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JOURNAL VOUCHER
FOUNTAINS, STATUES, ¢ MEMORIALS

DATE March 19, 1968 JOURNAL VOUCHER *NO.

Coming Of The White Man Statue

RECORD NO. NAME

Washington Park

ADDRESS
Statue
CLASSI|FICATION CODFE
Donation October 6, 1904 See Remarks
HOW ACQUIRED WHEN ACQUI\RED ORDINANCE WNO.

D, P, Thompson Family

FROM \WHOM ACQUIRED

REAL PROPERTY CROSS REFERENCE:

Bureau of Parks
535 Washington Park

LOCATION NO, LOCATION NAME

DESCRIPTION ¢ Life-size bronze statue of an indian chief , supposedly Chief Multnomah,
and a young brave which captures their mood as they gaze toward the Columbia River and
see for the first time the white stranger coming uninvited to their land. The statue
stands upon a natural stone which is 9' wide by 7' long by 65¢ high, "Presented to the
City of Portland by the family of David P. Thompson®, is chiseled in the upper northeast
face of the natural stone. Inscribed on the castern base of the statue itself is "Coming
Of The White Man®, ’

The sculptor of this fine example of statuary was Hermon Atkins MacNeil,




HISTORICAL DATA. Ffirst communication to the City of Portland in regard to the
"Coming Of The White Man" statuary was in the form of a letter addressed to the Board

of Park Commissioners from the D, P. Thompson family, August 2, 1902, The letter stated
the intention of the D, P. Thompson family to present to the City of Portland a monument
and their desire to have the City set apart an appropriate tract of land in the City

Park (now Washington Park) where the monument might be placed., The Board of Park
Comnissioners took action September 5, 1902 and iMayor G. H. Williams along with T. L. £liot
were designated to answer the D, P, Thompson family., The reply found the Park Commissioners
honored to accept the monumental bronze group, and to provide the necessary tract of land
in City Park for its placement. The letter submitted to the Park Commission shows that the
D, P. Thompson family made careful investigation of the skill of the sculptor commissioned
to execute this work of art., Mr., d. A, MacNell appeared on the scene highly recommended by
Mpr, Daniel C. French, who at that time was considered by some, one of the greatest - if not
the greatest - living sculptors.

The creation of this work of art consumed approximately two years before its
completion. The finished bronze work represents a real tribute to the skill of the sculptor,
who had spent most of his life in the studios of 01d “orld capitals and although having
little contact with American Indians, captured the true spirit of the Hultnomah Indians.

The dedication took place 3:00 p.m. October 6, 1904 and an article in the Oregonian
October 7, 1904 extensively covers the dedication. The late D, P, Thompson was represented
by Joseph W, Teal, his son-in-law, at the dedication. Prominent citizens and early pioneers
walked or drove to the top of the steep promentory to gaze upon the statuary. Hayor Williams
accepted the sculpture from ifr., Teal and lauded the generosity, public spirit, and good taste
of the family of the late David P. Thompson.

REMARIKS No official ordinance or resolution found accepting the "Coming Of The White
Man"; however, Park Board minutes validate the acceptance of the statue by the City of
Portland, September 5, 1902 - Park Board Minutes - Book I, Pages 77, 78, 80, communication
from the D. P, Thompson family offering to the City of Portland a monument, or a group of
statuary and acceptance of same by the Board of Park Commissioners.

October 7, 1904 - Park Board Minutes - Book I - Page 199, acknowledgement of the
Park Board of the formal presentation of “The Coming Of The White Man™ to the City of
Portland and briefly describing the cersmony and participation by his Honor Geo. H, Williams,
Mayor,

Material Source: Park Bosrd Minutes - Book I - Pages 77, 73, 80, 199, 202, Anmual
Reports Pages 223, 224, microfilm copies of newspapers at Oregon Historical Soelety and
Multnomah County Central Library,

NOTE: On March 10, 1971, Ordinance No. 132294 was passed accepting the "Coming of
the White Man'" statuary.




March 19, 1968

COMING OF THE WHITE MAN

Description: Life-size bronze statue of an Indian chief, supposedly Chief
Multnomah, and a young brave which captures their mood as they gaze toward the
Columbia River and see for the first time the white stranger coming univited to their
land. The statue stands upon a natural stone which is 9' wide by 7' long by 65" high.
"Presented to the City of Portland by the family of David P. Thompson", is chiseled in
the upper northeast face of the natural stone. Inscribed on the eastern base of the
statue itself is "Coming Of The White Man". The sculptor of this fine example of
statuary was Hermon Atkins MacNeil.

Historical Data: The first communication to the City of Portland in regard to the
"Coming Of The White Man" statuary was in the form of a letter addressed to the Board
of Park Commissioners from the D. P. Thompson family, August 2, 1902. The letter stated
the intention of the D. P. Thompson family to present to the City of Portland a monument
and their desire to have the City set apart an appropriate tract of land in the City
Park (now Washington Park) where the monument might be placed. The Board of Park
Commissioners took action September 5, 1902 and Mayor G. H. Williams along with T. L.
Eliot were designated to answer the D. P. Thompson family. The reply found the Park
vComnissioners honored to accept the monumental bronze group, and to provide the necessary

tract of land in City Park for its placement. The letter submitted to the Park Commission
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shows that the D. P. Thompson family made careful investigation of the skill of the sculptor
commissioned to execute this work of art. Mr. H. A, MacNeil appeared on the scene

highly recommended by Mr. Daniel C. French, who at that time was considered by some, one

of the greatest - if not the greatest - living sculptors.

The creation of this work of art consumed approximately two years before its
completion. The finished bronze work represents a real tribute to the skill of the
sculptor, who had spent most of his life in the studios of 0Old World capitals and
although having little contact with American Indians, captured the true spirit of the
Multnomah Indians.

The dedication took place at 3:00 p.m. October 6, 1904, and an article in the
Oregonian October 7, 1904 extensively covers the dedication. The late D. P. Thompson
was represented by Joseph N. Teal, his son-in-law, at the dedication. Prominent
citizens and early pioneers walked or drove to the top of the steep promentory to gaze
upon the statuary. Mayor Williams accepted the sculptore from Mr. Teal and lauded the
generosity, public spirit, and good taste of the family of the late David P. Thompson.

Remarks: ** No official ordinance or resolution found accepting the "Coming Of
The White Man", however, Park Board minutes validate the acceptance of the statue by
the City of Portland. September 5, 1902 - Park Board Minutes - Book I, Pages 77, 78,

80, communication from the D. P. Thompson family offering to the City of Portland a
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monument, or a group of statuary and acceptance of same by the Board of Park
Commissioners. October 7, 1904 - Park Board Minutes - Book I, Page 199, acknowledgement
of the Park Board of the formal presentation of "The Coming Of The White Man" to the
City of Portland and briefly describing the ceremony and participation by his Honor
Geo. H, Williams, Mayor.

Material Source: Park Board Minutes - Book I, Pages 77, 78, 80, 199, 202, Annual
Reports Pages 223, 224, microfilm copies of newspapers at Oregon Historical Society and

Multnomah County Central Library.

** NOTE: On March 10, 1971, Ordinance No. 132294 was passed accepting the

"Coming Of The White Man" statuary.
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DATE .OF ORGANIZATION
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CITY OF PORTLAND
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CENIUS IN STATUE

| Great Work of Art for Cxty
Park.

“COMING OF THE WHITE MAN" |

Chief Multnomah ind Youngk i;ﬁor

" Are Dapicted In Bronze, Oulng ’
~ Into Distance, Presumably
at Arrlul of Explonn. o

—.

#

Hermon Atkins MacNeil has been en-

gaged all this week in superintending the

into that old chief. He has depicted a
patriarch in  the tull of his
bou..y strength, with & frame of iron and
still capable of fighting with dash and
a certaln stroke. His are the legs of
strength and agtlity, the knees tightly

‘| bound by tendons and the cords of the

thigh drawn. He stands on his toes to
see better, imaking hollows in his hips
and bringing out the groin line clear.
iue lega are those of perfect strength,
with the veins showing a little more prom-
inently thaq in & young man. The body
is upright, the arma roldod n.nd a shield
is slung over the back.

PV I tlu} face that b tho powor. It
s that of a!Multnomah, a man of mental
abllity, a savage leader, He guided. his

| own people by his wisdom and led them In

conquest on the enemy. . The neck is
drawn in heavy cords and upon it is the
chin of hauteur, almost disdain, tHe eyes
expectant, but not astonished; the noee
masterful, . the long, strong hair bound
back by a band.

Beside him is the young brave, & p.ca
behind his elder, the skin thrown over
his shoulders still caught by the wind.
He has barely stopped, his face, his body.
his arms, his legs, everything expressing
open curiosity and wonderment. He holds
up in his left hand a branch which he

setting up of his masterplece in sculp-

might have broken from the vine maple

e - -0 < -

> > > <

%
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£00D DONE

Ex - Senator M,
Damage w

FORESTS SUFFEF

From Close Personai
Says Flames H

" Green Standing

' Destroyed Muoh

Ex-Senator George W.

city, having returned bu

from his timberiand hold
ker Hiil district on the

| in SBouthern Columbia o

It is known that the 8
of his personal effects in
atroyed 8t. Helens a ahd
it {s supposed by many
forest fires have also
the recent past. This is
by Mr. McBride, who. sa
age through Columbia d
overestimated and that
reality been more of a b
jury to the peopie holdin
that district. Yesterd
Senator told of his expe
vations gained while cin
vicinity of the fires that
sweeping through the tinm
incalcuiable loss to the

“It may  seem strange
such an assertion,”
in the face.of the excite
and the stories that have
told, but I believe I am &
out of a tract of timbe:
estimated at $3,000,000 th
not more than $1000. In
Bunker Hill along the
1 have some timber, and
of thefire I was camp
district. Ian the tract w
my observation there
and I think [ am sdfe in
more than 500 acres w
fire and of that portlon
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(904 ¢ regocrien

ture, “The Coming of the White Man."
uwpon a kaell in the City Park. Within
a day or two the bronze figures of Chief
Muitnomah and the young brave will be
standing upon a rough rock as it they had
Just run up the hill, looking off through
an opening in the trees over Portland
toward the Columbia River gap, as if be-
holding for theé tirst time I.ewis and Clark

a8 they came out through :he narrow

walls of the canon,

This gift to the city, mads by the chli«
dren of the late I). P. Thompeon, {in mem-
ory of their father, has taken one of the
leading sculptors of the country two
years to compiete, and ke has now come
to Portland to sees it placed in position
and superintend the work. Yesterday he
was ¢gn the knoll, which i{s just to the
east Of the dearplt. with his coat off,
his kand in the work itself, with the
bronss statie upricht on the grass he-
side the pedestal facing as {t will stand
when placed. People drifting by stoppad

and even the )eaxt u-tw.ie coum i th.n

he has just passed, and waves it in token
of a gred will to the strangers.

Before Sunday thix masterpiece will he
in piace and the people of Portland wiil
see that they have a work of art not sur-
pussed by any the country boasts of and
scmething that wiil eall to mind to thair
great grandchildren why the Centennlal
of the coming of lLewis and Clark was
celebrated {n the year 1906,

" Veteran Fireman Seeks chrcc.

Charlca’ C.  Dobelbower, an old-time
Portiand | fireman, has commenced ruit
in tha State Circuit Court in Columbia
County agajnat Francea A. Dobledbower
for & divoree on account of desertion. Me.
Dobelhower has been living for some time
past at Rainter and Mrs. DoYelbower con-
ducts a lodging-houss on Salmon street.

| it nmpattiecstmstffprnseemer
1] v i
Says Jennings Refused to Pay Fars.

Helen (* Jennings, In answer to the
_sult of hi-r ‘husband,

ing and consoling
What the

which had been in
and where & large
fiammable dedbris
ground. Chips, ba
cut from the faliled
tered over the
would be thinned
would be given to
places the fire won
feed upon and wg
was here that the
done,

"“The dulk of ﬂ\e
the fires that wer|
‘burns’ scattered o
the timber was Qe

the fires started In
the green and wsolid

could not fght thel
wall of green and
dense underbrush.

““‘Hers and there

ber, but even hero
more than one per
forest it would no
per ¢ont.
““Thereafter from
would say that not
the 20.000-acre tract
visited by fire, wh
brush and the de
from 40 acres of §

have destroyed the
timber that has

which are kil

have heen destroye
{oregts will thus be
from that source;
derbrush through a
ber have heen buru
been cleared and op
time secured from
sourca,

“Altogether,” con
Bride, “]1 do not th
fires have done any
a few men may ha
there. But the

the opening of the f.
er benefit than &
few doliars lost and
I also am sure thai
prevalled In the d
vation will hold

of the state from wi
cessive 1oas have ¢
that the total das

AN
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‘sonfident that
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Oregon s still
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- present dio-
however, there
i the time will
when this will
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on

remarriage,
ristically em-
convention, is
I know what
peny for many
pposed to re-
ple, and posi-
bh & ceremony.
my clergy

pCOIDeS & law
i be'a different

r his views

11 elect some
bishops nom-
putics elects in
ishops. There
plected for two
h, these being
and Hankow,
ne will surely
making rapid
Il non-Roman
o Latin coun-
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trom Oregon
the clergy and
r. A. A. Mor-
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. PROBLEM
restle
ton.

eeting of the
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be postponed
illriess of sev-

meeting wiil
te future, at
on of the pro-
be discussed
d. There will
held in vari-

With'

1 his face lined with character, stands

GVESTATUETOGITY

Heirs Cof D P, '."Thomb,sbh
- Make Presentation.

i

MONUMENT IS VERY: STRIKING

J. N. Teal Makes Spesch Explalning
~ 8Something of the Artist's Con-
- _ceptlon, and Mayor Willlams

- Accepts Gift for Portland,

R : ;
k S ;

Before several carriage loads of Port-
land’s leading, citizens the bronze statue,
“The Cousng of the White Man,” con-
celved by ithe genius of Hermon Atkina
MacNeil, '‘was formally presented to the
city yesterday at 3 P. M. by the heirs
of the late D. P. Thompson, represented
by Joseph N. Teal, his ron-in-law. Walk-
Ing or drivisg, It is a steep climb to the
highest eminence In the City Park, where
the statue has been placed, but a crowd
‘of prominent people came to look upon
the masterpiece and receive  the gift In
the name of the city. There wers many
ploneers present, men and women with
whose lives the epoch the statue symbol-
izes ends, who stood and lstensd while
thelr ploneer Mayor, Judge Williams,
spoke their gratitude for them. S

It is/a tribute to the artist that he, a
man ‘'who was raised in New England, ha
spent his life In the satudlos of the Ol
World's capitals, and knows Indians only
from contact with the preseat genera-
tion, ahould be able to portray a. great
Indian chief, like Multnomah, 20 mas-
terfully that Mayor Willlams, who knew
the original fnhabitants of the country,
should say it ‘‘represented the real In-
dians as they were.” . : ‘-

The idea embodied in the group is read
at’ a glance. It pomscsses the simplicity
of the highest art. Multnomah, who ruled
‘his. own tribe by his oratory and the
neighboring tribes by the strength of his
arm, has been warned that there are
white men coming through the Columbia
River gap. He runs with the lightness of
youth up & knoll to see them, and is
accompanied by a young brave. The
sculptor chooses the moment when they
catch the first sight of the approaching
strangers, Lewis and Clark. The chief,
on
his toes to mes better, butidoes not give

way to ﬂrlodty_ and excitement as his

m s lwg':lm ‘The m
sBost vires s Beasah i token o goes

‘most &8 vague as & dream.

Doubtless, through rumors nmning from tride
to tribe, he had heard of the resuits of the
white man's visits in the country to the east,
but he had never come in contact with them.
Haughty. deflant, as becomes a mighty ochiel,
tain, resantful, yet interested, wise with the
wisdom of age and experience, feeling forebod: '

inge of disaster, he stood eternly on the rock, |
bravely facing & fate he could not avold, re.}

solved, as a great warrior, to fall, if fall he
must, as only warriora fall. The younger
tribesman, full of curiosity and intérest, reck-
Ing not of the future, the novelty of it all ap-

pealing o him, waves from a bough broke.,,ﬁ :

from the nearest bush, & salutation. It is the
antithesis of youth and age. What higher
peychological moment could have beea chosen,
what more etriking theme to represent civiliza-
tion’s approach? It is a note sounded by s
genfus, i : .

Lo Multaomah's Falliag Star,

It seems to me that as one lcoks. on the
bronze figures sianding on tHe rock gasing up
Columbia’s Gorge, one cannot but fegl tor old
Multnomah and hia faliing star, and pity the
youthful innocence of the boy who did not
know that bhefore civillzation’s march barba-
riam falle, as disappears the dew before the
rising sup. By you and by succeeding geners-
tions mugt the verdict be rendered as.to how
weil and feelingiy the sculptor has done him
work. The donors can only say they feel &
debt of gratitude to Mr, MacNell in. thus per-
peiuating the thought which to them was al-
There are thowe
arcund us who were amongst the founders of
this mmnnwealth‘s.'who heiped lay the firat
rough hearthi-stone,, who hewed the first trees
that made the cabin home that has since de-
veloped into the stately sructure we call our
sate.  To them this group must bring memories
of struggles, joys 4nd surrows of half a century
aga, wod to them it teils a story as fuil of
fomance and «# wonderful as that of the early
Furiteh or Virginian, ' :

: Duty a Flensaat Ome, '

"As a son of Oregon, as & loyal citizen of this
beautiful eity, I could say much on a subject
80 interesting and so dear to me, but I must
{reepass no further on your time, as my duty
e & sinpie, but a Dicamant ohe,

Mr, Mayor, tuo you, se representing the City.
of Purtland, 1 now, on behaif of the donors,
the family of Mr. Thompson, deliver this statue,
assuting you that it,is to them & double pleas-
ure, as they not only carry out the wishes oY
& husband and father, but also have erected a
memorial which will recall to generutions yet
unborn the early history of the great Oregon
Country.

Mayor Willlams made
usual short replies:

Mayor Willlams Makes Reply. -

Mr. Teal. I accept for the Aty of Portland
thie - magnificent group Qf matuary presented
by the tamily of the late David P. Thompson.
They have made s gift to this city which wil]
#and here for generations to comne as a monu-
ment to thelr genervsity, public spirit and good
tasie. This statuary will add greatly to the
sttractions of this beautiful park. I have seen
many of the equestrian and herolc statues ot
Eastern cities, but none of them AppeAr to me
to be so full of animation as’ the Sroup now
before us. These two life-lik¢ bromse figures
represent not the Indlang of o romance,

but they represent real Indians s ey were
when the star of empire on its
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3 eming n the City Park, where
the statue has been placed, but a crowd
of prominent peoplo came to look upon
the masterplece and receive the gitt in
the name of the city, There weres many
ploneers present, men and women “with
whose lives the epoch the statue symbol-
fzes ands, who stood and lstened while
thetr ploneer Mayor, Judge ‘Wihiiaims,
spoke .their gratitude for them. i’

It 1s'a tribute to the artist that he, a |

man ‘'who was raised In New England, ha
spent his life in the studlos of the O}
World's capitals, 'and knows Indlans only
from contact with the present genera.
tion, should be able to portray a great
lndian chtef, like Multnomah, so mas-
terfully that Mayor Willlams, who knew
the original inhahitants of the country,
should say It ‘‘represented the real In-
dians as they were.” . )

The idea embodied in the group is read
at & glance. It possesses the simplicity
of the highest art. Multnomah, who ruled
his. own tribe by his oratory and the
neighboring ‘tribes by the strength of his
arm, has been. warned that there are
white men coming through the Columbta
River gap. He runs with the lightness of
youth up & knoll to see them, and is
accompanied - by ‘a - young brave. -The
sculptor chooses ths moment when they
catch the first sight of the approaching
strangers, Lewis and Clark. Thae chief,
his face lined with character, stands on
his toes to smee better, but:does not give
way to euriosity and excitement as his
younger companion. He stands erect,
haughty, a savage soverelgn. The young
chief waves a branch in token of good
will to the coming white men. '

Mr. MacNeil recefved the congratulations
of both Mr. Teal and Mayor Williamge on
his success in producing a statue which
appeals #0 strongly to the memory of
earlier days on the part of those who
have llved a long litetime since the tribe
of Multncmah has died, | . S

Statue on High Knoll.

The statue stunds where Mr. MacNofg
oonceived the idea which it embodles. It
is the high knoll above the Barnes road,
which falls away rapldly to the city Iying
at ite feet, and overlonks the streteh of
the Calumbia River as far as the opening
in the Cascade Mountains, through which
1t flows, . :

" Mr. Teal, In hig address of presenta-
tion, ‘after explaining that it had always
beey the desire of Mr. Thompson to have
some monument erccted to the early hig.

tory of Oregon, sald regarding the statue:

Imagine, if you can, proud oid Mu'tnomah
when he first caught & glimjee 6f the white
stranger coming unhbidden o hiv Ixnd, A&
conqueror of ail the surrsunding tribes, the
groat head of what, to him, was & great ne.
thoa, be now faced an unknown probiem.

' "As & won of Oregon, as a loyal citizen of this

o 08 _ + ’ UOWS ¥ & Ce
ago, and to them it tells a story as full of
rumance and as wonderful as that of the early
Furitan or Virginian,

Duty a Pleasant Ong,

¥

beautiful efty, I could say much on a subject
8 interesting and so dear to me, but I must
{respass no further on your time, as my duty
is 1 stinple, but A pleasant one,.

Mr. Mayor, to you, se reprementing the City.
of Portiand, I now, on behalf of the donors,
the family of Mr. Thompson, deliver this statue,
Assuring you that ft,ts to them a double pleas.
ure, as they not onl‘y_urry out the wishes of
& husband and father, but also have erected a
memorial which will recall to generations yet.
unborn the early history of the great Oregon
Country. . i

Mayor Willlams made one of his

usual short replfes: : i
Mayor Willlams Makes Reply.

Mr. Teal: I accept for the City of Portland
this - magnificent group of statuary presented
by the family of the late David P, Thompson.
They have made a gift to this city which wily
smand here for generations to come &8 a monu-
ment to thelr generveity, publte spirit and good
taste. This statuary will add. greatly to the
aftractions of this beautiful park. I have seen
many of the equestrian and herofe statues of
Eastern cftfes, but none of them appear to me
to bs mo full of animation as the group now
before usm  These two life.like brouse figures
represent not the Indlans of poetly or romance,
but they represent real Indians a8 they wers
when the star of empire on its Western courwe
first burst upon their startled viston. The eider
and larger Indian with an apparent alr o
strength and - deflance seems to say: . .

S Come one, come all, this rock shall iy

’me!uﬂrmbueumnuf!," . i
While his younger, more excitable eonpanion
points with an expression of wonder as he sees
something approaching, new and surprising to
Wi These two Indians appear to me¢ in the
shadowy distance Lew!s and (lark and thelr
comrades sidvancing into the Oregon Country,
The historle significance of this Broup Is the
white wan's invasion of the wilderress home
of the Indlan. This monument will' probabiy
atand here when the race of people, whom 1t
reprevehts hus become extinct, and wilf then
descritp to those who rome to see ft better
than any bosk the form, features ang chiet
characéeristten of the original inhabitants of
this country, L .

Duvig 1'% Thompson in bis Hretime erected in
the Piaza Block g splendid Tepresentative of
our wild animals, and now his family have
supplemented that monument to his memory
erected’ in this park a more splendta represen.
tation pf the wild men of our country, Men
and anirals are on the downward way to a
place. among the “things 1hat were’ i
- X feel autkorized to eay 1o you, Mr, Teal,
that the people of Portland wijl receive ang
guard ‘this, group of setatuary with unceasing
admiration {4r the kill of the sculptor and

best gbts
The p
now ful
nes s
ing ceret
have th
Liberati’
and Elld
month, t
Of cou
Menty o
wonsgidere
to:irname
Paeific Q
there wil

1iRg

# Gx“‘l 2

-each day
But ia
the thre
the chief
bandsta
view to
wiit ne
grounds
ganizatio
fame wh
later date
It was
brought
every bar
pllcations
Lawis ang
position
select fro
apparent
sical jud
bands ex
reputation
for every
tinguished
players of
Liberati
of them
publie.
cert tour
here, as &
Notificat
terms .
managemeé
bands tod

Publig

A hand
| postal car
Expoaition
butfon a
The card
the Fair, -
ing and ¢
Trail.™ -1
handed ou
in the St

Will Mar

WASHIX
the usual
Chattanog
York hart
her tria} t
eT

ratitude to the donors of this very interesting
&nd valuable gift to the city, . :
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