
I' ORDINANCE" NO. · :l4.99G4 

An Ord·inance amending Title.33, Planning and Zoning, of the Code of the City 
of Portland, .O~egon, by amending Chapter 33.74 to regulate signs on 
recently annexed property, and declaring an emergency. 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section l. The Council finds: 

1. Section 33.24.0~0, Signboard Control Zone, Termination of Non-Conforming 
Signs, provides in part, as follows: 

"(a) A sign, signboard or symbol existing at the tfo1e the area is included 
in an S Zone, which is not allowed without approval under the provisions 
of section 33.74.030 or is not specially approved under section 33.74.040, 
shall not be continued longer than ten years from the effective date of 
inclusion in an S Zone. 11 

2. This section provides a ten year grace period for non-conforming signs 
to which the S Zone is appli9d. · Outdoor advertising signs are prohibited 
in the S Zones. 

3. Surrounding counties also regulate outdoor advertising signs and some have 
established time periods for amortization and removal of these signs. 

4, Signs being annexed to the city which by City Code are prohibited and which 
under prior zoning were prohibited, should be allowed a maximum of ten 
years grace period to exist as non-conforming signs. 

5. Whereas~ existing code would permit ten additional years.for the life of 
these signs, the grace period enjoyed prior to annexation should be taken 
into account. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. Title 33, Planning and Zoning, of the Code of the City of Portland, Oregon, 
hereby is amended by an amendment to Chapter 33.74 to be numbered and read 
as follows: 

"33.74.080 Termination of non-conformin9 si9ns. 
(a) A sign, signboard, or symbol existing at the time the area is included 
in an S zone, which is not allowed without approval under the provisions 
of Section 33.74.030 or is not specially ap roved under Section 33.74.040, 
exce t for si ns described in subsection (e hereof, shall not be continued 
longer than ten years .from the effective date of inclusion in an S zone. 11 

(b) If a sign, signboard or symbol within a~ S zone existed or was allowed 
under the provisions of Section 33.74.030, or if its continuance or erection 
was specially approved under the provisions of Section 33.74.040, and the 
sign review committee determines that in its opinion circumstances have 
permanently changed so that such sign~ signboard or symbol could be permitted 
if newly erected only with special approval under Section 33.74.040, then 
the sign review committee shall cause the owner of such sign to be notified 
of the changed conditions and the requirement of special approval. The owner 

··.may then request special approval for which no fee shall be required, or may 
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.remove the sign, signboard or symbol,. Such request shall be handled in the 
same manner as any other reque5t fc~, spccia-1 approva 1 ·under this chapter. 
Unl!ess such approval is requested and granted within five years after 
committee determination of changed circumstances, the •ShJn shall be removed, 
provided, howev,er, the ·committee may. extend such removal date for an addi
tional period not exceeding five years in case of special hardship.'!-· 

"(c) A sign, signboard or symbol within an S zone which is not within the 
provisions of Section 33.74.030 or 33.74.040 as a result of circumstances 
which t~e sign review comnittee finds have permanently changed shall be 
notified by the comnittee of such fact and shall not be continued longer 
than five years from the date of such notification, unless the sign review 
committee extends such time for not more than an additional five years in the 
case of special hardship. Such sign, signboard or symbol and the structure, 
supporting it, if any, shall be removed by the owner thereof." 

"(d) As soon as practicable after January 1, 1970, the sign review committee 
shall cause a survey to be made of non-conforming signs in S zones, and 
as soon as practicable after subsequent inclusion within an S zone of property, 
the committee shal 1 cause a survey to be made of nor1-conforming signs in such 
areas. If it appears that non-conforming signs ar~ subject to removal or 
special approval, the comnittee shall send to the owner of the property wher.e 
each non-conforming sign is located a written notice ca,l.Hng the attention 
of the owner to the date of inclusion of the property in a·n S zone and· the non-. 
conformance of the particular sign, with notice of the date of confofmance 
or removal. If the corrrnittee finds that the non-con:fiorming sign:?would be 

. permitted if specially approved, it shall advi~e the owner of the provisions 
.of this title relatirig to such approval. Additional notice shall be given 
at least six munths prior to the conformanceor removal date. Failurie to 
give the first notice shall not reli~ve the owner of the sign, signboard or 
symbol from the requirements of this title. Failure to give the six months 
notice, however, shall extend the time for removal an additional thirty days 
after notice by the committee or by the Bureau of Buildings that such sign must 
be removed. This extension prcivision, however, shall not apply to require
ments of this title for removal during 1969, or council extension.II· 

11 (e) Notwithstanding the ten year period mentioned in subsection (a) 
above, when the city creates an S zone on annexed land, an~ sign, signboard 
or symbol existing at the time of annexation by the city w ich: 

"(1) \\lould not be allowed without approval under the provisions of 
Section 33.74.030 or would not be specially approved under Section 
"3""3.74.040; and 

11 (2) was subject to removal within a specific period of time under 
the most recent prior zoning: 

"shall be perm"itted to remain only for a period of time equal to ten years, 
less the number of years it has been maintained since notice was first given 
that the sign would be subject to removal, under prior zoning. For example, 
if prior zoning made the sign, .signboard or symbol subject to removal in 
five years and three of those years had elapsed at the time of annexation 

;·. to the city, the sign, s i qn hoard , or symbo 1 wou 1 d be permitted to remain 
under the 11 S11 zone for seven more years, for a total <ii; ten years· prior,, to 

· .removal. In all other respects these signs, signboards and symbols would 
be subject to the subsections above. 11 
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ORDINANCE No. 149964 

Title 

An Ordinance amending title 33, 
Plannfog and Zoning!t ·of the Code 
of the City of Portland, Oregonby 
:aT(JeJ1CFffr§ • 5C~E;nli3~~@-':~ ~
µ;tgns·tQ.n ;i•ec'e.frtTy; \~ritLexed. ;pro P._e rt,X;-,. 
and declaring an emergency. 

Tij{JRSDAY · 

Filed JUN· 2 ?'o1980 

GEORGE YERl(OVJC.H_ 
Audit~_ythe CITY OF PQRTLAND 

~ ~.~ 

INTRODUCED BY 

· Mayor Conn:ie McCre°efdj ·;. 

-·· 
NOTED !ff THE CO~S~fO:NER _ 

Affairs 

Finance and Z ½'l/7 ::" 
Administratipri· ~/ "/1,,!h/>;., ;;__ 

Safety 

Utilities 

Works 

BUREAU APPROVAL 

Bureau: 

Planning Bureau 
Prepared"By: :Date: 

Mary Vytl acil April 17, 198 

Budget Impact Review: ~'-

0 Completed :,~iNot required 

>'{wJI~~ ~~;:..~ 
Fr~ Frost !t ,:Act, rJ9 01 rector 

--=-:------ . 

City Attorney 

City Auditor 

City Engineer 


