ORDINANCE No.  176922
Amend City Code to codify responsibility for maintenance of sewer service laterals  (Ordinance; repeal Resolution No. 33968 and add Code Section 17.32.055)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1.
The Council finds:

1. Resolution 33968, adopted November 1, 1985, requires proof of legal connection for all commercial and industrial buildings, and all single family residences built after 1905, in order for the city to take responsibility for inspection, maintenance, and repair of a public sewer service lateral.  Single family residences built before 1906 are exempt.


2. City records can be unreliable, especially the further they go back in time.  The requirement for proof of connection can result in time-consuming research, and has led the Bureau of Environmental Services (BES) to refuse responsibility for maintenance of a sewer service lateral even if other facts point to a legal connection, simply because the record of connection could not be found.

3. To provide more efficient customer service, the city should take responsibility for inspection, maintenance, and repair of sewer service laterals unless there is clear evidence that the lateral was not connected legally or was constructed as a private lateral.

NOW, THEREFORE, the council directs:


a.
This ordinance repeals Resolution No. 33968.

b. Add City Code Section 17.32.055, a copy of which is attached as Attachment A;

c. The change in policy implemented by this ordinance shall apply to maintenance activities taking place after the ordinance’s effective date, but shall have no retroactive application. Any privately financed lateral maintenance under way at the time this ordinance takes effect shall be completed at private expense.

Adopted by the Council,  SEP 25 2002




  GARY BLACKMER
Commissioner Dan Saltzman



Auditor of the City of Portland








By  /S/  Susan Parsons
Linda Dartsch - B310

August 5, 2002
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14572050 - ord 
BACKING SHEET INFORMATION

AGENDA NO.   1135, 1159-2002

ACTION TAKEN:

SEP 18 2002 PASSED TO SECOND READING SEP 25 2002 9:30 A.M.
ORDINANCE/RESOLUTION/COUNCIL DOCUMENT NO.   176922
	COMMISSIONERS VOTED AS FOLLOWS:

	
	YEAS
	NAYS

	FRANCESCONI
	X
	

	POSITION 4 VACANT
	-----
	-----

	SALTZMAN
	X
	

	STEN
	X
	

	KATZ
	X
	








