ATTACHMENT A

17.32.055  Maintenance of Sewer Systems

A. Definitions.  As used in this Section, the following definitions apply (see Figure 1 below):


1. “Building Sewer” means a private conduit extending from the plumbing system of a building to a sewer service lateral or public sewer.


2. “Common Private Sewer System” means that portion of a building sewer that:

a. is not owned by the City of Portland

b. is used for draining more than one building under different ownership; and

c. conveys the discharge to a sewer service lateral, public sewer, private sewage disposal system, or other point of disposal.


3. “Private Sewer Service Lateral” means a sewer service lateral that::

a. is designated by the City Engineer as “private” when it is permitted by the City, constructed by the property owner, and approved by the City,

b. is not accepted by the City as a public facility, and

c. remains the responsibility of the property owner it serves.


4. “Projected Future Curbline” means:

a. the designated location of the curbline on city plans for street construction; or

b. the location of the future curbline based on an assumed future street width of 28 feet centered in the public right-of way; or

c. the edge of the right-of-way if it is less than 28 feet wide.

5. “Public Right-of Way” means the area within the confines of a dedicated public street, an easement owned by the City, or other area dedicated for public use for streets or public utility facilities.


6. “Public Sewer” means all pipes, manholes, and other appurtenances constructed by the City’s Bureau of Environmental Services, or permitted under a public works permit and accepted by the City’s Bureau of Environmental Services, for collecting and transporting sewage received from sewer service laterals and common private sewer systems. 


7. “Public Sewer Easement” means a grant of the right by a property owner to the City to use a strip of land for placement and maintenance of public sewer facilities.


8.  “Sewer Service Lateral” means the portion of a conduit that:

a. is located in a public right-of-way; 

b. extends from a public sewer to the curbline, or projected future curbline if no curb exists;

c. receives the discharge from a building sewer or common private sewer system; and

d. is not a common private sewer system.


9. “Wye-Head” means the connection between a public sewer and a sewer service lateral, a building sewer, or a common private sewer system.


B. Maintenance of Sewer Systems


1. Commencing on (effective date of Ordinance No. _____), the City assumes responsibility for inspection, maintenance, and repair of:

a. Sewer service laterals, unless the BES Chief Engineer finds there is evidence that the lateral:

1). was not constructed legally, or

2). was constructed as a private sewer service lateral.

b. Wye-heads that are located within easements.

2. City’s assumption of responsibility for inspection, maintenance, and repair of public sewers, sewer service laterals and wye-heads is subject to the City’s annual budget appropriation and shall be limited to the level of service dictated by the City Council’s discretionary budget decision. The City assumes no responsibility for activities requiring a level of inspection, maintenance, or repair in excess of the level for which funds have been appropriated.


3. Property owners remain responsible for inspection, maintenance, and repair of building sewers.  In addition to complying with requirements imposed elsewhere in the City Code or state law, property owners shall meet the following requirements: 

a. If any portion of a building sewer extends into a public right-of-way, the property owner shall obtain a permit pursuant to PCC § 17.24.010 before performing work within the right-of-way.

b. Except while making minor repairs to existing non-conductive, unlocatable facilities, a property owner burying non-conductive, unlocatable facilities within a public right-of-way or utility easement shall place a tracer wire or other similar conductive marking tape or device with the facility to allow for later location and marking. Marking materials shall be installed in accordance with standards contained in the permit authorizing work within the public right-of-way.


4. Responsibility for inspection, maintenance, and repair of common private sewer systems is defined in Chapter 25.08, “Repair of Private Sewer Systems Involving More Than One Property.”

Figure 1 (Section 17.32.055)
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