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CITY OF PORTLAND> OR ~GO'r-.l. 

JOURf'-lAL VOUC\-\ER 
FOUNTA\ NS ) STA-rUES f ME.M0~21ALS 

DATE June 1 ~ 967 JOURNAL V OUCl-lE ~ NO. ______ _ 

R.e-CORD ~O 
. 2nd Oregon Momunent 

N AViE 

Lownsdale Square -- betweens . W. 3rd & 4th Avenues, Main and Salmon Streets 
~.cmr2ess 

Mernodal 

-1lonatioii 
H o ,v A.CQ Ut \<..ED 

5-30-1906 
'..VI-\E:N AC~U \ 12.~ t> 

CODE: 

13251 (See Remarks) 

Soldier's Monument Committee - Harvey w. Scott, P_re_s_i_·a_e_n_t ________ _____ _ 
DONOR 

_ 450 
l O C AT\ON NO. 

Bureau of Parks -- Plaza Blocks ~'--------------------
LOC A T \ 0 N N AME:: 

D ~SC.R \ PT l ON : A granite monument of stone frcm Barre, Vermont and located in a 
circle approximately 46 1 in diameter at the intersection of walks running diagonally 1: • • -E S 

across the park. Monument rests on three circular steps entitled "First in Manilan, 
"First In Phil ippines", "First In Guam". 

The west face of monument carries the following inscription: 
"ERECTED BY THE CITIZENS OF OREGON TO THE DEAD OF THE SECOl\1D OREGON UNITED 

STATES VOLUNTEER INFANTRY. ANNO DOMINI MDCGCCIV. 11 

The east face of monument carries the names of 64 members of this unit who died 
during the Spanish American War. 

The monument is surmounted by the bronze figure of a soldier of this unit in 
battle dress and was reportedly posed for by a member of the Second Oregon. 

The base is surrounded by an iron chaj_n supported by 8 granite pillars, each 
bearing the name of a major engagement . In addition, at the north and south of the 
monument and on the lowest step of the monument's base are mounted 2 howitzers which 
were used in the defense of Fort Sumpter during the Civil War. 



H tSTOR.lC:AL DATA Following the battle of Malabon, March 24-25, 1899, in which 
the Second. Oregon distinguished itself, Harvey W. Scott, Editor of the Oregonian, 

initiated a dri~e for an appropriate monument honoring the dead of t he regiment. A 
voluntary association was formed with Mr. Scott serving as President and Treasurer. 
In the Oregonian of Sunday, June 18,1899, Mr. Scott wrote an impassioned editorial 
calli ng for the erection of a monument in the Plaza Blocks which should be of 
granite with a large base and bearing the names of fallen soldiers cut into its sides. 
He estimated its cost to be between $10,000 and $20,000. He also expressed the hope 
that it might be completed by the time the troops returned and at the latest during 
the year 1899. Mr. Scott reportedly started the fund with a contribution of $500, 
and by the time the troops reached San Francisco on Thursday, July 13, 1899, the fund 
had r~ached $5,780.46. 

Mr. Scott I s hopes for a rapid completion of the campaign were not to be realized 
for it was not until May 30,1906 that the monument was completed anddedicated. 

Reportedly, the committee had raised $15,858.65 and spent :$14, 722.22 in erecting 
this monument. The balance of this fund, $1,136.43, was turned over to the Mayor, 
Harry Lane, for use in maintaining the monument. 

REl-AAR. l<S 
1. Ord. #91420 changes the administration of this fund to the City Tr easurer. 
2. Research sources: Park Board Minutes, Book I, pages 100, 135, 137, 148, 149. 

Council Documents f or 1902, 1903, 1905, & 1906. 
The Oregonian for 6-18-1899, 6-19-1899, and 12-31-1905. 
Historical data quoted in Ord. #91420. 



2nd OREGON MONUMENT 

Description: A granite monument of stone from Barre, Vermont and located 

in a circle approximately 46' in diameter at the intersection of walks running 

diagonally across the park. Monument rests on three circular steps entitled 

"First in Manila, First in Philippines, First in Guam". The West face of the 

monument carries the following inscription: "ERECTED BY THE CITIZENS OF OREGON TO 

THE DEAD OF THE SECOND OREGON UNITED STATES VOWNTEER INFANTRY. ANNO DOMINI 

MDCCCCIV." The East face of the monument carries the names of 64 members of this 

unit who died during the Spanish American War. The monument is surmounted by the 

bronze figure of a soldier of this unit in battle dress and was reportedly posed 

for by a member of the Second Oregon. 

The base is surrounded by an iron chain supported by 8 granite pillars, each 

bearing the name of a major engagement. In addition, at the North and South of the 

monument and on the lowest step of the monument's base are mounted 2 howitzers which 

were used in the defense of Fort Sumpter during the Civil War. 

Historical Data: Following the battle of Malabon, March 24-25m 1899, in 

which the Second Oregon distinguished itself, Harvey W. Scott, Editor of the 

Oregonian, initiated a drive for an appropriate monument honoring the dead of the 

regiment. A voluntary association was formed with Mr. Scott serving as President 
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and Treasurer. In the Oregonian of Sunday, June 18, 1899, Mr. Scott wrote an 

impassioned editorial calling for the erection of a monument in the Plaza Blocks which 

should be of granite with a large base and bearing the names of fallen soldiers cut 

into its sides. He estimated its cost to be between $10,000 and $20,000. He also 

expressed the hope that it might be completed by the time the troops returned and at 

the latest during the year 1899. Mr. Scott reportedly started the fund with a 

contribution of $500, and by the time the troops reached San Francisco on Thursday, 

July 13, 1899, the fund had reached $5,780.46. 

Mr. Scott's hopes for a rapid completion of the campaign were not to be realized 

for it was not until May 30, 1906 that the monument was completed and dedicated. 

Reportedly, the committee had raised $15,858.65 and spent $14,722.22 in 

erecting this monument. The balance of this fund, $1,136.43, was turned over to 

the Mayor, Harry Lane, for use in maintaining the monument. 

Remarks: 1. Ord. #91420 changes the administration of this fund to the City Treasurer. 

2. Reasearch Sources: Park Board Minutes, Book I, pages 100, 135, 137, 148, 
149. Council Documents for 1902, 1903, 1905 & 1906. The Oregonian for 
6-18-1899, 6-19-1899 and 12-31-05. 
Historical data quoted in Ord. #91420. 
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28 ,1902. 

~ .. 0 11. rt. ,;r. Scott, 
ChainE?-en of Ge neral Corrnnittec foe the Erection of a 
I-lonurn.ent to t he J.Ier:lory of the :Dead. of the Second Oregon. 

Referring to your favor of t he 22nd inst. the ~ub-

Com,nit t.e e on selec~ion of a . .,_ 
Sl l,e for the monument, be g leave 

suc,r:1i t the fo l.lowi.n g report : 

MAYOR 

to 

We ha1re selected the center cf Sixth 3treet betvreen :. ,orrison 

and Ya~iliill Streets, between the Portlm1d Hot el and the ?ost Office, 

We believ e that a s pace 25 feet in di ~~eter wifl be sufficient and 

as this is a wide street it will leave a drive-way on eac h sidt:; of 

12½ feet. If this is not enough, the sidewalks on this street are 

15 f eet vd.de 8.nc~ five f ee t or I.'lore c ould be tal:en off en eac1i side 

opp osi te the n;.onvment and sti 11 lea7e si;.ff ic i ent side;ra l"'.<:. This 

wculd leave a drive- way on each side of the monumen~ of 17½ feet or 

more. I enclose he rewith t 1.;o olue prir:ts, one sho c:v"ing tr~e mo n ur,wnt 

round and ttB ot he r oblong . 

We trust that thia selection will be satisfactory to the General 

Cc rnrrli t tee ct.rid that t:C1ey ·i:i 11 give a dee i sj_on quickly so t hat t?~e 

necessary arrangements can be made vri th the City a v.thod.ties for 

u.se of the strf:et for the ==-~on-u.n1en t a r. d. tl:e vrnrk ~Ju s hed a he2.d as 

qu.i cl<:l ~/ as poss i b .le a~:~f t~r1..e peop le sser:. to be d.is .. ·satisfi e d. 't,•r i t.1': t!:e 

delay . In case the Co rmnitte e are n ot satisfied. ·Nith this selectic n, 
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the Su.b-Ccm.rllittee on Selection of ~3ite will be pleased to take -~ 
further acth>n at any time. 

I r eturn herevith letter of Col onel Jackson on this subj e ct. 

Fnc s . 

Yours respectfully, 

___, ___/__-p-iif:37-:-?~ 
~~ C:::::~ __./'(__...:0--c--<..}Z" 

Chairms.n 
Sub-CcY:'.rrni ttee on Jfon1..,rn1::,.~:. t Site. 



An Ordinance authorizing the erection of a monu?ueht in the 

}Jo1·th Plaz a :Block in lionor cf the members of the Second Ore gon 

Regiment;who died while in the serv-ice of t1:~ United States 

durine; t m war in the Philippine Islands, 

The City of Portland does ordain as follows: 

Section 1: That authority is hereby granted for the erection 

of a Honun1ent i.n honor of the members of the Second Oregon Re gi:nei:t 

who died while i n the service of the Unj_ted States durin g the V7ft,r 

in the Philippine Islands, in the center of the North Plaza Block , 

numb ered 53, in the ?lat of Port la..:,d, and bo"..lnded cy Sa.J. mon , ::ai::1, 

Thir_d and Fourth Streets, in said City. 

Passed the Council, },!arch 

Audito r . 
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Ordina nc e };o. 

Authorizing the erection of 
a monument to Dead of 2nd 
Oregon , . in North Plaza Elk • 

'l 

f 

.. I 

YEAS Nr\YS 

Albee 
/ 
,,I 

Bentley 
/ 

Cardwell 

Flegel . 

Foeller 

Merrill . 

Rume1iu 

Sharkey ·-------- - --

Sherrelt 

I 

Sigler . ' 

Ziminenna11 . / 

Total .. 
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fYII11IT A~Y OEP.A~Tf,'rEf-; 

Inspeeto.r-... Gener-a.l's Office, 

Por,th,nd,' Or,egon. 



\,Vhidden & Levtis 
Architects 

Concord Building 

a r.1o d.e l 

Portland, Oregon, 

Respe e t full~.r, 

W. M. Wbiddc'1 
Ion Lewis 



Whiddeu & Lewis 
Architects 

Concord Bu ilding 
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W. M. Whidden 
Ion Lewis 



In reply refer to No. 

Thos. G. Devlin, 

STA TE OF OREGON 

MILITARY DEPARTMENT 

Adjutant General's 0 /lice 

Portland, Oregon, Oct. 12 j 19 0!'-3 • 

Auditor, Ci ty of Port lani, 

Port land, Oregon. 

Dea,r Sir:~ 

Yours of October 9th., r9f0rri~1g to construction of mon;.rnent to 

Soco:1:l Ore.;on Volunte9rs , in the no::-th Plaze. bl :)ck , iB a.t har:1d. 

It w8.s f'out1d nocesBs.ry to cho.n5e the constructor of the gra:ni te part 

of this mmJ.U'llEmt, Y1h :bh co.ussd an unexpected delt1,~1 • After rmking the 

change I was aclv.i.oed ·by l)ot.h the contracto:!." for and. constructor of' this 

monLl:ne11t tha. t the bases v10·: __ 1lcl ba ship:_oecl by tl1e Firs t of Sept0m1Je1~ a11d 

have be0~ expacting thorn ever since. Yesterd~y a lotter f~os the con-

stru0Lo1" at Barre, Vermont, stated thci,t ·0ille of lacU.ng o:e t:1e steps and 

posts h9.d been .sont the cont:::·&.ctor, Ur. H. G. Wrj_ght, and that the (l:le fa· 

about coi:rpletea., and w11 1 ahortly be shi1}p,Jd. J ust as soon as the monument 

is in place, the Co;-:1rnittee will aee to putting the surro~ .. mdings in the bo ~:lt 

possible sho.po . The Co:::rmi ttee h:l.s besn urgent in hastening the cornpletion 

of this momL11ent, and ox pee ts,d to have it erected by Decors-. tion Day, bat 

the work was being done so far away tho.t efficient control could not "oo 

exercised. 

Very 
AL . 

ANSWERED 
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Portt:rnc1 , 

To th e Honorable: :\lay or and Co11,i cil of tl K City of Portlam:: 

G entkrne11: 

Your Com m ittee on 

h aving had the same under co11siderati o11, respectfull y recornmenc1 that .. 
S tl J.d. c o:n'7.1_1!11 ;_~~--:, t Jor! 1~ e 

R espectful ly snb:nitted, 

Committee on 




