PC-29 BUREAU OF PROPERTY CONTROL
e~y 250 CITY OF PORTLAND, OREGON
JOURNAL VOUCHER
FOUNTAINS, STATUES, & MEMORIALS
DATE January 19, 1968 JOURNAL VOUCHER *NO.
Georze Washington Statue

RECORD NO.

Private Property - Intersection of N, E, Alameda and Sandy Boulevard
ADDRESS
Statue
CLASSIFICATION CODE

Jonation

July L , 1927

3 B Ty o
2ee nemarys

HOW ACQUIRED

Dr. Henry W2ldo Coe

WHEN ACQUIRED ORDINANCE WNO.

FROM \WHOM ACQUIRED
REAL PROPERTY CROSS

REFERENCE 2

Private Propertiy

LOCATION NO.

DESCRIPTION ¢

hin as a Colonizal

LOCATION NAME

Henry laldo Coe

1927




HISTORICAL DATA  Although there is documented discussion of the ""ashington Statue
in Council proceedings with regard to location, approval of the statue by the Art Commission,
and final placement of the statue, this is the only statue of the four donated to the City
of Portland by Dr. Henry /aldo Coe that does not rest upon City property.

A petition of 3,600 citizens presented to Dr, Henry Waldo Coe by Dr, William Youngson,
Pastor of Rose City Park ilethodist Church, resulted in the placement of the statue at its
present location at the intersection of N, I, Alameda and Sandy Boulevard, with subsequent
approval of the Art Commission., On April 21, 1926 the City Council granted a request by
the Fhiladelphia Sesquicentennial International Zxposition and Dr, Henry aldo Coe to
exhibit the statue of Washington June 1 to December 1, 1926 at the exposition. (Resolution

The official dedication of the statue took place July 4, 1927 commemorating the 1l5lst
anniversary of the founding of our nation. Dr., William Youngson represented the Coe family
at the dedication, and lMayor Baker accepted the statue in behalf of the people of the City
of Portland. Wallace McCamant accepted custody of the stztue on behalf of the National
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution and Virgil A, Crum, Fresident of the Jfriend-
ship Masonic Home Association, presented the location site of the statue on behalf of the
organization to the City, Dr., Henry Jaldo Coe died with the conviction that this statue
reprasented the best likeness of ''ashington cast in bronze, since he had made a personal
study of various washington st:stues. The article in the Cregonian July 5, 1927 was used
for much of this source iniormation, since no official resclution or ordinance was found
pointing up the official responsibility of the City of Fortland,

REMIARIKKS Research Sources: Council Froceedings, Book 77, Paze 335, Book 80, Pages
297, 643, 681, Book 81, Page 371, 433, 601, 608, 779, Book 85, Page 575, microfilm coples
of old newspsper material at the Oregon Historieal Joclety and iultnomah County Central
Library were utilizec., No ordinance or resclution found officially accepting statne,
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. PERSONNEL

MRS, H. C. WORTMAN
*nS, LEE HOFFMAN
J. C. ELLIOTT-KING
MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE
MR. C. F. ADAMS
MR. ROBERT G. DIECK
MR. FOLGER JOHNSON

THE ART COMMISSION

CITY OF PORTLAND
OREGON

OFFICERS

MRS. H. C. WORTMAN

CHAIRMAN

MR. ROBERT G. DIECK
VICE-CHAIRMAN

MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE

SECRETARY

Jan.5,1955.

Mr.Geo.R.Funk Auditor,
City of Portland,Ore.
Dear Sir:

I submit herewith & statment of the worl of the
,Art Commission ‘from Mar.29,1924 to Dec.20,1924:

The commission has studied and reported on 81l
such matters as have been referred to it by the City Council
ineluaing the gift of a Jdoan of Arc statue ~iven hr
Dr.H.".Coe and & proposed gifit of a statue of Vashington
by Dr.Coe,and the gift of a drinking fountsin by the
D.A.R. The works of art and sites for same have been
carefully studied and recormendations made on same to the
Council.

The commission conducted & public exhibhtion of
pictures of municipal art of various types which wae
held at the Central Library,Uct.7” to Oct.l4,1924.

The commission jointly with the Portland Chapter
of the A.Tl.a.conducted a competition for & design ior
& base for the Joan of Arc statue. This competition was
closed Dec.9,lve4d.

Following is an account of the expenditures:

Appropriation lay 1924. 2B T0
liscellaneous expenses by n.G.Dieck to July 41, 2320
Letterheads,cnvelppes,postage,etec.by lirs.Cerke 25 .00
Blanks for Art Commission by lirs.Gerke,Sept.b 10,5
Holders for Art &xhibit by lirs.iing,lov.al G158
Postage,etc by R.G.Dieck aug.l to Lov.sD « 00

89.15

Balance of appropriation on hand with
R.G.Dieck $10.85

Respectiully submitted
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ZRSONNEL OFFICERS

MRS. . C.WORTMAN MRS. H. C. WORTMAN
MRS. LEE HOFFMAN CHAIRMAN
b v il THE ART COMMISSION
RS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERK MR. ROBERT G. DIECK
xR' R 2 CITY OF PORTLAND VICE-CHAIRMAN
MR. ROBERT G. DIECK OREGON ' MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE
MR. FOLGER JOHNSON SECRETARY

august 26,19z24.

20 the Honorable iayor and
c.embers of the Couneil,
Gity of iortland, regon,

Gentlewen:

At the regular neeting of the .rt Commission, Tuesday,
August 26,1924, tho formal offer of .r.BHenry 7aldo Cee to
pressnt to the @ity of Portland an origin=1 bronze statue by
Pompeo Coppini of Ceorge Washington, referred to the Commission
by the Council, was read znd discussed, Iy mutusl consent,of
the Commission and Dre. Coe, 1t wag sgreed thot the sketches
pres nte: wero insufficieat ior the forming of ¢n opiniorn of
the proposed statue aé & work of art cnd that & decision be
withheld until ‘he doner could secure more ipformstion. t the
earliest rossible {ine, .reCoe agreed to present more sketches
and ohotogrephs oif the degign to the commission.

very Respeetiully

Py dircetion of the art Commiseion
of the vity oi -ortlané

D Covee H O, Senke

Secretory

Copy

OG81
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PERSONNEL

MRS. H. C. WORTMAN

MRS. LEE HOFFMAN

MRS. J. C. ELLIOTT-KING

MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE
MR. C. F. ADAMS

MR. ROBERT G. DIECK

MR. FOLGER JOHNSON

To the

OFFICERS

MRS. H. C. WORTMAN

CHAIRMAN

THE ART COMMISSION C

CITY OF PORTLAND VICE-CHAIRMAN
OREGON MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE

September 10, 1925

Honorable Mayor

and

Members of the Council,

City of Portland,

Portland, Oregon.

Gentlemen :

The Art Commission of the City of

Portland desires to respectfully recommend to your Body,

the approval of the sketch of the statue of George

Washington submitted to the Commission by you for its

consideratione.

The Commission finds the sketch to

be of sufficient merit to warrant the complete develop=-

ment of the statue provided, a sculptor of sufficient skill

is to do the work. The Commission believes that an interest-

ing and creditable work of art will result.

Respectfully submitted, N

Secretary )
Lo
i\
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PERSONNEL OFFICERS

MRS. H. C. WORTMAN MRS. H. C. WORTMAN
CHAIRMAN

MRS. LEE HOFFMAN MI ION

MRS. J. C. ELLIOTT-KING TH E ART COM S S MR. ROBERT G. DIECK

MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE CITY OF PORTLAND VICE-CHAIRMAN

MR. C. F. ADAMS

MR. ROBERT G. DIECK OREGON MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE

MR. FOLGER JOHNSON SECRETARY

March 16,1926
To the Honorable Mayor and Council of the City of rortland,
Gentlemen:

The Art Commission of the City of rortlend respectfully
recommends the selection of the site &t The Alameda &nd Sandy
Boulevard {or the statue of George Washington.

Lfter careful consideration of the subject ,we
hereby make this recommendation.

Very respectfully,

becretary.
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January 19, 1968

GEORGE WASHINGTON STATUE
Description: A bronze life-like statue of George Washington by Pompei Coppini,
protraying him as a Colonial gentleman, thus emphasizing the importance of his states-
manship and personality rather than that of a military man. The statue rests upon a
granite base 51" wide by 51%'" deep by 92" high. The inscription on the east face of

base reads as follows:
GEORGE WASHINGTON
Presented to

The City of Portland

By
Henry Waldo Coe

1927

Historical Data: Although there is documented discussion of the Washington Statue
in Council proceedings with regard to location, approval of the statue by the Art
Commission, and final placement of the statue, this is the only statue of the four donated
to the city of Portland by Dr. Henry Waldo Coe that does not rest upon City property.

A petition of 3,600 citizens presented to Dr. Henry Waldo Coe by Dr. William
Youngson, Pastor of Rose City Park Methodist Church, resulted in the placement of the
statue at its present location at the intersection of N. E. Alameda and Sandy Boulevard,
with subsequent approval of the Art Commigsion. On April 21, 1926 the City Council granted

a request by the Philadelphia Sesquicentennial International Exposition and Dr. Henry

Waldo Coe to exhibit the statue of Washington June 1 to December 1, 1926 at the Exposition.



-2 =
(Resolution No. 16190) (See Book 81, Page 371 1926 Council Proceedings)

The official dedication of the statue took place July 4, 1927 commemorating the
151st anniversary of the founding of our nation. Dr. William Youngson represented the
Coe family at the dedication, and Mayor Baker accepted the statue in behalf of the
people of the City of Portland. Wallace McCamant accepted custody of the statue on
behalf of the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution and Virgil A.
Crum, President of the Friendship Masonic Home Association, presented the location site
of the statue on behalf of the organization to the City. Dr. Henry Waldo Coe died with
the conviction that this statue represented the best likeness of Washington cast in
bronze, since he had made a personal study of various Washington statues. The article
in the Oregonian July 5, 1927 was used for much of this source information, since no
official resolution or ordinance was found pointing up the official responsibility of
the City of Portland.

Research Sources: Council Proceedings, Book 77, Page 335, Book 80, Pages 297, 643,
681, Book 81, Pages 371, 493, 601, 608, 779, Book 85, Page 575, microfilm copies of old
newspaper material at the Oregon Historical Society and Multnomah County Central Library

were utilized. No ordinance or resolution found officially accepting the statue.
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] various Whashing@lPutatues and to
have cor¢luded that ths one in
Mexico ! by Pompel Coppini was

the best.| He ﬂrstk asked for a

; D replica ol that work, but Coppini

“l' me¢ thousands of childres In{ntormed Mim that he had something

the years ‘to come golng by this{petter to/gubmit. And that is how
enca Of | this statule came to he produced.

_ iJikeness of! Dr. Coe baw the statue before his

Washington {un moulding thelr lives. | death temporarily placed at the

[ see in'this ststus ‘an eloquentiin-{front of [the art bulifing at the

Sesqui-Ceptennial = exposition  in

Philadelphis, to which [he had lent

the bronze. - He was greatly pleased

with it uid died with the conviction

i Cow “From First Page.
of getting and bolding. ‘Dr. Coe,
whom we hold fn sacred memory at

this hour, was a real philanthropist.

this magnificent bronse:

of; the citizens of this city.  And as
it looks down ths Old Oregon trail,
the route the pioneers traveled, it
will be ito this city what the per-
sonality of Georgé Washington has
beea for a century and a hall—a
sleepless sentinel guarding our free
institutions.” : i

'The c¢rowning glory of his we)i-

that the stattue which he 'was pre-
senting Portl#nd was the Dbest
Washington likeness that had Yyet
been cast| jn bronze. :

Wallace | McCamant accepted the
custody' of the statue on behalf of
rounded life, Dr. Youngson 00“"the natignal’ society, Sons of the
cluded, was the character ' thatl smerican| Revolution. The Declara-
George Washington bequesthed toltjon of Independence, signed 151
the world: : e years ag¢ vesterday, would -have

Accepting the gift, Mayor Bakeripeen empty rhetoric, he said, with-
declared that {t gave him great sat-f,ne the milltary genlus and state-
{afaction to repelve on behalf of the| . of q,o,ge Washington. Virgil
people of the city such a wonderful| 4 gory

Lo

5 m,! president of the Friend-
monument to.one of the country'siynip Masgnic Home assoclation, pre-
honored great. He expressed regret| s nied th : site of the statue on be-
that Dz Coe might not have been|;,i¢ o7 the organization to the city.

‘privilegéd to-be there in person”to

hear and know the appreciation of ation Takes Part.

his fellow citizens. A By coirnicidence a delegation of 110
] le that 1]members of the Bhenandoah Valley

eclal swwas able to particl-

“On behalf ppf the peop S5l tourist &
¢ .- therefore, this,

tepreagnl 1. arcept s pats in the dedication of the statue

ing | of the illustrious son of their state.}

wonderful = gift,” 'said the mayor,’
{of oiir citizens. May those in res f= oo _
HOOSE A\DIAN NA]
CHOOSE A CANAL AT

“and pass it oh to the safe Keep
spoasible positions ses that every
11k lﬁ

1sh of the donor in réspect to this
the Ging 4

4

At this ‘point, Henry Waldo Coe,
small grandson of the donor, pulled
‘the cord which allowed the flags
draped about the bronze to . fall
away revealing in it majectic
beauty the statue of Washington,
set at the mpex . of the triangular
‘plot and racléng up Saady boulevard.

Statue Not Duplirated.

The  xtatue reprexents the : first

president as a'retired gentleman and
southern aristocrat. His polse 18

;llr’)ll

1

&

new wi

g
} g

dence 18 redssuring. His mouth Is
‘set firm in the typical Washington
style, ldcalized In the famous paint-

|

imdﬁ.hamofmkam
Mel!-t,th:onghtthnudiqflloc e, |
'l!'benowycrest of huge Mt. Robson, Mon«
atch of the Canadian Rockies, séen from your
car window. Awesame mountaia crags give

o s dreased not as a soldler but ﬁ'

colonial gentleman, emphasiz-
fmportance of his statesman-
d personality rather than the
mm “aspect featured In most
Washington statues. It is the
‘ot its kind, and by agree-

: rl ;x;
|ing the
TR

ice_to yawning chasms; roaring waterfalls,
10 savage, lashing rivers. This, the m:?
’_'i‘wm”l‘". . ',‘ ';

op-off at.






