
D R A F T 

TO: Fl le 

FROM: Reed Swenson 

SUBJECT: Buckman Community Action Committee Meeting 

DATE: June 10, 1969 

An Informal meeting was called this morning at 10:00 A.M. by representatives 

of the Buckman Ac t ion Conmlttee concerning t heir plans In connection with the 

Washington High School expansion . 

In attendance were: Dick Mastbrook, Bob Rising, Ron Saylor, Sandy Wallingford, 

Jeanne Searls, Charles Landskroner (HAP) , Ernie Wiley , Wayne Johnson, and Reed 

Swenson. 

The Portland School District Is applying for funds under the Open Space Program, 

to be used for the purchase of Blocks 300 and 301, directly south of the school. 

A decision is anticipated by July 1. 

In the event these funds do not become available, then the Committee would like 

to include in the NOP application a request for an action grant to purchase five 

of the perimeter blocks, which would be Blocks 262, 281, 300, 301 and 302. If 

they are successful in this application, It would be their intention to Im­

mediately convert this to open space. 

The remaining perimeter blocks that were discussed are numbers 259 and 284, of 

which the School District already owns a major portion; Block 299 which Is 

owned by Kienow•s Stores; and an additional block, number 321, which wou Id 

tie the WJshington Sigh School expansion directly into the Buckman Public 

School. 

Block 321 is owned by an indi vidual . and tbere is only one residential structure 

still standing. All the rest of the lots have been cleared, By the grapevine , 

it has been reported that Pacific Northwest Bell has had plans for some time 
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to purchase this property for a major Southeast communications center and had 

offered the absentee owner $300,000; and it was further indicated that she had 

placed a value of $500 ,000 on the property . 

In line with possible acquisition of the above perimeter blocks, the Committee 

asked how the mechanics of relocation s hould be handled, and the PDC and HAP 

representatives gave them answers t hat appeared to be very satisfactory to the 

Comnlttee. 

Bob Rising referred to some of the original thoughts in the development of a 

Buckman NOP application and particularly to an apartment-type 11greenway 11 , 

running from Hawthorne to Burnside and 12th to 13th. He pointed out that this 

would act as an ideal residential buffer between the district directly to the 

west, which they felt should be re-zoned for commercial development , and the 

Buckman district to the east, which could be primarily residential In nature. 

He also pointed out that while the perimeter blocks might now be qualified for 

acquisition under Open Space, these could at a future date be traded for 

certain other blocks within' the Buckman area so that the Committee would not 

be restricted to their intended use under the present acquisition program. 



BOOKMAN AC 'fICJI Cf;l\f'D~R 
1401 So E 0 Belnont Sto 
Portln:rd, Oregon 97214 

MFF.TING NOTICE 

Bwkman Action Cen-oor 

For final ~iw or the Area Cerrtific&tion by 

the N~ighborhood Renre~~ntative~ a~ diiscue~ad 

The te1~phoo11 survey will have been compl0tod 

':',y ti-is ti 11e &UJ td.11 t.he Southe~!!lt Upli.ft 0s 

&l aoproval t.J,e actual UTitine cf tha 

description will be done i~~ediatslyo 



In Attendnnca, 

Rob Ris5.ng 
Hal Lam<l'il 
Oo Wo ~orens3n 
MG.rga:ret Hintz 
Mabel Ca't1pbe11 
Colleen Robertson 
Cl.a.ire O:r-een 
Carl Mclean 
Choster WrEltSBCAk 
Die k Mast.brook 
Jeanne f.-earla 
Orville 1i leen 
John Chtr~k 
Arlene Gould 

i31~Kl~N 
ffiOJEC'? AW.A C(jMMITIBE 

Mft7.TING 

RECEIVED 
1 

- ,~· 
7 I l L DA TE 

SOUTHEAST • UPLIFT 

'llie mefltin~ was cn1 lP-d t o order b,, Bob Risinge ~h,l1 ,:'fflllno 'lhc results ot a 
. 'OOle ptone poll or homs"'mers in the proposed Certified Area were read, a.a 
foll ows a 

Total r1umber of owner nccunanta or one to tour unit devellin"'S = 73 
'·lu'llbnr ~-Ii trnut ohones 28 
Number thnt could not be reached 15 
Total r.umber polled 30 
l1umber who refused to ammer 6. 
Mumber against propoeed program ) 
Humber in favor or proposed program 21 

Mro Rising rerdnded tile group that at tire December 9 meeting a motion had 
been paseed tn recommer.d aceeptance ot a certified area program subj ec t t~, 
a ravorabln result of U:Je teletilone poll ot homeowners and a possible change 
in aren boundaries~ 

Mr. ~ 1.' :~t described tlie Area Certification program,, Tue City will certify 
to HUD that 30% or ownercooccu!)ied one to four ra~ily dwellings in the area 
are hP.low City code1 that. the area is due to~' other urbon renewal programs 
witrin three years \NDP), nnd that area reaicier.ts want the program.!> Certified 
Area funrts can be us~d only for rchn~ilitat ion, not for plannine, acquiaitioni 
parks, Ptc,, Participation in thP. ororrcri is on a voluntary baaia,, A letter= 
brochurP. exphi""ir.r tre Ce,,t:t.«i111d A:t .. :<il t'J":Ct!l'im and how to take advartage of 
it ~rill be distributed to potentially eligible hom~,nnera as eoon as possible 
after exi:toution of tliP. nl"Ogra~ and also each ti~e therP. 1s a code inspectien 
of tl-eir nroperty() this infl)rmation will be made available to other area 
rPsider-ta on requesto 'lh• Portland Develop,ent Co"11!11seion will furnish tree 
technical assistance to ht>iteownPra, rP.ll'>ing tl'>f!"l finc'I out what uork r.eeda to 
bP. don~ to brin~ tr<"ir dwellinr, U"'l tn code., hou !ffllCh it will coat, how to 
~t atl'J'!e .fol:'io;otn~~op-, ern.,,t ::l".id/or l0c1r., m.r-~ hr,u to ~et ~he t-mr~< done properly 
and at reasnr.n1·le Cfl8 t,0 A C'-'rtified Area !)rop:r~':l would ":Ot interr"'re with 

. hnvinr ,- !leirhl,orl-·oo~ DevP-lonnent Progra.l!l \1. ieh would inolude the Certified 
P.rogrn~ tou8P.8o POWf::v~r, dwllinga would be eligible for rehab111tntion 
under only one progra!ll· and· the number rehabilitated would be daduoted from 
the numb"r below code in t.he NDP areao 'lhe number below code is so great in 
thf' Bu.ck'rtan area that the oercentage would etill more than quality tor 'NDPo 



lbere·w.s dieouosion of the irnJ)l:1t, of rel-abilita.tion of 01-mer◄ceupied 
property on the neir,hborhood us a wholeo Since all property would be ins~ted 
for code violations, there would bP- pre~Sl''t'e on ab!'fflntee landlords to bring 
tJirir property u,, ti') coCk, o»."' nll t• soffl8ona wh• wouldo Si.me rehabilitatill)k'l 
would stabilize the area as n-.~idential, e'Peculatnrs would notc,>mider property 
wor ?Ji keeninri: nnd would aell at a reu,onable price for roeid&"l tia.1 useo 
Mr.; Rising asked it the city eaw active efforts tt.t rehabil:1.tation would city 
services to the area t.snd to i'llprove? Mr,, Lawwill annw~red 9 e"ltphatteally / :,ea,,00 

'lber~ was diecusaion or tt·e exnerlence of Albina with a Certified Area programo 
'Iherr. S25 living uni ts wPre i'nproved vi~ funds divided about 50/50 between 
leans an~ granteo In AlQina trP- average grant was $1,27~9 t~e averaee loan $1,7000 
UnderatructurP- was a trpquent snurce of code violRtiono Questiong If sonP.one 
doea not keep up payments, is Albina "intro real eatat.e businesso~ Anawer, 
:Wans are insured by the Federal Oovernmento Although iiany low inco·ne people 
cannot get coventional loans, there l'las been only one delinquency in Albina, 
and that was b7 !'datake and ie now up to date" Many families financed their 
a.ft i~prnve'll8nts, evP-n tJlough they could ha-vr. gotten loanso 

There waa discussion of the 1'!1portance or keepinP. the group active to provide 
a cr,r;r.iunitv voice on matters of zoning, planning, et.co 

'1'he pood,,,:?,~ inclusion of the blocks bf>tweftn 16th and 17th trom Taill.or to a 
half bJ,.-e:!c 2'hort er Hathorne was discmraed"' Mro La.will shO'fllred by meana et 
~ ~~P t.liat t}',eae blooke contain very rev owner=eccupied dm!Jllinge., and t.tt,y 
ern in ~,retty gnod condition.., Mreo Sf'arls r,:~de a !llO'ticn to N@0!!:!11end a 
C0rt1ffod Ar-,a. pi .. egram for area trom Belmont to 11 halt block short of HawthorntJ 
an<l i'ro:i u. half' block :short of 112th to l6tJ1, Mr0 McLean soooooed the moti~n, 
arrl it was p:u,i;jec:J, 

Mro Sor~nnsn also stated that .he f',elt ~l-ia.t long term planning wae an &bsolute 
neoessit.,y, '-'!r~ Rising anSWftred that \wile 't.t1PN wei-e no funds for p'lanning 
1n an Area Certifiea.tion ProR:trn"'I then, woi.tld be lawr ,m(Jer NDPo Al't!n f'J'i;.'t 
planning ·IBxpertiae was ava.ilablec, S.,' ,eral arehi u.iet;,etc f} are ir1tere~,r,(1 in 
werking vi th the ·t:ootfflitteo on a volunteer b•sia., Mr•,,. Stanuieh_p ~l1 arehiwct,. 
and Bob Lindh or the Pbnning CommisrJion, ~#.Ve vo'i!unt,eti:i'edo He aeiked L· tht'l 
the <1ommittee wished to work: toward gett.1ng ide~s on paper? Mr., f-orer.snn 
~ to p,et started on planning, Father G}wster ileeonded 9 motion passed,, 
Diecuseion that thia would give a cha.nee 1.o tldnk without ~!!U1"9» keep the 
group teget.her i and benef'i t Ule community,, 

'Ilmn, 11ms dist~uedon of cod~e~ Mr'-' tmNi.11 eiaid there were two diffm"'!int 
eodwiS to ba consid~rad g '!lie building coda which Apolies to new constru~tion; 
and thfi houeing code 9 which apulit'.!8 to existing st.ructuree.., 

Mro Ris1 r.r, eaid t,ha.t tile Corrmttte-& would rne0t again soon art.er the r:tr.!'Jt ot 
the y\!tal » probab'ly the second week in Janua.ryo 

Meeti nr, adjourned a 




