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W AT E R S H E D  H E A LT H 
A N D  R E S I L I E N C E 

Minimize the impact of future development on natural resources and 
expand options for mitigating new development.  

• Establish a minimum river setback of at least 50 feet. 

• Apply standards to minimize the effects of site and building design on fish and wildlife, 
including new standards for bird-safe glazing, riverbank landscaping and exterior lighting. 

• Update the River Environmental overlay zone to allow for the creation of mitigation banks.   

Protect and enhance in-river, riverbank and upland habitat to improve 
conditions for native species and strengthen habitat corridors to the 
Willamette River.   

• Regulate the removal of all trees greater than 1.5 inches diameter in the river setback and 6 
inches diameter elsewhere.  

• Add a standard to limit the size of residential docks and locate them away from shallow 
water habitat. 

• Require floodplain development to mitigate to maintain flood capacity and habitat 
functions.   

WHAT ARE THE GOALS...   

Identify priority areas for future in-river and upland habitat restoration.    

• Target future restoration efforts that expand shallow water habitat, restore tributary 
streams and strengthen connections to habitat corridors outside the planning area.  

• Evaluate strategies to increase shallow water habitat and improve riverbank and upland 
habitat on private property.

• Continue to evaluate options for minimizing harmful algal blooms in Ross Island Lagoon.

Prepare for the effects of climate change by taking steps to reduce the 
future flood, landslide and wildfire risk to development, parks and natural 
areas.      

• Apply the River Environmental overlay zone to undeveloped and developed floodplains 
(including the 1996 Flood Inundation Area) to limit development and improve floodplain 
habitat. Update tree replacement standards to meet FEMA Biological Opinion criteria.  

• Require non-river-dependent development in floodplains within 170 feet of the river to 
improve floodplain habitat function.  

• Work with FEMA and/or other organizations to better assess future flood risk. 

• Evaluate the current and potential risk of wildfire associated with existing development and 
develop strategies to reduce future wildfire risk.  

Photo credit: Mike Houck
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