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October 13 , 1955 

Auditoriu~ Site Rehabilit-tion Progra~ 

The voter~ did not vote to us~ the bond noney to reh bili­
te.. te any area . They voted for an E- R Center i th _pecial 
e phasis on sports, recre ~tion, auto shows, housing shows, 
spec taculc.r proc.1 J.c tion(: , live>s tock rhovs, and \-:i th large con­
vention eetinfs , ice sho"l--t, etc . at L1ore or less secondary 
use • 

Theater and Concert 'r l l 

~wo ~ajor t1e~ · ers ~o~ closeJ - Or~entrl - Uniter Artists . 
It is beli8V d t 1a t ~-ie )1 t'lle ::..arges t t·1ea ters 1.--oul be appy 
to become thE, :·10 1e of con('ert and theater ac tiv i t~r . Th"-'ate rs 
all ov ,r ~; .e c,)u.1t.-y arc suf ferii1g f trmnci· l pc:..ins " nd few, if 

v, c.,I ~ ·,eing r.onst1· tcted orl t1.is 1ar k et . 

Parking 

!: i~klnri: lotc; .c.o ltl1 o.f Colti.aoia E-treet n'l t"..ote south of 
the 1-...,C:i to:~iu ,,. are far fro,.1 usec. +o Cc..;paci ty . ~his ce.n be 
ob~erv eC" c · anu :.:_I!w exr:e 1 ', when a v cr_:r :011ul. r e•r · n is at 
the Audi ori 1J 1. 

Peo ,le (.,· d no~ vo-:-,e t o ~stablish Dar·,-<ir1g f~c.ilities for 
Por:land Stat~ C nd 5.f e1e _;• - I ;-r ;''<.:.r''{ :oree l•r (" U ., ~c'i. f or t.ta t · 
purnose, thr' spa,-:e s o used i,,:onl d not be ~v a.ilable for those 
a tending the E- H C011ter· ur 'rr'1i.clri t,,_1~ p2. .,..,1(inF; wa ., in-1-•enciec: . 

Prrki".1' lot so·1 th or +-.tP J 10ito1·i u!'!l. c ') -rut lend the -
selv 0 s to ef! icien-t use for bnc::incs~ )arki1f. They wonld be too 
far fro 1 +!-, bU"'in s ~i ,-+;ri(• t,.) V£'1k :o 'nc fr,.) c1nd n.ot far 
e ou, :1 to justify the use f rrt'' s s tu1ns1)') r t a tj_cn . 

Convention Use 

;._t pref'ent there 1- 1,1 la~k of .otc:.l c1c20 oio. tio.1s f o r 
con·1en: ion u: to 1001) Oi' 1500 delegate., and · l-\011. .: ilP.W 1~0-'-;e l 
i •Vilt ~he capa c ity yj_ll incr,,""se to O"'Prl7 JO'JO i.'or ·1eP.ting 
pur,.,or2~ . "'ti~re con• ent: n!." i.1_. YJ,) f,' t") - i,.. ~ - ~ "::e ··u; .r no 
atter whrre it i plac..,L • • ri.e fe\• l'· 7 C' cotrvi:n 1,ion ,'.,i ch 

will need ro e . fer ,round L/Y1 0 ,... n •- ; c'"'n · :)d: t-, ~ h, t.1,,.e 
resent A di tc i with a li .; t"'d a"" :i + ,.ii' ~ 1 1-er" · 1- ,1:. wh.i ctl 

c n be don by tnE" ~ - ~ Co'.'1 irs:L-:m. •,r p.,..' f . ,. Le=: ·[c con­
v entions ov er 4000 .. ~_ l l not b,, suffir;ient to l::e dGt •. · :r1ing 
f ctors in the election of ~h" E- , c~,t·~ D ny sit . 
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If he E-R Center is const::-uctecl in a ~uburbdl area, it 
has been u gested by one of the principal taii cab co pani s 
th t e spscial rate ~ould be inaugurated . 

Ci v ic Center 

Taxes 

T~ere hts been talh of the F- R Center being developed as 
a civic ~enter. Tr:i s was no t discussed or inti 1ated during 
the cP11paign prj_or to the vote which authorized the bonds :·or 
an E- R Center a,;1 ... 1 )t f10 r r c1-v ic cen te~ . 

Tre Aud.itoT'iU'l E:i t.:: uld elimLnatr~ "'-2!1Y bloc·,s of )rv­
perty fro . t: E tax ·toll$ c.n 1 causo the 1Jre s ent L n.::. futur e 
t::tx.es for t'.at are t.,) be 1-rded 0n t,1er tcxp· .rer"'" of the 
city . 

E- R Comm1ssi:m 

The rot:~ J.•r vot L 1.;) five the B- F Co l . . .1ssi m ov2r- cll 
authorit,I to s:~l-;ct th" sitE:> rlf>cide •i:hc ty1H? of --,-,er-ct::>n ·nd 
to o_Je1·ate t: .. e Cent r . Tl1ert~ ¥r2s n() ve+~~1 l-"O\.;e ·.n b..,, .. ~!1c Cou_ncil 
incl1Kled ln ,he ;tun~~~=- .,-H:.:1-..:. ,C!:.~ . ':',.__, i., - T' ;:,_ut!1uritf 1;-=:S 
lJE-tterned af:.'-'r t1e &utho:tity of the Locl- Co1 ;;:"'ion '.:ff. w;:2 in 
no way subject to the whL1s of t:.hc Cit:, (..ou.ncil . 

The E- R CoJ1iJ_:_ssion has r l 110 :LntLn2tion t ; t so."P 0f t~le 
Com1cil rn.enbers w-err going to object to the use cf the :Jel ta 
P&rk a r cc:. . ':'1-_e me 01·0(1rs of thE. C,JJ.1~ ;J.l were e:x:- oftic:Lo "1E- 1bert' 
of the Aeror 1 s d3visor.v Co.1 lit ti=;<? :::.nd :iany : .. l ,rs S,st in with 
the Advis'Jr.f Cor! nittee d.urinp· ' 17eir lG 11onths studv oi tt.e 
E- R Center prior to the electi,}n . During th:Ls tL-.e t1--;e Delta 
Pe.r.K area -;.,as bsfore tne Adv'5..::orJ Co:-11ittee :1t all ti_·)s and 
was studied carefully along with P.n origir1e.l suggt:'•sted seven­
teen sites . 

Council ~-fo,11Jers 1-,.versc ~t:.nc' on I,eltr Prr· 

Delta Park anc; th3 V"nport .:rca wr.'r-t; ci'scJ..:-s00 .in t}1e prt)SS 
and in the 1ayor 1 ...., AdvL,ory C:YT 1ittee ,e0t,1.ni:.s fo a,r,rr;) __ , :a ,_,ely 
18 months ::>rior t8 the ,.;: J 1951.. 1.;.Lec:ti i"S ur11.. ,1£.·11 • fJ1.;,.r1 ci s ­
cussec.~ ;_J 11blicly cr)•1ttnuously sl.nce r~.e el-,cti on, , nc'l ,e · until 
the se l ect.ion · of + 1e ~i te vas anno rnc.:ed tl ere u ,"-.:. b"'.en no RtlYerse 
op:i.nion expressed by Co .Htr,;i.l .1e 1bers C!'lr:tce1~n-i_".'l;, t-. 1e us. of 
Del t~ :ark in th,2 e'.rent Ji: shouL 1' be se~cctJd b{ i..'tA 1.:- :, Com­
,ission . 
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ORMOND R. BEAN 
Commissioner of Finance 
October 7, 1955 

I am b0ing aslrnd by many people hov1 I stand on the E-R 

site selection, and I believe the public has a right to know 

just how I feel about the matter. Therefore, I am r;lad to 

release this statemento 

The E-R Coi:nnission was established by the voters as an 

independent body without restrictions or Council Control and 

the members of the Commission were appointed by rfayor Peterson 

and approv-ed by the City Council for the purpose of picking 

the site and operating the facilities, and I will support 

their choice whether it be the Auditorium, site, the Steele 

Bridge site, the Oaks site or the Delta Park siteo 

F101" the City Council to try and use a veto power, not 

intended by the Charter amendment, to turn down the E-R Com ... 

mission choice 1s the next thin~ to asking for the resl3nation 

of the majority of the E-R Commission, as it would definitely 

establish the fact that the majority of the City Council does 

not have confidence in their judgmento 

I feel that the Commission should be permitted to make 

the selection of the site without any lnterference from the 

members of the City Council, and I have refrained from any 

attempt to influence the E-R Commission or its members since 

that commission was set upe I have been ready at all times 

to support their selection no matter where it might beo I 



J .. 

will continue to consider it their responsibility to make 

the selection which they in their jud~ncnt believe to bet.ho 

proper one. 

I want to reiterate that as long as the Connnission is 

in effect and retains the oowers t'hat the peonle have voted 

to give them, I feel that, as a City Commissioner, I should 

support their decisions as to the selection of the site and 

the operation of the facility whether it is at the Auditorium, 

Bridee, Oaks, or Delta Park sites. 
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