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Who we are 
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Guiding policies
● Open Data and Data Governance (2017)

○ Develop a program for increasing publication, open access, and widespread sharing of data.
○ Ordinance and Exhibit A as single link

● Smart City PDX Priorities Framework (2018)
○ Recognize technology advancement benefits are not accessible by all due to existing disparities and 

inequities driven by racism and other systems of discrimination. Data collection and technology can 
also create new harms. 

○ Resolution and Exhibit A
● Privacy and Information Protection Principles (2019)

○ Seven principles to guide all City staff to protect privacy when managing data. Direction to work with 
Office of Equity and Human Rights to create more robust privacy policies. 

○ Resolution and Exhibits
● Face Recognition Bans (2020)

○ Ban the use of face recognition by the City and private entities in places of public accommodation. 
Developed using participatory practices with communities and led with protection of Black, 
Indigenous, and people of color communities. 

○ Ordinance to prohibit City acquisition and use
○ Ordinance to prohibit use by private entities in places of public accommodation
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https://www.portlandoregon.gov/cbo/article/636448
https://www.dropbox.com/s/z57ozgkl9mv8isg/City%20Auditor%20-%20City%20Recorder%20-%20Council%20Resolutions%20-%2037371%20Establish%20a%20Priorities%20Framework.PDF?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7n08xf1c0n638la/scpdx_priorities_framework_resolution_exhibit_a_FINAL_AMENDED.pdf?dl=0
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5967c18bff7c50a0244ff42c/t/5f05407c72537227a9dfa1aa/1594179710478/Council+Resolutions+-+37437+Establish+Privacy+and+Information+Protection+Principles.PDF
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5967c18bff7c50a0244ff42c/t/5f0540a4e52cfa1d1d6f17ea/1594179756024/37437E%7E1.PDF
https://efiles.portlandoregon.gov/Record/13945278/
https://efiles.portlandoregon.gov/Record/13945283/


Challenges

● City of Portland needs new processes and inclusive structures to address 
growing power imbalances around data and technology. 

● Technology and data policymaking can be reactive and unaccountable to 
communities experiencing the greatest harms because:
○ Speed: Rapid changes in technology require that cities can adapt, innovate, learn quickly
○ Lack of structure: Data and technology policymaking and programs dispersed across multiple 

bureaus
○ Transparency: Hard for Portlanders to see how and where technology policy and program 

decisions are made
○ Inclusion: Equity requires communities most impacted play a leading role, but they are under-

represented and under-resourced. 
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Given these challenges….

● How do we ensure that technological advancement is not harming our 
communities, but instead used to create thriving communities? 

● How do we bring communities to the forefront of this work, so that THEY are 
able to define what thriving communities look like through digital justice 
policies?
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Smart City PDX Digital Justice Work Plan 

6



Priorities for Fiscal Year 2021-2022

1. Surveillance technology policy
Develop a comprehensive policy for the City’s use of surveillance technologies. Hope to bring this 
policy to City Council in 2022.

2. American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Data and Equity Strategy 
Partner with the Office of Management and Finance and the Office of Equity to design full lifecycle 
data management and equity outcome guidelines for ARPA project data, starting with 27 projects 
totaling $104m.

3. Open Data
Design a new open data pipeline, portal and dashboard for launch in 2022.

4. Community Leads Cohort
Contract with four community leaders to create intentional and collaborative decision-making 
space for communities to work with the City on data and technology related decisions, and to 
support digital justice.

7


	Smart City PDX Overview
	Who we are 
	Guiding policies
	Challenges
	Given these challenges….
	Smart City PDX Digital Justice Work Plan 
	Priorities for Fiscal Year 2021-2022

