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Ro½ert 0 . ~nrlie h, Captn in 

~!y Ohr·erv':lt ions of t :.e Vr:i.nnort Tr::,:redy - t 11e F lo od 

I went to work f or the Van no rt Fire Depa rt rr.ent Jnm1ary 11, 1043 • 
. 

On the mornino: of t00 28 th, I rcpor+.;d f or vrn r k f'. S rer l1SlJ8.l, a t the Centra l Fire 
Station at Vanf'ort. T}1e re we ner e inforr:,ed t 1,R t tre r:i.ve r wa s r.;sin<"' fast and cor,jng 
Ufl on the c1ykes. -ifo 11r0ro to be "lUt on four- hou r 1°atroJ s ~1.nd I was riven the .iob of 
makinr.: u p the pa trol list. Two me n to e:o to<r0th 0r, that is ti.vo fi re1r: en in each c8.r. 
The patrol wc.s r-tnr-:""e r ed so t\,at t he re was always an ol ,~ JT'an with a n ei·, J:i.an on the na­
trol to show 1, im any new deve loprrents or w-ePtk SDO'.~s. T"'.ef'e natrols functioned STT'Oot 1,ly. 
A.nd efficiently 24 honrs fl r1ay. Chief En,.,.;neer, C. I. F'1v il'1ml, conducted me on a to1 .1r 
of all the dyk~s surrm•ndin~ Vn n port, nointinr 0 1-1. t tho important spots and nossih lo 
v;eak snots. He orch)red me to instn1ct all "n tro l s on the extreme importance and neo"P­
sity of keepino: on the a l ert '.'l n c'l re nor t:i. n r: any nnd nl 1 thin ['.S t h1t we re out of the ord i­
nary and mi rh t ~ertain to u weakcnin~ of the dyke. 

At 4:00 p .1r ., I we ;:-i t on ·t.l,e ffr ,, t rnt r ol , accom 0::n1 i cd b:' Cnpt. Ralph S1au r hter 11nd 
Captain I. Rohrs. Catitain SJau'"hter noj nto i out nocos,;:ary thilic·s to b e e 1~tren0ly watcl, ­
f:Jl of; namely, b listers, h<::Pvy seer;a ··e , muddy wa t e r, bo:i.:_s, unaut110rized persons aro:md 
dykes after dnrk. /\.t 8 : CO p. 1.1 ., C8.utain Rnhrs was r e lieved rJ;,' ~-i' . A. Gnrr C1 tt, Driver of 
En~ine 5, who t hen arcomnan:i ed me on tJa trol and wa s i'nstructed on all thinr-s t 1,at I had 
been instructed on nyself. ,·;o cover ed all the d:rkes on the fir rt. round. On the secrmd •. 
ab ut 9 : 00 o'clo ck , we -: ou n d n boi l O' l tho road n 1; !; :10 f'oot of tte south dyke - half' ·way 

l, etween Denver /\.venue ~.nd J s J qnd f treet. 1.'[e re:r'Jl1rted saTJ10 to t he AcbT1i ni s trn.tion Bldrr:, 
ano w0re accomnanied hnck to t 10 e spot 1,y :-''r. ~1c Gi 11, r/r. TTn.vihm d o. r d Jnspector Tram,,.,e:tl , 
TM.s place was t re n coverrod 1°y stravr and s ,, nd har·s. On in s1 -c-i ctin o- the l"Ol\d far~;1 ,er wec-t, 
we discovered more so'· t spots. I l eft Garret'; t o loo:c :f'or r;iore sr,,ots on foot nnd I re­
ported these also. These v,e re :cnnd - 'bn r: ced irr:r.~ediately. I -r:ickc: r1 un Garre tt e.nd con­
tini;e,1 the patrol. At ~ : 45 , ne d} sc overed a J e ak comi n ~: und8r the concre te s e a wall in 
front of and co.st of S1·, jft <:'snrl Comnny nhi ch wns also rer:ori:ei nnd sandl:Jn c,-·ed irrur,ecli8.tely. 
The readinr ta ken on n :rnens1' ri'1 " stic 1-c nt 1 0 : 00 p.m., fJ 1:nd vn.te r hr:1 d raised three jnches 
from armroxir,,l'. telv 6::':C' n . m. I wnR relieve d frol!l Fn.t .rol bv T·'. )~ . Vorse who continiied t b? 
patrol , ;d.th r:r. r::~r r e tt., I 1:rns re J :i eve d f r o)'1 d11t~~ n.t S;~Ci n . m. next r.,orni~ll; by B sh5 "'t 
and WflS i nstructAd to stay Qlose to fl telephone at nl1 times. 

!~y 3Cth re nor ted for duty Rt 7:30 a.m., at. w~ich ti r e I ~ad~ un the dnily rntrol as 
0>1 the preceedino- .-'lay 1:,vt nsinr• two r:Y1.trOJs o.nd t;wo C'lrs. I ,::0, s c:o. 1Jti0ned to ins~:ruct 
t he men to be extre~ely cautious as the r ive r w~s risin- r nnidly . At uh~ut 9:15 a.m., 
1'.el·cin A. Hall, w\·,o was on t11e first T,f\trol, ac comr anie rl ·hv c: . ~-'i . 1T~i --hs, called from 
:l'To. 3 fire St a t5 on and reportnd 1m1dd:v wo.tor le akino- 1inder cl y l.:e at +ho nortiwrost corner 
of the rrojoct uJc t he c orn"'r o f T/0ndorJ1c nn '..1 r roadacres :~treets. I went tl1er11 i nmerl:lntel y 
and ricked hi r" 1;p gnd nccompn nierl him to t ho srot. Up on i_nvo';t.i"'8. tion of tl1e new leak, 
I n:et I:7r. Sutt lo, Enrcinenr f rom Sw~. ft nnd Comprny nnd t h r ee railroad offic:ia ls, mrr,es 
unkn ovm . Upon r r Sutt.Jes' S1J'.". ··estion t hP,t we sap cl11n ,- it on t ho Vanport side of the dyke , 
1 i l'Tll!le diately re !"'orto d it to AssiFt.nn t C},:iof f: e rrhoJt vr ', o thon ord0rP.d sandbars nnd work· 
men on the spot inrr10dintoly. I r ,:)turned to Centrnl Fire :::tation. 

t\t 9 :45 a . m., Ala r n l'o:0 rd or,o r 8.tor, Fort Youn(", notifieri rn," of a ca} 1 cominr f ram. 
Denver Avenue n nd Cott rmwood t. h-d ; wn.ter wns bubl)cl in :,: out of tr0 Fr01md by t he Dyke r ond . 
Uron i nve sti ("qtina:, f :,uncJ w~ter ha

1
d raired t ), e sod b•ro {'c,et. -·,,-1-ien I 1,r01,-e tl•e boi l, 

:,·,~.-':~r ~,1rir-c.?cl 0 · :-t "J.r. ~ J ~.0s·~ ~•9 ,~ ~•,,..9 --~ ·y rJ s, in ~,., 1 0 '.T'-'l • 0 t1j ri ·'--; () f;,r~ -~1 , ,:-)r 7 i -~~1'3 r1n.r,rr¥Jr . I 
1., ~ r:n rr;•J)ri , r; ~i l .:~,. :,. <~r') r· , :n l1r : , ·1 r'. 1,r • ~,-,rir, ,. ;\ ¼, :~ ' Jl)t~ Jr : l! , , 1 ','/f:~ ; ·,rrlr ;r r,r: , 1- , ~, t. :-ii; "1 ri--+;f}_r1·t; 

Chief T'o r r:holt, to r-nt :1ci r 1.11, wo r kmn n to snck snnrl for tho bronk dir.covered ut 0 :15 hy 
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the railroad dy 1-·o o.s tl1 i s wa::: rrowin r: wor s e. 1 r ot ''r. Ted Honnm::i k er nn:-1 f'o ,1r nei. rrh­
'bors th-:ct live d on ;,1. T,'or ,·e and ret10:·tc rl 1, :1cl-:: t o t 1·,~ T-'j re :-to. t i.on accomnanied by t riese 
rnen. Chief Fe1• ,,-h 0J t th, n t o r)k t ]10 s e w) n_ , nc con r :1ni <:r1 ·h,, :':' ;ve ot h, rs, to the scene of 
tho l e n k on the ''n. il r r'8.r:l cl:v ke. Petvrnen t 110n n nn noon, I wed; to several nlo.ces on the 
nykes chec1dnr· th0 conr!jti.ons cind the me n. ;\1lo11t 1: 30, Ch e f I: crr·1·.olt _carre b"l.ck nnd 
r:-ot more n1en to vJOrk on t 1--ie rn.ilroe.d d;.rkc as it v; as stil 1 ' (mkin '! r,rett:r hadly. 1.e w ei· c 
still bcinr a s sured of, o.t; j_ntervo.l s , t h 1t t'--,cre wn s no i m"1sd· n. te d a n "'.er and I vras nas ­
sinr> the same inforn:" tion to worried res5.dents o.s the:,r wor e cnllinc: i n. continuously to 
get the latest reuorts. 

At ab out 3:CC• p.m., _t 'r. IIavilo.ncl ca"1C to t.1 1,~ st;1ti on D. )1d order e d me to call all 
fire department :r-orsonnol back to -\;l1e St:ction i ::1r:<?cU8.toly. I carried ovt the order. 
At 4:20, I he a rd a s):out onts:ido tho f'ir e station i;l,Qt t.he <1?ke 1,ud broken at the ra-i.l­
rond dyke wl,ere the c res harl been work:i.nr- so. '.1 c111a ;~ ·in r: all rlo.y. Unon roin"( outside, I 
sav, water fJ.oodi n ,,: -\;}1 e U >c!Yl' end of !;he T"rojsct 1_1r1r1 1·1earct th A s i r ens from the Sheriff'·s 
and +.he Chief's rj_n:-. I ordered tte o.ir raid 1 orn tvrne r'1 011 and alerted 9.ll the fireme n. 
However, the current i1a cl h oen s brirt cd out ri.nd t 17e nir ra-id a]arm 1-iorn would not blov;. 
I ran back outsirle and s aw "'fro St.o.tjon lJo. 3 f'lon tincr novm tl1e street, the vrnter '.'flOUr­
inr in, people runninr·· nnrl screarr_.;p ,:, , T i,;'J11edin.tely orcc1· e d ·,•;. -s . lfonnorly, Fri.a St. 
Bib.re and J. A. n etcrs to t)-, e c onier of L'.,1.~, e 0. 1,:' . V5.cto1·;i to d i re cf; tre.f l.':i.c and peon le 
out of the Pro:iect - nvrn.y f' rorr: t1--:.:J ra !·: in·· waters. I t' ·,en 1 ookod ur t 1·e street a nds aw 
the second wall o r wo.tAr c or:, j_,, ,, dol'in an'1. who1o u,1:i.ts, buiJ. c!i,,rrs fl0atinr: tovmrd me. 
The rerr:ainin c- f i rem<1 n wore then ordere0 to r::ick 1rn s.11 women an0 c1,.ildr~n and put them 
in the cars rcoinP- hy the st':l.tion in 8. slow stoady stren:r:··, -~ few rrin1Jt1;s lnter, P.~.P. 
Cnmran; ' 1msses sto.rtoa corr.:i.n~ j nto the nro,icct. 1\ s t 11e vrn:\or had rea c he d LeJ;:e E'tre -, t 
·by that ti ,,- e, t l,e r uss e s we r e t11rn ed r:,round anr J--; 0 ld o.t tho 'tc j_re Station unti1 ·we could 
~et them loo.ded an<l out o f the Project. Other busses were turne d around nt the 
Hosni tal and loaded vri th nconle flcei.nc: the water. The hos ·;-- i tal vm::; vacant. 

·.-~·hen th:, wnt or ro1.c hcd t ne Vire 2t ·';tion, I ord e red En r: :i.nc 3 a nd the L':l dd ,:,r Truck 
to leave the fr o ject i",ne rl i n. i, e 1y a nd nick u p p no n le on t l-Je v, ny out. I ordered Fnn:ine 
No. 5 to stand by at the station. There were t hree husses left :in front of the ·hosi:ii ta l 
partly loaded with str•1 rc '"l 0 rs. I orc1. c rc c1 t hese to ,... nJ.1 ncro.1s tbe sloup:r. br:i.dr:e and to 
v,ait for further orders hcforo nullin r0 on out. I t h0m ora.ered Enr:ine 5 to pull out of 
the statjon and load on t.r.P remuini.'.'1 :· neopl_n and ordered it ()!:'f tl1e Pro_iect to snfe 
r:round. I then vtent ho.ck into t 1:t, s :;,,_ t:on e.nd c n l led t; h0 1'\ Jc:rP1 Poll rd operD.tor, Vern 
F.rnerson , to leA.ve the sv,i i: c h r-on.rd. P;r t1,at t i::-e, t h e wator wo.s up o..bout t}, ree feet 
deep and very svrift, flow:in rc trro:wh t11c station. The alarm l1 oard went dend, shorted 
out o ~' t l,e water • 

As we crossed the slo11rrl, brid r:c , I r:.·o.w In::;rc ctors Trr1rrel und lfo.r·li:ir..ci ouch co.rryin rr, a n 
elderly woman and child thro11 ·h the wai ::;t d ee p v1,'l. t0 r to tJ1e 1cmninin ':'. husses v;hich I 
had ordered to wait on th e ea s t side of tho slnn "'.h. Th c1 _r:ronnd wa r dry on the east 
si<le of the sl01.rh e.::: the slou ,,.h VH' .G cnrr:,.in"', of i' tlie fir:-:t n1rl1 o f' t h" w a ter. We, 
Trf\Jrol, Hac-:hmd, F'.m0r r-: on, 1)r-iters n nd I, then ra n acros s U 1e lo.wn to help evo.cunte the pc ,,· 
in the remnininr: apartrn en-\:; c; o. rvl. thoro we fonnd n lo t of chil dren 0.nrl. rot t•1em on tho 
hvsses. I -\;hen tolcJ. the bus driv,, rs to i:m ] l c1 own to i/1e c orne r of' Vi ctory nnd 1corco e.nd 
wrdt t'. ·e re for r·-ore. Tho hus :so s wore f'i ] led tl 1ero anrl. ord rr e rl t o s9. f ct;:; , I tr1sn wont 
hD.ck to the s herjff'E: o f f :i c e w\,e re Co. ,1tain Till1,,rv1 on,1 on e othe r Dei,li+; :· f horif'fwere 
tryinr: t.o . start o. car wh:icl 0 we f o.ilccl to do. ·:ie thon went. Hrournl hack to the po~_ice 
rcarar-e and p:_ot out; the no) ice 0JT1 e. r ·ency 11 oa t . By t hnt tiMe t ho water wa s ahout tl0 ree 
fr:H1t cl e en. ·i: e flo,-,_te rl th ~, 1, ont out to t 1· 9 street o. nd c J:i.mb s d j n. Tl10 motor faiJed nnd 
v10 floated with the c'Jrrcnt down the :s troot. fiy t 11Rt i; h -e, tho l O0: s Rnd debr~ s was so 

t~ick t hat it tore the mot o r from t ho hack of tho boat and He flo a t nd helrlessly down 
to the Adrrinistrntion Fuildinn; yar,d an •4 ramme d trie f e ncc s.nc1 sta l lerl. At this po5.nt, 
tre s1our-h wns ~~-rrv :in,,- most of t ; e water cor.d.n r; f ro1n t h is direction and water was shal­
low. Captain TilJrmn o.nd I tore do.vn the west side of the fence and drove some of t,he 
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cars into tl,e streot w>ere vrn enl 1 0,1 sorr, o of' tho 1"'cn th:it 1::P-ro nearby to coJT1e o.ncl. drive 
the cars on down the street p:ickin:-- up str8.y stra 0·,0 1P-rs o.1o t he;v went alonr::. ,·;e _then 
took the last truck a.vo.ile.1;J e t o.t we c 'mld start on oovm tho s+.rent nicld.nn: u,, two or 
three other men. .A t th1.r. ro:l.nt, I c-D.W Vern E::.erson tr yinr: to stnrt an electrician's 
truck that was stalled by tl,o sic.o of t'-10 r ond . One of the 1,11Udi.np-s flo8.tin ~ down 
the sl 011 _!'!:_h, hit the 1Jr id ·e ancl the impnct hroko off two of ~;he uower poles, the heavy 
cable hitting the door of tl~e truck brnisinp: i,;merson's arm, as I ]earned fa.ter. At 
this time, we also met a youn-0• follow u.ndcr tl-io i 1:fl u e11ce of' alcohol se.unterin r: leisurely 
un the street townrd the rH ~· inr:: water. C8_ptain Ti] lman and T, Joe Deters and Vern Emer­
s;n had to use for0e to r-et hi.!' into the-t~uck. Goin o:_ down the street a few feet farther , 
we contacter.-1 one or the busses still wa:i.tin,'. . ·,o met an eldnrly courle also cominr: up 
the street toward the wo.ter. 'Il,ey insisted the~_r hnd to c•et up to their apartment on · 
Force to ro t their money. r.'e also had to use force with these people to ent.er the bus~ 
All this time, I nsne ctors Tia~el, He - land and Deters, Brne rson nnd I were carry in~ people 
out o (' the apartments throw·h the deep water nnd l 0ari inP.: them onto the bus which w 9.S 

slowly cominf" down the street. The hus loaded, I sent it on n11ee.d. lfo ·• lrinc, Tramel, 
Deters, Emerson and I th e n went t'--·rou ,,h the back 1.mits h 1 1t co1;1J ''in'J no more neople. 
Vtfe then 0.nme back and c•ot on the truck ro0.cl down Yictory St reet to · a noint a'bou t 160 
feet west of the drc]e roo d vrl1 e r F the truck stalJed in ~;;8 deep w.<:i.ter. Three P.E.P. 
busses were al f o stalJerl h0r0 1--,1)t all of the pe ople hrrd been t'.l.1'en off. ;'. ittinr; in the 
middle of the street, l,y the stRJJed. hisses, wa::: a se r'r,n wit". r>. m::>.n anc1 woTJ1an in :it -
also stalled. ',fo ;:-: ot tr.em 011-t and stnrtcd cnrr ,:inr: the wm,,o.n to the c1yke. She re­
:rr-0.rJrsd, "Fetter not drop n'.e , bo:vs. J'1l ""et wct. 11 ':-;e ,·nve 'rer to sorre ot1·v:ir men that 
were st.nndin ,· for mino:: a li ne acrosr tl1e swift cur rent i n the street nnd nasseo her on 
to saf~t;r. Pl1t I'm thinkin r- she not only cot wet 1.:l'it VE f?.Y wet. At t 11is no~_nt, I saw 
Insnector He .-- lanr:1 bi:i.cl~ of' Yre a 10 out l CO feet drarcc:ir. f" a. woTT'an Hnd hel ninr: some other 
peoi:ile tJ,rouc'., the deeri water. I Jcri ed to .r:et "back to heJ.tJ hi"'l but couldn't. I nas 
knockr: d down 1)y a refri o-e rator tJ-,o.t was floatinr- l-1;1 in -fJ1e swift current. Incidental)y, 
this is the first tiIT!e that I ever 1me1·1 one of tror.e t h i.nrs ,F)'1ld float. /\s I cnme up, 
I saw Inspector }Te(d .nud rad trie Deonle onto the stair of on0 of the 1mits where troy 
c li!1hed to tr.e roof. I t 11on svmrr: over to t:, e c1yke nnd TiJlJ11Gn helpc-ld me out of the 
·, ater. I clim118d cnto tl, e top of the dykC' nnd 1-)eJ.nerl to J ond neople ont.o the husses 
there and r:et the traff~ c -::1 ovinr: on to safety. I then contr:1cted De nnty : heriff Al Free­
man e.nd rad hin1 broadcast over the police radio for all the boats ava:ilal,Je immed'intely. 

1.-VhiJ.e standinr: in the n-i:i_ddle of the street, I l,ar:,rened to l ook over on the bank 
and saw n lady st:rn.dinc:- th.we holdinc- a little bal.,y. As I watched, a rran ran unto her 
and slapred her the n ci.rcw b8.ck 11 :is fist and str\1ck her in tho f nee. I\_] Garrett must have 
seen it at i~he sa::r:e time for he vm s nho stanc'inr,: in tho s treot helpim: direct traffic 
and reor,le and we 1')()th ran for h i rr . Garrett _"i umpe c1 between the couple and I hit hjm 
and we rolled dor,m the bank to ice ther. Vern Emerr;on came uu and vrn sudued the r:uy and 
put him into the car wh:i.le Garrot I; nut the 18.dy and the ba11y into the bus. The r;uyw as 
nuts; r' should have left hirr drown. By now the W3.ter vrn.s over halfway up on the dyke 
and houses were floatinr: by li 1re ferry boats. I san InsT'ector Fer•land and his four people 
ridinrs the roof of one of the nnits nhic h\·;Qs inn. hac1~ current an..-J head:i.nr: for :=:wift 
and Company packinr-- house. They were lnter rescued. 

I then c ontnctec1 T.'r. Havland and he order0d 11'0 to c l0'lr the r1y1 ·e of all trnffic and 
c:ot the r:, eople on foo t in cnrs or b s :c- os o.n0 off th'l r1 :'1 '."e. P:v tk,t 4;i"'.':e , the hontr­
start.ed arrivin --· and we 11nload !?'.": them n t ti,o nort 1,0ast ex~ t of 1Jannort. Enr;ine 15 had 
been stanind b:v on the ,.~y ke ::rnd so I ordered it off the <l:,:ke and tor enort to En(!ine 
30 of PortJ.e.nd, in Kenton, o.nd i.;o wait for f,,rther ordGrs. Th'1 other trucks 1· t:td already 
heen ordered out nnrl were on 1: 11eir way tor erort to En<'"ine 30. r tl ,en met Captain Klock 
of Truck 4 of Port:7 r.nd nnd a!;ked him :i.f h,:, wcml.d have his rr,e n '.'! ork with our n'.en in the 
boats placin,:,: two f iremen in on c h boa t with n:<.es to en'1.blo then to open up the fJ.oe.tin(!, 
1---uil::1.ino:s o.nd to l o ok for peo11le trR'iJT' •"·" in t}1e 111:r.e!' floors i1nJ also to rescue people 
on toof's of the 1,ouscs. V tl1on v1ent in n t>oa t wl.th ,Joe o·~ ,Joe I s r:arket in Vanport, 
accompnnied by RilJ (~ol:icm, Vanrort firer,-.nn, to look for s1,;n·ivers. By this ti:r-e, thire 
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.-.ere 1:)eb'.'cen 30 8.,1d 40 boats out aronc:- the 1rnil<:.in ·s with Deput y Sheriffs and firemen 
v,ho were tryih~ to control the lootinr: and i:1earci1i'nc: for neorle wl,o 1r.j , .. ht still be 
alive. This muc-t hnv e 11ccn a ro1 1nd 9 : 00 o' clock as :i.t wa s <la r k . ;,'.re found no sur­
vivers but founrl sover,11 bodies fl·)c tinr:, frtce dovm, in one o f the units from the 
colored district. --,e reported t 1"is to the i) errntv f heriff o.nd were told that nothing 
c:ould 1,e done r,nti.1 they c- ot f lood Ji ,,:hts. /\.f t cr tha t, I took some o" the firemen up 
to Kenton to ~e t hot doffeo since we wore all cold e nd very wet. ~ e the n came heck 
to tl10 dyke to starid hy ror f1..1rthor ,::,rders. I s tood on tl1e dyl:e r:;azinc: at what once 
lrnd 1ieen ·vanport, :iust a -:·ev, s;1ort hours before. Tt wns one of the mos,; conr·eniDl 
corrpunities t ]-,at I 1,nd ev0r i'ror t--e d in. I h:--, d 1:n et Jots of t 1, !:s e r,cople throu""h civic 
affairs v11'ich I had ta]--nn r,·1rt in, f ,,elin P- nro1-1d thfl.t I hrld 1.rn~-l ~e d nnd seen thi s city 
rrow up from a J"1U dhole to a r,eautiful ancl ham)y city - t;h0 second larP;est in the State 
of Ore !': On. 

I sincerely hone t hat ~;hese re onle, with w 1!C!"l I feel a r ea l k insJ.-•ip, may someday, 
in the very near future, fi nd a comrnnnity in v;J·: ich they c rin live in peace and try to · 
for~et their r e cent sorr ow an(i r e cuperate t': e:ir losses and to ho since rely hanpy o nee 
more. I wo1.1ld liko to r•ave the OfJportunity to vrork VTith tht:n1 once a c:a in. 

Captain qohert O. En~lish 
Vanport Fire Deuartment 


