s so difficult for him to get up the stairs
to use ours). I’ve had to put my plans to re-open my massage practice on hold, and had just
started the permitting process for this when the basement flooded. The entire downstairs is
ruined, including a living room, a bedroom, a large walk in closet, a full bathroom, an office, and
a storage space. All carpet has been torn up, baseboards, trim and the lower two feet of drywall
removed, the bathtub sized shower has been torn out, toilet torn out, vanity torn out. Much of my
dad’s furniture is damaged or ruined including his king sized bedroom set, a curio cabinet, a
dining table, a coffee table, bookshelves, an office suite, his computer, his tv stand, several
books (including some from the 1800’s and irreplaceable documents from his time at the
University of Edinburgh). Additionally, damage has been done to our landscaping, which is far
less of a concern, but notable.



Section 9.
-The cost to simply remove the carpet, the trim and baseboards, the bottom two feet of drywall
and dry out the space was and throw away damaged furniture.$22,700
-A rug purchased by a family friend while stationed in Afghanistan is currently trying to be
saved. The cost to do so is $1000.
We had to gut his bathroom, which means we will have to replace the full shower. This estimate
is between.
We haven’t gotten quotes back on refinishing the rest of the basement. We didn’t even want to
start this process until we could be confident that the basement wouldn’t flood again. I will
update this claim with that amount, but Service Masters said it’s generally about 3 times the
amount it cost to demo the basement, which would put it around $69,000.

Section 11.
The culvert seems to be a pipe coming off of the property above Equestrian Dr., daylighting onto
City of Portland property, right outside the edge of ours. This means that the water coming off of
their land is emptying out into our basement. Yikes. Now, we have only been here since late
August of 2020, when we bought this house, but from what I have observed, this culvert is full of
water in the winter and mostly dry in the summer. There were a couple of times, mid summer,
last year, when there was water coming out of that culvert. There were no signs of water
anywhere else, and it made me think someone at the top of the hill must be heavily watering
their plants or animals (they raise goats). In the winter, we often have a little tiny fountain at the
front of our front yard that follows the pathway of where the water flows under the sidewalk from
the culvert. The rest of the water “usually” flows over the top edge of our driveway and down the
side of the sidewalk in to the street, and then it seems to find a hole or crack where our
neighbors to the south have their driveway and water flows under the street except in cases of
very heavy rainfall.

Because our house is brand new, I have spoken with the builder several times about what’s
been going on. Once this is all said and done, we’re going to probably have to spend over
$100,000 to get our brand new house put back together over an event which was entirely out of
our control and not our fault, which seems pretty abnormal to me. He has spoken several times
about his meeting with the city about that section of City owned land right at the very end of SE
Equestrian Dr as well as the culvert that dumps into our land. He said he had to demo the
original driveway and then re-do it to meet City demands, and then it was finally able to meet
the permitting needs. Although he suddenly seems to be hiding from us, until this point, he has
been cooperative and transparent, so I don’t think he’s making that up.




