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What is the nature of justice? What is equality? What is compassion? 

Houseless-ness in the news: A non-definitive, curated list of resources compiled by Melinda 

E Pittman, volunteer, St Francis Dining Hall, member St Francis Dining Hall Council, 1-29-2020 

Are Sweeps legal? Are Sweeps helpful? 

U.S. Supreme Court leaves in place ruling barring prosecution of homeless, 
Andrew Chung, Reuters, Supreme Court December 16, 2019 / 6:43 AM/ 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-court-homelessness-
id USKB N 1 YK lEA ?fbclid=lw AROqW98s Tk95 ExH7 KVp-clJ cbvWsS u8u rUo9 HYBYsd-e896e E mZr2q P94AM 

Sweeps of homeless camps in S.F. are creating a public health crisis, by Nuala Sawyer, 
March 21, 2019. Center for Health Journalism, USC Annan berg. 
https://www.centerforhealthjournalism .org/2019/03/14/sweeps-homeless-camps-sf-are-creating-
public-hea Ith-crisis 

Violations of the Right to Privacy for Persons Experiencing Homelessness in the United 
States, National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty, Eric Tars, Senior Attorney, etars@nlchp.org, 

202.638.2535, 2000 M St NW, Suite 210, Washington DC 20036, https://nlchp.org/wp-
co nte nt/ u ploads/2018/10/Spec ia I-Ra pporte u r-R ight-to-P rivacy. pdf 

Acceptable Losses: Property lost in Portland's sweeps of homeless camps keeps the city's 
most vulnerable at a disadvantage. by Alex Zielinski, Decembers, 2019. Portland Mercury. 
https://www.portlandmercury.com/feature/2019/12/0S/27586044/acceptable-losses 

Camp sweeps have a human toll; just look at Debbie Ann Beaver: COMMENTARY I The 
Portland woman died in July, a victim of the 'cleanup' policy the city is doubling down on, by 

Desiree Hellegers I 10 Jan 2020, Street Roots, https://news.streetroots.org/2020/01/10/camp-sweeps-have-
human-toll-just-look-debbie-ann-beaver 

What are existing outside the box thinking and actions to alleviate houseless-ness? 

The nun who's eradicating homelessness in Philadelphia, Sarah Koops Vanderveen I 
May 29, 2018 https://aleteia.org/2018/05/29/the-nun-whos-eradicating-homelessness-in-
philadelphia/?fbclid=lwAR21UR 6ZleQaAeCDWwWegz6jNmAJ09Jf1SsRe30XJlctxEBan7 p2-VVsl 

Project Home https://www.projecthome.org/ https://www.projecthome.org/our-

work/housing 



It's a miracle': Helsinki's radical solution to homelessness Jon Henley in Helsinki, 
@jonhenley. Mon 3 Jun 2019 03.00 EDT 
https://www.theguardian.com/ cities/ 2019/jun/03/its-a-miracle-helsinkis-radical-solution-to-

homelessness?fbclid=lwAR2dgWIJxYZvNNm210fQdSmlh97ZwllTQPWb7Vsa40TkF EmyoZCePHD-Sw 

A State Rent Assistance Program Would Strengthen Oregon Communities 
September 23, 2019By · ' ' · .:i nd Juan Carlos Ordonez Oregon Center for Public Policy 
I , r , ..vww or pp .org/7019/ 09/ 23/ state-rent-assistance-

p:·cg:·:;:-J-:' fbclid l·.,, \ROf nDSreqw 9UR9iNzngrOqiwsKVhNuNhiFgA11NKX25XF39QdJ40hxF3M 
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Gresham helps homeless get back on their feet for good by: ·,-= ,-="°'" ·-·,,-=~, Posted : Dec 19, 
2019 / 04:14 PM PST/ Updated: Dec 19, 2019 / 05:28 PM PST h llµ::.. /i wvvw.;..u,ri .l.u1n/ iu i.. ci11111u,U11.i11,dh-

hzNoEJnNA U 6 8znDxRlomuGxJp8CF8 

Shelter for homeless families opens in SE Portland FOX 12 Staff, 111 Posted Dec 16, 
2019 httos://www.kotv.com/ news/ shelter-for-homeless-families-opens-in-se-portland/ articil L ~~--
11ea-ab16-
eb913e9cd20f.html?fbclid=lwAR3M7zPC13HTMwqCGZKytMOQd3UEgZDFXOFlzOezcl3Fzmwa6EYct3E D18 

Sisters Of The Road marks 40 years of home cooking and hospitality, by Joanne Zuhl, Street 
Roots, 6 Dec 2019, " · Ptm0t< mo/Jn,q/1 ?/Of;/c::j c::ter<-r" :::1 rl-rn;:irkc::-40-" ears-

.., ,,; , ; , ,:,1,; ,ca11ty?fb cli d=lwAR2dmz8LYJbuqR-
ib --;<;t·•·' V0,1 "J, iW[Hrn i J)((t IUODOEkOR81NCifBNIS27a2CII 

Who can afford apartments in Portland, OR? 

Low unemployment isn't worth much if the jobs barely pay, Martha Ross and Nicole 

Bateman Wednesday, January 8, 2020 https'// wv ~, 1~rcc•k-i \-;: •:-c1~1 / !JL::g/th 0 ., ,:s,-. _-;/ -, 070/ 0 1 / n8/ 1o 
11 nPmnlovmPnt-i~nt-worth-m11rh- if-thP-ioh~-h;:irplv-n;:iv /?fhr !:rl=lw AR ?rKF.~ ,; !m Y!'>r()_,, , 1 •rv"' r'J\/Qfvu-, 1 

ol YeyYIZjlz3sTSo2CL9PZQdP77 AA 

l!f~M?!Ufss People Are Facing More Punishments For Existing, Report Finds, Huffington 
Post, Lydia O'Connor, Huff Post• December 11, 2019 

https://www.yahoo.com/news/2019-homelessness-criminalized-report-011506092.html 

Trump Administration Moves to Remove 700,000 People from Food Stamps 
By Tom Polansek, Retuers Dec 4, 2019 https: //sojo.net/articlec , ... -- ,- - J - · - ·-· - · · -:_-

700000-people-food-stamps?fbcl id=lwAR37c-SCFaXUfj qRiaGTPuXqQnUVcunv6e7-
XQaSVANBO DYnRpoafHUGI 



PSU Report Estimates 2% Of Portland Metro Population Was Homeless In 2017, by 
Amelia Templeton, OPB Aug. 20, 2019 2:56 p.m. https://www.opb.org/news/article/portland-
state-university-metro-homeless-report-2017 / 

What sort of person is houseless? 
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British Columbia Half of homeless people have experienced traumatic brain injuries, 
new UBC study suggests, Clare Hennig • CBC News • Posted: Dec 03, 2019 10:54 PM PT I Last Updated: 

December 3, 2019, https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/traumatic-brain-injuries-
homelessness-1.5383420?fbclid=lwAR10yMtfFfax4Bb oG4BY3oHwtmzDPsGWswzE8nyDhrKJwE-D-ckJqigOXo 

New report: incomes up in Multnomah County, but one third of households unable to 
meet basic needs, POVERTY IN MULTNOMAH COUNTY, Department of County Human 
Services Youth and Family Services Division, Prepared by Kristina Smock Consulting • October 2019, 
https://multco.us/multnomah-county/news/new-report-incomes-multnomah-county-one-third-
households-unable-meet-
basic?fbclid=lwAR3CBOkKK2tyKBAwpbQ8rl7ss3czcGqsHlqlsS3IqBw nfnjW6WLio6i2kE 

2019 Poverty in Multnomah County, prepared by Kristina Smock Consulting, October 2019. 
Dept of County Human Service, Multnomah County, OR. https://multco.us/dchs/2019-poverty-
multnomah-county-report 

'The Best We Can Do?' - KATU documentary on homelessness and its impact on Portland, by 

KATU News Tuesday, October 29th 2019 , https://katu.com/news/portlands-homeless-crisis/the-best-

we-can-do-katu-documentary-on-homelessness-and-its-impact-on-

portland?fbclid=lwARlohcAI OfzL7R2uWfals-evyd8tANNo2bS-nMycbf-DSkeFqHl3IiXz6I 

Truth Talk: 74% of Homeless People Are NOT Drug Addicts, by Nancy Griffith, writer, no date-

Invisible People (501) (c)(3) https ://invisiblepeople.tv /truth-talk-7 4-of-homeless-people-are-not-d rug-

add icts/?fbclid=lwAR2I mBm5Vx jlYdK7I lil8YAJmM ktFIHEqlegtrTMG 10L7MQWA-S2UWvn lCQ 

Stop the Sweeps Rally at Portland City Hall- Cory Elia- Village Portland, 12-20-19, 

htt ps.//vi I I age por1 land. co m/2019 / 12/20 / sto p-t he-swee ps-pdx-r a I ly-at-port land-city-
ha I l/?fbcl id=lw AROM o82 N7XlzwD-j P2 i MV G667T12nupHDq9sFDcQ1yqzeML8YziprRCZI 

Oregon's Landmark Tenant Safeguards Haven't Protected Deb Mayer: The retired 
teacher is spending almost 70 percent of her income on rent. 
https://www. wwee k. com/ news/ st ate/2019 / 12/ 31/ oregons-land ma rk-te na nt -sategua rds-have nt-p rotected-
d e b-m ayer /?fbclid = lw AR 1H q U b-Mtgvuz Tluerm 7 Ak4NOLKQBe R3 u dAMt FG Cz 1 wz FXiG cPTU 8j 2wLM 

SR editorial: We can't regulate homelessness away , SR editorial board I Street Roots, 13 
Dec 2019, htt ps :// news.streetroots.org/2019 / 12/ 13/ s r-ed ito ria I-we-ca n-t-regu late-home less ness-
away ?fbc lid=lwAR26-3okzu q B 1KD 7 ro j3qFPKbpSTeZJOUeVGNw3-SWsAo6qb27q4gOFohM 



Time Running Out For Wheeler To Deliver On Portland Homeless Crisis Promises, by 
Amelia Templeton OPB Dec. 9, 2019 10:44 a.m. I Updated: Dec. 10, 2019 4:45 p.m. I Portland, 
Ore. https ://www. op b. org/ news/ article/po rt la n d-m ayor-ted-wh ee ler-hom el ess-
a n swe rs/?fbcl id= lw AROt5c TLF j9y5q W q zr ZnXq UH Ryq m pgLSSz4w lv6IIov65cjyKd X -np2 xi 

Who can and can't afford the cost of renting an apartment in Portland? 
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Cost of Living in Portland, Oregon "Our cost of living indices are based on a US average of 100. An 

amount below 100 means Portland is cheaper than the US average. A cost of living index above 100 
means Portland, Oregon is more expensive." "Portland cost of living is 130.8 . Housing is the biggest 
factor in the cost of living difference." https://www.bestplaces.net/economy/city/oregon/portland 

"Rent Jungle is a leading, online search engine for rental housing. Founded in 2010, the site was developed in 
response to a gap in the market: there was no simple, pain-free way of finding all rental housing listings in 
one spot Rent Jungle's data business now operates under a new brand: Rainmaker Insights." RentJungle, 700 
River Avenue, Suite 333, Pittsburgh, PA 15212, customercare@rentjungle .com, 1 (877) 300-2505 

https://www.rentjungle .com/average-rent-in-portland-or-rent-trends/ 

Who profits from houseless-ness? 
Emails Show Portland Businesses Wanted Homeless Meal Service Gone From a 
Downtown Park, Emails from parks employees and the Portland Business Alliance show 
references to Free Hot Soup's services as "feeds" or "the Feed." By Kelsey Harnisch, Willamette 
Week, Published November 19, 2019 Updated November 19, 2019 

11 
. ' -: ::: /c ity/2019/11/19/emails-show-portland-businesses-wanted-

homele~s-meal-servie,:::-gone-from-a-downtown-
:-:' ,rk j-:>+bc!id ,.., 'wA.R2om3U M BJqAanvZXKT48Gmg0c2gWrmmNX3cO zA4t0o6xvdtWgi4QJF4v4 

Meet The Wealthy Investors Buying Cheap Portland Apartment Buildings by Amelia 
Templeton Follow OPB Feb. 12, 2017 10:15 a.m. I Updated: May 24, 201810:17 a.m. I Portland 
' ,ttp,,/ / v'iww .oob.or?./ neNs/ article / oortland-orer:on-gentrificatior , E:.al -estate-investors-
property ar art m 0 >;tS afforr1 ab 1c hc-~i::r ;;/ 

Portland Apartment Market Investment Report, 1H2015, ©2015 HFF and HFFS, (HFF securities LP.), HFF 
PortlandlOOO SW Broadway, Suite 900Portland, OR 97205 I 503.224.0444 are owned by HFF, Inc. (NYSE: HF) 
http://opb-imgserve-production.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/original/hff-portland-market-report-
2015 sccotp 1527092361078.pdf 



"Pendulum Swinging," Multifamily NW "The Apartment" Volume 24, spring 2016-http://opb-
imgserve-production.s3-website-us-
2west.amazonaws.com/original/spring 2016 apartment report final pzbzGf 1527092361082.pdf 

"Political Impact on Market," Multifamily NW "The Apartment" Volume 31, fall 2019-
https://74340592-Gecl-4094-9238-
7 c382407ad 14. filesusr.com/ugd/9750d9 d5e2e2beffbd4e049c7 ca b056e5e2cf5. pdf 

San Francisco has nearly five empty homes per homeless resident, By Adam Brinklow 
Dec 3, 2019, 2:26pm PST, ' ·' ' 1 

r ' -rl r nrn/ 2019/12/3/20993251/san-francisco-bay-area-
va c 1, l!OtfH pet-homeless-
,c•::- .. 'f!:::1:c!-\·;:-,ROfPSuG Mklw B LNR14ZQm MKpx3tmvwBm D9SmQ4iEfWQJyn6gF4yl40jnE 

Expanding Opportunities Affordable Housing Project, Metro Planning and Community 
Development grant programs, mtp, 11nPti'l ponii'lnrl p,ov/n,,,fi'!I, t, •c1nt11nl•.11 Pxp,.nclm;;,-npr,c,rr,;n,t, • .., 
-.U.,-,. -,-J - !..., 1-. !- - - · ..., ,... -- . ,_ • -- _..._ 
01·• ... ..' •..,: ... . ~· - ·-- - - ·a c: ·- ,-- .. 
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Who is resisting projects like Portland's Rocks before Roofs homeless relocation project? 

"Nothing Ends Homelessness Like a Home": Advocates Slam Trump's Attack on SF & 
Homeless People 0:00 / 19:04 #HousingCrisis #Sanfrancisco #DemocracyNow October 3, 2019 
Democracy Now, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dOKxklwEjBk&feature=emb title Democracy 
Now! "President Trump is continuing an all-out attack on San Francisco's homeless population and 
political leaders. On Wednesday, the Trump administration filed an environmental notice of violation 
against San Francisco, falsely claiming that the city's homelessness crisis has caused ... " 

New Polling Suggests Anti-Camping Laws Are Not a Popular Way to Address 
Homelessness in Portland By Rachel Monahan Published December 25, 2019 Updated December 25, 
2019 Willamette Week, https://www.wweek.com/news/city/2019/12/25/new-pollin;:: 0 " ,";"'."dc -,~ •• 
camping-laws-a re-not-a-popular-way-to-address-homelessness-in-
portla nd/?fbclid=lw AR2 h rqut4GOgnlaw7iuvFPeLMqMz08eTJG YmdlSi9Z5illtSrTixV2yic "Surprisingly few 
respondents to a poll paid for the Here Together coalition, which is pushing a ballot measure to 
pay for services to address homelessness, favor a law-enforcement approach to homelessness." 

Homeless set up camps on Salem Capitol Mall, Author: Lindsay Nadrich, Published: 5:47 
PM PST December 23, 2019, Updated: 6:05 PM PST December 23, 2019, 
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/local/salem-homeless-capitol-mall/283-baf820lf-3d26-47ae-9ed4-
1cf99d990e5 7?fbcl id=lw AR3S j EH 901zjN 23 n6Po3 m5XEfHvlOjTY g8 7 cUtR M kf WsyZM IZKj LjvQCA8 

WRAP was created in 2005 by leaders from Building Opportunities for Self-Sufficiency, Coalition on 

Homelessness, San Francisco, Los Angeles Community Action Network, Real Change, Sisters Of The Road, 
Street Roots, and Street Spirit. https://wraphome.org/mission-goals/history/ 
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https://wraphome.org/mission-
goals/history/?fbclid=lwAR2FMuD121rhXhZYnAr JlaZw132wFuK2VpugzTBMCHlbj2Pul4TbDYgmzo 

Does Socialism Have to Be 'Godless'? 
How an earlier generation of believers stretched the boundaries of faith-based political imagination., Heath 
W. Carter November 20, 2019 (abt Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker movement), 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ ct/2019/november-web-only/spirit ua l-socialists-vaneesa-
cook.html?fbclid=lwAR3TFSfTps3nFtYxFLKsZc0jxp-emr05iz-OMOkKlva9dT57rSyYJSTgF8E 

Portland's homeless campers face new obstacle: piles of boulders, The 
Oregonian/Oregonlive Updated Jul 26, 2019; Posted Jul 04, 2019, By Diana Kruzma n, 
https://www.oregon live.com/portland/2019/07 /homeless-campers-face-a-new-obstacle-along-portland-
roadways-gia nt-pi les-of-bou Ide rs. htm I 

"To ask the 'right' question is far more important than to receive the answer. The 
solution of a problem lies in the understanding of the problem; the answer is not 

outside the problem, it is in the problem." 

Jiddu Krishnamurti, The Flight of the Eagle, Harper Collins, 1971 



From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 
Attachments: 

Melinda Pittman 
McClymont. Keelan 
Re: Portland City Council Communication Spot on January 29 
Friday, January 3, 2020 7:01:38 PM 
imaqe00l.png 

·• 

Thank you Keelan. My topic is another perspective on reducing house-less-ness in Portland. I 
am a volunteer with the St Francis Dining Hall. 
I appreciate the opportunity to speak before the Council. 
Peace, 
Melinda E Pittman 
503-757-5785 
melindacomedy@gmail .com 

On Fri, Jan 3, 2020 at 9:20 AM McClymont, Keelan 
<Keelan.McClymont@portlandoregon.gov> wrote: 

Hi Melinda - please send your topic. Once I receive your topic, I will send a confirmation. 

Yes, Nick' s passing was a terrible shock. He was a remarkable man and public servant. We 
have been so fortunate to have him leading our City, and it ' s very sad that we' ll have to go 
on without him. 

Keelan McClymont 

Assistant Council Clerk I City of Portland 

(503) 823-4085 

she/her pronouns 

From: Melinda Pittman <melindacomedy@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 2, 2020 11 : 15 PM 
To: McClymont, Keelan <Keelan.McClymont@portlandoregon.gov> 
Subject: Re: Portland City Council Communication Spot on January 29 

Yes, please! I would very much appreciate time to make this short address to City Council, 
thank you. Wow, Nick Fish's quick passing is quite a shock, He was a good man, and 

I appreciated him along with thousands of us. Peace, and thank you. 

Melinda E Pittman 

503-757-5785 
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Request of Melinda Pittman to address Council regarding another perspective 
on reducing houselessness in Portland (Communication) 

Filed .JAN 2 1 2020 
--------

MARY HULL CABALLERO 
Auditor of the City of Portland 

By ~ 
Deputy 

JAN 2 9 2020 

PLACED ON FILE 

COMMISSIONERS VOTED 
AS FOLLOWS: 

YEAS NAYS 

1. Fritz 

2. Vacant 

3. Hardesty 

4. Eudaly 

Wheeler 


