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BUR.EAU OF 
C ITY OF 

PROPERTY CONTROL 

POR.TLANO, OREGON 

JOURNAL VOUCl-!ER 
FOUNTA\NS~ STA.TUES:,, { MEMORIALS 

DATE __ J_;:i_~n_u~a_r __ .-... Y_l_._9 ... , _ l ._9o_t: 8 __ _ .JOUl<-NAL VOUCHER . NO -~~------

Georo-e 1fashin:rton Statue 

Private Prop erty - Intersection of N. ;;.,, Alameda and Sandy Joulevard 
ADDf~ESS 

Statue 
CLASSI FIC.AT\ON COC,E' 

)onation July 4 , 1927 See .({sr1-?rks 
Wl·H:N ACQU\[<E0 OR.DC NANCE NO . 

.Jr . rienr, ·.: o:.ldo Coe 
~ROM \VI-IOM ACQUIRED 

REAL Pl<OPERiY CROSS l<E'F"ERENCE"' = 

.Tivate Property 
l.OCA"TION NO. LOCAi l OI-,.\ NAME 

0ESCR\PT\ON '. .i;, bronze life-like statue of 1 ,orge -.:e.shington J Po7'pei Cop::=,ini, portrayin5 
hi 1 as a Colonial gentle Jan , thus emp;:12.sizing t':le i>r1}lort.cmce oi' his st: tes,~1ansiip a.nd person­
ality r9.tn::.r t :1an that. of a ,nilitar-y man , 1':·1e statue rests U_Jon a 0 ranite b:_;_se 51 11 •·Ii.:ie by 
511;-" deep by 92" high , The inscription on tne east i'ace o.f t.1.s b;o:.se reads as follot-Js : 

G...:;OctG-3 .i.ASHINGTOI'-I 

Presented To 

The City Of fo rtland 

Jy 

Henry !aldo Coe 

1927 



HISTORIC~'-L DA", A Al though 
in Council proceedings with regard 
and final placement of the statue, 
of Portland by Jr. Henry ,faldo Coe 

there is documented discussion of the T ·ashington Statue 
to location, approval of the statue by the Art Com:nission, 
this is the or.ly statue of the four dona.led to the City 
that does not rest upon City property. 

A petition of 3,600 citizens presented to )r. Henry Waldo Coe by Dr. ~filliam Youngson, 
Pastor of ::l.ose City Park 11ethodist Church, resulted in the placement of the statue at its 
present location at the intersection of N, .L'• , c1.larneda and Sandy Boulevard, 1rith subsequent 
approval of Lhe :~rt Com._11ission. On i\1, ril 21, 1926 the City Council granted a request by 
the .?hiladelphia Sesquicentennial International Exposition and Jr, Henry .faldo Coe to 
exhibit the statue of .Jashington June 1 to December 1, 1926 at t:1c exposition, (Resolution 
No. 16190) (See Book 81, Page 371 1926 Council Proceedings) 

The official dedication of the statue took place July 4, 1927 commemorating the 151st 
anniversary of the founding of our n'.ltion. Dr. :;illia,n Youn6son re2resented the Coe family 
at the dedic2tion, and Aayor .::3aker ac..:epted the statue in ~Jehalf of the people of the City 
of Portland. , 'allace :'lcC<Jtnant acCGj?ted c 1Stody of t1e st2tue on behalf of the National 
Society of the Sons of the .ii."11.erics.n ikvolution and Virgil A. Crum, President of the lriend­
ship >Iasonic i:iome Association, presented the location site of the st2.tue on behalf of the 
organization to the City. Dr, Jenry ,faldo Coe died with t ~1e conviction that this statLl.e 
represented the best likeness of ''ashin~ton cast in bronze, since he had ~ade a personal 
study of various .•:ashin6ton st·.::tues. T:1.e article in the 8regonian July 5, 1927 was used 
for •11uch of this source in.:.)r.mation, since no official resolution or ordinance was found 
pointing up the official res1,onsibili ty of the City of Poi·tl·-,nd, 

RE MAR 1cs 3.esearc~1 3ources: Council Proceedings, Book 77, Page 335, Book 80, Pases 
297 ,::,, .. , f-Q7 - '· 0 1 p . 3·-- I 'J', t:01 6)8 7'79 B k ~5 p 575 . ~· 1 " , o-•rJ, ,Ju_ , J:Soo,,. u , aJ,e (.l, -+ 7 _;, o, , 1 , , oo . .::_\ , a .;e , microtJ.. m cop.i..e s 
of olu newspaper ,11aterial at the Oregon Jisto-c'ical 3oci.ety and ,~ultno_nah County Central 
.Library were utilized. No ordinance or resolution found officially accepting st9tae, 
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PERSONNEL 

MRS. H . C . WORTMAN 

' " ~ S. LEE HOFFMAN 

J.C. ELLIOTT-KING 

'M)!:S. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 

MR. C. F. ADAMS 

THE ART COMMISSION 

OFFICERS 

MRS. H. C. WORT MAN 
CHAIR MA N 

M R. ROBERT G. DIECK 
VJCl!-C HAI RMAN 

MR. ROBERT G. DIECK 

MR. FOLGER JOHNSON 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

OREGON MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 
~P.C RF.TARY 

Jan . 5 ,1925 . 

Mr.Geo. R. E'unk Auditor, 
City of Portland, Ore. 
Dear Si r : 

I submit herewith a statment of the worL oi the 
, Art Corn.mission ,from Mar. 29 ,1924 to Dec.,;'.) ,1924: 

The commiss ion has stud ied and reno rt ed OL all 
such ma tter s us have b een referred to i t by . the Ci t y Counc i l 
incluo i.ng the g i ft o i a Jo an of Ar c s tatlF' "' i ver: t1: · 
Dr.H . .. ' ,Coe and a ;') ro posed g·i f t of o. statue oi ·:,1ashington 
by Dr.Coe,anct the gift of a d rink ing fountai n hy t h e 
D.A.R. The works oi art ana sit es for same heve b een 
careful l y studied and reco r: :,,·:endations oade on s1:1.me to t}·, e 
Council. 

The commission conduct ed a public exhi ht i on of 
pictures of municipal art of various t;\7llCS vvh ic h was 
hel d at the Cen tral Library , uct. 7 to Oct .~4 ,1~24. 

r:l.1 he commissio n jointly wit h the Fortland ~ha pt er 
o f t h e A • I. it • co n du c t ed a corn p et i t i on for a d es i g n i or 
a base for the J oan of Arc statue. ~his co ~pet ition was 
closed Dec. 9 ,1 ~24. 

Following i s an acc ount of the expenditures: 

Appropriation May 1 924 . 

hliscellaneous e~penses by 2 . G. Dieck to ~u l y 31 , 
L et t er h ea d s , on v el p p es , po s tag e , et c . b ~7 hr s . r_; erk e 

Blanks for Ar t Comm jssion by k rs.Gerke,Sept. 5 

Holders for Art Exhibi t by ;,1rs. Ling , Hov. 30 
Postag e,etc by R. G.Dieck ~ug .l to r ov. ~0 

Balance of ap propriation on hand with 
R.G. Dieck }10. o5 

Bes pectiully suhini t t eo 

• oO 

~ 7 _/ I f 
~--=-==----.,) {,,~~ NY~ 

Cv c,,, 
..,,/ 

I 

S ecr etar.r . 
~Lf -x 

X 
J 
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S RSONN EL 

MR~. n. C. WORTMAN 

MRS. LEE HOFFMAN 

MRS. J. C . ELLIOTT-KING 

MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 

MR. C . F. ADAMS 

MR . ROBERT G. DIECK 

MR. FOLGER JOHNSON 

THE ART COMMISSION 
CITY OF PORTLAND 

OREGON 

O FFIC ERS 

MRS. H. C . WORTMAN 
CHAIRMA N 

MR. ROBERT G. DIECK 
V ICE.~CHAIRMAN 

MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 
SECRETARY 

n.ugu.st 26.1924 . 

~o the Honorable , · yor a rHJ 
.. emb ers of' the council~ 
Ci t y o .or tl~r.~ . ~rcgo n. 

Gen t l otuon ; 
At tho rer-:ula r J..'lfl cting o f t.he .. rt Commission. 'Pu esda.y , 

At1g1.1s · 26 ,1924 . tho !orm:11 oiler of ,. r • .Henry :":-;,l o Coe to 
pr es ent to th. 6ity of Portland an origin9l bronze ntRtue by 
.P,:lltlpeo Gopp ni o.r :J corge i/ashington. ref erred to : he t.: ommiasion 
l.1y the Council. .s road .;.. lld di sc·1s8e..d . By rnt:tual consent, o.f 
t he vommission &.r.id Dr. Coe, 1 t er.: agrce...i th'. t, t:1e slrntches 
pres nt e we~o insufficient or t hn formin f of tn opinlo of 
·the proposed statue ui. £.. work o.f Drt c.. na that a u cision b e 
wi thheld until ~he donoi- coul se ure rno:r , infornt. tjon. t '&h o 
earliest n ssible t i .:-i e, -•r-Coe agr eed. to preseiit more sketohes 
and nhotog1•ti. phs oi t he dvsign to th 1: omr111ss1oza.. 

Copy 

Very Respacti'Ully 

!3 T d.ir< ·ction of t _o , rt Co:nrniseion 
of the yity 01 ~ortland 

~~ ~ ~Lf 
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PERSONNEL 

MRS. H. C. WORTMAN 

MRS. LEE HOFFMAN 

MRS. J. C . ELLIOTT-KING 
THE ART COMMISSION 

OFFICERS 

MRS. H. C . WORTMAN 
CHAIRMAN 

MR. ROBERT G. DIECK 
MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 

MR. C . F. ADAMS 

MR . ROBERT G. DIECK 

MR. FOLGER JOHNSON 

To the 

Honorable Mayor 

and 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

OREGON 

September 101 1925 

Members of the Council, 

City of Portland, 

Portland, Oregon. 

Gentlemen: 

VlCE~CHAlRMAN 

MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 

SECRETARY 

The Art Commission of the City of 

Portland desires to respectfully recommend to your Body, 

the approval of the sketch of the statue of George 

Washington submitted to the Commission by you for its 

consideration. 

The Commission finds the sketch to 

be of sufficient merit to warrant the complete develop-

ment of the statue provided, a sculptor of sufficient skill 

is to do the work. The Commission believes that an interest­

ing and creditable work of art will result. 

Respectfully submitted, 

=-·~ -~,;-f+~ ~ 
Secretary 
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PERSO NN EL 

MRS. H . C. WORTMAN 

MRS. LEE HOFFMAN 

MRS. J. C. ELLIOTT-KING 

MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 

MR. C. F. ADAMS 

MR. ROBERT G. DIECK 

MR. FOLGER JOHNSON 

THE ART COMMISSION 
CITY OF PORTLAND 

OREGON 

1Iarch 16 ,1926 

( 

OFFIC ERS 

MRS. H. C . WORTMAN 
CHAIRMAN 

MR. ROBERT G. DIECK 
VICE~CHAlRMAN 

MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 

SEC RETARY 

To the Honorabl e Mayor and Counci l of t he City of J:ort l and , 

Gent l emen: 

The .Art Commission of t he City of .1.:·ortlcnd res.J:)ectfuhl.y 

recommends the select ion of the si t e at The Alameda anu Sandy 

Boulevard :.:'or the s t a t ue of George V1 a shingt on • 

.Aft er careful consideration of t he s ub j ect , we 

hereby make this recommenda t ion . 

\ery respect f ully , 

The Art Commissi on ~ \. / _.. ,, 

b~~ ~V'-( 
Secret ary . 
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( \) IAR 24 1926 

. ~ AID O 1HE TABLE 

APR 18 1934 

, akc!I [10H1 Ule table 

PLACED ON FJLB 
NO FURTHER COi'-l:.:HDE-.A'l'.1.U.1.'l 

MAR 17 l~ t,L 
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.._,U&.CQ."' V'- .a.&,Vt,'CJ. '-7 VVLll,.&.U.&. 

January 19, 1968 

GEORGE WASHINGTON STATUE 

Description: A bronze life-like statue of George Washington by Pompei Coppini, 

protraying him as a Colonial gentleman, thus emphasizing the importance of his states-

manship and personality rather than that of a military man. The statue rests upon a 

granite base 51" wide by SU;" deep by 92" high. The inscription on the east face of 

base reads as follows: 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 

Presented to 

The City of Portland 

By 

Henry Waldo Coe 

1927 

Historical Data: Although there is documented discussion of the Washington Statue 

in Council proceedings with regard to location, approval of the statue by the Art 

Connnission, and final placement of the statue, this is the only statue of the four donated 

to the city of Portland by Dr. Henry Waldo Coe that does not rest upon City property. 

A petition of 3,600 citizens presented to Dr. Henry Waldo Coe by Dr. William 

Youngson, Pastor of Rose City Park Methodist Church, resulted in the placement of the 

statue at its present location at the intersection of N. E. Alameda and Sandy Boulevard, 

with subsequent approval of the Art Commission. On April 21, 1926 the City Council granted 

a request by the Philadelphia Sesquicentennial International Exposition and Dr. Henry 

Waldo Coe to exhibit the statue of Washington June 1 to December 1, 1926 at the Exposition. 
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(Resolution No. 16190) (See Book 81, Page 371 1926 Council Proceedings) 

The official dedication of the statue took place July 4, 1927 commemorating the 

151st anniversary of the founding of our nation. Dr. William Youngson represented the 

Coe family at the dedication, and Mayor Baker accepted the statue in behalf of the 

people of the City of Portland. Wallace McCamant accepted custody of the statue on 

behalf of the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution and Virgil A. 

Crum, President of the Friendship Masonic Home Association, presented the location site 

of the statue on behalf of the organization to the City. Dr. Henry Waldo Coe died with 

the conviction that this statue represented the best likeness of Washington cast in 

bronze, since he had made a personal study of various Washington statues. The article 

in the Oregonian July 5, 1927 was used for much of this source information, since no 

official resolution or ordinance was found pointing up the official responsibility of 

the City of Portland. 

Research Sources: Council Proceedings, Book 77, Page 335, Book 80, Pages 297, 643, 

681, Book 81, Pages 371, 493, 601, 608, 779, Book 85, Page 575, microfilm copies of old 

newspaper material at the Oregon Historical Society and Multnomah County Central llibrary 

were utilized. No ordinance or resolution found officially accepting the statue. 
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