
I. L9A; Meeting - March 22 1934. 

The meeting was called to order a.t 8 p.m. Six new membeT d 
l'"::Jre initiated into ILA local. Ti1ere vier(; four doleg:;1. tes fru i .. 
the unemployed league, ·chey a ll 111..."'.. do a s ~: oc..ch a.nd a. Ur.Ryan J.n 
G X longshoreman anc'.t a !.Ir. 1:'la.lk.:ir; they stated they had 30,000 
~on to holp th0 striker s , that they could place fiva men deep 
the length of the 1::aterfrcnt and that there \"IOUld be no scabing _. 
I did I nt get the na41es of the o·cher tvio men ( toe much noise) 
They 0 lso stated that they v:ere all willing to fig:1t for the 
cause J.nd vvould fight to the fini sh. Mr. Walker told the ILA 
members to hunt their stool pigeons and dec, l \"ii th them severely. 
There ,·:a.e a nother ma n sent as a deleg2~te from some organization , 
I could 1nt heur the name. He stated they had 70,000 men organized 
c:l nd vrnre behind the !LA strikers., a nd t~12. t they ·nare behind 
Mooney and the. t just no',J they ;:.1ero norking on ~a.se cf .1 sailor 
who is being depo:rted ba.ck to the old coun'cry. He stJ.ted th,1t 
their organization ,.,as :..11 over the world. The loo'.:'.l members 
voted unanimously to arbitrate for two weeks and if their cemands 
were not forthcomin& by then thsy would hang the hook. There 
was a man pre 3ent from C :. lifornia. He is going to open a/school 
to teach N~ I~R;A. , he talked quite a bit on section 7A of N~~;A • 
Too much noise I could not hear much of his S'l')eech but he said 
he ~as going to teach unionism. Peabody, Secret~ry of local 
ILA stated he discovered .:::. t the CWA\ workers em~:loyment bureau 
ev idenc c :.here they 1--;ere using Government money to f 1ght the str ikc 
with, also where they were hiring CWA worker~to scab on longshore ·· 
men. They sent a telegTac to Hr.Ryan Ne·,7 York, and Wagner at 
Washington n.c~ also to Secretary of L3.bor Berkins to t:1at effect. 
The longshoremen ai·e a 11 organized in squads of ll men for picket 
service. The heads of eac:1 Qquad ·:.ere tcld to keep their r.1en 
in readiness at any tiuie. The hall ·i:ae jammed ~.-.-1th long.;,horemen. 
They claim that the employers are ~rying to stick a sliver in 
t heir brain by false reports that this ~ni too.t union has busted 
up or sold out but for the men not to pay a ny attention to them. 
The longshoremen seer.-1ed very much dis ::.:;appointed on ac ..;ount of the 
postponement of the strike, they ~ere all raring to strike. It 
lo cks like plenty of trouble ahead on the .1aterfront, Hr.Anderson 
of the Labor Council sent do 7m two letter~0~*.ating that they were 
1oofo behind the strike. They seem to ~ve7fait~ in Bjorklund 
froo Tacoma and they have decided to name delegate □ for every move 
they iJd.ke. This motion was'nt passed and they decided to put it 
u i:; before the executives board. The ,:1eeting adjourned at 11 p. m. 
It was a very noisy house. 



REPORT ON ILA i·11EET ING APR IL 5 1934. 

Meeting called to order at 8:25 p.m. Three rew ~embers initiated, 
all strangers on the Portland waterfront but described by their 
sponsors as militant fighting brotl1-:;rs; The cocu1.unist speaters 

- domina.tod the meeting. A Hr. Walker an organizer for the COiI.i:·1Uniet 
party made a very fiery speech in which he stated, himself and all 
the communists in every port in the world are behind the longshore
men in their class strug61e and would fight to a finish for them. 
Ho said that the demonstration in front of the Employers hall was 
just a sample oi their solidarity, They art goin~ to appoint a 
committee to protest to Chief Lawson and Mayor Carson against the 
arrest of their banner carriers. Operative t~lked to many con-
servative longshcremen who are disgusted with the meeting; they 
all voiced the cpinion that instead cf meeting in the Labor Temple 
they should hold meetings in the Park blocks. One ILA member 
eta ted tc a group "We arc net interested in co1nr.~unism, wha. t we 
"v78.nt is recognition of our unionn. The Union is badly split and 
it is nov-1 in control of radicals who are not employed as longshcreme:~ 
The waterfront Employers can anticipate trouble as the r:=:..dicals are 
going to strike, a resolution wao put through to have a special 
meeting Sunday at 2 P.M: and wire all Columbia River and Nort~1ern 
ports to have delegates present. Mr.Bjorklund ,1ho had left the 
S :.n Francisco meeting is going to be ordered to n.p1:ear J,,~d show 
c~uoe why he disreg~rded hio instructions of closed shop ~1.00 ~nd 
$1.50 per hour, ~nd ~hy he did not issue the otriko call when he 
did not get v;ha t he ,_-.-as ins true ted to ask for. The radicals are 
all against Bjorklund. A telegram was read from Jack Ahern, Port-
land delegate in which he stated "nothing is settled defina tely 
but have basis to w·ork on, Looko very favorable, Dont pay any 
attention to employers propoganda!1• lllir.Hat Me2.he..n, ex busineoa agent 
got the floor and stated it locks like we ,vere sold out in Frioco 
but the Columbia River and all northern ports will stand shoulder to 
shoulder. He stated we voted to strike for recognition, our own 
system of hiring and we ':iont accept anything else. He so.id a certain 
employer told him that they could h.:t ve a desk in the hall and a voice 
in the dispatching but he stu ted th.at they would be awful suckers to 
fall for that o.s the employers nould ha.ve every ILA members out of 
the hall in less;th:..1..n one yec"r• It ':,ras stated tha.t Holman chf the 
ILA in San Frn~cisco had received several phone calls telling him 
he would be planted c.'-mong the daisies if 11e did not change his 
attitude. Adams, Portland delegate to Frisco stated tbat if the 
Employers of Portland wished to fight they vrould give them plenty, 
He said Frisco and Pedro c~n go to hell as we wont accept aey of 
their terms, he stated we have the support of the unemployed le~gue 
the M8-rine Industrial Workers Union and we will. hJ..ve fig:1ting, , 
militant pickets by the thousands on the Columbia River. The fact 
finding com~ittee \ms critized by sever~l spe~kers, they claim they 
are dominated by the employers and agli.nst the -~7orkera. The meeting 
broke up and col lee ted in gxoups. It v1as eta ted on every side tha. t 
President Davis of the v.::1.terfront Employers told them in the 
Oregonian that they had not gained anything and ,;;ould not get any
thing as they had to accept the present setup. Operative talked 
to several radicals:i who stated tho Per tland longshoremen wore vieak 
kneed c1nd had to have a fighting orgo.niza tion like the Marine 
Industrial WoICkcrs Union behind them to sho·.-; theo the way. One 
radical told operative tb:~t they have a majority of their ii'lembere 
in every crew of every veasel touching this port ~nd they would 
tie up o,11 shipping as soon o.s the strike wns c:;.l.led. 



REPORT ON IL; 2.IBETING APRIL 12 1934 

Meeting called to order at 8:30 p,m. ap~roxima tely 600 presert . 
Thieee new members initiated, they are from car gangs on one of -~te 
terminals. T,10 speakers from the Communist party v1ere intro due E-, d 
who 11Rde a very strong plea . for support from the longshoremen i r~ 
their fight to prevent the deportation of Mx. Baer to Germany. The·J 
claim ho is being railroaded on ac.=;ount of his activity in behslf 
of the working class. Another speaker made a stron2, talk for finan
cial assistance for Mr. Gust Anderson in his CcJ..ndidaoy for Stc1.te 
Labor Commio:doner. The local went on record to contribute to·.1ard.o 
it. Mr. Peterzion from S.:..n Pedro wao 3; i ve n the floor and he ma de ·; 
very lenGthy talk on the n.e i-r deal; he oa.id San Fransisco and San 
Pedro considered that they had ·:,on the principle point ,,hen the 
employers agreed to deal v,i th and recognize the ILA and the e1:,.'lpl0yJ :i ,. 
in all other ports had to follo~ suit; he advised the union men 
in Portland to put up a union labor com,::ittee and cast a solid bal. ·. ~-r 
f or this oomr.1ittee :,nd when '!,7C are dca ling with the employers '.7C 
nill so on eliminate all slave driving tactics of t~1c employers and 
nnke o ondi tions so good for the men that non union men '.7ill come 
into the fold of their own free ~ill a nd in a short time we ~ill 
have a 100% organization on the Pacific coast and \7hile \76 112.ve 
gained recognition we still have the right to strike anytime rre wi:ah 
an d. -rrhcn vie do strike we 1i1ill go out as a unit on the Coast. Ho 
sc1 id the first thing for tho committee to put ovGr r.ras to stop dock 
men from doing longshorc work, he sta tod all c ..=., r unloading vro.s 
longshor0mcns 1 ~ork c1nd he sa id ei ght men is a hold gang at all 
times; he also said vg-e must •fight ~o llave our re ~.::esentc1 tive in the 
off ice to pr event the fink dispatc :1ers from discrimin:.1.ting ag:. inst 
active union brothers. Peterson ha s been trc.ined as u lawyer ~nd 
mi:. kes c. very good speech. He receive ;:: quite an ovJ, tion o. t the con
clusion of hie talk. Three delego.tes from Se~ttle s~id Judge 
Reynolds will be 1n Portl:md Mond :.y April 16th. One of tho clel
ogu.te 3 s tated thn.t the Judge \'7aS V8ry favorable to labor as he '.';atche ,~. 
th0 hiring on tho waterfront of Frisco one morning at 6 a.m. He 
quoted the Judge as stating it ·::as dia;raceful as policemen ·,rere 
movi ng men along at the Ferry Building. The delega tea also eta ted 
t hey ·,,ere going to fight in Seattlt to eliminate the four hirii:ig 
halls and place all longshoremen in one hall. All Columbi~ Rlver 
;_)orts r epor·ted that they will have delegates here on I.iOnC:.ay to meet 
Judge Reynolds. Peterson stn.tcd he nould stay aer and present t heir 
case to the Judge. T~1ey are very confident they ·i1ill \-rin ever ything 
except .,cheir own hall, but they expect to get t:1at in a shcl't time. 
One member of the executi vc board stated the employers have rene';7ed 
their lease on the hall and stated it would r.1ake a good gear locker 
for the stevedores. The meeting was the only orderly meeting ever 
held as thv door ~1a.n had inst ::. uctions to keep out all drunks. The 
executive board is meeting in secret session Sunday at 2 p.m. to 
malrn plans for the election and to draw up wri ttcn demands t> submit 
to Judge Roynolds. 




