
RESOLUTION No. 37501

Authorize City Attorney to file any litigation and pursue any available legal remedy 
against the federal government and any of its officials, agencies, or instrumentalities 
to protect the rights of the City of Portland and its inhabitants and to appropriately limit 
the power of the federal government  (Resolution) 

WHEREAS, the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and Article I, Section 8 of 
the Oregon Constitution guarantee the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the government for a redress of grievances; 

WHEREAS, following the murder of George Floyd, Portlanders have exercised 
these rights to say that Black Lives Matter; 

WHEREAS, beginning on June 20, 2020, at a rally in Tulsa, President Trump 
began referring to Portland “leftist radicals” as part of his campaign speeches; 

WHEREAS, the Associated Press has reported that militarized federal agents 
were deployed to Portland sometime following a June 26, 2020 executive order to 
“protect monuments”; 

WHEREAS, these federal agents represent a new and unprecedented 
domestic deployment that includes Department of Homeland Security, the U.S. 
Marshals Service, the Federal Protective Service and U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection; 

WHEREAS, the Trump Administration is reported to have deployed similar forces to 
the cities of Seattle and Washington, DC and has expressed a clear desire to 
impose militarized federal control in US cities to end protests, as occurred on June 22, 
2020 when federal troops attacked peaceful protestors in Lafayette Square in 
Washington, DC;  

WHEREAS, militarized federal agents began arresting Portland residents on or about 
July 2, 2020; 

WHEREAS, on July 11, a militarized federal agent shot an unarmed protestor in the 
face with an impact munition;  

WHEREAS, militarized federal agents in unmarked vehicles reportedly detained 
several Portlanders in an apparent violation of their basic constitutional rights; 

WHEREAS, such actions are not compatible with American democracy; 

WHEREAS, Portland supports democracy and opposes authoritarianism; 

WHEREAS, Governor Kate Brown stated that President Trump “is deploying 
federal officers to patrol the streets of Portland in a blatant abuse of power by 
the federal government," and called for the Department of Homeland Security to 
remove all federal troops from Portland streets;  
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WHEREAS, Mayor Ted Wheeler called on militarized federal agents to remain in federal 
buildings or leave the city;  

WHEREAS, Mayor Ted Wheeler has joined with the Mayors of Seattle, Atlanta, Chicago, 
Washington DC and Kansas City to take a stand against unilateral federal intervention 
into American cities, calling for immediate removal of the President’s “Rapid Deployment 
Unit” squads and for a congressional investigation of their unconstitutional terror tactics; 
and  

WHEREAS, the Portland City Council views current federal operations in Portland as an 
unprecedented and unconstitutional abuse of power by the federal government. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The City Attorney’s Office is authorized to file 
any litigation and pursue any available legal remedy, including but not limited to any claim, 
cross-claim, counterclaim, third-party claim, appeal, or amicus curiae brief, in any 
available court, tribunal, or administrative forum whatsoever, against the federal 
government and any of its officials, agencies, or instrumentalities to protect the rights of 
the City of Portland and its inhabitants, appropriately limit the power of the federal 
government, and to otherwise advance the public good consistent with this Resolution.   

Adopted by the Council: August 5, 2020

Commissioner   Mayor Ted Wheeler 
Prepared by:     Tracy Reeve 
Date Prepared:  07/23/2020 

Mary Hull Caballero 
Auditor of the City of Portland 
By  

Deputy 

Mary Hull Caballero
Auditor of the City of Portland
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