
From: Catherine Thompson
To: Clerk General
Subject: Re: Reminder: City Council Meeting - Wednesday, December 8, 2021 9:30 a.m. starts in 1 day
Date: Tuesday, December 7, 2021 10:24:33 AM
Attachments: Trees that require pruning SPB blocks 7-12-1-1.pdf

Appendix A - Tree Inventory(1).pdf

Please Provide the following documents to members of the City council in
preparation for my testimony and enter them into the official record.  Thank you

On Tue, Dec 7, 2021 at 9:13 AM Council Clerk <no-reply@zoom.us> wrote:
Hi Catherine Thompson, 

This is a reminder that "City Council Meeting - Wednesday,
December 8, 2021 9:30 a.m." will begin in 1 day on:
Date Time: Dec 8, 2021 09:30 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

See below for important hearing tips 

Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android device: 
Click Here to Join
Note: This link should not be shared with others; it is unique to you.
Passcode: fS*8v+zGZ
Add to Calendar   Add to Google Calendar   Add to Yahoo
Calendar

Or join by phone:

US: 888 788 0099 (Toll Free) 
Webinar ID: 818 4459 0861 
International numbers available:
https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbsGUd4I4M

  



Trees that require pruning and/or advanced aerial 
assessment in the South Park Blocks between SW Market 

and SW Main street


This document is a summary of the trees identified as needing 
pruning and/or advanced aerial assessment in the May 2019 Tree 
Inventory of the South Park Blocks by Morgan Holen & Associates 
created under contract with Portland Parks and Recreation.


The information provided in the inventory was correlated with the 
corresponding numerical maps from the South Block Parks Master 
Plan by a group of volunteers concerned about the health and safety 
of the South Park Blocks Trees.


Collated and respectfully submitted to Portland Parks Bureau 
Commissioner Carmen Rubio


Catherine Thompson, M.D.

October 27, 2021 



Hazard Trees South Park Blocks 7-12


PP&R contracted with Morgan Holen Associates in 2019 to create a comprehensive inventory 
of the trees in the South Park Blocks neighborhood in accordance with the standards 
established by the Urban Forestry division criteria and notations. The resulting document 
identifies 121 trees described as needing pruning as well as a number of additional trees that 
warrant further aerial evaluation to determine structural integrity of what appear to be 
compromised trees.


Based on this inventory and the associated maps of the South Park Blocks a group of 
volunteers has compiled a list of all trees identified for pruning and aerial assessment in Blocks 
7 through 12. These trees are identified block by block with lists and maps.


The inventory identifies 62 trees in these categories, which includes 2 that have fallen and 1 
that has been removed. 


Ideally all of the remaining trees will be pruned as part of the Parks Levy priority to “proactively 
care for the 1.2 million trees that grow in parks and natural areas to reduce safety hazards and 
prolong trees’ lives” *  Realistically these activities will be spread over time around the city.


The South Park Blocks is very heavily used by residents, students and visitors from throughout 
the region and from around the world. Due to the density of the local and university populations 
and the popularity of regional cultural institutions, hazardous trees in this neighborhood create 
a significant risk of causing harm.  


Based on the descriptions in the comment section of the Holen inventory, we have identified 16 
American elms that urgently require pruning and or aerial assessment that were first identified 
in May 2019. These trees are described as having features that are particularly hazardous, such 
as excessively heavy canopy over a street or large weak or dead scaffold branches. These 
hazards can be significantly mitigated with appropriate care through pruning, cabling and 
advanced aerial assessment.  As the pruning of American elms is restricted to the months 
of October to April, we urge Commissioner Rubio to allocate funds for this purpose this 
season. 

The American elms with the most urgent need for pruning are:


Block 7: 192, 83, 77

Block 8: 131, 160

Block 9: 92, 118, 8

Block 11: 23, 42, 100, 110

Block 12: 124, 12, 17, 15


Other tree species that are described as having hazardous features are


Block 7: 191, 81, 151, 168

Block 8: 175

Block 11: 40, 121

Block 12: 16, 125, 154 


*PP&R Fall 2021 Activities Guide p 7



TREES IN THE SOUTH PARK BLOCKS

 IDENTIFIED BY ARBORIST MORGAN HOLEN


 FOR PRUNING

BLOCK 7 (between Clay and Market)


west row

192 American Elm  35.5”  Dead branches high in crown over street, epicorms  
191 Japanese  Zelkova 3.5 DYING - remove 
170 Ulmus spp 8”  small dead branch

149 Ulmus spp 6”  small dead branches 

148 Ulmus species 9”  small dead branches, broken branch NE side


west middle row

171 Sugar maple 37” PRUNE small dead and decaying branches

81 Sugar maple 21.5” Trunk wound NW face with hollow on top, trunk swelling, may be 
decay in plane of lean - consider advanced assessment 
167 Ulmus spp 3.5” PRUNE small dead branches 

188 Ulmus spp 3.5”  PRUNE Needs young tree structural pruning


middle row

188 Ulmus spp 3.5”  Needs young tree structural pruning

77 American Elm 36.5  Numerous epicorms limit VTA, history of scaffold branch failure, 
consider aerial  

east row middle

83 American elm 29” Consider cable/brace for co-dominant leader 
151 Green ash 16.5 DYING - remove. History of scaffold branch failure, hollows with de-
cay, progressive decline 
168 Green ash 30” Co-dominant leaders consider aerial assessment to assess union 

east

79 American elm 38.5”  one sided to E with excessive crown weight over street (gone)


78 American elm 42”  History of co-dominant leader failure, hollow with decay seam on S face, 
consider advanced assessment ,  to reduce excessive crown weight over street

Fell in Feb 2021 ice storm. 

HAZARD TREES 
American elms

192, 83

consider aerial

77


191Japanese Zelkova (dying)

81 Sugar maple (needs advanced assessment)

Green ash trees (1 dying), (1 aerial assessment)

151, 168




BLOCK 7



TREES IN THE SOUTH PARK BLOCKS

 IDENTIFIED BY ARBORIST MORGAN HOLEN


 FOR PRUNING

BLOCK 8 (between Columbia and Clay) 


west row

181 elm spp 7.5” one sided to W, reduced vigor, dead branches

138 elm spp 2” , needs young tree structural pruning


west middle row

175 sugar maple 30.5”  History branch failure, scaffold branch and trunk decay. consider 
aerial  

central row

158 Accolade elm 3.5”  needs young tree structural pruning

159 American elm 35”  few dead and decaying branches

160 American elm 37”  some history of branch failure, hollow with decay in scaffold 
branch high in crown on south side, smaller dead and decaying branches  

east middle row

129 American elm 17.5”  small dead branches


east row

132 American elm 25”  small dead branches, epicorms, upright structure

131 American elm 31.5” one sided to E, large diameter scaffold branch over street 

HAZARD TREES 
 American elms

131, 160


sugar maple

175 consider aerial



BLOCK 8



TREES IN THE SOUTH PARK BLOCKS

 IDENTIFIED BY ARBORIST MORGAN HOLEN


 FOR PRUNING

BLOCK 9 (between Columbia and Jefferson)


west row

none


middle west row

118 American elm 34 inches Multiple leaders, previous scaffold branch failure, large 
wound at junction, warrants aerial 

central row

none


middle east row

65 American elm 18.0 inches Small dead branches

120 American elm 20.5 inches Prune where branches are growing into dominant crown of 
adjacent tree

92 American elm 39.5 inches History of large branch failure, warrants aerial assessment 
and pruning 

east row

28 elm spp 7.5 inches small dead and broken branches 

8 American elm 46 inches History of major scaffold brach failures, large open wound NE 
face at juncture of remaining leaders, hollows in branches higher up - warrants aerial 
assessment 

HAZARD TREES


American elms

92 prune and aerial assessment

118, 8 aerial assessment




BLOCK 9



TREES IN THE SOUTH PARK BLOCKS

 IDENTIFIED BY ARBORIST MORGAN HOLEN


 FOR PRUNING

BLOCK 10 (between Jefferson and Madison)


west row

none


middle west row

35 American elm 40 inches History of scaffold branch failure, numerous epicorms limit VTA


center - no trees


middle east row

36 American elm 38 inches Small dead branches, epicorms, probably best elm inventoried


east row

none


HAZARD TREES

none identified




BLOCK 10



TREES IN THE SOUTH PARK BLOCKS

 IDENTIFIED BY ARBORIST MORGAN HOLEN


 FOR PRUNING

BLOCK 11 ( between Madison and Main)


west row

42 American elm 38 inches Tremendous crown weight over street, small dead branches, 
old wound from co-dominant stem failure S face 
100 American elm 33 inches One-sided west with crown over street, small dead 
branches. 
113 American elm 32.5 inches Co-dominant leaders, small dead branches

106 red oak 28 inches One sided to NW, small dead branches


middle west row

59 elm spp 8 inches Trunk wound 0-3’ Small dead branches, die back


central row

40 red oak 21 inches Natural lean S., small dead branches, some leaf infection, 
infestation 
110 American elm 32.5 inches Co-dominant leaders, one to N over street, small dead 
branches, old co-dominant leader failure with large wound, some deca, epicorms 

middle east row

9 red oak 19 inches Small dead branches

39 red oak 18 inches Dead branches, high live crown, poor branch distribution

53 American elm 24 inches Small dead and broken branches, trunk wound S face 0-2’

52 elm spp 2.5” Needs young tree structural pruning

121 sugar maple 32.5 inches Several dead and decaying branches on S side 
23 American elm 25.5 inches Prune to improve growing space for beech to E. and reduce 
crown weight over road N, leans N, mostly one-sided, large scaffold branch over street 

east row

37 American elm 32 inches Multiple leaders, small dead branches

51 Japanese zelkova 6.5” One sided with lean E.

90 American elm 24.5 inches Dead and broken branches

38 elm spp. 2.5 inches Needs young tree structural pruning

117 Japanese zelkova 5 inches Crown covering lamp post


HAZARD TREES


American elm

23, 42, 100, 110

red oak

40,121



BLOCK 11



TREES IN THE SOUTH PARK BLOCKS

 IDENTIFIED BY ARBORIST MORGAN HOLEN


 FOR PRUNING

BLOCK 12 ( between Main and Salmon)


west row

12 American elm 38.5 inches Advanced assessment -basal hollow with decay W face 
62 American elm 41.5 inches Dead and broken branches, epicorms


middle west row

25 American elm 29.5inches  Dead and decaying branches

153 American elm 26.5 inches Small dead branches


central row

124 American elm 43.5 inches Co-dominant leaders, one sided to S with crown weight 
over street, small dead branches , old trunk wound S face 0-6” Retain 

middle east row

125 Red oak 20” One sided with lean south , small dead branches, some leaf infection/
infestation 
17 American elm 35.5” Trunk wound SW face 0-4”, other trunk wounds and hollows in scaffold 
branches at previous failures, warrants aerial.

68 American elm 15.5 Small dead branches

15 American elm 30.5 Previous scaffold branch failure at 24” S side at juncture of 
remaining leaders, warrants aerial 

east row

154 red oak 28 inches. Retain. Leans E to street dead and broken branches. 
16 red oak 23 inches 26 degree lean E, branches extend over street to building (viable) 
optional  

HAZARD TREES

1 American elm

124


3 Red Oaks

16, 125, 154,


AERIAL ASSESSMENT (likely hazard trees)


American Elms (3)

12, 17,15






 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



City Council Meeting - Wednesday, December 8, 2021 9:30 a.m.

Agenda No. First Name Last Name Zip Code
863 Catherine Thompson 97201




