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River District Right of Way 
Standards (2020 Update)

February 13, 2020
Briefing to the Design Commission
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Briefing Agenda

• Brief overview of River District Right-
of-Way Standards 

• Proposed Updates to support USPS 
Site:

• New Street Standards for NW 
Johnson St and Park Ave

• Green Loop Alignment and 
Design along North Park Blocks
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Introduction to the River District Right of Way Standards

“This document establishes a 
common understanding of 
the improvements required 
in the River District’s public 
rights-of-way. Both private 
and public street 
improvements are subject to 
this document and approval 
by the City Engineer.”

• Authored in 1996, updated in 2004 and 
2012
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Framework Plan

The framework plans provide 
a district-wide perspective of 
the standards including 
street-by-street standards 
and requirements.

• TSP Classifications

• Street Widths and Right of Way

• Typical Streets

• Special Streets
• Individual Street Plans

• Street Trees

• Street Lighting
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Performance Criteria

The performance criteria are 
intended to guide the design detail 
of individual right-of-way elements 
where either case-by-case design is 
needed, or flexibility is allowed to 
encourage streetscape diversity

The Criteria are to guide and not to 
prescribe design solutions.

• Vehicular 
• Bicycle
• Transit 
• Utilities
• Pedestrian
• Sidewalk Use 

Zones
• ADA Requirements

• Street Lighting
• Street Furniture
• Street Tree
• Special Features 

(Art)
• Constructability 

and Maintenance
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Design Standards

The R.O.W. Design Standards 
provide detailed sections, 
elevations and plans which 
supplement the City’s 
Standard Construction 
Specifications and Plans.  
• Typical Conditions

• Special Streets
• Ipe Wood Sidewalk
• NW Pettygrove
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2020 Update Scope of Changes

This is a technical update, intended to support future 
development and incorporate council adopted changes and 
concepts:

• Incorporate the most recent Master Street Plan draft 
which codifies new streets and connections through the 
USPS site.

• Update Framework Plans, Performance Criteria, and 
Design Standards for Johnson St and Park Ave to support 
the USPS Masterplan.

• Integrate the Green Loop into the Framework Plans and 
Performance Criteria to support Central City 2035.
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New special streets:
NW Johnson St &
NW Park Ave
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Based on Past Planning and Current Thinking

Design guidance is 
based on the 
Broadway Corridor 
Framework Plan 
(2015), with minor 
adjustments and 
clarity provided by 
the USPS Masterplan 
Proposal (2019)
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Framework Plan: : Johnson and Park
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NW Johnson St

Design

• Level surface design with 
unique materials

Additional Specifications

• Lighting: Single 
Ornamental

• Trees: Mixed Layer Street 
Trees. Larger canopy on 
North side



Portlandoregon.gov/transportation 12Portlandoregon.gov/transportation 12

NW Park Ave

Design

• Level surface design with unique materials matching 
NW Johnson St.

Additional Specifications

• Lighting: Single Ornamental Lights

• Trees: North Park Block Planting Standards
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Design Elements:

• Level surface “curbless” street design, 
constructed flush from lot line-to-lot line; 

• Textured materials that distinguish active 
and social spaces; 

• Limited amounts of on-street parking to 
provide short-term retail access for those 
arriving by automobile;

• Speed management features such as 
narrow lanes, in-street landscaping, slight 
chicanes;

• Bollard-controlled access to manage 
streets for public events, farmer’s 
markets, and other car-free events. 

Performance Criteria: Johnson and Park
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Schematic Design Standards: Johnson and Park

• Design Schematic,

• Which aligns with the public works 
submittal as a part of the Central 
City Master Plan.
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Incorporating the 
Green Loop
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The Green Loop is a 
proposed signature 
linear park and 
urban promenade.
Acting on Council resolution 37361

Directs “City bureaus to further 
develop the alignment, key 
connections, design character and 
engineering of the Green Loop” 

and instructs bureaus to “integrate 
Green Loop facilities into project 
planning, design and construction.” 
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Framework Plan: Green Loop

• The proposed alignment 
through the River District 
routes the Green Loop 
Path on Park Avenue, 
adjacent to the North Park 
Blocks.
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Performance Criteria: Green Loop

Zones of the Green Loop, with 
intended uses and standard dimensions 
for each zone.

• Frontage Zone

• Pedestrian Zone

• Separation Zone

• Green Loop Path Zone

• Path Furnishing Zone

Green Loop Design Principles

• Building Orientation

• Multi-Use-Path

• Physical Separation

• Connected Canopy

• Branding/Identity

• Unique Street Furnishings
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Performance Criteria: Green Loop Park Avenue

12’7’12’ 12-16’ 6-8’4-6’ 1-6’
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Application of the Performance Criteria

The Criteria are to guide and not to prescribe design 
solutions.

The guidance included in the updated River District Right of Way 
Standards flexible and provides a starting point for future design 
processes, whether that be through parks, private development 
or PBOT capital projects.
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Thank you! 
Nick Falbo| Sr. Transportation Planner
Portland Bureau of Transportation
Nick.Falbo@PortlandOregon.gov
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