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ORDINANCE No.

Amend Seismic Related Definitions for Existing Buildings Code to update references 
from the old American Society of Civil Engineers standards to the current version of the 
standards  (Ordinance; amend Code Section 24.85.020) 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section 1. The City Council finds:

1. The Bureau of Development Services (BDS) promotes safety, livability, and
economic vitality through efficient and collaborative application of building and
development codes.

2. BDS administers Portland City Code (PCC) Title 24, Building Regulations,
including PCC Chapter 24.85, Seismic Design Requirements for Existing
Buildings.

3. PCC Chapter 24.85 contains references to the American Society of Civil
Engineers (ASCE) Standards, which provides engineering standards for
structures, including standards for evaluation and seismic retrofitting of existing
buildings.

4. These standards were recently updated.

5. Because of this update, the existing references to the ASCE Standards in PCC
Section 24.85.020 need to be amended to conform to the most recent version of
the ASCE Standards.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. Portland City Code Section 24.85.020 is amended as set forth in Exhibit A.

Passed by the Council: 

Mayor Ted Wheeler 
Prepared by: Nancy Thorington, BDS 
Date Prepared: September 9, 2020  

Mary Hull Caballero 
Auditor of the City of Portland
By 

Deputy 
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September 16, 2020
Auditor of the City of Portland
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