
Suk Rhee, Director

Introductions:

• Amanda Whalen, Chief Impact Officer, United Way of the 
Columbia-Willamette;

• Esperanza Tervalon-Garrett, Principal, Dancing Hearts 
Consulting;



THE CENSUS EQUITY 
FUND

Portland City Council

October 16th,2019



The Census Equity Funders Committee of 
Oregon
Collaborative of 
philanthropic 
organizations working to 
reduce the undercount in 
the 2020 census by raising 
$10 million of public and 
private funding to support 
community capacity for 
Hard to Count 
engagement



Census Equity Fund

Strong Public-Private 
Partnerships

Only Public-Private pooled fund in the 
country for HTC

Strong partnerships across sectors and 
state

Removing barriers for CBOs to access 
funding

Reduce duplication of efforts and 
leverage limited fiscal and human 
resources

Evaluation

● Testing strategies and 
sharing best and 
promising practices

Pooled Fund

● Single application
● Shared metrics
● Coordinated decision 

making

Campaign 
approach
● Outreach and 

mobilization by trusted 
organizations

Greater and 
long-term 
Impact
● Lessons learned
● Capacity for movement 

building



Statewide Census Equity Coordinator

• Released an RFP for Statewide Census Equity 
Coordinator in November 2018

• A group of organizations nominated Dancing Hearts 
Consulting (DHC) to be the lead applicant for the 
coalition

• Developed a plan by May for HTC campaign



Amount Raised
• Public Funds: $8,100,000

• $7.5 M State of Oregon
• $600,000 City of Portland

• CEFCO: $872,500
• $1 M Goal

• Verbal Pledges: $385,000
• Public & Private sources

• Total Committed: $8,972,500

• Total with pledges: $9,357,500

• Left to raise: $642,500  $-
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Current Fund Implementation
• Continued Support for Dancing Hearts Consulting 

Campaign Team

• Funding and contracting with 13 Partner 
Organizations leading the field implementation

• Support for Portland State University, Population 
Research Center to maintain accurate data regular 
updates for the campaign

• Census Assistance Center RFP

Dancing 
Hearts 

Consulting

Populatio
n 

Research 
Center

CAC RFP

Coalition 
of Partner 

Orgs.
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