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April 30, 1957 

Mr. Carvel Linden 
623 Park Building 
Exposition-Recreation Center Office 
Portland 5, Oregon 

My dear Mr• Linden: 

Our president, Mr. Phil Reynolds, and the entire member
ship join me in thanking Mr. Richardson and Mr. Miller of the E-R 
Commission., Mr. Goodrich and Mr. Roork for being considerate enough 
and sympathetic enough to the problans of those people living in 
the area assigned for the E-R center to take a constructive part in 
our panel diseussion last Sunday afternoon. 

They may be pleased to know that by their appearance they 
have helped to create a cl:iJnate which is certain to be conducive 
to an early and just solution of this special. housing problem which 
poses such a responsibility and at the same time such a wonderful 
opportunity for the City of Portland. 

WSThompson/aek 

Sincerely yours., 
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Williams. Thompson., Jr. 
Housing Chairman 
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My dear Mr. Linden: 
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JE~~ i ~rr:~~~ 
Center Off'ice 

The attached statement has been given by this Association 
to the Oregonian, the Oregon Journal, and the Northwest Clarion as 
a basis ror making known to the public what NAACP would like to see 
done in regard to the relocation or the families living in the areas 
assigned for the E-R center. 

We want very much to take as constructive an approach as 
possible in this matter. We actually see in this problem a great 
opportunity ror the city to establish a pattern which ean be applied 
in the relocation of families in similar areas which must give way to 
Urb~ redevelopment and progress. 

There seem to be no accurate figures as to the present number 
of' families living in this area (at least any numbers that we have been 
able to determine). It would seem reasonable to guess that approxi
mately 70 per cent of them are non-white. 

Our committee is concerned mainly with answers to the 
following questions: 

Will an up-to-date survey be made showing how much 
rent is paid, establishing the cost of' homes in the area? 

On what basis will reimbursement for properties torn 
down be ma.de- on r eal value, appraised value, reproduction 
value, or market value? 

We know that certain safeguards are written into the 
Federal law for Urban Renewal projects relative to this 
matter. Would it not be feasible for the city to apply the 
same safeguards to this relocation even though it does not 
come under Federal Urban Renewal? 
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It is hoped that these and many other questions germane to 
this situation will be answered at the meeting Tuesday night at 
Eliot School. 

Attachment 
WSThom.pson/aek 

Sincerely yours, 

Williams. Thompson 
Housing Chairman 
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Yut of the :resolution of t.he lo::::rrt.ion of the E~»R sit,e ha~·:s already 

· developed or will develop problems bearing upon final attairJnent of the actual 

Ecca Center. One 0£ these problem.a present or future, actual or fictional, 

involves the displacement and subsequent relocation of about 250 white and nono 

white families of which approximate;cy- one-fourth of whom o~m properties which 

must be tol:fft down., 

Some of' these families living in this area are alder~; some are pensioners 

with fix-id meager incomes,. Others are · at the bottom of the wageaearning scale,, 

Some have purchased _ properties and live on them because of .51£..,ae _prOlirim.,!_\y_to ·t. h!!!: 

Rlaces ot work8 convenience o:t tra.ns~'.>Ortation and connnun.ication, s._iscouragement 

encountered in attemp-ts to locate in bet¾!.r nei~hbQ!hood~9 or for any one of a number 

or reasons which would be considerc--d valid by persons living 1n any canparabla 

neighborhood_. of which there are certainly several right here in Portlando Certal.n 

families who rent may be paying amounts comfortably within their means 1n man.,y cases, 

but in macy more instances they pay at the very top of their ability to do so and 

in some oases PB.}' proportionately more of their earnings than they can affordo 

When is then and wey ia there the problEl\'.'1, whether real or £ancied, involving 

this exodus and resettlement? The NaA..A.CoPe submits that there is no real problem 

if all the home owners bein,g disp~ced w~ <l!!oose to p~ha~!... hOM<'!,!,,.&gain are p~~E~ 

WITH THE OPPO.H.TuNITY TO OPEMTE IN A FREE HOUSING MARKET IN THIS COivIMUNITYJ and if -
all the renting families being di~ced are allowed to move into any sect,!£n. of the 

cit,y to pµrehase hanes or to rent apar'bnents or houses commen..qurate with their ability 

to pay and in keeping with their social asPira~ions and inclinationse To take 

care of this particular exodus and reloca:tion no thought of casting about the clty for 

ground on which to build special housing units for these white and especial.cy nonoowhite 

families should be even contemplated., and csrtainly should not reach the planning stagii0 

There is enough housing~ new and old, and rental properties present]¥ available to 

these families., Nor should future planning for relocation of families forced by 



progressive municipal radwelopment ·to vacate areas~ whather adjacent to the one Wld er 

discussion or tar removed, consider such solutions as are embodied in their "confinament" 

and related concepts. 

The prob~ however J.a ma.de real bacausa 0£ the mru1.tp11lat,ion and machinations of 

certain real estate interests who are committed to the principal of homogeneous 

grouping of races, or who have anticipated receipt of rich monetary r~s L, return 

for 11 ttle more than token investment, or bothei In a recent estimate ot tha cost 

to the~ Commission ot buying up these properties., 'i:.he figure of $21000$000 was 

mentioned. Real. estate :f'oos for handlL-ig these properties and exchanges, plus .teas 

for some 01 the mu1t1ple of this munber of exchanges accomplished by resort to certain 

tactics such as "block bu.sting"., could result in quite a a11bstan.tial 

chain-reaetion-generated-bonanza for the partles in on the "take", and in such an op,o 

ation the whole Portland me-c..ro;e&\itan. ~!, wo!!_lq,.E.§;._j;hG ;garey11taken". 

All of the foregoing points up the £act that the City of Po!'tland has been 

presented with an opportunicy to take her place a.~ong the great pn,gr.esaive oOil!mU!lities 

which shall recognize the evil.a attandant with the neighborhood "con.i'inement" concept 

and have marshalled their .forces to do somethi.11g about these evils. 

Since it is assumed that, t.he authorities will pa:.r £air market prices for 

t.hase properties~ lega.1 responaibillty of ti1e cicy- is not 1n question. 

Howaver:1 it ean be argued that the city has a civic and moral responsibility to these 

people. Within this fair city there are many civic and social service organizatioim, 

s~ch as church groups~ unions, lodges, fraternities~ which include in their 

philosophies and dB\(-to--dey program concern ranging £ram a.~ressed sympatcy to 

dedicated andtenaeiotlB pursuit of a real sollltion ·to the prob1em of minority housing. 

Certain operators or rental units, appraisers, builders, building construction workers, 

mortgage and investment men, brokers and realtors must also be considered anion these 



interested organizations. Tak~n together they have collectively the machinery to give 

whatever assistance is naedad ..... .frcm actu.ally assisting Bome families to move to 

working out fair and squi table assist.a.nee .financially .. 

To these g,roups and orgam.ze.t1ons, reprecent,ing as they do the hear~ of 

Portland, we extend an urgent but cordial invi ~tioP. to joln handa1 and in conS!:.! 

Rlan· mJt! work out togeth.a1· tha a5.~pliehment of this A'elocn·iiion withi.."l _ ths _p-ar11~ork 

or a determination that no neig_h.,20r~od in ~~J.2ttlai1L~ .f1hall ba ea~ked for 

Gr degenerate into a -~tto-iz~.!.,tA1};,ll3,.1.~i;...1'!¥ .ra..sia;~W;'!. 

Actually this operation is small enough in scope that, it can with intelligent 

approach be carried out with very little disturbanoa of the toi;e.1 Portland scens as 

a wol.e, and beat of all s~e as a guide -~ similar tlndartakings L"1 the ±u·ture. 

W~JJja,~ s. Thomnson ... 
HO'.ising Chairman 
Portland ~ranch; N.A.A.C•P• 
BE 6-9.3!~8 - home phor.e 



Out of the resolution of the location of the E...a site have already 

developed or will develop problems bearing upon final attair.ment of the actual 

EooR Center. One of these problems present or future, actual or fictionala 

involves the displacement and st1bseq11ent relocation of about 2.$0 white an.d non• 

white .families 0£ which approximately one•fourth of whom own properties which 

must be toai dom. 

Some of these families living in this area are eldar],y; some are pensioners 

with .fix-d meager incomes. Others are at the bot.tom of the wage....earning scale., 

Some have purchased properties and live on them because of close ,Prcmimit,r to their 

I?laces of work, convenience o! tnms:)Ortation and communication, discouragement 

encountered 1n attempts to locate in better neiihborhoodss or for aey one of a number 

of reasons which would be considered va1.\d by persons living in any ccmparable 

neighborhood, of which there are cartain],y several right here in Portland. Certain 

families who rent may be paying amounts com.fortabJ,y wt thin their means 1n many cases, 

but 1n many more instances they pay at the vecy top or their abill ty to do so and 

in some cases PB-.V' proportionatel.3 more of their earnings than they can afford. 

When is then and why is there the probl~, whether real or fancied, involving 

this exodus and resettlement? The N.A.A.c.P. submits that there is no real problem 

if all the home owners being displaced who choose to purchas! homes again are presen~ 

WITH THE OPPOliTUNITY TO OPEftATE IN A FREE HOUSING MARKET IN THIS C~lMUNITIJ and 1f -
all the renting families being displaced are allowed to move into any section or the 

cicy to J>!ll"Chase banes or to rant aparilllents or houses commensurate with their ability 

to pa.y and in keeping with their social aspirations and inclinations., To talce 

care of this particular exodus and relocation no thought of casting about the city for 

ground on which to build special housing units for these white and especialJ3, non"'41hite 

families should be even contemplated, and certa!n:cy- should not reach the planning stagee 

There 1s enough holl8ing., new and old., and rental properties present:zy available to 

these famillesQ Nor should future planning for relocation of families .forced by 



progressive municipal. redevelopment to vacate areas, whether adjacent to the one um er 

d1soaaa1on or tar l'elllOYed, conaider such solutions as are embodied in their "confinement" 

and related concepts. 

The problem however is made rea1 because of the manipulation and aachinations of 

certain re&1. estate lnteresta who are cara1tted to the principal of homogeneous 

grouping 0£ noes, or vho have anticipated receipt of rich monetar,y rewards 1n return 

for little nore than token 1mrestment, or botho In a recent estimate of the cost 

to the B-,B. Caaniasion of blq1ng 11p these properties, the figure of $280001000 vas 

mentioned. Real. aatate fees tor handling these properties and exchanges, plus fees 

for same of the mal.tiple of this number of exchanges accQnpllshad by resort to certain 

tactics such as "b1ock b11sting", could result in quite a substantial 

cha1n-reNt1on-generated-bonanza for the parties 1n on the "take", and in such an ope,, 

ation the whole Portland metropolitan. area wottld be the parey-"taken". 

Allot the foregoing points up the fact that the City of Portland has been 

presented with an opportunitq to take her place among the great prt,gressive conmunities 

which shall recognize the evils attendant with the neighborhood "confinement" concept 

and have marshalled their forces to do something about these evilso 

Since it is assW118d that the authorities will~ fair market prices for 

these properties• legal. responsibilltv of the ci-ey is not in question. 

However, it can be argued that the city has a civic and mora1 responsibility to these 

people. Within this fair city there are many civic and social service organizations, 

such as church groups. unions, lodges., fraternities., which inclw:le in their 

philosophies and da.y-0 to-dq program cateem ranging .tram expressed s;ympatey to 

dedicated andtenacious purs111t of a real sol11tion to the problem of minority housing., 

Certain operators of rental units, appraisers, buil.ders, building construction workers, 

mortgage and investment men, brokers and realtors must also be considered amon& these 



interested organ.1.aat1om. Taken together ~, have collectiwl3 the machinery to give 

wba tever assistance 1a neadecl-.fran actuallJ' aaaiating same tamillea to move to 

working out fair and equitable ua1stance flnancla~. 

To Uieae gl'Oupa and organisations, repreaentlng ae they do the heart ot 

Portland, we extend an urpnt but cordial. irlvitation to join banda1 and 1n concert 

plan, and Work out toe,bal' the acoaapllshnant GE th1a relocation withln . the framework 

of a detendnation \hat m ne1~ in the P9£tl!nd area aball be earmarked tor 

Ir depperate into a petto-iled •tatws for any J.'!IOlal FottP~ 

.lctuarq tb1e operation la mll enough 1D scope that it can with intelligent 

approaob . be oam.ed out. w.1.th very little disturbance or the total Portland scene . aa 

a whole,- and beat or all earn aa a gnide to similar andertaldllga 1n the future. 

WUl1am s. fhcnpaon 
Bowring Chairman 
Portland 0 ranch, N.A..A.C•P. 
BE 6-9)h8 - h<llle phoDI 


