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Property Name: Jefferson Substation
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State & County: OREGON, Multnomah

Date Received: Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List:
7/16/2019 8/9/2019 8/26/2019 8/30/2019

Reference number: OT80003368
Nominator:

Reason For Review:

Accept X Return Reject 8/30/2019  Date

Abstract/Summary The removal request is being returned as this point.

Comments: As the building project is currently ongoing it is premature to consider the removal request at
this time. The focus of the "preservation" aspects of the rehabilitation project appear to be
in line with maintaining the historic character of the exterior elements of the building. The
project, however, appears to treat the interior of the building and its significant structural
characteristics in a much less compatible manner with the complete gutting and removal of
all elements of the interior of 1925 addition (save for the front elevation) and the removal of
major components of the 1909 building (concrete floors, structural cross beams, brick wall
infill), which are essential to the significant structural engineering of the original Kahn
System design. While the exterior facades and overall building form may still convey how
the utility company sought to integrate their utilitarian infrastructure into the city's commercial
architectural fabric, as a unique property type (substation) the building's original interior
design and structural system were significant character defining elements.

At the completion of the ongoing work reconsideration of the delisting request would be
highly appropriate and strongly recommended. Continued eligibility will be dependent on the
final condition of the historic fabric and character of the property and its important character-
defining elements and whether the completed work serves to compatibly rehabilitate or
reconstruct important exterior, interior and structural elements or only serves to retain
minimal facade elements devoid of context.
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If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the
National Park Service.



