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What is Salmon-Safe?
• Non-profit, headquartered in Portland 

(est. 1996)
• Independent science team-program 

verification against peer review standards
• Protect/improve water quality, habitat 

and watershed health
• Focus on site design and management
• Leading regional “eco-label” with over 

800 certifications



Salmon-Safe for Portland

• Parks and Recreation became Salmon-
Safe certified in 2004 and recertified 
in 2011 and 2018

• In 2013 Mayor Hales pledged Portland 
would become the first Salmon-Safe 
certified city in the world

• City bureaus: BES, Water, PBOT, OMF 
and Fire and Rescue worked with 
Salmon-Safe to become conditionally 
certified in October 2016



City Requirements 
• There are cross-bureau conditions 

and conditions per bureau to 
meet certification

• PP&R’s 2018 recertification had 4 
conditions 



Cross-Bureau Conditions

• Three bureaus have completed 
an assessment of all largely 
vegetated properties ≥ 1 acre 
to prioritize habitat and 
restoration opportunities

• Three bureaus have water 
conservation plans in place, 2 
bureaus have drafted plans



Bureau Progress Highlights



Portland Parks & Recreation
From 2018 Recertification Letter: 
“Over the 15 years that Salmon-
Safe has engaged with PP&R, the 
bureau has demonstrated its 
commitment to ecological 
stewardship and served as a 
regional and national example of 
environmental restoration in 
municipal park system 
management.”



Portland Parks & Recreation

• Continue system-wide progress 
in restoring habitat

• Continue to improve irrigation 
efficiency and water 
conservation efforts

• Creation of Ecologically 
Sustainable Landscape Program

• Continue to serve as a leader in 
Integrated Pest Management



Bureau of Environmental Services

• Third party evaluation of 
benefits of BES habitat 
restoration projects from 
2000-2023

• Modeled future conditions 
in city watersheds with and 
without projected climate 
change impacts, to help 
prioritize future investments 
for salmon recovery



Bureau of Environmental Services
• 2019 Watershed 

Report Cards 
Coming Soon!

• www.portlandore
gon.gov/bes/repo
rtcards

• Track watershed 
health, linking 
projects to overall 
improvements

http://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/reportcards


Bureau of Transportation

• Reengineered 
Building H “Tack 
Cleaning Shed” 
to fully contain 
material



Bureau of Transportation
• Developed PBOT specific Integrated 

Pest Management Plan for our Green 
Spaces crews

• Developed a water conservation plan to 
reduce amount of water used in our 
operations.  PBOT has not been 
irrigating street area landscaping for 
over 10 years



Water Bureau
• A more eco-friendly polishing 

agent on the Benson Bubblers 

• A Water Management Plan for the 
reservoirs at Mount Tabor



Office of Management and Finance

• Pest management citywide price 
agreement requires Integrated Pest 
Management approach and 
references Salmon-Safe

• New Sustainable Procurement model 
specs, guides, and training materials 
reference Salmon-Safe



Office of Management and Finance
CityFleet
• Provided improved training for vehicle and 

equipment leak detection and prevention for 
City drivers and operators

• Completed feasibility study for transitioning 
to
“Bull Run” quality protection practices

• Fuel site upgrades expected to break ground
Fall of 2019.



Fire and Rescue

• Reduced fire station water 
consumption by replacing 
landscaping with drought-
tolerant plants

• Continue to redirect fire 
station down spouts to 
stormwater collection systems 
for irrigation



Fire and Rescue

• Removed all harmful pesticides 
from fire station supply and 
inventory

• Fire station cleaning supplies 
contain 90% “Green” products 
that will not hurt the 
environment



Next Steps

Continued bureau 
implementation of Salmon-Safe 
conditions

Consider re-certification of all 
bureaus in 2 years



Thank you
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