
CITY OF PORTLAND

In the Matter of: Violations
of Campaign Disclaimer
Requirements of Portland
Charter Chapter 3, Article
3, and Portland City Code
Chapter 2.10

No. ___________

COMPLAINT

Violations of Portland Campaign
Disclaimer Requirements by Friends
of Ted Wheeler: Large Postcard

1. This Complaint is �led by David Delk and Ron Buel, residents of
Portland.

2. The Friends of Ted Wheeler has violated the disclaimer
requirements of Portland Charter Chapter 3, Article 3, and Portland
City Code Chapter 2.10 ("Portland Campaign Disclaimer
Requirements") by distributing to voters a large postcard with
unlawfully tiny disclaimer text.

3. This Complaint is pursuant to Portland Charter § 3-305 and Portland
City Code 2.10.050.

4. Portland Charter § 3-303 provides these Portland Campaign
Disclaimer Requirements:

Timely Disclosure of Large Contributions and Expenditures.

(a) Each Communication to voters related to a City of Portland
Candidate Election shall Prominently Disclose the true original
sources of the Contributions and/or Independent Expenditures
used to fund the Communication, including:

(1) The names of any Political Committees and other Entities
that have paid to provide or present it; and

(2) For each of the �ve Dominant Contributors providing the
largest amounts of funding to each such Political
Committee or Entity in the current Election Cycle:
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a) The name of the Individual or Entity providing the
Contribution.

b) The types of businesses from which the maker of the
Contribution has obtained a majority of income over
the previous 5 years, with each business identi�ed by
the name associated with its 6-digit code of the North
American Industry Classi�cation System (NAICS).

5. Portland Charter § 3-308 provides these de�nitions:

(o) "Prominently Disclose" means that the disclosure shall be
readily comprehensible to a person with average reading,
vision, and hearing faculties, with:

(1) any printed disclosure appearing in a type of contrasting
color and in the same or larger font size as used for the
majority of text in the printed material;

6. These Portland Campaign Disclaimer Requirements went into effect
on September 1, 2019, pursuant to Portland Charter § 3-305(a).

7. Friends of Ted Wheeler has made communications to voters in
violation of the Portland Campaign Disclaimer Requirements. Many
voters on April 30, 2020, received a large postcard from Friends of
Ted Wheeler. Exhibit 1. The disclaimers on that postcard were
printed in a tiny font, clearly in violation of the requirement that the
"printed disclosure appear[ing] * * * in a type of contrasting color and
in the same or larger font size as used for the majority of text in the
printed material." The disclaimer is in a font that is smaller than the
font used for any of the other text on either side of the large
postcard.

8. The penalty for violation of the disclaimer requirements is "imposition
of a civil �ne which is not less than two nor more than twenty times
the amount of the unlawful Contribution or Expenditure or
Independent Expenditure at issue." Portland City Charter 3-305(b).
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9. The "amount of the unlawful * * * Expenditure * * * at issue" is the
amount spent by Friends of Ted Wheeler to create, produce,
reproduce, print, and distribute the offending large postcard.

10. Complainants request that the City Auditor:

(a) Find that Friends of Ted Wheeler �s large postcard is in violation
of the Portland Campaign Disclaimer Requirements;

(b) Impose the lawfully-required penalty for this violation.

11. Because the violation here is blatant, obvious, and egregious, and
shows disregard for the requirements of the Portland City Charter,
Complainants request that the maximum available penalty be
imposed.

12. Complainants request that all correspondence to them in this matter
be addressed to buel@honest-elections.com and delk@honest-
elections.com.

Dated: May 1, 2020

/s/ David Delk

Respectfully Submitted,

/s/ Ronald Buel

David Delk Ronald Buel

Page 3 COMPLAINT: DISCLAIMER REQUIREMENTS VIOLATIONS



Linda
Text Box




