
 

 

 
 
 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) sets income limits that determine 
eligibility for assisted housing programs. HUD develops income limits based on Median Family 
Income estimates and Fair Market Rent area definitions for each metropolitan area, parts of some 
metropolitan areas, and each non-metropolitan county. 

 

The 2017 Median Income for a Family of Four in the Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro MSA is: 
$74,700 

Median Income Percentages 2017 (effective 4/12/2017) 

Household           
Size 30% 40% 45% 50% 55% 60% 65% 80% 100% 120% 

           
1 $15,690 $20,920 $23,535 $26,150 $28,765 $31,380 $33,995 $41,850 $52,290 $62,748 
2 $17,940 $23,920 $26,910 $29,900 $32,890 $35,880 $38,870 $47,800 $59,760 $71,712 
3 $20,190 $26,920 $30,285 $33,650 $37,015 $40,380 $43,745 $53,800 $67,230 $80,676 
4 $22,410 $29,880 $33,615 $37,350 $41,085 $44,820 $48,555 $59,750 $74,700 $89,640 
5 $24,210 $32,280 $36,315 $40,350 $44,385 $48,420 $52,455 $64,550 $80,676 $96,811 
6 $26,010 $34,680 $39,015 $43,350 $47,685 $52,020 $56,355 $69,350 $86,652 $103,982 
7 $27,810 $37,080 $41,715 $46,350 $50,985 $55,620 $60,255 $74,100 $92,628 $111,154 
8 $29,610 $39,480 $44,415 $49,350 $54,285 $59,220 $64,155 $78,900 $98,604 $118,325 

 

Notes: 

(1) 2017 Income levels have increased based on HUD's calculations for the Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro, OR-WA MSA.  

The income schedule above is to be used for projects that DO NOT qualify for the HERA 

(2) Because HUD no longer enforces the Hold Harmless Policy from past years, HUD determined that allowing income 

limits to rise or fall precipitously was not in the best interests of managing its programs. Therefore, in 2017 the maximum 

change that can be experienced in any area in one year is the greater of 5 percent or twice the change in national median 

family income from last year to this year. Portland income limits for extremely-low and very-low income were adjusted 

and capped. Please see HUD's Office of Policy Development & Research income limit guidelines for further explanation. 

(3) Other 2017 MFI levels are based on the 4-Person Income Limit of $74,700.  The 1-Person family Income Limit is 70% 

of the 4-Person Income Limit, the 2-Person family Income Limit is 80% of the 4-Person Income Limit, the 3-Person family 

Income Limit is 90% of the 4-Person Income Limit.  Each family size larger than four (4) is calculated by an 8% increase 

per HH member to the 4-Person Income Limit.  (i.e., 5-Person = 108%; 6-Person - 116%; 7-Person = 124%; 8-Person = 

132%, and so on.    

(4) The incomes limits listed above are based on income limits published by HUD on April 12, 2017. Per Revenue Ruling 

94-57, owners will have until May 27, 2017 to implement these new PHB income limits (45 days from their effective date). 

Please note that all definitions and explanations herein may be subject to change upon later IRS and/or HUD clarification. 

 



  

2017 Housing Affordability: Maximum Monthly Rent Including by Median Income With a 
Housing Burden of 30% (effective 4/12/2017) 

# of Household           
Bedrooms Size 30% 40% 45% 50% 55% 60% 65% 80% 100% 120% 

            
0 1 $392 $523 $588 $653 $719 $784 $849 $1,046 $1,307 $1,568 
1 1.5 $420 $560 $630 $700 $770 $840 $910 $1,120 $1,400 $1,680 
2 3 $504 $673 $757 $841 $925 $1,009 $1,093 $1,345 $1,680 $2,016 
3 4.5 $582 $777 $874 $971 $1,068 $1,165 $1,262 $1,553 $1,942 $2,330 
4 6 $650 $867 $975 $1,083 $1,192 $1,300 $1,408 $1,733 $2,166 $2,599 
5 7.5 $717 $957 $1,076 $1,196 $1,315 $1,435 $1,555 $1,912 $2,390 $2,868 

 

 

 

Notes: 

(1) Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro, OR-WA MSA = Clackamas, Clark, Columbia, Multnomah, Skamania, Washington & 

Yamhill Counties 

(2) Rents can be set below the median family income % threshold.  For instance a residential unit may be restricted to 

households at or below 50% MFI, but have one-bedroom rents (and utilities expenses) that are below $700/month. 

(3) The FMRs for unit sizes larger than four bedrooms are calculated by adding 15 percent to the four bedroom FMR, for 

each extra bedroom. For example, the FMR for a five bedroom unit is 1.15 times the four bedroom FMR, and the FMR 

for a six bedroom unit is 1.30 times the four bedroom FMR. FMRs for single-room occupancy units are 0.75 times the zero 

bedroom (efficiency) FMR. 

(4) The rent limits listed above are based on the income limits published by HUD on April 12, 2017. Per Revenue Ruling 

94-57, owners will have until May 27, 2017 to implement these new PHB rent limits (45 days from their effective date). If 

the gross rent floors (established at credit allocation or the project's PIS date; refer to Revenue Procedure 94-57) are higher 

than the current rent limits, the gross rent floors may be used. However, income limits are still based on the current 

applicable rate. Utility allowances must continue to be deducted from rents to achieve the maximum tenant rents allowed. 

Please note that all definitions and explanations herein may be subject to change upon later IRS and/or HUD clarification.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


