
RESOLUTION No. 
Nominate Ray Leary to the Metropolitan Exposition and Recreation Commission to fill a City of 
Portland position for a new term ending September 25, 2024 (Resolution) 

WHEREAS, through the 1989 Intergovernmental Agreement Regarding Consolidation of 
Regional Convention, Trade, Spectator and Performing Arts, the City and Metro established the 
Metropolitan Exposition and Recreation Commission (MERC) to provide oversight and direction 
on the ongoing operations of visitor facilities owned by the parties, and agreed on the 
management of those facilities; and 

WHEREAS, Metro Code Section 6.01.030 requires the City Council to nominate candidates to 
fill two MERC positions allocated to the City of Portland, the Metro Council President to concur 
with or reject such nomination, and the Metro Council to confirm the appointment; and 

WHEREAS, Ray Leary currently represents the City of Portland on the Commission, has done 
so since July 2004, and has expressed interest in serving another four-year term when his 
current term expires on September 25, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, Mayor Ted Wheeler has reviewed Ray Leary's professional qualifications and 
experience and found that Mr. Leary is a highly qualified candidate to represent the City on the 
Commission and meets the Metro Code's residency requirement; and 

WHEREAS, Mayor Wheeler recommends the City Council nominate Mr. Leary to fill the City of 
Portland MERC position for a new four-year term ending on September 25, 2024; and  

WHEREAS, the Mayor recommends Mr. Leary be appointed to MERC, subject to the Metro 
Council President’s concurrence and the Metro Council's confirmation; and 

WHEREAS, in Resolution 37148, the City Council adopted a process for MERC nominations 
and the Mayor had followed this process, including confirming the City’s MERC nomination 
through a Resolution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council nominates Ray Leary to represent 
the City of Portland as a member of the Metropolitan Exposition and Recreation Commission to 
serve the four-year term beginning on September 26, 2020 and ending September 25, 2024, 
subject to concurrence by the Metro Council President and confirmation by the Metro Council. 
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Mayor Ted Wheeler 
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