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1. Community-supported park design

2. Opportunities for all ages and 
abilities

3. Understand, respect, and reflect 
nuanced history

4. Protect and enhance trees into the 
future

Project Goals
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5. Integration of future Green Loop and 
safety for all

6. Account for adjacent uses and 
development trends

7. Reflect the capacities, resources, and 
strengths of the many stewards of 
the South Park Blocks

Project Goals continued…
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History of Portland Settlement and the South Park Blocks
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Developed Park History and Change over Time
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1. Spatial organization with 12 blocks forming 
a linear park

2. Sequence of focal points and gathering 
areas

3. Balance of hardscape plaza spaces and 
planting areas

4. Grid-arrangement of trees and mature 
canopy

5. North-south focused circulation patterns

Character-Defining Park Features
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• 8 at-large community representatives, 
including nearby residents

• Downtown Neighborhood Association
• Friends of the South Park Blocks
• Native American Community Advisory 

Council and PSU Indigenous Nations Studies
• Oregon Historical Society
• Portland’5
• Portland Art Museum
• Portland Business Alliance
• Portland Farmers Market
• Portland Parks Board

Community and Technical Advisors
• PP&R Urban Forestry, Land Stewardship, 

Special Events, Park Rangers, Capital Project 
Managers, and Professional Park Repair and 
Maintenance

• Regional Arts and Culture Council
• PSU Planning and Maintenance
• TriMet and Portland Streetcar
• Portland…

– Bureau of Transportation
– Bureau of Planning and Sustainability
– Bureau of Development Services
– Bureau of Environmental Services
– Community Safety Team
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• 7 Community Advisory Committee Meetings
• Walking Tours and Concept Development Workshop

• 4 Focus Groups and Tabling at Events

• 75+ Stakeholder and Community Group Briefings

• 3 Community Gatherings and Comment Reports

– 150 participants - Party in the Park

– 250 participants - PSU Farmers Market Community 
Booth and Open House event 

– SPB project web page received over 15,000 views

– 1050 visits – Virtual Open House

• 105 Lawn Signs in Spanish and English

Community Engagement
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• More native plantings and habitat; cultural performances; 
additional, more diverse public art; places for rest and 
quiet; live music; community event space

• Safety and accessibility as major priorities for 
improvement

• Preference for Central Promenade concept, support for 
more group/family seating as well as connected gathering 
and event spaces

• Favor for more tree species diversity with elms prioritized 
around Central Promenade

• Contrasting opinions about the Green Loop, trees, and 
historic considerations

• Strong support from CAC members with one opposed

What We Heard:
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• Pathways rehabilitated over time to 
be more accessible

• Existing art and fountains refurbished

• Native planting opportunities for 
trees and understory

• Locations for rotating art exhibits at 
Block 5

• Green Loop shared use path 

University District Recommendations
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• Existing art refurbished and surfaces 
rehabilitated

• Modified benches promoting more 
social interaction

• Central planters relocated and central 
trees replanted in different locations

• Green Loop path replaces parking and 
sidewalk along edge of park

Cultural District Recommendations
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• A long-term guide for replacing trees after 
existing ones reach the end of their life spans

• Balances goals for improving the growing 
conditions and resiliency of the urban forest 
while maintaining historic character of the 
trees

• More detailed design will work towards 
preventing removal and optimizing additional 
planting locations

Tree Succession Strategy
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EXISTING
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PROPOSED
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• A small amount of public benefit 
funding is available for Block 8

• Recommended projects will go on the 
PP&R Capital Improvement Project 
List that is prioritized with an equity 
lens

• Implementation will be phased over 
time; recommendations made for 
efficiency and cost savings

Phased Implementation:
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• For planning purposes, acceptance of 
the master plan does not allocate 
these funds. 

• Low to high ranges for park 
improvements with combined 
estimates ranging from $23 to $47 
million

• Separate cost estimates for the Green 
Loop under $8 million

Cost Estimates:



PORTLANDPARKS.ORG    |   Commissioner Carmen Rubio   |   Director Adena Long

• Balance contemporary needs with maintaining 
historic, character-defining features 

• Optimize opportunities for reconciliation and 
healing through the landscape and park features

• Promote inclusive design so each block meets or 
exceeds accessibility codes and standards

• Increase safety with improved sight lines to 
provide park users natural surveillance and 
features for passive use and activation

Community-influenced Directions:
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• Create opportunities for interaction and learning 
among different groups 

• Represent more diverse cultural histories and 
identities in art, landscaping, and other park 
features

• Prioritize pedestrian and bicycle safety through 
incorporation of Green Loop facilities

• Provide elements to unify all 12 blocks while 
acknowledging and supporting the different 
histories, functions, and needs

Community-influenced Directions continued…



PORTLANDPARKS.ORG    |   Commissioner Carmen Rubio   |   Director Adena Long

Thank you!
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