 FILENAME\p \* MERGEFORMAT ORDINANCE No.   176892
* Authorize application to the Department of Environmental Quality for a grant in the amount of $20,000 for an expansion project at FREE GEEK. (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1. The Council finds:

1. The City of Portland Council passed Ordinance number 171067, in April 1997, that  set the City’s recycling goals at 54% in 2000 and 60% in 2005.

2. Portland encourages the proper reuse and recycling of computer equipment as stated in the plan “Beyond 60 Percent: Program Strategies for Achieving the 2005 Solid Waste Recycling Goal” (Resolution 36059, passed on March 13, 2002).

3. FREE GEEK is a non-profit organization that operates a computer processing facility in Portland. 

4. The Department of Environmental Quality provides grants to local jurisdictions around the State.  By law, the grants must go to local governments, but local governments may contract with community groups, private individuals, non-profit organizations, schools, businesses or chambers of commerce to implement grant-funded projects.
5. The City’s Solid Waste and Recycling Division will pass this grant, if awarded, to FREE GEEK to implement an expansion project.
6. If the expansion is implemented, FREE GEEK expects to divert approximately 200 tons of computer equipment and get more than 1,500 computers back into circulation per year.
7. A match is not required, but FREE GEEK will match in the amount of $143,990.  No City match is required.
NOW, THEREFORE, the council directs:

a. The Mayor is hereby authorized to make application to the Department of Environmental Quality for a grant in the amount of $20,000. 

b. The Mayor
 is authorized to provide such information and assurances for the grant period.

Section 2. The Council declares that an emergency exists because the deadline for submission of grant proposals to the Department of Environmental Quality is September 13, 2002.  Therefore this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Council.

	Passed by the Council, SEP 12 2002
Commissioner Dan Saltzman

Robin Hawley 

September 12, 2002


	Gary Blackmer
Auditor of the City of Portland

By        /S/  Susan Parsons                               

                                              Deputy
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